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Financing available!

We all have di�erent circumstances and experiences in our lives. I 
grew up in broken homes. I never had plans or goals back then. 
School was an escape from life for me, and it's where I went to have 
a sense of normalcy. I wished for a di�erent life on a daily basis. I 
imagined having parents that were like some of my friends’ parents, 
and I dreamed of doing many of the things that my friends got to 
do. 

I was a victim of child sexual abuse, a subject that I avoided well into 
my adult life and denied that it had any impact on who I was. In 
some ways, it helped me to survive as a young adult by having the 
ability to compartmentalize. What I didn't realize was that even 
keeping it hidden meant that I wasn't able to deal with things from 
a place of intellectual honesty. Looking back, it clearly in�uenced 
my decisions. I would protect myself at all costs, and sometimes 
that meant that I would lash out at people that I cared about when 
I was triggered. When this would happen, nobody would know why, 
not even me. I built walls to protect myself from being hurt and that 
kept me from growing. I was merely surviving. 

It wasn't until I met my future wife that I opened up and told my 
story. I was full of shame, rage, and doubt, and even though I 
opened up, I had already spent years developing unhealthy 
mechanisms of coping, and it would almost ruin the most positive 
things to ever happen to me. I was fortunate to have someone who 
believed in me and had the patience to insist that I get help dealing 
with my trauma, even though we could not a�ord it �nancially. My 
trauma still impacts my life. I am still sorting through experiences, 
memories, and feelings. I still have questions that will never get 
answered, but I try to catch myself when I get triggered, instead of 
isolating, avoiding, and de�ecting. 

Acknowledging the impact of my behavioral tendencies due to my 
trauma, rather than the intent, has been monumental in my healing. 
I still have work to do, and I believe that my writing has been part of 
my healing. There are still things that I need to work on. I am not 
satis�ed with where I am at; my family deserves to have the best of 
me and I will not be complacent just because I have found a 
purpose that drives me. My experience kept me from being 
everything I always wanted to be to my partner and my kids, and it 
feels like failure. But that doesn't mean that I can't continue to be 
better for them because they still need me, and I realize more than 
ever that I need them too. I say all of this to say that we all have our 
own history, and we do not have to let our past de�ne us. 

I worry about the future of our society. The underbelly of this 
country has a lot of people feeling hopeless. A lot of people are 
coping. It a�ects their behavior and how they respond to any given 
situation, and it is a form of learning, self-taught for 
self-preservation even if it negatively impacts them. People who 
can't a�ord rent become overwhelmed and can only think about 
how to keep a roof over their heads. People who are hungry make 
decisions out of desperation. There is a vicious cycle of poverty. 
can't a�ord to go to the dentist now? Pay for a root canal later. I was 
lucky to have survived and not lost everything; it could've gone the 
other way. 

It was not my wife's responsibility to have to repeatedly watch me 
act out, lose control, and manipulate situations to make myself feel 
better. Obviously, I couldn't control what happened in my 
childhood, but without the support she gave me, I very easily 
could've been left alone with nobody to turn to. I am one of the 

lucky ones. Our society is full of people who look like they are doing 
okay. But trust me when I say that is not the case for a large portion 
of our society is not.  We all need someone to help us deal with what 
triggers us. Mental health should be at the top of the list when it 
comes to progress. Everyone should have access to mental health 
professionals. I believe that a healthy and educated population is 
the only way we will see people be truly happy. 

I haven't watched “Home Alone” in a while, but there is a scene 
where I cry every damn time. Not some of the time. Every. Single. 
Time. It’s when the mom �nally gets back home to New York and 
walks into the house and is looking for Kevin, then he comes down 
the stairs and they hug. I laughed the entire movie until this scene, 
and it breaks me. It didn't used to when I �rst saw it as a scrawny 
teenager, but once I deconstructed my childhood trauma, I realized 
that I never felt safe and this scene captures what I always wished I 
had: someone who would be there for me, unconditionally. 

It's funny, for the �rst several years of my almost 25-year marriage, I 
used to cry internally during a lot of di�erent movies. My wife would 
be next to me overtly crying, and I was holding in my tears. I 
couldn't bring myself to cry out loud, and then one day I told her 
that I held in my tears, but that I did cry with her every time. For all 
those years though, I let her cry alone while I cried in silence, also 
alone. Now we cry together. It is okay to cry. 

Before that, the last time I cried was when I was 14 years old, and my 
mom sent my brother to live with my grandparents in Florida. The 
one constant person in my life was just uprooted and shipped away. 
I am sure that to him, he was escaping. I'm not saying he wasn't sad; 
maybe he was. But to me, there was the only person that could 
understand how I felt and talk to, and he was leaving. I watched him 
walk down the tarmac and board the plane and I bawled like a baby. 
I didn't cry again for probably 30 years. 

I hope this country can get the help it needs. We can a�ord so many 
things that just don't align with my priorities and yet we skimp on 
any sort of care or education. It makes no sense to me. If my mom 
would've been able to get the help she needed, could she have 
been able to give me the nurturing I needed as a kid? Would it have 
made her life better, which in turn would've saved me from some of 
the things that sent me in a certain direction? I think so. For what it's 
worth, I would not change my life. I am fortunate to have people 
who love me unconditionally, and I spend my time doing things I 
love. I love my family, I love writing, and I love HVAC, in that order. 

Sponsored Content
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Come Celebrate with us!

12900 S Old U.S 27 Northway Plaza Dewitt MI
*20% off Bag Sale excludes anything that will not fit in the bag or items that are already on sale.

FREE Hot DogsFREE Hot DogsFREE Hot Dogs
11:30 am until 1:30pm. FREE Popcorn

and Slushies from 2pm-8pm

40% to 60% OFF40% to 60% OFF
Shop our endcaps for incredible savings!

“OUR STORE RENOVATIONS ARE COMPLETE!”

Power tool and Grill DemosPower tool and Grill Demos
Join our Milwaukee and Broil King

representatives for power tool and grill demos.

gilbertshardware.doitbest.com (517) 669-1200

SSaatuurrdday OOctober 14thSaturday October 14th

BAG SALE!BAG SALE!
20% OFF Everything
that fits in this bag!*

8am-8pm
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Some eastside Lansing residents 
have been concerned that Sparrow 
Health System is going to tear down 
eight vacant homes it owns in the 
Eastfield Neighborhood, which is just 
east of the Michigan Avenue hospital.

But no such plans are in the works, 
Margaret Dimond, regional president 
of University of Michigan Health, 
said. U-of-M Health acquired Spar-
row last spring.

Dimond said Sparrow wants to de-
termine the fate of the properties with 
the cooperation of resients.

Dimond said there’s been concern 
about break-ins, causing issues for 
Sparrow’s security and the Lansing 
Police Department over public safety 
in the area.

The homes, which were acquired by 
Sparrow in 2016 and 2017, are at 118, 
122 and 128 N Holmes St.; 1316 and 
1320 Jerome St.; and 123, 125 and 127 
Ferguson St. 

Dimond said the board of directors 
is looking at options and community 
partners for what’s next for the homes, 
with demolition being “probably most 
expensive and least desirable.”

Margaret Tassaro, president of the 
Eastfield Neighborhood Association, 
said residents were concerned about 
houses’ being torn down without 
knowing ahead of time. 

Tassaro said in 2020, Sparrow at-
tended an association meeting and 
shared a proposal to tear down a block 
of houses to develop a surface parking 
lot. 

“We neighbors love living on the 
east side. We take pride in our neigh-
borhood and we care about it. We care 
about our community and a surface 
parking lot does not add value to our 
neighborhood,” Tassaro said. 

Tassaro said the association is hop-

ing it can work together with Sparrow 
to determine the fate of the property 
moving forward.

“It’s a little bit discouraging that 
there are vacant homes in our neigh-
borhood. Housing is an issue for many 
people. These are houses that people 
could be living in,” Tassaro said. 

Staci Bakkegard, Sparrow’s facilities 
director, said a lot of the houses are 
crumbling with broken windows, old 
roofs and rotted wood decks, leaving 
potential for break-ins, mold growth 
and water damage. 

The houses haven’t been occupied 
since Sparrow acquired them and 
likely have mold, lead paint and asbes-
tos, Bakkegard said.

“A house that’s not occupied doesn’t 
get better with time. We don’t have a 

good starting baseline in these houses 
right now,” Bakkegard said. 

Bakkegard said since the hospital is 
“land-locked” and unable to expand, it 
made sense to ask, “What might these 
properties hold for the hospital in 
the future?” and purchase the homes 
to have the agency to expand in the 
future if needed, similar to the pro-
cess of buying Bingham Elementary 
School and converting it to the hospi-
tal’s cancer center.

“A lot of hospitals are buying up 
land,” Dimond said, giving ambula-
tory surgery centers as an example. 
Rather than an inpatient setting, phy-
sicians or surgeons can treat patients 
in off-site centers and send them 
home the same day without entering 
the main campus.

In the case of Bingham Elemen-
tary, Sparrow recognized there was 
a larger need for cancer treatment 
than what the hospital could provide, 
Bakkegard said, and at the same time 
Sparrow began a site-search to ex-
pand, the Lansing School District de-
cided to close the school.

A Sparrow official also confirmed 
to First Ward Lansing City Council 
Member Ryan Kost that there are no 
plans to tear down any of the houses. 

Kost was approached by residents 
of the Eastfield Neighborhood to ad-
dress the rumors of the homes’ being 
torn down with a community contact 
point at the hospital.“Their concern 
is that, if (Sparrow) tears down those 
houses, that will forever change their 
neighborhood,” Kost said. “They’re 
concerned about the future of their 
neighborhood.”

Before any conversations start about 
what the houses could turn into for 
Sparrow, their first priority is to pre-
vent the hospital-owned properties 
from posing a risk in the community 
for crime, drugs and squatting. 

“We need to do something for the 
community,” Dimond said.

Dimond said the hospital is weigh-
ing options such as bringing the 
homes up to current code and stan-
dards of occupancy, or if the homes 
are not “rehab-able” or it costs more to 
update them than to demolish them, 
how can Sparrow be a good neighbor?

“Should we create a park-like en-
vironment, like a green space? Or do 
we take that parcel of land and create 
something that’s mutually beneficial?” 
Dimond said. “We really haven’t made 
any decisions. I would welcome any 
constructive ideas or partnerships as 
we go forward.”

— MAGGIE GEORGE

Tyler Schneider

These three houses at 123, 125 and 127 Ferguson St. in the Eastfield Neighborhood on 
Lansing’s east side are among eight homes that Sparrow Health System acquired six 
to seven years ago and has left vacant.

Eastfield is a neighborhood along Michigan Avenue.
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“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Sparrow to spare vacant eastside houses, at least for now
U-of-M Health official
promises cooperation
with neighbors
in deciding their fate

What should Sparrow Health 
System do with these vacant 
homes? Send your thoughts to 
publisher@lansingcitypulse.com.



6 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • October 4, 20236 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • March 23, 2022

Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

BY TYLER SCHNEIDER

About 2,300 union 
workers from GM’s Delta 
Township Assembly Plant 
officially joined the UAW 
strike Friday. They were 
among 7,000 total workers 
added to the strike between that plant and Ford Motor Co.’s 
Chicago Assembly Plant. UAW Local 602, representing the 
Delta Township workers, declared that all members must par-
ticipate in a strike activity to be eligible for strike assistance. 
The plant also employs 200 non-union workers. 25,000 total 
workers are participating in the strike nationwide.

Michigan State University officially fired its head football 
coach, Mel Tucker, for inappropriate 
conduct Wednesday. The university 
said it terminated Tucker’s contract “for 
his admitted and undisputed behaviors, 
which have brought public disrespect, 
contempt and ridicule upon the univer-
sity.” Tucker was suspended without pay 
Sept. 10 and notified Sept. 18 of MSU’s 
intent to fire him for cause following 
an investigation into a sexual harass-

ment complaint from rape survivor Brenda Tracy. Tucker’s 
attorney, Jennifer Belveal, said she intends to sue the school 
for wrongful termination. Tucker had nearly $79 million re-
maining of the 10-year, $95 million contract he signed less 
than two years ago. MSU has said investigations into the mat-
ter will continue. 

Logan Square Plaza has 
agreed on a two-year settle-
ment with the City of Lansing 
following a July 29 parking lot 
shooting that wounded five 
people. The agreement requires 
more security cameras onsite, 
regular meetings between city 
leaders and business owners, a full-time security guard and 
greater restrictions on who can become a tenant. The City 
Attorney’s Office had requested an Ingham County Circuit 
judge declare the shopping center a “public nuisance” and 
place it under a court-appointed receiver in August, which 
was not accepted. The settlement provides law enforcement  
access to footage from 36 cameras, with the stipulation that 
a live person will monitor that footage from 9 p.m. to 4 a.m. 
daily. Roughly half of the shopping center’s 50 spaces are va-
cant.

Downtown Lansing Inc. 
was named one of eight 
semifinalists for the 2024 
Great American Main Street 
Award. Lansing will com-
pete with Camas, Washing-
ton; Denison, Texas; Macon, 
Georgia; Madison, Indiana; 

Monroeville, Alabama; Mount Vernon, Iowa; and New Bern, 
North Carolina, for the prize. The winner will be announced 
May 6, 2024, at the Main Street Now Conference in Birming-

ham, Alabama. The award’s website said semifinalists have 
“generated over $1.48 billion in local reinvestment, helped 
open 881 new businesses, facilitated the creation of 3,827 net 
new jobs, catalyzed the rehabilitation of 2,164 historic build-
ings and leveraged 306,986 volunteer hours.” The site praised 
Downtown Lansing Inc. for promoting “walkability, sustain-
ability and accessibility to create a main street that welcomes 
everyone” through streetscape improvements; public art 
installations; business recruitment; diversity, equity, inclu-
sion and accessibility planning; and the addition of 900 new 
housing units.

The first mile of a 6.75-
mile trail connecting MSU 
to Lake Lansing could open 
by the end of the month, the 
Lansing State Journal re-
ported. The next few miles of 
the trail could be open to the 
public by mid-summer 2024, according to Dan Opsommer, 
Meridian Township’s deputy township manager and director 
of public works. The third and final portion is expected to be 
ready in fall 2024 or early 2025. The concept for the trail be-
gan to take shape in 2014, when Ingham County voters ap-
proved a millage for trails and parks. In 2016, the trail was 
mapped out by city planners. 

A Windsor Township man who was 
charged with killing his family in 2021 
was found incompetent to stand trial. 
Prosecutors dropped murder and weapon 
charges against Daniel James Sougstad, 25, 
after finding him unable to assist in his own 
defense. Previously hospitalized for men-
tal health treatment, he was initially found 

competent to stand trial and sat through a preliminary ex-
amination in January 2022. When the case moved to circuit 
court, the Center for Forensic Psychiatry ruled against his com-
petency. Prosecutors later determined he could not be restored 
to competency within 15 months and petitioned him into Ea-
ton County Probate Court for mental health treatment. If or 
when Sougstad is restored to competency, the charges may be 
refiled. The murders occurred at the family’s home on Bishop 
Highway on Sept. 24, 2021. The victims were Sougstad’s par-
ents, John and Barbara, and his brother, Ryan. 

Prosecutors dropped charges against 
one of two men accused of killing a Lan-
sing hunter at Rose Lake State Wildlife 
Area in 2018. The decision was made to 
relieve Robert Rodway of a murder charge 
connected to the death of Chong Mua Yang 
due to evidentiary issues after Rodway’s 
attorney, Matt Newburg, made an emergency bond motion 
claiming he had discovered evidence that police had wrongly 
ruled out another suspect. The St. Johns resident had been 
held without bond at the Clinton County jail since he was 
arrested in December 2022 and was scheduled to go to tri-
al Sept. 27. The charges were dismissed without prejudice, 
meaning prosecutors could still choose to refile them in the 
future. 

Lawsuit seeks to keep
Trump off state ballot
in presidential race

A lawsuit filed in the Michigan Court of 
Claims Friday challenges former President 
Donald Trump’s eligibility to be on the 2024 
ballot, citing a Civil War-era clause in the 
Constitution that disqualifies public officials 
who have “engaged in insurrection” from 
holding office. 

The suit, filed by the national group Free 
Speech For People and attorney Mark Brew-
er, claims that Trump’s actions ahead of and 
during the Jan. 6, 2021, riots in the U.S. 
Capitol violated section three of the Four-
teenth Amendment, which states that any 
officeholder who has “engaged in insurrec-
tion or rebellion” or has “given aid or com-
fort” to such efforts after swearing an oath to 
uphold the Constitution is barred from run-
ning. Trump’s claims of fraud in the 2020 
election following his loss to President Joe 
Biden, his pressuring of former Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence to reject the electoral cer-
tification of results and his lack of interven-
tion when supporters descended on the U.S. 
Capitol on Jan. 6 amount to insurrection 
under the clause, the filing argues. 

“Our predecessors understood that 
oath-breaking insurrectionists will do it 
again, and worse, if allowed back into power, 
so they enacted the Insurrectionist Disqual-
ification Clause to protect the republic from 
people like Trump,” Ron Fein, legal director 
at Free Speech For People, said in a Friday 
statement announcing the suit.

The legal theory that Trump’s actions 
could block him from holding future of-
fice has already spurred lawsuits in sever-
al states and is separate from the pending 
criminal cases Trump is facing at the federal 
level and in two states. 

Free Speech For People recently brought 
a suit similar to the Michigan filing in Min-
nesota, and a separate group’s challenge is 
pending in Colorado. A Fourteenth Amend-
ment challenge to Trump’s candidacy was 
dismissed by a federal judge in Florida for 
lack of standing.

Trump has argued that efforts to prevent 
him from appearing on the ballot are “elec-
tion interference.” 

In Colorado, Trump attorneys argued the 
case should be dismissed due to freedom of 
speech protections in the First Amendment  
and also argued that the clause doesn’t apply 
to him because it “applies to one who ‘en-
gaged in insurrection or rebellion,’ not one 
who only ‘instigated’ any action.”

Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Ben-
son has said that Trump would be on the 
ballot unless a state or federal court deter-
mined otherwise.

— BRIDGE MICHIGAN
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A new housing co-op is coming to Lansing’s east side
By JOAN NELSON

A unique new housing co-op that 
will mix young adult refugees with 
native-born Americans is coming to 
Lansing.

Asante Co-op — its working ti-
tle — it has been in the making since 
early 2022, evolving from conversa-
tions between Allen 
Neighborhood Center, 
Spartan Housing Coop-
erative and the Refugee 
Development Center. 
The collaboration will 
go well beyond housing 
to include the support-
ive services offered by 
all three agencies to 
the estimated 14 to 16 
residents. These services 
include English as a second 
language classes, various types of 
job skill training, household budgeting 
workshops and more.

Mixing native and foreign-born peo-
ple will support the adjustment of new-
comers and broaden the cultural un-
derstanding of all who share the space. 
“The project aligns with one of our 
core values,” said Erika Brown-Binion, 
the refugee center’s executive director, 
which is “bridging long-time residents 
and newcomers so that they can devel-
op a deeper understanding 
of one another.”  

The new co-op will be 
built in the Allen Neigh-
borhood Center complex 
on Kalamazoo Street 
between Allen and Shep-
herd streets. The project 
will cost $1.5 million, with 
$1 million from the state 
and $500,000 from the 
Ingham County Housing 
Trust Fund.  “The sig-
nificance of Ingham Housing Trust 
Fund is that it can provide funding for 
organizations and businesses that are 
creative, neighborhood-based, and do 
not ordinarily seek public help,” county 
Treasurer Alan Fox, who also chairs the 
trust fund, said.

Construction will begin this fall in 
4,000 square feet of empty space on the 
center’s second floor. In addition to the 
residents’ private rooms, the co-op will 
feature a large, shared living room, din-
ing room, kitchen and laundry. Move-in 
is projected for late 2024. They’ll be 
able to avail themselves of such services 
as the weekly, year-round Allen Farmers 
Market, the Allen Community Health 
Center and ELFCO (the Eastside Lan-
sing Food Co-op), which are all part of 

the center.
Co-ops have been around for a very 

long time, dating in this country from 
the early 1800s.  Over the last 50 years, 
15 housing co-ops have been established 
in East Lansing, providing affordable 
housing to MSU students and non-stu-
dents.  Since the 1990s, the Spartan 

Housing Cooperative 
has launched two co-ops 
within Lansing. Holly 
Jo Sparks, Spartan 
Housing’s executive di-
rector, said her organi-
zation is delighted to be 
a part of Asante Co-op 
and looks forward to 
exploring other possibil-
ities in Lansing.  (Note 
that there are a few 
other co-ops in this city, 

e.g., Genesee Gardens Co-Hous-
ing and also U.S. Housing and 

Urban Development co-ops, none of 
which are affiliated with with Spartan 
Housing.)

Across the country, “boomer co-ops” 
have been attracting an older crowd. 
These have been established by people 
drawn to a living situation that provides 
some private space as well as communal 
space and a built-in support system as 
they age. The nearest of these are in 
Ann Arbor and in Frankfurt, Michigan.  

As far as I know, there are 
no boomer co-ops in Lan-
sing (yet); however, there 
is an inter-generational 
co-op called Rivendell 
that is home to 72-year-
old Marsha Parrott-Boyle. 
She “integrated” the co-op, 
age-wise, when she moved 
in a little over a year ago.  
A 60-something recently 
moved in as well.  “The 
mix is a good idea,” Par-

rott-Boyle observed. “We older mem-
bers have philosophies and skills that 
we can share as do the younger mem-
bers — it’s helpful to all.” She noted 
that she doesn’t interact with all nine 
members daily because people “are busy 
living their lives.” But folks are close. 
She shared that two people in the co-op 
recently married and during the cere-
mony brought the other seven members 
of the co-op to the altar, explaining to 
gatherers that the Rivendell members 
are “a part of our family.” Parrott-Boyle 
predicted that co-ops will be “more and 
more discovered” by the over-55 crowd.

In just the last month, I’ve been con-
tacted by a few different people who are 
exploring co-ops as a form of housing 
for quite distinct, populations, e.g., 

veterans, people with 
special needs, and 
older lesbians. These 
folks see co-operative 
ownership as a way 
to create a family 
of choice based on 
shared values, needs 
and experiences.  

I’ve been promis-
ing to call a meeting 
of people interested 
in creating co-ops, 
opening boarding 
houses, building 
granny flats in their 
back yards, or oth-
erwise empowering 
homeowners to help 
reduce the affordable 
housing shortage in 
our neighborhoods. 
The purpose of such a gathering would 
be to gauge interest, share resourc-
es, swap ideas and begin to build a 
network of shared housing advocates.  
RSVP by emailing joannelsonlansing@
gmail.com to join the initial meet-
ing next week at Allen Nighborhood 
Center. (See InfoBox on this page.) 

In addition to hearing about co-ops, 
boarding houses and co-living spaces in 
the making, we will likely also discuss 
ways to encourage the city to revise its 
zoning code to reduce barriers to the 
“gentle densification” that an increase 
in these shared-use models generally 
brings about.

Opinion

Embrace progress
and vote for
Rebecca
Kasen
for East Lansing 
City Council!

Learn more at rebeccaforel.com

Endorsed by Run for Something and VoteProChoice.
Paid for by Rebecca Kasen for City Council.

933 Abbey Rd, East Lansing, MI 48823

Shared Use 
Housing Advocacy 
Group
2:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 13
Allen Neighborhood 
Center conference room, 
1611 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
RSVP: 
joannelsonlansing@gmail.
com
Enter through the back 
or north door

Photo by Joan Nelson

Pictured (from left) are Holly Jo Sparks, executive direc-
tor of Spartan Housing Cooperative, Erika Brown-Binion, 
executive director of Refugee Development Center, and 
Joe Enerson, executive director of the Allen Neighborhood 
Center. The three organizations are partnering on a new 
eastside Lansing housing co-op.
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In the early morning hours of Nov. 
4, 2020, a van pulled up to Detroit’s 
TCF Center to deliver Election Day 
ballots to the central-
ized ballot counting 
site. 

Why were these bal-
lots showing up so late 
on election morning? 
Conspiracy theorists 
have woven their 
cooked-up scenarios 
into former Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s 
narrative of election 
fraud, inviting even more half-cocked 
conspiracy theorists of all ilk into the 
Michigan Republican Party.

Sadly, people talking out of their 
asses has become the norm in our 
social media-crazed society. It’s not 
just the tin foil hat-wearing QAnon 
crowd. Political arguments are based 
on clever “retweets” and “likes.” 

Twitter, Instagram, et al. give every-
one equal footing to pop off — often 
anonymously — with little account-
ability and no verification needed.

Traditional news outlets are not 
only losing the hit battle; they’re join-
ing in on the fray. News reporters are 
getting into tacky public battles with 
politicians as well as their readers and 
random jokers, feeling as if they need 
to defend their work against trolls.

Hit counts and traffic patterns are 
driving subscriptions. It’s causing re-
porters and editors to go for a scandal 
— any scandal — to earn their bread.

Among the many losers in this 
sad dynamic are the political fig-
ures themselves, a professional class 
so used to being publicly maligned 
through nasty campaigning that 
there’s almost no sport in hunting 
them down.

This lengthy preamble brings 
me to my beef of the day, involving 
state Rep. Angela Witwer, D-Delta 
Township. The House Appropria-
tions Committee chair was recently 
taken down in The Detroit News for 
being a co-owner of a public relations 
company whose clients include state 
departments.

All the pieces are here for a fat, 
juicy scandal. Powerful state legisla-
tor. Still has a toe in the water at her 
company so she can go back to it after 
she’s out of office. State contracts. 
She brought her friend and business 
partner to a State of the State.

Wow!
It all makes for a great story IF 

Witwer used her power to funnel 
state money or big contracts to her 
pals at Edge Partnership … except 
that can’t really be proven. It’s possi-
ble, but it’s also possible she didn’t.

Instead, The News lays out all of 
these pieces on the table and lets the 
readers use their imagination to put 
the puzzle together as they wish. 

If lawmakers had a bit more pep in 
their step and actually implement-
ed the personal financial reporting 
requirements mandated by Proposal 
1, Witwer would have to publicly 
disclose her connections with Edge. 
We’d all know the answer in that case.

Everyone should agree that that’s 
preferable. Until then, Witwer is 
being hung out to dry as guilty until 
proven innocent while political advi-
sories — both public and private — 
beat her around like a piñata.

Rep. Tom Kunse, R-Clare, of all 
people, claimed Witwer was “uneth-
ical and wrong” for not completely 
divesting herself of the company 
while in office.

In May, Kunse made it into a 
Bridge Michigan article for co-own-
ing a company that sold land for $3.5 
million to a nonprofit that was gifted 
a big chunk of change by a former 
House speaker who envisioned a new 
health campus in his district.

Instead of providing any proof that 
Witwer improperly directed money 
to clients past or present, The News’ 
next story was how the appropri-
ations chair let some pals use the 
House Appropriations Room for a 
Saturday baby shower.

The powerful and connected have 
used the state Capitol for private 
parties and weddings since time 
immemorial. The lawn is available to 
anyone with a reservation. Wander 
around the Senate Appropriations 
Committee Room during the night 
of Silver Bells in the City. It’s never 
locked up.

We all see what we want to see. 
We believe what we want to believe. 
Today’s communications constructs 
make it easier to do exactly that.

It requires all of us to use our nog-
gins and be critical consumers here. 
Just because something looks scan-
dalous doesn’t make it so.

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol 
news service MIRS at melinnky@
gmail.com.)

POLITICS

Opinion

Witwergate? Just because something
looks scandalous doesn’t make it so

Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham Counties (CMHA-CEI) is 
holding a Hiring Fair on Thursday, October 19th from 12pm to 5pm at 812 E. Jolly Rd., 
Lansing, MI 48910. On the spot interviews are available.
CMHA-CEI is currently looking to hire for multiple Relief Mental Health Worker, Relief Family 
Support Worker, and Relief Residential Technician positions.
The relief positions have a flexible schedule of 0-19 hours per week. These positions are great 
for students or those looking for supplemental income. Positions have the ability to grow into 
part-time and full-time opportunities that include increased salary and benefits.

To apply for any relief position, all candidates must have a valid driver’s license, a GED or high 
school diploma, and must be able to pass a background check.

To learn more about various open positions, please visit: www.ceicmh.org/employment
CP#23-250

VILLAGE OF WEBBERVILLE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Residents of the Village of Webberville please take notice that a public hearing will be held 
before the Webberville Village Council Tuesday, October 24, 2023 at 6:00pm. In the Village 
Hall, located at 115 S. Main St., Webberville. The purpose of this hearing is to consider 
comments regarding the resolution approving Webberville Downtown Development 
Authority 2023 Development Plan and Tax Increment Financing Plan Amendment.
A copy of the Tax Increment Financing Plan Amendment, and either of the Village of 
Webberville Ordinances are available for review at the Webberville Village Office during 
normal business hours, via pickup, or by email.
Interested parties may make comments at the meeting or submit them in writing to Jessica 
Kuch. Village Clerk/Treasurer, P.O. Box 389, Webberville, MI 48892 or by email at 
jkuch@webbvill.com, prior to the meeting.
The official minutes of all meetings are stored and available for inspection at the Village 
Office located at 115 S. Main Street, Webberville. 

     Jessica Kuch
Village Clerk/Treasurer

CP#23-254
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By TYLER SCHNEIDER
The Lansing City Council stands to lose a com-

bined 30 years’ experience when Carol Wood and 
Patricia Spitzley retire at the end of the year. 

Wood, the current City Council president, is call-
ing it a career after 24 years. Patricia Spitzley, who 
took office in 2016, also 
chose not to seek reelec-
tion. Both were serving 
in at-large positions, 
leaving the seats up for 
grabs in the Nov. 7 elec-
tion.

The top four out of 
eight candidates who ran 
in the Aug. 8 primary are 
vying for these two spots: 
Tamera Carter, who came 
in first with 26.8% (5,673 
votes); Trini Lopez Peh-
livanoglu (20.4%, 4,308 
votes); Jody Washington 
(18.8%, 3,968); and Mis-
sy Lilje (2,097, 10%). 

Washington, 66, who 
represented the city’s 1st 
Ward from 2012 to 2019, 
is the only one with prior 
City Council experience. 
She was defeated for re-
election in 2019, 55% to 
45%.

“What really spurred 
my desire was the fact 
that we are losing the two 
incumbents, and they are 
taking years of experi-
ence and knowledge with 
them. Love them or hate 
them, they are taking a 
lot with them,” Washing-
ton said. “I knew that if 
we didn’t get somebody 
with experience that 50% 
of our Council would 
have barely a year-and-
a-half to no experience 
whatsoever.” 

The majority of the 
21,138 total primary vot-
ers didn’t seem to share 
that concern, howev-
er. Despite their lack of 
Council experience, they 
favored Carter, a branch 

manager at Lake Trust Credit Union, and Lopez 
Pehlivanoglu, a resident of the city’s southwest side 
who has worked at the Michigan Department of Li-
censing and Regulatory Affairs since 2021.

Carter, 40, holds a master’s degree in organiza-
tion leadership and is on the boards of the Impres-
sion 5 Science Center and Downtown Lansing Inc. 
Her keystone issues are gun violence, public safe-
ty, housing insecurity and homelessness, economic 
development and equity and inclusion. She did not 
respond to calls and emails requesting comment. 

Lopez Pehlivanoglu, 42, is the daughter of Lan-
sing School Board member Guillermo Lopez and an 
Everett High School graduate with 17 years’ expe-
rience working in county and state government. If 
elected, she hopes to address neighborhood safety, 
promote economic growth and development and fi-
nancially empower residents. 

“I have four kids, and when my two older boys 
were attending Everett High School, they were 
placed on lockdown more times than I care to tell 
you,” Lopez Pehlivanoglu said. “These kinds of 
things happen all the time, and it’s just really alarm-

ing to me. I like what I’ve seen with the city creating 
partnerships where some of these groups work di-
rectly with youth in town. I want to support more 
of those efforts.”

Lilje, 47, the only candidate to be endorsed by 
Mayor Andy Schor, suspended her campaign in 
September due to family health concerns, she said. 
However, she said she serve if elected. Lilje is the 
CEO of Happendance, a nonprofit dance education 
organization, and works as a paraprofessional at 
Ingham Intermediate School District by day. She’s 
been on the Lansing School Board since 2016.

Schor also intended to back Carter, but she reject-
ed his endorsement and campaign donations. 

Despite her place in a field of qualified newcom-
ers, Washington, an employee of the Michigan De-
partment of Corrections who’s also active with the 
local homeless populations, still believes her experi-
ence is the best answer for Lansing.

“It seems like at this time, we are doing many 
things just by knee-jerk reaction,” Washington said. 
“I think we’re at a crossroads, and it could either go 
really good, or really south.”

New faces outnumber old in Lansing at-large races
4 at-large contenders
running to replace
Wood and Spitzley

Tyler Schneider/City Pulse 

Sheryl Fundunburks Stephens (left) and Mary Jackson were among the volunteers at the Lansing City Clerk’s 
Office in the South Washington Office Center who helped prepare 14,400 absentee ballots that were mailed 
last week for the Nov. 7 General Election. City Clerk Chris Swope said 93% of absentee voters thus far have 
taken advantage of the new Permanent Mail Ballot list that automatically sends them ballots as long as they 
are registered to vote. Voters have until Nov. 3 to request a mailed ballot at www.LansingVotes.gov, where 
more information is available.

Carter

Lilje

Lopez Pehlivanoglu

Washington
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By TYLER SCHNEIDER
East Lansing voters have some pivotal 

decisions to make in the Nov. 7 general 
election. 

They’ll have to choose three of eight 
candidates to join to join George Brook-
over and Dana Watson on the five-mem-
ber City Council. Also up for consideration 
are a trio of ballot issues, including one to 
expand the Council to seven members.

The timing could not be more impact-
ful. The city has faced several tumultuous 
circumstances in recent years that have 
led to a large staff exodus at City Hall. The 
Council’s 4-1 decision to approve new City 
Manager Robert Belleman’s contract last 
month was the latest move to draw some 
criticism. 

 Last summer, the Saginaw County 
Board of Commissioners fired Belleman 
as controller and chief administrative of-
ficer after some members criticized his 
job performance. He had 
worked there 11 years.

Noel Garcia Jr. is now 
running to retain the seat 
he was appointed to fill in 
January after Lisa Bab-
cock was elected a district 
judge in November. The 
retired police lieutenant 
and single father voted to 
approve Belleman to re-
place longtime City Man-
ager George Lahanas, 
who was fired in January. 
Randy Talifarro, the city’s 
former fire chief, served 
as city manager in the in-
terim. 

“I came on at the time 
when the Council had 
decided to separate from 
Lahanas,” Garcia said. 
“I’d heard some reasons 
why, but it wasn’t all clear. 
I’ve always subscribed to 
the philosophy that, yeah, 
it’s important to know 
what happened, but it’s 
more important to move 
forward.”

Garcia said he support-
ed Belleman after doing 
his own research on the 
latter’s time in Saginaw 
County.

“It wasn’t this long-
standing issue that he 
had,” Garcia said. “He 
has regional partnerships 
that were impressive to me and comes 
from a strong economic background. I 
chose him because I feel he was the best 
candidate.”

Candidate Mark Meadows, the former 
East Lansing mayor and state represen-
tative who resigned his Council seat in 
2020 after the Council’s controversial 

decision to fire City Attorney 
Tom Yeadon, has a different 
opinion.

“The decision was a little 
unusual to say the least. To 
bring in someone who was 
terminated, allegedly because 
he had created a toxic work 
environment, to a city that 
just lost over 50 upper-level 
employees probably qualifies 
as the definition of a toxic 
workplace,” Meadows said. 

Meadows said he decid-
ed to run again because “the 
decision-making at the city 
seemed to be very troubled.”

Another former Coun-
cil member, Michigan State 
University Professor Erik  
Altmann, entered the race 
with similar motivations.

“What they can’t afford to 
do, in my view, is treat the de-
cision of the current Council 
like it was normal, because it 
wasn’t. It was a deeply flawed 
process and a very suspect 
outcome. And under those 
conditions, you can’t just run 
with it and pretend that ev-
erything’s fine,” Altmann said, 
adding that he wants to help 
the city “return to the basic 
norms of civil conduct.”

The remaining five candi-
dates had less to say on that 
matter. 

“We just have to move forward. You 
know, right or wrong. It was up to the cur-
rent Council to choose, and I stand by that 
decision to hire him,” first-time candidate 
Chris Wardell said.

Aside from the proposed addition of 
two seats, another ballot question asks 
voters to consider delaying the date when 
newly elected Councilmembers take up 
the office to comply with 
state law. Under the city 
charter, Council mem-
bers are sworn in on the 
first Tuesday after they 
are elected. If the ballot 
proposal succeeds, they 
would take office on the 
first Tuesday after Jan. 1.

The third would imple-
ment ranked-choice vot-
ing “in the event that the 
Michigan Bureau of Elec-
tions certifies the process.”

Meadows and Altmann 
join architect Daniel 
Bollman and 22-year-
old MSU student Joshua 
Ramirez-Roberts in op-
posing all three proposals. 

Bollman, a member of 
the East Lansing Plan-
ning Commission since 
2015, said that although 
strong arguments could 
be made either way, he 
thinks the city “moved too 
quickly” in adding them to 
the ballot this year.

“My preference would 
have been to appoint a 
charter service commis-
sion or a committee to ac-
tually study in depth what 
the impact of these differ-
ent changes might be,” he 
said. 

Kerry Ebersole Singh, 
Rebecca Kasen, Wardell and Garcia favor 
expansion because it could bring more 
diverse perspectives into the fold. Garcia 
said he opposes ranked choice. 

“There’s plenty of people who can’t run 

because there’s too much of a time com-
mitment and not a significant amount of 
money attached to it,” Kasen, executive 
director of the Women’s Center of Greater 

Lansing, said. “Those might 
be people who have qualities 
that the board could really 
use as an experience of a truly 
representative democracy.”

 Ebersole Singh and Kasen 
were less enthusiastic about 
delaying the date on which 
new members take up office, 
but they also don’t want to see 
East Lansing fail to comply 
with state law. Wardell, who 
serves as the chief of staff for 
Rep. Kevin Coleman, sees 
both sides, but he said he un-
derstands the opposition to 
creating what would essen-
tially create a new lame-duck 
period for outgoing Council 
members. 

“It’s quite a chaotic process, 
and often personal priorities 
are getting shoved through at 
the last minute. I feel like we 
should get new City Council 
members as soon as possible,” 
Wardell said. 

“I think a lot of it is vague or 
convoluted,” Ramirez-Rob-
erts said of the swearing-in 
date. “I don’t think the pub-
lic would very easily be able 
to understand what’s hap-
pened.”

On the topic of ranked-
choice voting, he said he sup-
ports the idea, “but not how 
it’s written.”

Kasen agreed, citing disdain for trig-
ger laws that complicate the matter in 
her mind. Wardell was previously on 

New and familiar faces vie for 3 East Lansing Council seats

Tyler Schneider/City Pulse

The eight candidates for three seats on the East Lansing City Council appeared at a forum sponsored by the Lansing chap-
ter of the League of Women Voters in September. From left: Incumbent Noel Garcia Jr., Christopher Wardell, Kerry Singh, 
Mark Meadows, Rebecca Kasen, Joshua Ramirez-Roberts, Daniel Bollman and Erik Altmann.

Altmann
Kasen

Bollman
Meadows

Garcia
Ramirez-Roberts

See East Lansing, Page 12



By TYLER SCHNEIDER
A Meijer security officer and former 

Gander Mountain firearm salesperson 
thinks he has what it takes to unseat First 
Ward Councilman Ryan Kost this No-
vember. 

The challenger is Michael Vande-
Guchte, a 29-year-old eastside resident 
who cites the Michigan State University 
shooting as the catalyst for his decision to 
enter the race.

“It hit me really hard. To me, it was like: 
‘Well, I think this is what I need to do.’ I 
felt the draw, and I saw the opportunity,” 
VandeGuchte, a Holland native and MSU 
graduate, said. 

Kost, a 35-year-old eastside resident 
and the first openly gay Ward 1 officehold-
er, is finishing out a partial term expiring 
Dec. 31 for a seat originally filled by Bran-
don Betz from 2020 through his con-
troversial resignation in January 2022. 
The Council then voted to appoint Brian 
Daniels to fill the seat through the Nov. 8 
General Election, when Kost beat him by 
55 votes.  

During his 10 months in office, Kost 
said he was most proud of his work on 
eliminating red-tagged properties. He cit-
ed around 750 such cases identified by the 
city when he took office versus the 600 or 
so that now remain — “an ongoing accom-
plishment.” He also lists the city’s budget 
negotiations and several smaller wins like 
road improvements and addressing sink-
holes and flooding.

“I’m a true believer that our community 
cannot prosper if we’re not taking care of 
our neighborhoods and letting them de-
cay,” Kost said. 

Kost drew 1,807 of 2,524 total votes in 
the Aug. 8 primary to VandeGuchte’s 469 
and DeMarco Taft’s 248. VandeGuchte 
admitted that he’s “at prob-
ably a 40-60 split” in terms 
of his chances of winning 
Nov. 7, but said he’ll have his 
feet on the ground through 
election day to try and tip 
the scales. 

VandeGuchte’s campaign 
centers around three key 
issues: public safety, local 
business and mental health. 

“I feel like the east side 
has been in turmoil for 
quite a while here, at least 
for the past eight years,” he 
said.  “It’s one of the biggest 
economic sectors of the city, 
and I want to make sure 
that businesses feel like they 
can come here and not have 
to shut down shop.”

On public safety and men-
tal health, VandeGuchte 
said he felt the current City 
Council has “had this habit 
of ignoring a lot of the small things.”

“Assault is our number one violent crime 
right now, and LPD focuses on a lot of the 
big stuff. While that’s important, I think if 
we got back to more community policing, 
addressing more of those middle-of-the-
road things, it would make the people re-
alize that we care,” VandeGuchte said. 

VandeGuchte previously worked in se-
curity at Sparrow Hospital, which he said 
helped heighten his awareness of the need 
for expanded mental health services. 

“I think this city has the resources to 
where we can really home in on that sec-
tion of mental health recovery and sus-

tainability,” he said. 
VandeGuchte was cir-

cumspect about contro-
versial information about 
his opponent’s background 
that emerged this year.

In 2013, Kost was the 
subject of a personal protec-
tion order filed by a former 
partner, Nathan Janssen, 
who accused Kost of giv-
ing him a black eye, biting 
him and of frequently being 
heavily intoxicated. Kost 
eventually entered detox at 
Sparrow Hospital. 

In July, City Pulse report-
ed that Kost had lied to the 
paper when he said he was 
unaware that he had still 
owed Eaton County about 
$10,000 to Eaton County 
District Court stemming 
from a 2010 guilty plea for 
failing to stop at the scene 

of a a personal injury auto accident. Kost 
served a year a year in Eaton County Jail.

An Eaton County Clerk’s Office employ-
ee provided evidence to City Pulse that 
Kost had acknowledged in an email that 
he owed the money.

Said VandeGuchte, “I will give you a 
comment as his constituent: I’m embar-
rassed. It’s absolutely ridiculous. That 
man spent a year in jail. I now want to 
represent the 1st Ward in a way more of an 
upstanding position.”

On the debt, Kost said, “It’s currently 
being paid.” On the incidents as a whole, 
“I can tell you it doesn’t relate to my City 
Council job.”

“Look,” he added, “I can’t change my 
past. I’ve made mistakes. Everyone makes 
mistakes. I can tell you though, that if any-
one needs anyone has a question of my 
character: Look the work that I have done 
so far on City Council.” 

VandeGuchte sold firearms at Gander 
Mountain from late 2014 through 2017. 
When asked if he personally owned fire-
arms, he declined to answer. He  said he 
is open to gun restrictions in the name of 
safety.

“The MSU shooter got a gun charge that 
was swept under the rug and look at how 
that ended up for us,” he said.  
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SPEAK WITH REPRESENTATIVES FROM 50+ COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
Oct. 19  ·  6 – 7:30 p.m.  ·  Downtown Campus  ·  lcc.edu/collegenight

College Night

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF LANSING
NOTICE OF POSTED MEETING MINUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that all meeting minutes for the Charter Township of Lansing are 
posted to and available on the Township’s website at www.lansingtownship.org . Meeting 
minutes may also be obtained by emailing dptyclerk@lansingtownship.org .

Meeting minutes are also posted in, and available for inspection at, the office of the Township 
Clerk (located at 3209 W. Michigan Avenue, Lansing, Michigan) during normal business 
hours.

Maggie Sanders, Supervisor
Cortney Lightheart, Clerk

CP#22-276

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT

COUNTY OF INGHAM
PUBLICATION OF NOTICE

OF HEARING
FILE No. 23-001082-GM-P33

In the matter of Dereka Swift. TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS including: whose 
address(es) is/are unknown and whose interest in the matter may be barred or affected-by 
the following:

TAKE NOTICE: A hearing will be held on October 11th, 2023 at 9:00 am at 313. W. Kalama-
zoo St. Lansing, MI 48933 before Judge Richard J Garcia for the following purpose:

UNCONTESTED HEARING – PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF MINOR GUARDIAN-
SHIP.

CP#23-255

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING PLANNING COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearing to be held by the East Lansing 
Planning Commission on Wednesday, October 25, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the East Lansing 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823.

A public hearing to consider Ordinance 1525, a rezoning request from Michael 
Zawacki to rezone a 0.3-acre property at 730 Grove Street from R-2, Medium 
Density Single-Family Residential District to RM-32, City Center Multiple-Family 
Residential District.

A staff report (Agenda Item Report) for each public hearing will be published on the City’s 
website the Friday before the meeting. To locate staff reports, please visit the City’s public 
meeting portal at https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ and select the meeting date.

The public may attend and participate at all meetings in person. Members of the public may 
participate electronically in all meetings.  Please contact the Principal Planner or visit the 
City’s public meeting portal for electronic meeting access information:

Landon Bartley – Principal Planner
410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823

517.319.6930 or lbartley@cityofeastlansing.com
https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ 

For more information on the request please contact Principal Planner Landon Bartley at the 
contact info above.  Materials related to the request are available for viewing at the Depart-
ment of Planning, Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing, MI, 48823 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or on the City’s website 
located at www.cityofeastlansing.com/currentapplications.  Written comments may be sent 
prior to the public hearing to the Planning Commission, City of East Lansing, 410 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing, Michigan, 48823, or by email to coelplanningcommission@cityofeast-
lansing.com.

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services: 
please contact the Planning and Zoning Division at 410 Abbot Rd., East Lansing, MI, 48823, 
(517) 319-6930 (TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email to Rebecca Urdiales at 
rurdial@cityofeastlansing.com. 

 Marie E. Wicks
 Interim City Clerk
 City of East Lansing                            CP#23-260

Newcomer VandeGuchte hopes to oust Kost in 1st Ward
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the fence, but issued his support after a 
discussion with a potential constituent. 
Ebersole Singh, wife of state Sen. Sam 
Singh, a former East Lansing mayor and 
a longtime policy activist, said she signed 
the petition to bring the issue to the ballot. 

“I agree with it in concept, but know 
that it will be fought in terms of imple-
mentation because of the current state 
policy on the books. I don’t see it being 
able to be implemented,” Ebersole Singh 
said. 

“I hope we really start thinking about 
how we can 
make East Lan-
sing a model 
college town in 
North Amer-
ica, so that 
people point to 
East Lansing as 
a place where 
they’re estab-
lishing best 
practices and 
creating a com-
munity where 
everyone, no 
matter the age, 
wants to live, 
work and play,” 
Ebersole Singh, 
a 1998 MSU 
graduate, said. 

“It’s just 
quietly tense,” 
Ramirez-Rob-
erts said of the 
city’s current 
relationship with MSU, adding that the 
university “really is our economic lifeline 
and pretty much the whole reason East 
Lansing exists. To make it better, we have 
to go in and at least get an idea on where 
we stand in terms of funding.”

By TYLER SCHNEIDER
Two-term incumbent Adam Hus-

sain didn’t always plan to seek a third 
go-ahead from voters.

“I was hoping that, after two terms, 
I might be able to pivot to maybe an 
at-large position or a city board be-
cause I think it’s incredibly important 
to build up new leadership and bring 
new people in,” Hussain said. “But 
there’s so much work that we have 
almost done and at that goal line. I 
decided to run again because we just 
haven’t arrived yet.”

Unlike 2019, when he ran unop-
posed,, Hussain faces a challenger in 
King Robertson, a 23-year old LCC 
cardiology student and Churchill 
Downs resident who decided to enter 
municipal politics after watching his 
mother, Nkenge Ayanna Robertson, 
run for office in 2022 as a Republican 
against Sarah Anthony for the District 
21 state Senate seat. Anthony won 
with 60.3% of the vote.

Robertson did not respond to in-
terview requests, and his listed phone 
number was disconnected. He stated 
his issues with the current city gov-

ernment in an April 8 campaign an-
nouncement post on Facebook. 

“Lansing needs im-
provement that can be 
seen. I’m tired of politi-
cians creating promises 
they can never keep — 
many of them are cur-
rently in office. We need 
change and prosperity 
that works for everyone, 
not just ourselves,” Rob-
ertson wrote. 

“My parents both 
stand for leadership, 
equality, and prosperity. 
I was taught all three,” 
he added, doubling 
down on those ideals as 
anchors of his approach 
to policy decisions.

Hussain, 42, is a Wa-
verly Middle School 
teacher by day who was 
first elected in 2015. He 
served as the body’s vice 
president in 2020 and 
2021 and as president in 
2022. Hussain’s mother, Jody Wash-
ington, is a former 1st Ward represen-

tative who’s running at-large.
He launched his first campaign after 

serving for five years on 
the Lansing Park Board. 
In talks with other south-
side advocates at the time, 
Hussain said they were 
looking for one thing in a 
potential representative at 
City Hall: “who’s going to 
be that pugnacious advo-
cate?”

During his tenure, Hus-
sain believes he has been 
just that. He cited his 
work on facilitating re-
paving projects on South 
MLK Jr. Boulevard, South 
Waverly and West Jolly 
roads, and a “major road 
project” on West Holmes 
Road, as well as the im-
plementation of a number 
of other southside advoca-

cy organizations and initia-
tives, including the MLK 

Corridor Improvement Authority, 
Facade Improvement Program, the 
Southwest Action Group and most re-
cently the new development strategy 
for the long-troubled Logan Square 
Plaza shopping center.

Hussain said he and Robertson have 
not met but said he’s “excited that a 
young guy like him threw his name 
in the hat and wants to help move his 
community forward.”

Hussain

Robertson

STATE OF MICHIGAN
IN THE INGHAM COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

______________________________________

In re: Petition of Ingham County Land   Case No. 23-0598- CH
Bank Fast Track Authority for Expedited
Quiet Title and Foreclosure of Certain    Hon. Wanda M. Stokes
Parcels of Real Property
_______________________________________

Timothy M. Perrone (P37940)
COHL, STOKER & TOSKEY, P.C.
Attorneys for Petitioner
601 N. Capitol Ave.
Lansing, MI 48933
(517) 372-9000
________________________________________/

NOTICE OF HEARING

 To:   Bobbie Pelfery, Claudia Pelfery, and all other persons having an interest
  in the subject property.

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a hearing on the Petition of Ingham County Land 
Bank Fast Track Authority for Expedited Quiet Title and Foreclosure of a Certain Parcel of 
Real Property shall be held before the Honorable Wanda M. Stokes, Circuit Judge, on Thurs-
day, the 2nd day of November, 2023, at 11:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as counsel may be 
heard, in the Ingham County Courthouse, Mason, Michigan.
 This Notice pertains to the real property located in the City of Lansing, County of 
Ingham, State of Michigan, legally described as: 
Lot 169, Leslie Park Subdivision, Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan, according to the 
recorded plat thereof, as recorded in Liber 4 of Plats, page 2, Ingham County Records.
Parcel ID #33-01-01-14-357-211 
Commonly known as 500 S. Fairview St., Lansing, MI 48912
 Notice of Pending Expedited Quiet Title and Foreclosure Action (Form 4329) for 
the subject property was recorded with the Ingham County Register of Deeds on August 28, 
2023.
 Judgment of the Court after this hearing may result in title to the property vesting 
in the Ingham County Land Bank Fast Track Authority, 3024 N. Turner St., Lansing, MI 48906 
– Telephone (517) 267-5221.  
 Any persons with information regarding the owner or prior owner of the subject 
property are requested to contact the Land Bank.
 Any rights of redemption and any ownership interest in the subject property may 
be extinguished by the judgment of the Court.
 Any person with a property interest in the property may lose his or her interest, if 
any, as a result of the quiet title and foreclosure hearing.

THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN TRANSFERRED TO THE INGHAM COUNTY 
LAND BANK FAST TRACK AUTHORITY AND IS SUBJECT TO AN EXPEDITED 
QUIET TITLE AND FORECLOSURE ACTION.  PERSONS WITH INFORMATION 
REGARDING THE PRIOR OWNER OF THE PROPERTY ARE REQUESTED TO 
CONTACT THE LAND BANK FAST TRACK AUTHORITY AT 3024 N. TURNER 
ST., LANSING, MICHIGAN 48906, TELEPHONE (517) 267-5221.

     Respectfully submitted,
     COHL, STOKER & TOSKEY, P.C.

Date: September 13, 2023   /s/ Timothy M. Perrone
     Timothy M. Perrone (P37940)
     Attorney for Petitioner
     601 N. Capitol Ave.
     Lansing, MI 48933
     (517) 372-9000

CP#23-256

CITY OF LANSING ♦ SHERIDAN ROAD AREA 
DEWITT TOWNSHIP ♦ VALLEY FARMS ♦ TRI-COUNTIES 

Lansing Original 
Little League le da 
la bienvenida a su 

familia a la 
temporada de 
béisbol 2024.  

. 

Hablamos el idioma 
del béisbol.  
¡JUGAR A LA 

PELOTA! 

Lansing Original 
Little League 

wel comes your 
family to the 2024 
baseball season.  

. We speak the 
language of 

baseball.  
PLAY BALL! 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT & SUPERVISION REQUIRED 
www.Facebook.com/LOLitteLeague 

(517) 648-1258 
PLEASE CALL/TEXT BY OCTOBER 30, 2023 

NOT TRAVEL BASEBALL & NO ALL-STAR PLAYERS 
AFFORDABLE COMMUNITY RECREATIONAL BASEBALL 

INDOOR WINTER PRATICES BEGIN ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 7, 2024 

REGULAR SEASON: EARLY MAY TO LATE JUNE 

HOME GAMES AT GRANGER MEADOWS PARK 
5 Minutes North of Gier Park ♦ Pavilions ♦ Clean Restrooms 

Playground ♦ Parking ♦ New & Nice! 

GAUGING INTEREST FOR 10U 12U 14U 

CARING COACHES NEEDED 

INSTRUCTION & PLAYER DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTED PARENTS & PLAYERS 

$100 REGISTRATION 

PAYMENT 
PLAN 

AVAILABLE 

LITTLE LEAGUE
BASEBALL 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
AVAILABLE 

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

NEURORADIOLOGIST/ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR

Michigan State University seeks Neurora-
diologist/Assistant Professor of the 
Department of Radiology and Colleges of 
Human and Osteopathic Medicine in East 
Lansing, MI. This position is responsible 
for interpretation of diagnostic images; 
performance of interventional procedures 
on referred patients; collaboration with 
referring physicians for high quality patient 
centered care; teaching residents and 
students in the clinical setting, as well as 
collaboration with visiting professors; 
among other duties. Requirements: DO or 
MD in Medicine; 12 years of experience in 
Neuroradiology; Eligibility for State of 
Michigan medical license; Certification by 
American Board of Radiology; and 1 year 
fellowship in Neuroradiology. To apply, visit 
careers.msu.edu (posting #901965).

SENIOR PERFORMANCE ENGINEER 
Delta Dental seeks full-time Senior Perfor-
mance Engineer. Create & maintain 
performance testing specifications & scripts. 
Performs req. testing & monitoring of syst. 
components while under load & provides 
tech. assistance & guidance on complex 
performance issues ensuring consistency & 
improving performance of bus. systems. 
Req: Bach. or equiv.+ 5 yrs. exp. Jobsite: 
Okemos, MI. Hybrid position w/ in-office req. 
Must live within a commutable distance of 
Okemos, MI & be able to work in-office as 
req. Apply online at www.deltadentalmi.com/
careers.

Ward 3 race pits two-term incumbent against young newbie East Lansing
from page 10

Ebersole Singh

Wardell



By LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Life goes by fast. One minute, you’re 
a 9-year-old girl, squinting at the sun, 
swinging on a tire and trying hard to 
avoid the old lady who yells at you when 
you walk past her garden.

The next minute, you’re the old lady.
It sounds like a cruel fate, but for 

actress Mary Badham, it’s a deliberate 
choice.

Badham, who turns 71 on Saturday 
(Oct. 7), played the key role of Scout 
in the 1962 film adaptation of “To Kill 
a Mockingbird,” with the late Gregory 
Peck as her father, Atticus Finch. Her 
sensitive, energetic performance earned 
her an Academy Award nomination for 
Best Supporting Actress.

More than half a century later, she’s on 
the other side of the porch rail playing 
her old nemesis, Mrs. Dubose, in Aar-
on Sorkin’s stage adaptation of Harp-
er Lee’s classic novel, running at the 
Wharton Center through Sunday (Oct. 
8). Richard Thomas, of “The Waltons” 
fame, heads the cast as Atticus Finch.

Badham sounded like her bubbly, 
non-cranky self when we talked last 
week as the touring company set up 
shop at Bass Performance Hall in Fort 
Worth, Texas.

“We’ve got a great cast,” she said. “I’m 
very pleased with it. We’ve been in re-
hearsal yesterday and the day before 
because we’ve got a few new 
people that have jumped in, 
and they have to learn how 
to move the sets and all of 
that.” 

Badham retired from act-
ing in the late 1960s, fin-
ished school and went on 
to work in education, medi-
cine and art restoration, but 
the compassionate message 
of “To Kill a Mockingbird” is 
still her touchstone.

After decades of speaking about 
“Mockingbird” at colleges and public 
events, joining a touring company of the 
stage adaptation was a logical step, but 
it wasn’t an easy one to make.

“This was my first foray into theater, 
and I was mortally terrified,” she said. 
What’s more, the morphine-addicted, 
racist Mrs. Dubose couldn’t be further 
removed from her own personality and 
outlook.

“She’s pretty complicated,” Badham 
said. “She’s mean and crotchety and in 
pain all the time. But she’s courageously 
fighting it, and she’s a hero in that sense. 
In the book, it says she ‘died free.’ She 
did kick it.”

When the producers invited Badham 
to see the play on Broadway three years 
ago, the quality of Sorkin’s adaptation 
cinched the deal for her.

“He’s so quick and so funny, and he 
knows how to make you think about 
stuff,” she said. “You have to pay atten-
tion because this play goes fast and fu-
rious.”

In the film, Atticus tells Scout that 
to really understand a person, you have 

to “climb into his skin,” but Badham 
wasn’t sure she wanted to inhabit Mrs. 
Dubose’s prickly hide night after night. 

“I had to go to my African American 
friends and go, ‘Look, guys, they want 
me to do this, and I don’t know if I can 
say these words,’” she recalled. “And they 
were like, ‘Go for it. You can do this. Just 
make her as mean and hateful as you 
can.’ And that’s what I’ve tried to do.”

Badham loved working on the 1962 
film, although it sometimes seems like 

a dream now.  
“Everybody on the film 

was so close,” she said. “We 
were like a family.”

For the rest of Peck’s life, 
he and Badham called each 
other “Atticus” and “Scout.”

“I used to go to their 
house on the weekends and 
play with their kids, Cecil-
ia and Anthony,” she said. 
“Whenever I go to Los An-
geles, I still stay with Cecilia 

a lot of times.” 
She noted that Peck, director Robert 

Mulligan and producer Alan Pakula all 
had young children at the time, so “it re-
ally made sense to them” to tell the story 
from the children’s point of view.

She singled out Mulligan as a “psy-
chological genius” who knew how to 
work with children. 

“He knew exactly what to do to get 
the reactions he wanted without talking 
about it,” she said.

Mulligan arranged it so Badham 
didn’t see actor Robert Duvall, who 
played the shy and reclusive Boo Radley, 
in character and makeup until cameras 
were rolling.

Haunted and fearful at first, Duvall 
cowers behind a door until he meets 
Badham’s curious gaze, and the two ex-
change tentative, compassionate smiles.

“Hey, Boo,” Scout greets him. If you 
don’t shed a tear at one of the silver 
screen’s most quietly shattering mo-
ments, you’re made of stone.

“When they opened that door, I was 
like, ‘There he is,’” Badham said.

She called Duvall “a perfect actor.”

“He can say so much with a look,” she 
said. 

Badham has played only a handful of 
major screen roles, but each is memo-
rable. At 13, she co-starred with Robert 
Redford and the late Natalie Wood in 
“This Property Is Condemned,” a 1966 
Sydney Pollack drama. The story is told 
through flashbacks, with Badham doing 
the narration.

Badham loved working with Wood — 
and smelling her Jungle Gardenia per-
fume — but didn’t relish getting caught 
in a nerve-wracking crossfire of daily 
rewrites involving the late playwright 
Tennessee Williams and three screen-
writers, including Francis Ford Coppo-
la.

“I would be getting into a car to go 
back to the hotel at the end of the day, 
and somebody would tap on the window 
and slide pages through,” she recalled. 
“Then they would have the audacity to 
come to the hotel room and tap on the 
door with more changes. My mother 
would send them packing, big time.”

Badham turned in another spirited 
lead performance in the 1966 William 
Castle thriller, “Let’s Kill Uncle,” a bi-
zarre black comedy packed with murder 
plots involving sharks and tarantulas. 

After that, she left the movie biz to 
return to school, but her hometown of 
Montgomery, Alabama, had lost its al-
lure.

“In California, I had friends of all rac-
es, colors and creeds,” she recalled. “And 
then I had to come back to Alabama, 
where, at that time, if a Black man so 
much as dared to look a white woman in 
the eye, he could be beaten to death, and 
nobody would say anything.”

She finished school in Arizona and 
met her husband, Richard Wilt, now 
a dean at Lehigh Carbon Community 
College in eastern Pennsylvania. They’re 
still together.

She looks back warmly on her expe-
rience filming “Mockingbird,” but it’s 
tough for her to watch the film anymore.

“Everybody’s gone,” she said. 
Other than Badham, only two major 

cast members are still alive. Duvall is 

92. Phillip Alford, who played Scout’s 
brother, Jem, is now 75 and lives in 
Gadsden, Alabama, having retired from 
acting in 1972. 

But Badham’s new stage family is a 
consolation.

“This cast and crew are wonderful,” 
she said. “They are such sweet people. 
Richard Thomas is doing a great job 
with Atticus. He would have been one 
of my first choices for Atticus, and he is 
just killing it.”

Badham is aware that “To Kill a 
Mockingbird,” as a white-centered sto-
ry that relegates the Black experience 
to the background, has been subject to 
a sweeping reevaluation in recent years.

“It’s a tiny little book, but there’s a lot 
in it,” Badham said. “It’s an educational 
tool, one of the best I’ve ever found. If 
you read it when you’re a kid, and then 
read it again in high school, and again 
when you’re a parent and again when 
you’re older, you’re always going to find 
something new or that you skipped be-
fore.”

Lee’s book and Sorkin’s adaptation 
weave the redemptive threads of em-
pathy and compassion through a dense 
tapestry of ignorance and injustice. The 
central narrative, in which a white at-
torney defends an innocent Black man 
accused of rape, is woven into that tap-
estry, along with the children’s blind 
fear of Boo Radley, Mrs. Dubose’s strug-
gles with morphine addiction and many 
other issues.

“Everybody wants to put this book 
down to a Black-and-white racial 
thing, and it’s totally not,” Badham 
said. “If you want to talk about family 
issues, mental issues, physician-pre-
scribed pain medications, legal issues, 
social structures, child abuse, the im-
portance of reading, it’s all in there, all 
of life’s lessons we still have not learned. 
That’s where I’m coming from. I have 
found that the people who criticize the 
book, the ones who want to pull it off 
the shelf, have never read it and don’t 
understand what’s in it.”
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“To Kill a 
Mockingbird”
Through Oct. 8
7:30 p.m. Wednesday-
Thursday
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday
2 p.m. Saturday
1 and 6:30 p.m. Sunday
Wharton Center Cobb 
Great Hall
517-432-2000
whartoncenter.com
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

From the swing to the rocking chair
Mary Badham takes the leap from fi lm to stage in ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’

Courtesy photo

As attorney Atticus Finch’s daughter, Scout, in the 1962 film 
adaptation of “To Kill a Mockingbird,” Mary Badham became 
close friends with the late Gregory Peck.

Courtesy photo

Badham said she wasn’t sure she could play Mrs. Dubose in Aaron 
Sorkin’s stage adaptation of “To Kill a Mockingbird” because the 
angry, racist character is “the opposite of me.”



By LUCAS HENKEL

Since the release of her stoner 
summer anthem, “Wake N’ Bake,” 
and the accompanying music vid-
eo, produced and sponsored by 
Laingsburg dispensary Local Roots 
Cannabis and Michigan-based can-
nabis company Redemption Can-
nabis, singer/songwriter Sadie 
Bass has been living the high life. 
She’s booked 56 shows in 18 differ-
ent states across the country and is 
working on an album with country 
hit-makers in Nashville, Tennessee. 

“I’m so thankful for the Liskeys 
and Local Roots. ‘Wake N’ Bake’ 
has been a major hit and is one of 
my most popular songs,” 
Bass said. “There were 
some shows on tour down 
South where when I per-
formed ‘Wake N Bake,’ I 
saw people in the crowd 
looking at each other. Al-
most like they were look-
ing for the other person’s 
approval, if that makes sense.”

It does make sense — although 
several Southern states have enacted 
medical cannabis programs, few of 
them have embraced the recreation-
al use of cannabis. Bass also shared 
a story of one innocent fan from Al-

abama telling her that she thought 
the song was about baking in the 
sun, not getting baked. 

“I guess the song can mean differ-
ent things for different people, and 
I think that’s great,” she said with a 
laugh. 

Bass has been spending a lot of 
time bouncing back and forth be-
tween Michigan and Nashville to 
prepare for her upcoming album re-
lease and tour. 

“I’m scheduled to perform at more 
festivals next year, so I want to have 
a nice mix of music to perform,” she 
said. “I have a few songs that I’m 
working on that are more badass 
and high-energy, but I’m also work-

ing on a few dancey love 
songs, too.” 

She plans to perform 
a mix of new songs and 
some oldies and covers 
at her free show Sunday 
(Oct. 8) at Laingsburg’s 
McClintock Park Am-
phitheater, sponsored 

by Local Roots and Redemption 
Cannabis. The two-hour show will 
feature an acoustic set by Bass and 
her friend and band member Zach 
Hayes, a Lansing native. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring a chair or a 
blanket to sit on. To prepare for Bass’ show, roll up 

your favorite Redemption Cannabis 
strain, which can be found at Local 
Roots, and listen to her music on Spo-
tify, Apple Music or YouTube. Check 
out her website, sadiebassmusic.com, 
for a full list of upcoming tour dates. 

Leaving Lansterdam 
When I read that Kyle Kaminski 

was leaving City Pulse last August, I 
was pretty bummed out. As a fellow 
stoner and resident of Lansing, I 
enjoyed reading Lansterdam in Re-
view. Not only did I feel like I was 
staying up to date about all things 
cannabis in mid-Michigan, but I 
also felt as though I could actual-
ly stay in the loop as to what was 
happening in my local community, 
something I was desperately seek-
ing as a new transplant to the area. 
So, when City Pulse posted an ad 
seeking a new writer for its weekly 
weed column, with my wife’s en-
couragement, I pushed through my 
self-doubt and sent in my resume. 
A few days later, City Pulse’s editor 
and publisher, Berl Schwartz, called 
me and asked if I would be inter-
ested in covering Pure Roots’ grand 
opening on North Larch Street. 
This would mark the beginning of 
my time as “Lucas of Lansterdam.”

Throughout the last year, I’ve 
had the opportunity to interview 
dozens of people, from recreation-

al dispensary owners and manag-
ers to musicians and activists, who 
have made the Michigan cannabis 
industry what it is today. I’ve been 
able to try out some of the hottest 
cannabis products on the market 
and got paid to write my feedback, 
something my college self nev-
er thought was possible. I’ve been 
able to talk to so many folks about 
the positive impacts cannabis has 
made on their lives and the lives 
of others. While the industry isn’t 
perfect by any means — capitalism 
and greed can seep into all markets, 
including cannabis — I’m thankful 
for the folks I’ve met and the les-
sons I’ve learned along the way.

While I’ll still be living in Lan-
sing, my time as your go-to weed 
reporter has come to an end. I’m 
not sure what the future will hold 
for Lansterdam in Review, but 
what I do know is that Michigan’s 
cannabis scene will not go unno-
ticed. 
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Sadie Bass on life after ‘Wake N’ Bake’

Courtesy photo

Singer/songwriter Sadie Bass, a Bath native, returns to the Lansing area Sunday 
(Oct. 8) for a free show at Laingsburg’s McClintock Park Amphitheater.

Sadie Bass 
Sunday, Oct. 8
2-4 p.m.
McClintock Park 
Amphitheater
255 E. McClintock St., 
Laingsburg
sadiebassmusic.com

City Pulse needs a new Lansterdam 
in Review columnist. Do all aspects 
of cannabis interest you, from 
product reviews to business 
operations? Are you a good writer? 
Are you careful with the facts? Can 
you meet deadlines? If so, let’s talk. 
Please contact Berl Schwartz at 
(517) 999-5061 or 
publisher@lansingcitypulse.com.
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in Review:
Terple Gang
in Review:

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub.

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds.

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too.

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor.

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell.

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.”

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high.

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high.

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%.

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.”

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button.

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output.

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week.

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year.

Here’s a look at a few of them:
Terple Gang — Bombulan
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder.

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed.

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips.

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes.

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks.

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too.

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes.

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty.

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap.

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com.

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Help put the ink on the page.
Contribute to City Pulse.

Mail checks to City Pulse, 1905 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48912

To contribute by credit card, please go to 
www.lansingcitypulse.org/support-us/

or call (517) 999-6704
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Another season of historical walking tours wraps in REO Town

By CHELSEA LAKE ROBERTS

If you’ve never been a tourist in 
your own city, you’re missing out on 
interesting architecture, transpor-
tation history and … Fruit Wars? 

“The headline was, ‘Fruit Mer-
chant Guns Down Rival in Street,’” 
said Jenn Carpenter, owner of 
Deadtime Stories in REO Town and 
host of the historical crime podcast 
“Violent Ends.” “My first thought 
was, ‘Fruit merchants had rivals?’” 

Carpenter was researching some-
thing for her podcast and, as often 
happens to those who scour the ar-
chives, she got sidetracked. She end-
ed up uncovering a series of stories 
about rival fruit merchants on South 
Washington Avenue and coined the 
term “Fruit Wars” on an episode of 
her podcast. 

“The State Journal never reported 
on it as one big thing that was hap-
pening. They were all individual in-
stances, but they involved the same 
people,” she said. 

Some of the stories of the Fruit 
Wars include blown-up buildings, 
hired hitmen and residents being 
gunned down in the streets. Car-
penter thinks that because orga-
nized crime was involved, reporters 
couldn’t investigate or mention the 
larger picture, which she said in-
cluded the late gangster Al Capone. 

“They had no idea that someday 
we’d be able to go back and connect 
the dots to see the bigger picture,” 
she said.

The story of Lansing’s Fruit Wars 
was just one of many shared at the 
Historical Society of Greater Lan-

sing’s last walking tour of the season 
Saturday (Sept. 30), which took at-
tendees along a few blocks of South 
Washington Avenue in REO Town.

Bill Castanier has been the pres-
ident of the Historical Society for 
five years and a member for 10. He 
said the tours are successful because 
they incorporate both architectural 
history and the history of Lansing 
residents. 

“Most tours focus on either one or 
the other, but we’ve found success 
talking about both the buildings 
and the people who lived in them,” 
he said. “One of the things that hap-
pens at the tours is that people come 
who know more than we do. They’ve 
got the history, either because of 
family or they’ve lived here their 
whole lives.”

The walking tours have been hap-
pening each summer for nearly a 
decade, guiding attendees through 
neighborhoods like Old Town, 
downtown, the east side, the west 
side and more. Tours are free, no 
registration is required, and most 
are less than half a mile. Now that 
summer has ended, the Historical 
Society will transition to lecture 
events throughout the fall and win-
ter. 

Castanier, who is City Pulse’s 
book columnist and a longtime con-
tributor, said REO Town is one of 
the most historic parts of Lansing, 
thanks to the now-defunct REO 
Motor Car Co. During the early 
20th century, it was a boomtown, 
with thousands of workers living 
there in the 1920s. But it suffered 
a dramatic downturn in the 1970s 

when the plant closed. 
“It was an unpleasant place to be. 

Where Blue Owl Coffee is now used 
to be a topless shoeshine parlor,” 
Castanier said.

The brick building next to the  
Lansing Board of Water and Light 
headquarters was once a station for 
the Grand Trunk Railroad, which 
operated passenger train trips 
around the country. 

“You could leave from there and 
go to New York or Philadelphia,” 
Castanier said. 

Archival newspaper clippings pro-
vided by the Historical Society show 
round-trip fares for less than $30 
to Quebec City; Boston; Montreal; 
Portland, Maine; and Atlantic City, 
New Jersey. One newspaper adver-
tisement from 1917 details how pas-
sengers could leave Lansing at 5:57 
p.m. daily and have dinner in the 
dining car. After sleeping overnight 
while passing through Canada, they 
would arrive at Niagara Falls the 
next morning and spend the day 
passing through the Finger Lakes 
region of New York, which the ad 
calls “The Switzerland of America.” 
The train would arrive in New York 
City that afternoon, followed by 
Philadelphia. 

One especially memorable mo-
ment at the busy Lansing train sta-
tion was when the late President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt stopped there 
during a whistle-stop tour on Oct. 
15, 1936. The paper of the day re-
ported, “President’s Cheerfulness 
Impresses Local Throng,” and noted 
that he stopped for long enough to 
chat with youngsters in the crowd 
of 20,000 people. Other front-page 
stories that day included a man 
who was sent to prison for wound-

ing his wife, Detroit voting regis-
tration being at an all-time high, 
100,000 hunters taking to the ar-
eas surrounding Lansing in search 
of pheasants and two stories about 
hunting accidents.

In 1971, the passenger rail service 
closed, and the building became a 
series of restaurants and blues-mu-
sic establishments. 

“It was a rough neighborhood 
back then, and now it’s totally 
turned around,” Castanier said. “All 
the buildings are being used for dif-
ferent purposes. Ellison Brewery is 
the only building left that has any-
thing to do with REO. It used to be 
a dealership.”

Castanier remembers hosting a 
walking tour just 10 years ago. He 
said REO Town was dramatically 
different. 

“It was just starting to come back, 
about the time that Dylan (Rogers) 
was opening the Robin Theatre. It’s 
really changed dramatically in 10 
years,” he said.

He also mentioned that the fund-
ing recently approved to restore 
the Moores Park Pool will put even 
more people on the streets of REO 
Town in years to come. 

“It will have a dramatic impact on 
the area,” he said.

Castanier finished our conver-
sation by stating that many people 
don’t really know the full history of 
Lansing. He feels lucky that the His-
torical Society has discovered some 
unique and interesting people who 
were lost to history. 

“We found one guy in Lansing 
who was a polar explorer. At one 
point, his name was on the front of 
every newspaper in the world, and 
no one here knows him,” he said.

Courtesy of the Historical Society of Greater Lansing

Lansing’s former Grand Trunk Railroad station now sits next to the Lansing Board of 
Water and Light headquarters, hosting BWL Board of Commissioners meetings and 
training for employees.

Courtesy of the Historical Society of Greater Lansing

A postcard from 1911 depicts the former Grand Trunk Railroad station in REO Town. 
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Upper Peninsula author examines plight of orphan-train children
By BILL CASTANIER

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, 
thousands of orphaned and aban-
doned children were loaded onto 
trains heading westbound from the 
East Coast. The trains would stop 
along the way so the children could 
be put on display like livestock and 
selected for adoption.

It sounds compassionate, but the 
children were often adopted into 
horrible conditions amounting to 
servitude. As the trains traveled fur-
ther west, the weaker, less attractive 
children became the only ones left 
for adoption.

It’s into this time period that Up-
per Peninsula writer John Smo-
lens drops readers of “A Cold, Hard 
Prayer,” his new historical-fiction 
novel that follows two teenagers, 
Lincoln Hawser, a sickly boy bet-
ter known as “Rope,” and Mercy, a 
mixed-race girl, who are among the 
last children standing on a railroad 
siding in southern Michigan. 

Early in the book, Smolens writes 
about the tremendous hardships the 
teens find themselves facing with 
their foster family, the Naus, who 
lost their two children to the influ-
enza epidemic.

Mr. Nau is a drunk, and he has his 
eye on Mercy for lascivious reasons. 
Things go terribly wrong, and the 
teens are forced to run away from 
the fictional southern Michigan city 
of Otter Creek in the middle of win-
ter. Mercy heads north to St. Ignace 
in the hopes of connecting with her 

mother’s aunt, who she prays might 
take her in. Rope follows closely be-
hind for reasons he can’t identify.

As they make their way north, 
numerous high-profile adventures 
await them, especially after they’re 
accused of murdering Mr. Nau. A 
dogged police chief, Jim Kinkaid, 
goes after the duo as they make their 
way to St. Ignace. Also looking to 
capture the children are members 
of the Ku Klux Klan, who want to 
conduct a “trial” of the two alleged 
killers to further 
their cause of or-
ganizing in the 
North.

Smolens said 
his 12 novels all 
revolve around 
geographic lo-
cations, which 
helps move the 
plot forward.

“Also, this is 
not the first book 
I’ve written about 
the 1920s. It was 
a remarkable era. 
We were creating 
a modern life but 
also looking back 
at when the Ku 
Klux Klan was 
a real political 
force,” he said.

Kinkaid “cap-
tures” the teens a few different times 
but treats them with dignity as he 
arranges to bring them back to Otter 
Creek to face charges. As he arrives in 
St. Ignace, he finds himself trapped 
while repairs are made to the Chief 
Wawatam ferry. In the short time 
he’s there, Kinkaid loses his charges 
and finds himself involved in anoth-
er tracking episode that becomes 

complex when the Klan and illegal 
alcohol distillers get involved.

“It doesn’t matter how many nov-
els I’ve written. Each time, it’s like 
building a wheel from scratch, but I 
like the idea of discovery,” Smolens 
said. “You have to be patient with 
your writing, and it goes in places 
you don’t expect.”

As always, Smolens, who has writ-
ten about the Bath School disaster of 
1927 and a plague on the East Coast, 
among other historical topics, adds 

tremendous at-
mosphere to the 
complex plots. 
Smolens is a ded-
icated researcher 
and always gets 
his facts right 
so that the time, 
place and plot 
seem believable. 
It helps that all of 
his recent books 
begin with a fac-
tual event from 
history. 

In his new 
book, Smolen 
also includes a 
subplot of the 
plight of Ojib-
we children who 
were placed in 
Catholic convents 
to be “saved” but 

basically became servants. 
The orphan trains transported 

more than 200,000 children, often 
the children of early migrant fam-
ilies, to the Midwest between the 
1850s and 1929, with the vast ma-
jority of the children ending up as 
farm laborers and housekeepers for 
farm families.

In 1979, CBS aired a fictional TV 

movie, “Orphan Train,” that detailed 
the experience, and numerous books 
have been written about the orphan 
trains as well. 

The first train was sent to Dow-
agiac, Michigan. As the program 
expanded nationwide, sending chil-
dren to 45 states, it began to meet 
great resistance due to a lack of over-
sight and the children being treated 
like they were cattle at an auction.

In 2017, the Dowagiac Area His-
tory Museum held a reunion of or-
phan train riders and their families 
to recognize this ultimately harmful 
adoption program.

Courtesy photo 

“It doesn’t matter how many novels 
I’ve written. Each time, it’s like building 
a wheel from scratch, but I like the 
idea of discovery,” said John Smolens, 
author of the new historical-fiction 
novel “A Cold, Hard Prayer.” 
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Putting the pieces back together with MSU’s ‘Clue’
By CHELSEA LAKE ROBERTS

A classic whodunit, produced by 
Michigan State University’s Depart-
ment of Theatre, takes the stage at the 
Wharton Center’s Pasant Theatre be-
ginning Friday (Oct. 6), featuring an 
ensemble cast, a board-game-esque 
set, complex comedic timing and — 
the ancient Greeks will hate this one 
— plenty of death on stage. 

Director Ryan Patrick Welsh, an 
assistant professor of media acting, 
said it’s been fun to challenge his cast 
while teaching them the ins and outs 
of stage comedy. 

“The demand of a joke is high-
er than the demand of a tragic mo-
ment because you can feel tragedy in 
so many different ways. It can take 
more time or less time. But the joke 
is on the page. And if you don’t lift the 
three lines before it, for example, then 
the other person’s punchline doesn’t 
land,” he said.

The last show Welsh directed for 
MSU was “Sweat,” by Lynn Nottage, a 
story of factory-floor friendships and 
fractures amid union strikes. Welsh 
said producing that show was more 
about “finding moments and having 
conversations,” but with “Clue,” he 
said, “This is the punchline, and we’ve 
got to get there. It’s a skill to hit that 
punchline.”

Seray Sezgen, a junior double ma-
joring in acting and public relations 
and minoring in musical theater, 
plays Mrs. White. She said she has a 
personal connection to the role. 

“Clue is my favorite board game of 
all time. I played it throughout my 
entire childhood, 
and I always won. 
Ironically, I always 
chose Mrs. White 
as my player.” 

She said she’s 
seen the movie, 
and her charac-
ter isn’t quite the 
same. 

“She’s colder, 
the tragedy is hid-
den inside her, but 
now I’m demonstrating that tragedy a 
lot more on stage. I think that’s com-
ing from the difference between mov-
ies and theater,” she said.

True fans of the board game will re-
member the brief thinkpiece dump of 
2016 that occurred when Mrs. White 
was killed off by the game’s makers 
and replaced with Dr. Orchid, a young 
Asian woman. This year, Mrs. White 
was quietly reintroduced, and Dr. Or-

chid was retired, resulting in neither 
outrage nor fanfare from Clue stans.

Tyler Radze, a junior double major-
ing in acting and business manage-
ment, plays Col. Mustard, whom the 
actor describes as officious, self-aware 
and sort of an idiot. 

“He doesn’t pick up on nuance, and 
a lot of the jokes come from the way 
he’s bulldozed himself into an awk-
ward situation,” he said. 

Radze was intrigued by how Welsh 
encouraged the cast to think of their 
characters as coming from just a sin-
gle color. 

“It’s been a lot 
of fun bringing 
these bigger-than-
life characters to 
the stage,” Radze  
said.

This is Radze’s 
first show in the 
Pasant Theatre. 
The theater is 
built in a thrust 
style, meaning the 
stage juts out into 

the audience and  three sides of the 
actors are visible at all times. Radze 
said it’s been interesting going from 
the typical proscenium-style stage to 
the thrust, especially because the cast 
is on stage for the full 90 minutes. 

Creative set design by Thalia Pearce 
lays out each room on the stage so 
that the set is completely static. This 
means when an actor “dies,” they have 
to stay there — sometimes for up to 25 

minutes. 
According to Sezgen, the cast has 

been having a great time rehearsing.
“It’s really funny. Every time we’re 

doing rehearsal, I think, ‘How am I 
not going to laugh on stage?’” she said.

Welsh said he feels like the students 
are finally readjusting after years 
of pandemic-related protocols and 
changes to instruction delivery. Both 
Sezgen and Radze did theater before 
enrolling at MSU, and they described 
the past few years of doing mono-
logues and scene work while wearing 
masks or rehearsing in masks but not 
wearing them for performances. Sez-
gen said she’s just glad to be back to “a 
normal experience.” 

Welsh said the transition into 
COVID protocols was simpler because 
supporting students made sense. But 
transitioning back has meant rede-
fining expectations and reacclimat-
ing students to the natural rigor of a 
theater major, which includes days of 
classes, nights of rehearsals and per-
formances and working student jobs 
and internships, all at the same time. 
But for some students, the work is just 
worth it.  

Sezgen started taking acting class-
es in the fourth grade. By sixth grade, 
she knew she wanted to be an actress. 

“My mom was like, ‘No,’ but my dad 
said, ‘You’ve got this,’” she said, laugh-
ing. “I’ve been doing theater for a long 
time, but ‘Clue’ is going to be my big-
gest experience yet.”

Chelsea Lake Roberts for City Pulse

Director Ryan Patrick Welsh (left) and cast members Seray Sezgen (center) and Tyler Radze block a scene for Michigan 
State University’s production of “Clue.”
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October theater 
productions

“Clue”
MSU Department of Theatre

Oct. 6-15

7:30 p.m. Wednesday-Thursday

8 p.m. Friday-Saturday

2 p.m. Sunday; Oct. 14

Wharton Center Pasant Theatre

750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing

whartoncenter.com

“Isaac’s Eye”
LCC Performing Arts

Oct. 6-14

8 p.m. Friday-Saturday

2 p.m. Sunday

LCC Black Box Theatre

411 N. Grand Ave., Lansing

lcc.edu/showinfo

“On the Market”
Through Oct. 22

8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday

2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday; Oct. 11 and 18

Williamston Theatre

122 S. Putnam St., Williamston

williamstontheatre.org

“The Rocky Horror Picture Show”
Oct. 19-28

7 p.m. Thursday

8 p.m. and midnight Friday-Saturday

Riverwalk Theatre

228 Museum Drive, Lansing

riverwalktheatre.com
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): The Indigenous Semai 
people of Malaysia have an unusual taboo. They 
try hard not to cause unhappiness in others. 
This makes them reluctant to impose their 
wishes on anyone. Even parents hesitate to force 
their children to do things. I recommend you 
experiment with this practice. Now is an excellent 
time to refine your effect on people to be as 
benevolent and welcoming as possible. Don’t 
worry — you won’t have to be this kind and sweet 
forever. But doing so temporarily could generate 
timely enhancements in your relationship life.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Taurus author William 
Shakespeare reshaped the English language. 
He coined hundreds of words and revised the 
meanings of hundreds more. Idioms like “green-
eyed monster” and “milk of human kindness” 
originated from him. But the Bard also created 
some innovations that didn’t last. “Recover the 
wind” appeared in “Hamlet” but never came 
into wide use. Other failures include, “Would 
you take eggs for money?” and “From smoke 
to smother.” Still, Shakespeare’s final tally of 
enduring neologisms is impressive. With this 
vignette, I’m inviting you to celebrate how many 
more successes than flops you’ve had. The time 
is right for realistic self-praise.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): I hope beauty will be your 
priority in the coming weeks. I hope you will seek 
out beauty, celebrate it and commune with it 
adoringly. To assist your efforts, I offer five gems: 
1. Whatever you love is beautiful; love comes first, 
beauty follows. The greater your capacity for love, 
the more beauty you’ll find in the world. —Jane 
Smiley. 2. The world is incomprehensibly beautiful 
— an endless prospect of magic and wonder. —
Ansel Adams. 3. A beautiful thing is never perfect. 
—Egyptian proverb. 4. You can make the world 
beautiful just by refusing to lie about it. —Iain S. 
Thomas. 5. Beauty isn’t a special inserted sort of 
thing. It is just life, pure life, life nascent, running 
clear and strong. –H.G. Wells.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): I read a review that 
described a certain movie as having “a soft, 
tenuous incandescence — like fog lit by the glow 
of fireflies.” That sounds like who you are these 
days, Cancerian. You’re mysterious yet luminous; 
hard to decipher but overflowing with life energy; 
fuzzy around the edges but radiating warmth and 
well-being. I encourage you to remain faithful to 
this assignment for now. It’s not a state you will 
inhabit forever, but it’s what’s needed and true for 
the foreseeable future.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The published work of Leo 
author Thomas de Quincey fills 14 volumes. He 
inspired superstar writers like Edgar Allan Poe, 
Charles Baudelaire, Nikolai Gogol and Jorge Luis 
Borges. Yet he also ingested opium for 54 years 
and was often addicted. Cultural historian Mike 
Jay says de Quincey was not self-medicating or 
escaping reality but rather keen on “exploring 
the hidden recesses of his mind.” He used it to 
dwell in states of awareness that were otherwise 
unattainable. I don’t encourage you to take drugs 
or follow de Quincey’s path, Leo. But I believe the 
time is right to explore the hidden recesses of 
your mind via other means. Like what? Working 
with your nightly dreams? Meditating your ass off? 
Having soul-altering sex with someone who wants 
to explore hidden recesses, too? Any others?

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Virgo journalist H.L. 
Mencken said, “The average person doesn’t want 
to be free. He wants to be safe.” There’s some 
truth in that, but I believe it will be irrelevant for you 
in the coming months. According to my analysis, 
you can be both safer and freer than you’ve been 
in a long time. I hope you take full advantage! 
Brainstorm about unexpected feats you might be 
able to accomplish during this state of grace.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Libran philosopher and 
writer Michel Foucault aspired to open up his 
readers’ minds with novel ideas. He said his task 
was to make windows where there had been 

walls. I’d like to borrow his approach for your 
use in the coming weeks. It might be the most fun 
to demolish the walls that are subdividing your 
world and keeping you from preventing free and 
easy interchange. But I suspect that’s unrealistic. 
What’s more likely is partial success: creating 
windows in the walls.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): More and more older 
people are transitioning to different genders. An 
article in The Guardian describes how Bethan 
Henshaw, a warehouse worker, transitioned to 
female at age 57. Ramses Underhill-Smith became 
a man in his 40s. With this as your starting point, I 
invite you to reevaluate your personal meanings of 
gender. Please note that I’m not implying you should 
change your designation. Astrological omens 
simply suggest that you will benefit from expanding 
your ideas. Here’s Scorpio singer Sophie B. 
Hawkins, a mother who says she’s omnisexual: “My 
sexuality stems from an emotional connection to 
someone’s soul. You don’t have to make a gender 
choice and stick with it.”

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Sagittarian 
author Mark Twain said that in urgent or trying 
circumstances, uttering profanities “furnishes a 
relief denied even to prayer.” I will add that these 
magic words can be downright catalytic and 
healing — especially for you right now. Here are 
situations in which swearing could be therapeutic 
in the coming weeks: 1. when people take 
themselves too seriously; 2. when you need to 
escape feelings of powerlessness; 3. when know-
it-alls are trying to limit the range of what can be 
said; 4. when people seem frozen or stunned and 
don’t know what to do next. In all these cases, 
well-placed expletives could provide necessary 
jolts to shift the stuck energy. (PS: Have fun using 
other surprises, ploys and twists to shake things 
up for a good cause.)

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): In Roman mythology, 
Venus was the goddess of love, desire and beauty. 
Yet modern science tells us the planet Venus is 
blanketed with sulfuric-acid clouds, has a surface 
temperature of 867 degrees Fahrenheit and is 
covered with 85,000 volcanoes. Why are the two 
Venuses out of sync? Here’s a clue, courtesy of 
occultist Dion Fortune. She said the goddess 
Venus is often a disturbing influence in the world, 
diverting us from life’s serious business. I can 
personally attest to the ways that my affinity 
for love, desire and beauty have distracted me 
from becoming a hard-driving billionaire tech 
entrepreneur. But I wouldn’t have it any other 
way. How about you, Capricorn? I predict that the 
goddess version of Venus will be extra active in 
your life during the coming months.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Thousands of heirloom 
food species are privately owned and hoarded. 
They once belonged to Indigenous people but 
haven’t been grown for decades. Descendants 
of their original owners are trying to get them 
back and grow them again — a process they 
call rematriation — but they meet resistance 
from companies and governmental agencies 
that commandeered the seeds. There has been 
some progress, though. The Ho-Chunk Nation of 
Wisconsin has recovered some of its ancestral 
corn, beans and squash. Now would be a good 
time for you Aquarians to launch your own 
version of rematriation: reclaiming what was 
originally yours and what truly belongs to you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): I like Piscean poet Jane 
Hirshfield’s understanding of what “lies at the 
core of ritual.” She says it’s “the entrance into a 
mystery that can be touched but not possessed.” 
My wish for you right now, Pisces, is that you will 
experience mysteries that can be touched but not 
possessed. To do so will give you direct access to 
prime riddles at the heart of your destiny. You will 
commune with sublime conundrums that rouse 
deep feelings and rich insights, none of which 
are fully explicable by your logical mind. Please 
consider performing a homemade sacred ritual 
or two.

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                          October 4-10, 2023

“Well, That’s Fare” -- 
to coin a phrase.

by Matt Jones

© 2023 Matt Jones

ACROSS

1. “C’mon, quit it!”

7. High poker pair

11. #1 bud

14. Friendly New 
Orleans address

15. “90210” actress 
Spelling

16. Shapiro on NPR

17. Annoying consumer 
levy

19. “What’s in the 
___?!”

20. Jeopardized

21. Exert some effort

23. Beverage suffixes

24. With authority 
derived from one’s 
position, in Latin

30. Baltimore player

31. Word in a fall 
forecast, maybe

32. Word in a fall 
forecast, maybe

35. La Mediterranee, e.g.

36. “Mater” intro

37. They’re quintessential

41. ___-lock brakes

42. ___ Gatos, CA

43. Old U.S. gas station 
still seen in Canada

44. “Things are not always 
what they ___”

45. Anaphylaxis treatment

48. 114-year-old gas 
station logo

50. “To be,” to Bizet

54. Prefix meaning “fire”

55. Good place for a pool 
table

57. Name on 1950s 
campaign buttons

59. Payment down to the 
penny (or what the theme 
entries exhibit?)

63. Play on linear TV

64. “Sonic & Knuckles” 

publisher

65. Follower of multi- (or 
if it’s a gadget criticized 
by Alton Brown, uni-)

66. “Unforgettable” singer 
___ ‘King’ Cole

67. High-altitude seat 
feature

68. Like clothes after a 
workout

DOWN

1. “Amor vincit ___”

2. Baskervilles beast

3. Attack from a distance, 
in Overwatch

4. Zaps, on “Jackass”

5. Epps of “House, M.D.”

6. More tree-scented

7. Played the restaurant 
critic

8. Hotel suite extra

9. Noteworthy time 
period

10. Like ESP, sense-wise

11. Toys that may wet 
themselves

12. “To” opposite

13. Awkward situation

18. 161, to Claudius

22. “Previously on” 
segments

25. “Here! Take a chair”

26. “It’s... Little ___ 
Horne!”

27. “Trillion” prefix

28. ___ Void (“Never Say 
Never” new wave band)

29. “’Tis a shame”

30. Less than a couple

32. Actress Zellweger

33. Someone who knows 
their Monet from their 
Manet

34. “Allow me”

37. We all have one

38. Letters to ___ (‘90s 
rock band)

39. High-rated

40. About 79% of the old 

“Guess Who?” board

46. Haircut line

47. Raises, as a 

skyscraper

49. Family insignia

50. Remove, as chalk

51. Maker of small trucks

52. Peter who had a way 

with words

53. Abrasive material 

used for nail files

56. Chunk of tobacky

57. Jeff’s character in 

“Jurassic Park”

58. Korean car company

60. Gen-___ (one who’s 

nearly fifty-something)

61. Palindromic Turkish 

title

62. Bahamas islet

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 23

SUDOKU Beginner

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.
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Wednesday, Oct. 4
“A Course of Love” Book Study, Facilitated by 
Lucille Olson & Bill Dietrich - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 
417 886. Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Acting & Glee Music Class for Kids - Ages 5-12. 4:30 
p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.
com.

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. Kalam-
azoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. allenneighborhood-
center.org/market.

Anti-Violence Initiative - Seven-week program for 
teens ages who have faced violence or bullying 
due to sexual orientation or gender identity. 4-5:30 
p.m. Salus Center, 408 S. Washington Square, 
Lansing. saluscenter.org/programs/calendar.

Decoupage with Fire - Make Halloween-themed 
crafts using fire and Mod Podge! Intended for 
adults. Registration req. 6 p.m. Charlotte Commu-
nity Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-
8859. charlottelibrary.org.

“Fitness Over 50” Senior Exercise Group - The 
Meridian Township Parks and Recreation Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group exercises at Central 
Park Pavilion. 9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. 
meridian50plus.com.

Improv Acting Class - 8:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Jazz Dance Class - 7 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

LBCA Meeting - 7:30 a.m. Pine Hills Golf Course, 
6603 Woodbury Road, Laingsburg.

Meridian Historical Village Speaker Series - Sally 
Gray, a retired MSU associate professor, will 
present on the social history of tea. 10 a.m. Village 
Chapel, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. 517-347-7300. 
meridianhistoricalvillage.org.

Michigan Young Birders Network Virtual Meeting - 
Free virtual networking group for individuals ages 
13-18. 7 p.m. Meeting ID: 946 4329 0865. Password: 
Chickadee. 

Mid-Michigan Art Guild FALL MEMBER ART SHOW - 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Neighborhood Empowerment Center, 
600 W. Maple St., Lansing. midmichiganartguild.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Small Works Art Exhibit - 
10 a.m.-8 p.m. CADL - Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin 
St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/our-lo-
cations/haslett.

Mindfulness Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh 
tradition - All are welcome to join our weekly 
practice! 7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK 
Jr. Blvd., Lansing. lamc.info.  

Shiawassee Artists’ Guild Presents: “Potpourri” 
- 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand 
River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. framersedge.
net.

Tap II Class - 6 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Two-Faced Wilson at the Graduate Rock Bar - 8 
p.m. 133 Evergreen Ave., East Lansing. 517-348-
0900. facebook.com/graduaterockbar.

Weaving the Web: Water - Join us online or in per-
son for discussions, rituals, meditations and more! 

6 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center St., Suite 
7, Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org.

“Wholly Integrated,” by Zoe Beaudry - 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Lansing Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 
S. Washington Square, Suite 100, Lansing. 517-574-
4521. lansingartgallery.org.

Thursday, Oct. 5
“A Course in Miracles,” Facilitated by Lisa Schmidt 
- 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. Passcode: 601744. 
unitylansing.org.

Acting 101 Class - 7 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Acting Ensemble Class - 8 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. James 
Couzens Memorial Park, 13753 Main St., Bath. 517-
641-6728. shopbfm.org.

Creative Placemaking Summit 9 - Learn about 
creative placemaking projects across the country 
and envision what’s next for the movement in 
Lansing! 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. The Cadillac Room, 1115 
S. Washington Ave., Lansing. lansingplacemakers.
org/2023_summit.html.

Dimondale Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. 136 N. 
Bridge St., Dimondale. villageofdimondale.org.

Eloquents Toastmasters Weekly Meeting - Safe 
and positive environment to practice public 
speaking and leadership skills. 6:30 p.m. Okemos 
Presbyterian Church, 2258 Bennett Road, Oke-
mos. eloquents.toastmastersclubs.org.

Five-Course German Cuisine Dinner Pairing - Five 
flight-glass pours of craft beers paired with a five-
course German menu. 7:30 p.m. Looking Glass 
Brewing Co., 115 N. Bridge St., DeWitt. 517-668-
6004. lookingglassbrewingcompany.com.

Frog & Koop at Old Bag of Nails Pub - 6 p.m. 210 
Cascade Blvd., Lansing. 517-826-6266. facebook.
com/oldbagofnailslansing.

Higher Ground Enrichment Time - Kids can use 
the computers, eat snacks and have a great, 
safe time. 3-6 p.m. Higher Ground Community 
Development Center, 3637 W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 
517-894-1633.

Jazz/Hip Hop II class - Ages 9-13. 4 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Karaoke Thursday - 8 p.m.-midnight. The Green 
Door Bar & Grill, 2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
517-325-9897. greendoorlive.com.

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - Join other adult 
women for fun, exercise, friendship and skating 
practice. 9:30-11:30 a.m. Suburban Ice, 2810 Han-
nah Blvd., East Lansing. ladiessilverblades.org.

Laingsburg Farmers Market - 5-8 p.m. First Con-
gregational Church of Laingsburg, 401 E. Grand 
River Road, Laingsburg. 517-295-8128. laingsburg-
business.org/farmers-market-1.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild FALL MEMBER ART SHOW - 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Neighborhood Empowerment Center, 
600 W. Maple St., Lansing. midmichiganartguild.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Small Works Art Exhibit - 
10 a.m.-8 p.m. CADL - Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin 
St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/our-lo-

cations/haslett.

Organic Yoga with Maja McKeever - 6 p.m. Unity 
Spiritual Center of Lansing, 2395 Washington 
Road, Lansing. 269-762-3189. unitylansing.org.

REACH Virtual Meet-up: Arts Incubator for Young 
People - 4 p.m. Zoom meeting ID: 828 0808 9879. 
517-999-3643. reachstudioart.org.

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble - Learn to excel 
equally in singing, acting and dance. 5:30 p.m. 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhala-
center.com.

Shiawassee Artists’ Guild Presents: “Potpourri” - 
10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River 
Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. framersedge.net.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly - Weight-loss support 
group. Weigh-in 5:30 p.m., meeting 6-7 p.m. Haslett 
Middle School, 1536 Franklin St., Haslett. 800-932-
8677. facebook.com/HaslettTops. 

“Wholly Integrated,” by Zoe Beaudry - 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Lansing Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 
S. Washington Square, Suite 100, Lansing. 517-574-
4521. lansingartgallery.org.

Friday, Oct. 6
Adult Yoga Class Series - Free weekly yoga 
session with a master-level instructor. 1 p.m. 
DeWitt District Library, 13101 Schavey Road, 
DeWitt. 517-669-3156. dewittlibrary.org.

Craft Club Jr. - Make monster mobiles. Grades 
1-3. Registration req. 4:15 p.m. Charlotte 

Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Char-
lotte. 517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

Faith & Blue Community Coat Drive - Coat drive 
and distribution of boxed lunches to community 
members in need. 4-8 p.m. Hannah Community 
Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. cityo-
feastlansing.com.

“Fitness Over 50” Senior Exercise Group - The 
Meridian Township Parks and Recreation 
Stretch and Flex Exercise group exercises 
at Central Park Pavilion. 9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh 
Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com. 

Higher Ground Enrichment Time - Kids can use 
the computers, eat snacks and have a great, 
safe time. 3-6 p.m. Higher Ground Communi-
ty Development Center, 3637 W. Jolly Road, 
Lansing. 517-894-1633.

“Isaac’s Eye” - 8 p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 
411 N. Grand Ave., Lansing. lcc.edu/showinfo.

Live Music with DownRiver Dan at LBC - 7 p.m. 
Lansing Brewing Co., 518 E. Shiawassee St., 
Lansing. 517-371-2600. lansingbrewingcompany.
com.

“Think Pink” Ballroom Social Dance - Proceeds 
benefit breast cancer research. Pre-registra-
tion req. 6:30-8:50 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 
2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. 517-364-8888. 
sparrow.org.
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Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 20

Ken and Sandy Beall 
Cello Plus Chamber 

Music Festival
Oct. 8, 10 and 12
Multiple venues

Michigan State University’s 
21st annual Ken and Sandy Beall 
Cello Plus Chamber Music Festi-
val is moving to the fall this year, 
with concerts at intimately scaled 
venues on campus, allowing au-
diences to view the performances 
up close. Guests can anticipate 
a diverse cross-section of cham-
ber music by classical greats, 
20th-century composers and 
composers inspired by the spirit of America.

The festival kicks off 7 p.m. Sunday (Oct. 8) at Cook Recital Hall with Stars 
from South Korea, a piano-and-violin duo, joined by MSU cellist Suren Bagratuni. 
The trio will perform works such as Claude Debussy’s Cello Sonata, a violin so-
nata by Maurice Ravel and Johannes Brahms’ most famous Piano Trio.

The festival continues 7:30 p.m. Tuesday (Oct. 10) at the Alumni Memorial 
Chapel with a performance by the Detroit Symphony Orchestra String Quartet, 
featuring works such as Samuel Barber’s String Quartet in B minor, Op. 11, a 
new piece by Detroit Symphony Orchestra cellist and composer Jeremy Crosmer 
and Antonín Dvořák’s String Quartet No. 12, Op. 96.

The festival wraps up 7:30 p.m. Oct 12 at Cook Recital Hall with the MSU 
Chamber Trio, composed of violinist Yvonne Lam, pianist Ralph Votapek and 
Bagratuni. The group will perform Ludwig van Beethoven’s first Piano Trio,  Op. 
70, and Dmitri Shostakovich’s Piano Trio No. 2 in E minor.

Reserved-seating tickets for each concert are $17 for adults, $15 for ages 60 
and older and $7 for students and those under 18. They can be purchased at 
music.msu.edu.
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By LUCAS HENKEL
Contrary to 

other city-states 
in ancient Greece, 
the free citizens of 
Sparta served as 
hoplites, or citi-
zen-soldiers, for 
their entire lives. 

By training and 
exercising during 
peacetime, the 
Spartans were able 
to maintain a pro-
fessional standing 
army. 

The imagery of 
fierce Spartan war-
riors is not only in-
triguing, but it also 

serves as a great marketing strategy 
for the newly opened Hoplite Games 
on East Michigan Avenue. Located in 
the former Voyages Wine Shop, own-
er Rick Ankney hopes his store will 
be able to recruit “citizen-gamers” 
from East Lansing and beyond. 

“I’ve had a lot of folks come by just 
to tell us how excited they are to have 
a traditional game shop within walk-
ing distance of their house,” Ankney 
said. 

While Hoplite Games has only 
been open for a few weeks, the 
shelves inside the 1,300-square-foot 
retail space are already stocked with 
enough inventory to make any geek’s 
heart explode — my own included. 
From classic board games to tabletop 
role-playing games like Warhammer 
40,000 and Call of Cthulhu, there 
are options to satisfy guests of any 
age or skill set. The shop also offers 
a majority of these games in its game 
library, which allows customers to 
come in and play at one of the large 
gaming tables for free.

For the more creative types, the 
store also offers a variety of minia-
ture models of heroes, villains and 
other creatures that can be used to 
take your game night to the next lev-
el. Ankney, who also hosts his own 
video series centered around the art 
of miniature painting, “Path of the 
Brush,” hopes to use his experience 

A call to citizen-gamers

Hoplite Games
2024 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing
2-8 p.m. Wednesday-
Thursday
2-10 p.m. Friday

Noon-10 p.m. 
Saturday
Noon-6 p.m. Sunday

facebook.com/
hoplitegames
instagram.com/
hoplitegameslansing

Lucas Henkel/City Pulse

Though Hoplite Games on East Michigan 
Avenue has only been open for a few 
weeks, the shelves inside are already 
stocked with enough inventory to make 
any geek’s heart explode.

City Pulse needs a new New in Town 
writer. Are you tuned in to nascent 
businesses in the Greater Lansing 
area? Are you a good writer? Are 
you careful with the facts? Can 
you meet deadlines? If so, let’s talk. 
Please contact Berl Schwartz at 
(517) 999-5061 or 
publisher@lansingcitypulse.com.

as a “miniature master” to aid others 
who are interested in getting into the 
hobby. 

“This can be a really expensive 
hobby,” Ankney said. The cost of 
paint, brushes and the miniatures 
themselves can quickly pile up. The 
average 2-ounce tube of hobby paint 
can range in price from $1.50 to $16 
— a hefty difference for the novice 
painter. But at weekly paint-and-
take events on Thursday evenings, 
customers can come in with their 
own unpainted miniature or pur-
chase one off the shelf and decorate 
it for free.

“People can test out different 
brands of paint and brushes, ask 
questions and nerd out with other 
people in their community,” Ankney 
said. 

Besides providing a refuge for the 
local gaming community, Hoplite 
Games also aims to support Lan-
sing’s local art scene as much as pos-
sible. 

“I eventually would love to collab-
orate with other artists in the area,” 
Ankney said. “Maybe that means 
having prints of their work available 
at the shop for sale, I’m not sure, but 
I want to provide an outlet for those 
who are interested.” 

Mark Grinnell at Lansing Shuffle - 7 p.m. 325 
Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4619. lansing-
shuffle.com.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild FALL MEMBER ART SHOW
- 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Neighborhood Empowerment 
Center, 600 W. Maple St., Lansing. midmichiga-
nartguild.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild FALL MEMBER ART SHOW 
Opening Reception - Meet the artists as you 
explore the exhibition. 5-8 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple St., 
Lansing. 

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Small Works Art Exhibit 
- 10 a.m.-8 p.m. CADL - Haslett Library, 1590 
Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/haslett.

Shiawassee Artists’ Guild Presents: “Potpourri” - 
10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River 
Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. framersedge.net.

Soulstice - 8:30 p.m. The Green Door Bar & Grill, 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-325-9897. 
greendoorlive.com.

“Wholly Integrated,” by Zoe Beaudry - 11 a.m.-6 
p.m. Lansing Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 
S. Washington Square, Suite 100, Lansing. 517-574-
4521. lansingartgallery.org.

Saturday, Oct. 7
2nd Annual Gun Buyback - Guns must be unloaded, 
in working condition and in the trunk of the vehicle. 
Limit two cash awards per person. 11 a.m. St. 
Michael’s Episcopal Church, 6500 Armwood Drive, 
Lansing. 517-882-9733. saintmichaellansing.org.

Astrophotography Workshop: Chasing Dark Skies
- Learn techniques in astrophotography, from 
cell phone cameras to telescope photography. 

Registration req. 2 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-
7014. gladl.org.

Bad Annie’s Book Fair for Wayward Adults - New 
puzzles, games and books, plus free gifts with 
book purchases and refreshments. 5-8 p.m. Bad 
Annie’s Sweary Goods, 1209 Turner St., Lansing. 
517-927-8293. swearygoods.com.

Celebra La Vida — Celebrate Life - Dinner and 
auction with live music, cash bar and authentic 
Hispanic food. Proceeds support the parish and 
its ministries. 6 p.m. Cristo Rey Church, 201 W. 
Miller Road, Lansing. 517-394-4639. cristorey-
church.org.

Downtown Lansing Zombie Walk - Walk from 
Impression 5 to the Capitol. Costume contest with 
prizes. 4 p.m. Impression 5 Science Center, 200 
Museum Drive, Lansing. downtownlansingzom-
biewalk.com.

Fall Native Plant Sale - Michigan-native shrubs, 
sedges, grasses, wildflowers, ferns and garden 
kits. All proceeds benefit HNC. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Harris 
Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos. 517-
349-3866. meridian.mi.us/hnc.

Family Day: TEAM - Make creative connections 
with our exhibitions through free, hands-on and 
interactive family fun. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Broad Art 
Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-
4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Family Mental Health Fun Day - Noon-4 p.m. 
Schmidt Community Center, 5825 Wise Road, 
Lansing. facebook.com/positivesomebody.

Fire Prevention Open House - Fire truck tours, give-
aways, kids’ activities, fire extinguisher hands-on 
training, home safety inspection sign-ups, donuts, 
cider and more. 1-4 p.m. Central Fire Station #91, 
5000 Okemos Road, Okemos. meridian.mi.us.

Events
from page 19

See Events, Page 22
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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Best Caterer /  Best Caterer /  
Catering ServiceCatering Service2022

Monday-Thursday 11AM-10PM
Friday 11AM-10:45PM

Saturday 11AM-10:30PM
Sunday 11AM-9PM

300 N. CLIPPERT STREET, SUITE 17 
LANSING, MI 48912 • 517.203.0096

Buy One 
Dinner
GET ONE 
½ OFF!

A special just for you!

Full Menu Available

for Pick Up & 

Delivery

Based on your votes in City Pulse’s 2022 
Top of the Town contest. Bon appétit! 

TOP 5 NACHOS

1. Meat Southern BBQ
Slow-smoked barbecue standards and 
inventive, handmade sides
1224 Turner Road, Lansing
517-580-4400 
meatbbq.com
11 a.m.-8 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday
Noon-5 p.m. Sunday
2. El Azteco West
South-of-the-border cafe with carefully
sourced ingredients, scratch cooking and
patio seating
1016 W. Saginaw St., Lansing
517-485-4589
elaztecowest.com

11 a.m.-8:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday
11 a.m.-9 p.m. Friday-Saturday
Noon-8:30 p.m. Sunday

3. Art’s Pub
Mellow gameday hangout serving a wide 
menu of pub grub and pizzas
809 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing
517-977-1033
artspublansing.com
7 a.m.-11 p.m. daily

4. Buddies Pub & Grill – all locations
Casual restaurants with an eclectic range 
of dishes
See buddiespubandgrill.com for locations, 
hours and phone numbers
5. The Cosmos
Wood-fi red pizza parlor also off ering a long
list of appetizers
1200 N. Larch St., Lansing
517-897-3563
thecosmoslansing.com
11 a.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Thursday
11 a.m.-11 p.m. Friday
Noon-11 p.m. Saturday
Noon-10 p.m. Sunday

TOP 5
DINING GUIDE
THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED 

BY CITY PULSE READERS

Vote for your favorite restaurants in the 
2023 Top of the Town contest!

and faintly smoky spice. 
Long strands of still-live-
ly green onion swirled 
around hearty pieces of 
shredded beef, and lurking 
beneath was what tied it all 
together.

Cellophane noodles are 
made from sweet potato 
starch, making them ex-
tremely light, semi-gelat-
inous and what can only 
be described as “spro-
ingy.” Imagine a dangling 
slinky made from savory 
Jell-O. If I’m making 
them sound unappetiz-
ing, I’m doing them a 
disservice. The texture is 
addictive! Swirling them 
around your chopsticks 
and then giving them a 
final broth dunk is easily 
the best part of the yuk-
gaejang experience. 

I had more than enough 
food to put together a 
couple of meals, making 
this order ideal for feed-
ing myself on a sick day, especially 
since each round prompted a lengthy 
and healing nap. But please, don’t be 

like me and wait until you’ve fallen ill. 
Treat yourself to a piping-hot, spicy 
soup today!

The perfect sick-day takeout
By LIZY FERGUSON

Despite the enduring summerlike 
weather, co-workers at both of my jobs 
have been calling in sick like any other 
turn of the season, and this week, I was 
finally taken out myself. It’s strange to 
find oneself relieved to 
have fallen ill … or is it? 
Finally, a socially accept-
able excuse to do nothing. 
Sometimes that’s what it 
takes. It’s also an excellent 
excuse to order yourself a 
large tub of soup! 

As a lifelong Lansing 
resident, Korea House 
on Trowbridge Road has 
been a mainstay for me. 
Its menu offers a huge va-
riety, from Korean classics 
like bulgogi and bibimbap 
to sushi, noodle dishes and 
soups. I chose a familiar 
favorite of mine, yukgae-
jang, a spicy, brothy soup 
with shredded flank steak, 
green onions and cello-

phane noodles. 
My order included a huge container 

of soup, a side of rice and a number of 
banchan, which were a welcome sur-
prise. Banchan are the little side dishes 
that accompany your meal in a Korean 
restaurant, and I was delighted to find 

that this extends to Ko-
rea House’s takeout. 
With banchan, you nev-
er know exactly what 
you’re going to get. My 
selections were a slight-
ly sweet, vinegary pota-
to salad; bean sprouts; 
and, of course, kimchi. 

I promptly dumped 
the kimchi and sprouts 
atop my soup, added 
some rice to soak up the 
broth and got to work, 
my sinuses clearing with 
the first inhale of fra-
grant soup steam. The 
broth was beefy but not 
too rich and was equally 
balanced in its garlicky 

Lizy Ferguson/City Pulse

You don’t need to wait until you’ve fallen ill to enjoy 
Korea House’s spicy, brothy yukgaejang, complete with 
a number of banchan, or small side dishes.
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Yukgaejang
$15.20

Korea House
978 Trowbridge Road, East 

Lansing
11:30 am.-3 p.m., 4-10 p.m. 

Tuesday-Saturday
11:30 a.m.-3 p.m., 4-9 p.m. 

Sunday
517-332-0608
koreahouse.us



By ARI LEVAUX

My first kitchen job involved mak-
ing six gallons of gazpacho every Sun-
day. This was back when earning your 
chops meant something, and making 
that whole batch with just a knife and 
peeler — no blender — was the most 
tedious task on my list. 

It was also the most 
popular dish on the menu. 
By the time I learned that 
recipe by heart, I figured 
I knew everything there 
was to know about cold 
Spanish soups.

When I finally made it 
to Spain, reality set in on many levels. 
Sangria, it turns out, is just for tour-
ists, while the locals drink a mix of red 
wine and Sprite called tinto de verano.

Spanish gazpacho, meanwhile, is a 
lot smoother than my version. And be-
cause it’s so involved to make, with an 
entire garden’s worth of vegetables to 
prepare, it’s often reserved for special 
occasions or when company comes 
over. But when the average Spaniard 
wants to whip up a quick cold soup at 
home — or have a chilled bowl at the 
local bar — it’s much more likely to be 
salmorejo.

Composed of tomatoes, garlic, oil, 
vinegar, salt and bread crumbs — a 
much pared-down cast compared to 
gazpacho — with salmorejo, we are 
free to focus all of our attention on the 
tomatoes.

Salmorejo has a body that jiggles 
like sea foam, thanks to the emulsion 
of tomatoes, oil and vinegar, which is 

thickened by the toma-
to-soaked bread. Some 
recipes call for the “guts” 
of a baguette. I’ve also 
had good luck cutting the 
edges off a slice of bread 
— usually white, but 
whole-grain adds a fun 
heartiness once in a while.

High-acid, normal-looking red to-
matoes are traditionally used, but 
some of my best batches have been 
mutts, medleys of whatever heirloom, 
slicer, cherry and paste tomatoes are 
getting too soft for salad.

I was in Spain when COVID-19 
hit.  On the last afternoon before the 
lockdown, it didn’t quite seem real. 
In Lanjarón, a cute mountain village 
in Andalusia, it was business and lei-
sure as usual. As my kids enjoyed a 
playground that would be roped off 
for months the very next morning, I 
ducked into a cafe and ordered a bowl 
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AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Not-so-secret salmorejo of salmorejo. It came out immediately, 
garnished with chopped hard-boiled 
egg and jamon, or Spanish cured ham.

I didn’t realize it at the time, but 
that bowl of salmorejo would be my 
last taste of normalcy for months, not 
to mention my last restaurant meal. 
Cooped up in our rented house during 
the lockdown, I began to understand 
the wisdom of keeping a pitcher of sal-
morejo in the fridge. It’s as much an 
act of preparation for the inevitable 
heat of the day as it is a response to 
ever-accumulating soft tomatoes and 
stale bread, one problem solving an-
other.

Here is a boilerplate salmorejo rec-
ipe. Tweak it to suit your own whims 
and tastes, but only adjust the levels of 
the called-for ingredients. If you start 
adding things, you’ll have a bready 
gazpacho in no time.

Salmorejo
Serves four
2 pounds of tomatoes
1/2 cup bread guts (roughly a slice 
of bread with the crust cut off)
1 modest-sized clove of garlic, 
chopped
2 teaspoons sherry vinegar (more 
to taste if your tomatoes are 
low-acid)
1/2 teaspoon salt, plus more 
to taste
1/2 cup extra virgin olive oil
Garnish: hard-boiled egg, chopped
ham, olive oil, parsley, chives
Boil a pot of salted water deep 

enough to submerge your tomatoes.
While the water heats, cut a cross 

into the bottom of each tomato to 
slice the skins. Then gut the bread, 
which is a lot less messy than gutting 
a fish or deer.

Boil the tomatoes in the water for 
about two minutes, then immediate-
ly plunge them into an ice bath until 
they’re completely cool. Remove the 
tomatoes and pull off the skins. If you 
want to go the extra mile, cut open 
the tomatoes and remove the seeds. 

Liquify the tomatoes in a blender 
for about 30 seconds. Add the bread 
and liquify again. Let the blended 
bread sit for about five minutes in the 
blended tomatoes.

Add the garlic, salt, vinegar and oil. 
Blend on high for a minute. Check 
seasonings and blend again if you 
made any adjustments.

Chill. Garnish with chopped hard-
boiled egg and jamon if you want to 
be traditional. More casually, a sim-
ple splash of olive oil or a sprinkle of 
fresh parsley will complete the dish.

Courtesy of Ari LeVaux 

When the average Spaniard wants to whip up a quick cold soup at home — or have a 
chilled bowl at the local bar — it’s likely to be salmorejo, a simple dish composed of 
tomatoes, garlic, oil, vinegar, salt and bread crumbs.

Grand Ledge Beer Fest - Enjoy craft beer and cider 
from more than 20 breweries. 3-8 p.m Fitzgerald 
Memorial Field, 110 S. Bridge St., Grand Ledge. gran-
dledgechamber.com/grand_ledge_beer_fest.php.

Grand Ledge Fall Festival - Crafters and vendors, 
free pumpkins, photo booth, pony rides, petting 
zoo, food trucks, history demonstrations, mobile 
planetarium and much more. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Downtown Grand Ledge. grandledgechamber.com/
grand_ledge_fall_festival.php.

Heritage Festival - Celebration of Meridian Town-
ship’s history, featuring reenactments, demonstra-
tions, live entertainment, games, exhibits, food and 
more. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Meridian Historical Village, 5151 
Marsh Road, Okemos. 517-347-7300. meridianhistor-
icalvillage.org.

How-To Halloween - Interactive exhibits, hands-on 
activities and demonstrations, vendors, food, live 
entertainment, kids’ trick-or-treating, costume con-
tests, cosplay characters and more. 11 a.m-6 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, 
Lansing. 517-485-8116. impression5.org.

Intermediate Ballet Class - 11 a.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

“Isaac’s Eye” - 8 p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 411 N. 
Grand Ave., Lansing. lcc.edu/showinfo.

Lansing Hot Cider Hustle - Choose between 
half-marathon, 5K or 10K. When you cross the finish 
line, enjoy a cup of hot cider and a caramel apple. 
7 a.m. Hawk Island Park, 1601 E. Cavanaugh Road, 
Lansing. michiganruns.com.

Live music with Hidden Agenda - 8 p.m. Knob Hill 
Tavern, 8430 Old U.S. 27, DeWitt. 517-669-3800.

Medusa - 8:30 p.m. The Green Door Bar & Grill, 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-325-9897. 
greendoorlive.com.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. 517-712-2395. meridian.mi.us/farmers-
market.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Small Works Art Exhibit - 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. CADL - Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin 
St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/haslett.

Queer and Trans Joy Celebration - Art show, open 
mic, drag performances, silent auction. Proceeds 
benefit Salus Center and Gender Affirmation Proj-
ect. Noon. Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing. saluscenter.org.

Russ Holcomb at Lansing Shuffle - 7 p.m. 325 
Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4619. lansingshuf-
fle.com.

Shiawassee Artists’ Guild Presents: “Potpourri” - 10 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River 
Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. framersedge.net.

The Sneaker Ball Gala - Silent auction, 50/50 raffle, 
DJ sets by DJ Space, cash bar, awards ceremony. 
Proceeds benefit Footprints of Michigan. 5:30 p.m. 
The Venue by Eleven 11 Events, 5660 W. Saginaw 
Hwy., Lansing. 877-811-7463. footprintsofmichigan.org.

Solar Eclipse & Planetarium Fest - Learn about 
the wonders of the sky, including what creates an 
eclipse. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-
7014. gladl.org.

Steak Night with menu by Chef Stu and live music 
by Clique Vocals - 7:30-11 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turn-
er St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

“Wholly Integrated,” by Zoe Beaudry - 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Lansing Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 
S. Washington Square, Suite 100, Lansing. 517-574-
4521. lansingartgallery.org.

See Events, Page 23

Events
from page 20
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Lansing Town Hall Celebrity 
Lecture Series – Steve 

Hartman
Monday, Oct. 9

11 a.m.
Eagle Eye Banquet Center
15500 Chandler Road, Bath

Lansing Town Hall, a lecture series founded 
in 1953 by local women who sought to bring 
more culture to the area, kicks off its 70th sea-
son with a talk by Steve Hartman, host of the 
“On the Road” segments on the “CBS Eve-
ning News,” 11 a.m. Monday (Oct. 9) at Eagle 
Eye Banquet Center in Bath. Known for his 
heartfelt interviews and storytelling, Hartman will share messages of hope, kind-
ness and shared humanity.

Tickets are $45. To reserve yours, call Margaret Hedlund at 517-323-1045. All 
proceeds support the Lansing Symphony Orchestra. 

“We are so grateful for the hundreds of thousands of dollars that Lansing Town 
Hall has raised for the Lansing Symphony Orchestra over the years,” said LSO 
Executive Director Courtney Millbrook. “Their contributions have helped us con-
tinue to provide outstanding musical performances and educational programs to 
the community. We are looking forward to another great season of the Celebrity 
Lecture Series.”  

Family Mental Health 
Fun Day

Saturday, Oct. 7
Noon-4 p.m.

Alfreda Schmidt 
Community Center

5825 Wise Road, Lansing

Positive Somebody, a nonprofit 
that works to spread awareness 
of the importance of positivity, 
is hosting its 2nd annual Family 
Mental Health Fun Day noon to 4 
p.m. Saturday (Oct. 7) at Lansing’s Alfreda Schmidt Community Center. 

The goal of the event is to bring mental-wellness education, resources and 
tools to residents of the Lansing area. It is free to attend and offers a variety of 
resources from organizations such as Ele’s Place; the Community Mental Health 
Authority of Clinton, Eaton and Ingham Counties; Capital Area District Libraries; 
Michigan State University’s Lingo Lab; Cognitive Consultants LLC; GPS Guide 
to Personal Solutions; Therapeutic Massage by Leisa LMT; Healing with Katie; 
and more.

There will also be concessions, a free raffle, a silent auction, a journal-deco-
rating station, coloring, painting, yoga, music, inflatables, a free bookstore and 
games with prizes such as fidget toys, water bottles and motivational bracelets.

For more information, visit facebook.com/positivesomebody.

Sunday, Oct. 8
Bad Annie’s Book Fair for Wayward Adults - 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. Bad Annie’s Sweary Goods, 1209 
Turner St., Lansing. 517-927-8293. sweary-
goods.com.

Become A Mindful Ninja - Introduction to the 
concepts of “Therapeutic Mindfulness: A 
Healing Skill, Not a Coping Skill.” Noon. Unity 
Spiritual Center of Lansing, 2395 Washington 
Road, Lansing. 269-762-3189. unitylansing.org.

East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket.

Eastern Ingham Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. McCormick Park, 123 High St., William-
ston. 517-618-1630. easterninghamfarmersmar-
ket.org. 

GLAD Drum Circle at Lake Lansing Park North
- All ages and experience levels welcome. 2-4 
p.m. 6260 E. Lake Drive, Haslett. facebook.
com/GreaterLansingAreaDrummers.

“Isaac’s Eye” - 2 p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 
411 N. Grand Ave., Lansing. lcc.edu/showinfo.

JUGGLERS AND WOULD-BE JUGGLERS - Jugglers 

meet at the Orchard Street Pump House at 2 
p.m. Sundays. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. 
mikemarhanka@gmail.com.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Small Works Art Exhibit - 
Noon-5 p.m. CADL - Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin 
St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/our-lo-
cations/haslett.

Shiawassee Artists’ Guild Presents: “Potpourri” - 
Noon-4 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River 
Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. framersedge.net.

Taylor Taylor at Lansing Shuffle - Noon. 325 
Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4619. lansing-
shuffle.com.

This is not a tour: “Shouldn’t You Be Working?”
- Take an unconventional look at “Shouldn’t You 
Be Working? 100 Years of Working from Home.” 1 
p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Monday, Oct. 9
Beginning West Coast Swing Dance Class - 7 p.m. 
Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East 
Lansing. 517-364-8888. sparrow.org/our-hospi-
tals-services/michigan-athletic-club.

“Fitness Over 50” Senior Exercise Group - 9-10 a.m. 
Central Park Pavilion, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. 
meridian50plus.com. 

Halloween Spider Slime - Make a batch of spider 
slime to take home! Registration req. 6 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 

Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org.

Jump Into Reading -  Intended for children ages 0-5 
and their caregivers. 11 a.m. Eaton Rapids Area 
District Library, 220 S. Main St., Eaton Rapids. 517-
663-0950. eradl.org.

“Letting Go,” by David Hawkins: Book Study with 
Lucille Olson - 1:30 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. Pass-
code: 601744. unitylansing.org.

LIBRARY BOARD - 7 p.m. City Hall, 114 S. Woodhull 
Road, Laingsburg. laingsburg.us.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild FALL MEMBER ART SHOW - 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Neighborhood Empowerment Center, 
600 W. Maple St., Lansing. midmichiganartguild.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Small Works Art Exhibit - 10 
a.m.-8 p.m. CADL - Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., 
Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
haslett.

Shiawassee Artists’ Guild Presents: “Potpourri” - 
Noon-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River 
Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. framersedge.net.

Tuesday, Oct. 10
Intermediate Ballet Class - 5:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

LAGE Game Night East - 6:30-11 p.m. The Junc-
tion, 410 S. Clippert St., Lansing. meetup.com/
lansing/events.

LAGE Game Night West - 6:30-11 p.m. Frank’s 
Press Box, 7216 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. 
meetup.com/lansing/events.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild FALL MEMBER ART SHOW 
- 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Neighborhood Empowerment 
Center, 600 W. Maple St., Lansing. midmichiga-
nartguild.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Small Works Art Exhibit 
- 10 a.m.-8 p.m. CADL - Haslett Library, 1590 
Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/haslett.

Minecraft Mania! - We’ll have our Minecraft serv-
er set up and laptops ready to go. 6 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org.

On the Same Page Book Club - Grades 7-12. 
Registration req. 6 p.m. Charlotte Community 
Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-
8859. charlottelibrary.org.

Organic Yoga with Maja McKeever - 6 p.m. Unity 
Spiritual Center of Lansing, 2395 Washington 
Road, Lansing. 269-762-3189. unitylansing.org.

Events
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Thank you to state Sen. Sarah Anthony 

and state Rep. Angela Witwer

I am writing to ex-
press deep gratitude 
to state Sen. Sarah 
Anthony and state 
Rep. Angela Witwer 
for prioritizing the 
need to empower 
youth and foster the 
artistic spirit through the generous al-
location of funding for All of the Above 
Hip Hop Academy (AOTA) in the 
state’s 2023-2024 budget.

Our programs mentor and edu-
cate young people through the dy-
namic and transformative medium 
of hip-hop culture. By collaborating 
with local artists, educators and ad-
vocates, we create environments 
where students can thrive creatively, 
develop essential life skills and find 
a sense of belonging.

Thanks to these funds, AOTA will 
expand our after-school program-
ming in all three of Lansing’s high 
schools, add multiple classes to our 
weekly programming and support 
community engagement projects 
and events. Our purpose is to fur-
ther our impact in Lansing by con-
necting with more youth eager to ex-
plore their artistic talents, engage in 
meaningful creative expression and 
give back to our community.

The trust and investment shown 
by our elected representatives in-
spires us to continue to create a 
positive impact in our youths’ lives.

We are both thankful and encour-
aged by their support.

Ozay Moore
Executive Director
All of the Above Hip Hop 
Academy

Rep. Angela Witwer 

need to empower 
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Jacksunleashed.com
Ingham County Fairgrounds

700 E. Ash Street
Mason, MI

Weekends
in 

October!


