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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

What’s next for Lansing’s state-supported development dreams?
The City of Lansing welcomed the 

promise of a major infusion of money 
last month for three proposals totaling 
$86 million that are earmarked in Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer’s $81.7 billion budget 
for the new fiscal year, which begins in 
October.

And the Schor administration and 
City Council are wasting no time in ad-
dressing how to deal with the windfall: 
At the request of Council President Car-
ol Wood, the administration is finishing 
resolutions to submit to the Council next 
Monday (Aug.28).

What are the projects and what hap-
pens next when the Council takes up the 
resolutions. Will they curate a shared 
vision in this mayoral term that has in-
cluded some rough patches between 
these two branches of local government?

In the end, will the results equal the 
dreams?

Two of these projects involve replacing 
and resurrecting existing landmarks.

One earmarks $40 million for “for 
transformational municipal infrastruc-
ture … to support the development costs 
of a city campus plan … ,” the budget bill 
approved by the Legislature says. These 
funds are intended by the administration 
to create a new City Hall. 

The legislation requires the “construc-
tion of a new city administration build-
ing,” but city spokesperson Scott Bean 
said Tuesday that the new City Hall will 
not be new construction in the sense of 
building a new building.

Rather, he said, it will occupy space in 
an existing building in the downtown cor-
ridor, as the legislation requires. He said 
plans and the location will be unveiled 
“really soon” and that they will be “cool.” 

Meanwhile, $6 million is designated 
for a “swimming pool restoration proj-
ect,” meant for bringing back to life the 
beloved city-owned Moores Park Pool, a 
101-year-old historic landmark in disre-
pair that the city closed in 2019.

The other $40 million outlay is for 
a downtown project proposed by local 
developer Paul Gentilozzi that is being 
touted as transformative — a goal the bill 
requires.

The budget bill appropriates the funds 
for a “transformational housing project 
… including, but not limited to a down-
town corridor, central business district, 

or other corridor with an established 
improvement authority … and must 
support direct eligible costs of redevel-
opment projects that increase new af-
fordable or workforce housing units or 
implement corridor improvement activ-
ities … .”

From those parameters has sprung 
forth “New Vision Lansing,” a $215 mil-
lion plan that would provide 450 apart-
ments, as well as retail and office space, 
entertainment and green-space ame-
nities and more. Unveiled at an Aug. 8 
press conference, it would be anchored 
by a 25-story “Tower on Grand,” a Capi-
tol Tower mixed-use structure at Capitol 
Avenue and Ottawa Street, and a Wash-
ington Square building on the southwest 
corner of the downtown traffic circle.

“We don’t expect there to be a need 
for a bidding process as this project is 
shov-el-ready,” Bean said. “Once we get 
this money from the state, we can begin 
appropriating the money quickly to these 
developments. In addition, the develop-
er of the New Vision Lansing worked di-

rectly with the Legislature on that appro-
priation and having it flow through the 
City of Lansing, so we are ready to move 
quickly and get this new housing off the 
ground as soon as possible.”

“The acceptance of a grant is an up 
or down vote,” Wood said about what 
happens next. “That means that Council 
decides to accept the money or Council 
chooses not to accept the money. If we 
didn’t accept the money, then the Leg-
islature has the job of taking the money 
and looking at the possibility of other 
allocations in various communities for 
those dollars.”

Bean said he wasn’t sure whether ac-
cepting state appropriations through 
a budget supplemental process consti-
tuted an up or down vote issue. “We are 
checking with the City Attorney’s Office 
now on the specific process needed to ac-
cept and appropriate the funding.”

However, Wood understands that the 
language in the bill specifies the type of 
development for these funds, but not 
New Vision Lansing specifically.

“The money for the housing talks 
about affordable or workplace housing 
and creating that in Lansing,” she said. 
“It doesn’t necessarily say the downtown 
area, and it doesn’t necessarily say for the 
developers that have come forward with 
an idea. But it does talk about the fact 
that it’s either affordable or workplace 
housing.”

She continued, “Then if we accept that 
money, most resolutions when we accept 
grant dollars, we accept it and appropri-
ate it, and the administration then de-
cides where it’s going to go. There’s some 
information in the bill that talks about 
the fact that they could do a bid process. 
It doesn’t say they have to; it says you 
could.”

Wood said that the resolutions would 
likely be turned over to the Committee 
of the Whole — rather than to the Ways 
and Means Committee as is typically 
done with grants — so all of the Council 
members could study it together.

“So, what Council will be looking at is 
‘why this developer?’ ‘Why no bid pro-
cess?’ as we look at that money and ac-
cepting that grant,” she added.

Regarding City Hall, Bean said the 
administration has plans to announce a 
new location soon and that it supports 
an updated plan from Chicago-based 
developer J. Paul Beitler for turning the 
current City Hall into a hotel. When the 
city asked for requests for proposals in 
2021 for a new city hall and what to do 
with the old one, only Beitler responded 
to the latter. It was essentially Beitler’s 
confirmation that he remained interest-

Courtesy City of Lansing

The Schor administration and the Lansing City Council are moving quickly to address 
a “transformational” downtown development plan dubbed New Vision Lansing that 
would include a 25-story downtown high rise called Tower on Grand with apartments 
and retail space on Grand Avenue.

Courtesy City of Lansing

 New Vision Lansing also calls for Capitol 
Tower, with apartments and offices, at 
the corner of Capitol Avenue and Ottawa 
Street.

See Lansing, Page 6
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ed in implementing the proposal that previous Mayor Virg Ber-
nero endorsed when Beitler pitched it in 2017.

Bean said the city’s development officer has been working with 
Beitler to get everything updated. 

The Moores Park Pool project is the furthest along of the three, 
thanks to a $150,000 study paid for by public and private funds. 
It  “will go through our Parks & Recreation Department to be put 
out for work, likely through an RFP process,” Bean said.

“The community has been behind this for some time,” Wood 
added. “I think the one question that we would be trying to fol-
low up on is to make sure if there’s a plan in place once renova-
tions are done that they’re going to keep the pool up.”

Overall, Wood said about the funding, the Council needs 
to know “the timeline about accepting and the timeline about 
spending and whether those can be met with the people that are 
putting forth projects at this time.” 

But as she and the Council examine the proposals in commit-
tee, there’s a common train of thought that they share with the 
Mayor’s Office. 

“The one thing extremely important is right now we have peo-
ple in the Legislature and the Governor’s Office that are willing 
to put some dollars back into Lansing when it’s not been some-
thing that’s been done in the past.

“If we say no to them, are they going to come back next year?”
— STEVE UNDERWOOD

Lansing
from page 5

A reader asks: What is the difference be-
tween donating to City Pulse and the City 
Pulse Fund?

Let’s start with what the City Pulse Fund 
is, which is an educational nonprofit. It was 
organized in 2019 in accordance with sec-
tion 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice code. Its officers are me as president, 
Pulitzer-prize-winning journalist Eric 
Freedman as vice president and longtime 
City Pulse contributor Bill Castanier as sec-
retary.

The Fund has been used primarily to pay 
for editorial content by non-staff writers 
— the folks we call contributors on page 4.  
Thanks to the Fund, we have been able to 
increase the amount of local freelance con-
tent and also pay our contributors more. 

The Fund is also used for special projects. 
For example, in 2020, it paid for a series 
on the political views of Michiganders on 
the presidential race. Last year, it paid for 
the local League of Women Voters’ Voting 
Guide as an insert in City Pulse — which 
greatly increased distribution of the guide 
over that of previous years. 

The Fund’s funds mostly come from read-
ers, and those who give to the Fund may 
declare their gifts as deductions. That’s a 
great reason to give to the Fund — but keep 
in mind that the IRS has in recent years es-
tablished a high total threshold for such de-
ductions. As the website Vox put it, “Char-
itable deductions are mostly for the rich.”

Therefore, unless you’re rich and want 
the deduction, we hope that if you give, you 
will give directly to City Pulse. Why? Gifts 

See Editor message, Page 9
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

BY NICOLE NOECHEL

The Lansing attorney’s office asked an Ingham County 
Circuit Court judge to place the Logan Square shopping 
center under receivership. A venue in the shopping cen-
ter was the site of a mass 
shooting last month that 
injured five people, but it 
was a “public nuisance” 
to the city before that, 
according to the court fil-
ing. Police have respond-
ed to reports of gunshots, 
assaults, illegal gambling 
and unpermitted large 
gatherings. Attorneys said the owners have failed to take 
reasonable measures to address the issues. A court-appoint-
ed receiver would be in charge of evicting businesses that 
are engaged in illegal activity, prohibiting illicit gatherings 
and making necessary improvements to infrastructure and 
security.

Michigan State University Interim 
President Teresa Woodruff announced 
she won’t apply for a permanent ap-
pointment. Woodruff, who was the 
school’s provost and executive vice pres-
ident for academic affairs, has served 
as interim president since November 
2022, following Samuel Stanley’s resig-
nation. She has faced controversy over 

her decision to force former Broad College of Business Dean 
Sanjay Gupta to resign after he allegedly failed to report an 
incident of sexual misconduct by a business school adminis-
trator at an off-campus party. A third-party law firm found 
Woodruff ’s reasoning flawed and also found that she may 
not have gotten approval from Stanley before forcing Gupta 
out. Prior to that report, Gupta sued the university, claim-
ing Woodruff forced him to resign so he wouldn’t be able to 
compete with her for the presidency. The lawsuit is ongoing. 
Woodruff plans to continue serving in her position until a 
replacement is found. 

A Lansing woman was sentenced to prison for the 
death of her 6-year-old nephew. Christopher Pratt, who 
suffered from a rare chromosome disor-
der, autism, epilepsy and other health is-
sues, died from head trauma and starva-
tion in 2018 while under the care of his 
aunt, Jessica Bice. Pratt’s mother died in 
2017, and his father was accused of abus-
ing him. In June, Bice was convicted of 
second-degree murder and first-degree 
child abuse. Ingham County Circuit Judge Clinton Canady 
III sentenced her to 22 to 33 years for murder and 18.75 
years to 33 years for child abuse. Bice will serve the sentenc-
es concurrently. 

The MSU Board of Trustees voted unanimously to per-
mit alcohol sales at certain sporting events. The school 
hopes to begin selling alcohol at its Sept. 16 football game 
against the University of Washington, pending licensure 
from the Michigan Liquor Control Commission. It also 

hopes to extend alco-
hol sales to the Breslin 
Student Events Cen-
ter, Munn Ice Arena 
and Old College Field 
in the future. Sales will 
begin one hour before 
football games and 
end 10 minutes into 
the third quarter. Fans 
will be allowed to purchase two drinks at a time. MSU is 
now the 13th Big Ten university to sell or announce plans to 
sell alcohol to the general public and the 10th university to 
offer alcohol in its football stadium. It hopes the new poli-
cy will reduce binge drinking before games and concurrent 
alcohol-related incidents. MSU estimates alcohol sales will 
bring in about $250,000 per game, which it plans to use 
for student programming, campus infrastructure and sub-
stance-use disorder support resources. 

A small cargo plane crashed 
shortly after takeoff at the Cap-
ital Region International Air-
port. The plane crashed near the 
airport’s cargo ramp. The pilot, 
the only person aboard the plane, 
was uninjured but was taken to a 
local hospital as a precaution. The 
cause of the crash is unknown, but 
the Federal Aviation Administra-

tion is investigating. No other airport operations were im-
pacted.

Former Lansing-area developer Scott 
Chappelle was disbarred in Michigan 
after being convicted of tax evasion, the 
Lansing State Journal reported. His law 
license was automatically suspended af-
ter he pleaded guilty in April 2022, but a 
July order by the state Attorney Discipline 
Board made the disbarment final. Chap-
pelle was sentenced to more than three 
years in prison for owing the IRS more 
than $830,000 in taxes withheld from employee wages. He 
appealed for a shorter sentence, but it was denied Aug. 15. 

Granger Waste Services proposed the construction of a 
new landfill on top of an abandoned landfill that contains 
hazardous waste, the Lansing State Journal reported.
The new landfill would be the third on the same proper-
ty off West Grand River Highway near Grand Ledge. The 
idea to build a landfill on top of a hazardous and abandoned 
landfill has only been proposed once before, in Pennsylva-
nia, where it has been under review for three years. Mich-
igan regulators said there would be significant engineering 
challenges and that it would likely take 10 years to complete. 
However, other landfills in the region have fewer than 15 
years of capacity left, and new state laws will make it hard-
er to build landfills in new areas. The Clinton County Solid 
Waste Committee is considering the proposal, and if it is ap-
proved, it will move to the county Board of Commissioners. 

Public Art of the Week is a new feature that 
rotates with Eyesore of the Week. If you 
have an idea for either, please email eye@
lansingcitypulse.com or call (517) 999-6704.

Gary Glenn
It’s been nearly 10 years since lo-

cal artist Gary Glenn died. Glenn, 
who owned Artrageous Studio on 
Cedar Street, was noted for his 
custom art on automobiles and 
had worked on vehicles and mo-
torcycles for Sylvester Stallone 
in “Rocky III” and cars for Evel 
Knievel and Paul Newman when 
he lived in California.

Glenn, a Lansing native, oper-
ated Glenn’s Signs Service until 
moving to California in 1976. He 
returned to Lansing in the 1990s, 
leaving his mark with murals. One, 
in Old Town, is long gone, but 
his murals can still be seen in the 
entrance to Falsetta’s Casa Nova 
on South Waverly Road, a 14-by-
38-foot mural at the old DeLuca’s 
restaurant on Willow Street and 
also one at the back of a car wash 
on South Waverly.

In the mid-1970s, Glenn be-
came noted for painting murals 
on the sides of vans. He showcased 
11 of them at a 1974 Lansing Mall 
show. Glenn began painting vehi-
cles in the era when custom hot 
rods sported pin striping and jut-
ting flames. In 1970, a 1923 Chevy 
Roadster with a candy green finish 
that he owned won the best of class 
at a Rod and Custom Car show at 
the Lansing Civic Center.

BILL CASTANIER
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
EAST LANSING HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearings to be held by the East Lansing 
Historic District Commission on Thursday, September 14, 2023 at 7:00 p.m., at the East 
Lansing Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan 48823:

1. A public hearing will be held to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness application 
from Clyde Thomas, for the property located at 249 Center Street, to replace a wood 
post and handrail on the front porch.
2. A public hearing will be held to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness application 
from Tian Ling Chen for the property located at 241 North Harrison Road, to replace 
existing wood windows with vinyl replacement windows.
3. A public hearing will be held to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness application 
from David White, for the property located at 631 Forest Street, to install a new picket 
fence, install a wooden privacy fence, and reconstruct a front porch.
4. A public hearing will be held to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness application 
from Ayers Basement Systems, for the property located at 206 University Drive, to 
install an egress window in the front yard.
5. A public hearing will be held to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness application 
from Prudence Ann Fowler, for the property located at 1023 West Grand River 
Avenue, to replace the front porch and railing, and replace the garage doors.
6. A public hearing will be held to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness application 
from Bob Martinez, for the property at 501 Hillcrest Avenue, to replace existing 
windows.

A staff report (Agenda Item Report) for each public hearing will be published on the City’s 
website the Friday before the meeting. To locate staff reports, please visit the City’s public 
meeting portal at https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ and select the meeting date.

For more information on the request please contact Tim Dempsey at (517) 319-6887 or 
tdempse@cityofeastlansing.com. Materials related to the request are available for viewing at 
the Department of Planning, Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or on the City’s 
website located at www.cityofeastlansing.com/currentapplications. Written comments may 
be sent prior to the public hearing to the Historic District Commission, City of East Lansing, 
410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan, 48823, or by email to 
coelhistoricdistricts@cityofeastlansing.com.  

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services must 
contact the Planning, Building, and Development Department, 410 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 319-6930 (TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at 
rurdial@cityofeastlansing.com. 

This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in compliance with 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

Marie E. Wicks
City Clerk 

CP#23-215

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
EAST LANSING PLANNING COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearings to be held by the East Lansing 
Planning Commission on Wednesday, September 13, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the East Lansing 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823.

1. An application from the Lansing Board of Water and Light to rezone 1.029 acres at
683 Stoddard Avenue and two adjoining Burcham Drive vacant parcels from R-2,
Medium Density Single-Family Residential to C, Community Facilities.
2. An application from the Lansing Board of Water and Light for site plan approval to
convert the former substation building at 683 Stoddard for purposes of a training
facility and associated parking.
3. An application from Mister Car Wash for a site plan and special use permit for the
property at 2110 Merritt Road to construct an approximately 6,530 square feet car
wash facility with vacuums and associated parking.

The public may attend and participate at all meetings in person. Members of the public may 
participate electronically in all meetings.  Please contact the Director of Planning, Building, 
and Development or visit the City’s public meeting portal for electronic meeting access 
information:

Tim Dempsey, Director of Planning, Building, and Development
410 Abbot Road

East Lansing, MI 48823
517.319.6887 or tdempse@cityofeastlansing.com

https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ 

A staff report (Agenda Item Report) for each public hearing will be published on the City’s 
website the Friday before the meeting. To locate staff reports, please visit the City’s public 
meeting portal at https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ and select the meeting date.

For more information on the request please contact Director Tim Dempsey at the contact info 
above.  Materials related to the request are available for viewing at the Department of 
Planning, Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, 
MI, 48823 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or on the City’s website located at 
www.cityofeastlansing.com/currentapplications.  Written comments may be sent prior to the 
public hearing to the Planning Commission, City of East Lansing, 410 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing, Michigan, 48823, or by email to coelplanningcommission@cityofeastlansing.com.

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services must 
contact the Planning, Building and Development Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, 
MI, 48823, (517) 319-6930 (TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email 
at rurdial@cityofeastlansing.com. 

This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in compliance with 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

Marie E. Wicks
City Clerk

CP#23-216

SAT August 26
Grady Hall & The Disciples of Funk

Mixed Flavors • The UNKOFUNK• Is Evolution
 Melophobix • DJ McCoy of Scratch Pilots

and more...  in OLD TOWN, Lansing
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Johnson

If you think you’ve had a bad day, go 
talk to poor Perry Johnson.

Michigan’s own “quality guru,” who 
wanted to be governor so badly he spent 
$7 million of his own money on a 
campaign that imploded 
at takeoff last year, has 
been running around 
Iowa hoping to be our 
next president.

He’s spent at least 
$8.5 million — again, of 
his own money — to live 
out this quest to be a big 
shot on the big stage ... 
only to get the rug pulled 
out from under him again.

Johnson was shut out of the first 
Republican National Committee presi-
dential debate this week over a squabble 
with the rules.

RNC Chair Ronna McDaniel is 
requiring candidates to get at least 1% 
in a couple of national polls before they 
can appear on the debate stage. Johnson 
supplied some polls. He was told they 
didn’t qualify.

One poll surveyed voters in 38 states. 
That’s 12 too few, apparently. Another 
poll was conducted by former President 
Donald Trump’s former pollster.

To make things worse, Johnson was 
told at the last minute. Early Monday 
(Aug. 21), he was going over the run of 
the show for the Wednesday (Aug. 23) 
debate, scheduling his personal walk-
through of the venue.

Hours later, Johnson was told he 
wouldn’t be appearing with Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis, former South Carolina 
Gov. Nikki Haley, former Vice President 
Mike Pence and the rest of the gang after 
all.

Oh, ironies of irony.
The Oakland County business leader 

made a fortune telling businesses how 
they could improve their products’ qual-
ity. Now, Johnson can’t even pay people 
to take him seriously. 

Ignored by the media and pollsters, 
for the most part, Johnson probably 
couldn’t have done anything more to get 
attention. Just look at his hokey Super 
Bowl TV ads in Iowa.

Guided by his political consultant, 
John Yob, Johnson hosted a rip-roaring 
party at the Conservative Political Action 
Conference and made enough friends to 
take third in the conference’s straw poll. 

For months, the guy has practically 
lived in Iowa, the home of the first cau-
cuses for Republicans.

He rode tractors. He visited fairs. 
He hired an experienced staff. He even 

brought in a decent country music act to 
do a free show. 

At this point, six months into his 
campaign, not enough people were im-
pressed with what they saw.

Like the football team that grumbles 
because a bad call “cost them the game,” 
Johnson is furious because not enough 
polls showed him at a measly 1% when 
staked against the other options.

Had Johnson made an impact with 
voters, had he impressed enough people 
to register at even 3% in the polls, he 
couldn’t have been ignored.

You can say nobody in Iowa had 
heard of Johnson until this year, but 
how many Iowans had heard of Vivek 
Ramaswamy? The pharmaceutical exec-
utive was a literal nobody in the Hawk-
eye State when Johnson was running 
his Super Bowl ads. Now Ramaswamy 
is running fourth in the polls, ahead of 
Haley and Pence.

It’s the same with Johnson’s flash-in-
the-pan gubernatorial run. If he were 
creating a real movement, he wouldn’t 
have needed to hire dirtbags to collect 
15,000 signatures for him last year. 

If his “Two Cents to Save America” 
plan was such a gripping concept, he 
wouldn’t have needed to create this 
“I’ll-give-you-a-$10-gift-card-for-
your-$1-donation” gambit to meet the 
40,000-unique-donor threshold to 
qualify for Wednesday’s debate.

He’s a friendly person one-on-one. 
He’s incredibly intelligent and has the 
skill set to probably do a good job. But 
it’s hard for voters to get fired up over 
someone who feels like a wax museum 
exhibit one moment and a crazed lunatic 
on stage the next.

For a guy who made a career talking at 
people instead of listening and engaging 
with others, maybe that isn’t surprising. 

At some point, Johnson will under-
stand the obvious. He doesn’t have it. 

Money alone can’t buy you real 
friends, and money alone can’t buy you 
real support in an election. 

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol 
news service MIRS at melinnky@
gmail.com.)

POLITICS

Opinion

Poor Perry implodes on takeoff . . . again  
as he mounts GOP presidential run in Iowa

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, August 28, 2023 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council  Chambers, Tenth Floor, Lansing City 
Hall, 124 West Michigan Avenue, Lansing,  MI for the purpose of considering:

An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend Chapter 273 of the Lansing 
Codified Ordinances, Section 273.01 and Section 273.04 in order to clarify the role 
of the HRCS Advisory Board to make it consistent with the City of Lansing Charter, 
including 5-106.

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings 
should contact the City Council Office at 517-483-4177 (TDD (517) 483-4479) 24 hour notice 
may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt will be made to grant all reasonable 
accommodation requests.

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the 
Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk 
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#23-208

to City Pulse, which is a for-profit 
business, can be used for anything. 
Your gifts to City Pulse can pay the 
rent, salaries, utilities, paper and 
everything else it takes to keep the 
weekly miracle in business. Money 
from the Fund is limited by the IRS 
code to educational purposes, and so 
when the Fund gives money to City 
Pulse, we make sure it is used for 
stories and other educational proj-

ects, not for the routine expenses 
associated with running a business.

The bottom line: Give to the City 
Pulse Fund if you think it will be tax 
deductible. Otherwise, give to City 
Pulse. Please.

If you wish to give by credit card, 
you may use the QR code on Page 3 
to make an online donation, or you 
may call (517) 999-6704. If you pre-
fer to pay by check, make your dona-
tion to either City Pulse or the City 
Pulse Fund and mail it to City Pulse, 
1905 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 
48912.

Editor message
from page 6
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: PUBLIC HEARING 2024 BUDGET

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2023

NOTICE: MERIDIAN RESIDENTS CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN PUBLIC HEARING: 2024 BUDGET

SEPTEMBER 5, 2023 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Notice is hereby given that the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian will hold 
a Public Hearing on the 2024 Township Budget for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2024 
on Tuesday, September 5, 2023, not earlier than 6:00 pm in the Town Hall Room at the 
Township Municipal Building located at 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864. This meeting 
will also be televised on HOMTV, Meridian Township’s Government Access Channel. Viewers 
can watch LIVE coverage on Comcast Channel 21, homtv.net, facebook.com/HOMTV, 
youtube.com/user/21HOMTV and http://meridianmi.swagit.com/live/.
As of September 1, 2023, copies of the proposed budget are on file and available to the 
public during office hours [8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday] at the Office of the 
Township Clerk. A copy is also posted on the Township’s website at www.meridian.mi.us.
Citizens attending the hearing have the right to provide written or oral comment and to ask 
questions concerning the entire budget. Written comments/communications should be 
submitted to the Clerk’s Office by any of the following means:

1)Hand Delivery
2)Mail to:Township BoardCharter Township of Meridian5151 Marsh RdOkemos,

MI 48864-1198
3)Faxed to 517-853-4096, c/o Clerk Guthrie
4)Submitted via email to guthrie@meridian.mi.us

The divisions of the proposed 2024 Budget are General Fund, Public Works Funds, Special 
Revenue Funds, Debt Service Funds, Capital Projects Funds and the Internal Service Fund.
THE PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE PROPOSED TO BE LEVIED TO SUPPORT THE 
PROPOSED BUGET WILL BE A SUBJECT OF THIS HEARING.

CP#23-207

State of Michigan. Eaton County Probate Court. Notice to Creditors. Decedent’s Estate. 
Case No. 23-58896-DE. Estate of Michael Calvin Thompson. Date of Birth: 01/09/1972. The 
decedent, Michael Calvin Thompson, died 04/05/2023. Creditors of the decedent are notified 
that all claims against the estate will be forever barred unless presented to Jennifer Betz, 
personal representative, or to both the Eaton County Probate Court at 1045 Independence 
Blvd Charlotte, MI 48813 and the personal representative within 4 months after the date of 
publication of this notice. 08/16/2023 Jennifer Betz 10355 Hartland Dr. Dimondale, MI 48821

 CP#23-213

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, August 28, 2023 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council  Chambers, Tenth Floor, Lansing City 
Hall, 124 West Michigan Avenue, Lansing,  MI for the purpose of considering:

An ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend Chapter 1462 of  the 
Lansing Codified Ordinances, Section 1462.03, to bring the acreage limitation for 
total Neighborhood Enterprise Zones in the City into conformity with State law. 

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings 
should contact the City Council Office at 517-483-4177 (TDD (517) 483-4479) 24 hour notice 
may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt will be made to grant all reasonable 
accommodation requests.

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the 
Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk 
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#23-210

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, August 28, 2023 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council  Chambers, Tenth Floor, Lansing City 
Hall, 124 West Michigan Avenue, Lansing,  MI for the purpose of considering:

An ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan to repeal Chapter 273, Section 273.08 
of the Lansing Codified Ordinances in order to clarify the role of the HRCS Advisory 
Board to make it consistent with the City of Lansing Charter, including 5-106. 

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings 
should contact the City Council Office at 517-483-4177 (TDD (517) 483-4479) 24 hour notice 
may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt will be made to grant all reasonable 
accommodation requests.

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the 
Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk 
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#23-211

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, August 28, 2023 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council  Chambers, Tenth Floor, Lansing City 
Hall, 124 West Michigan Avenue, Lansing,  MI for the purpose of considering:

An ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan to repeal Chapter 273, Section 273.06 
of the Lansing Codified Ordinances in order to clarify the role of the HRCS Advisory 
Board to make it consistent with the City of Lansing Charter, including 5-106. 

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings 
should contact the City Council Office at 517-483-4177 (TDD (517) 483-4479) 24 hour notice 
may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt will be made to grant all reasonable 
accommodation requests.

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the 
Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk 
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#23-212

B/24/030 DJI MATRICE 30T DRONE COMBO   as per the specifications provided by the 
City of Lansing. The City of Lansing will accept bids at The City of Lansing, Purchasing 
Office, 124 W. Michigan Ave. 3rd Floor, Lansing, Michigan 48933 or electronically 
submitted thru MITN Site (  until 2PM local time in effect on AUGUST www.Mitn.Info)
31, 2023. Complete specifications and forms required to submit bids are available 
by contacting Marilyn Chick at (517) 483-4282, or Marilyn.chick@lansingmi.gov or go 
to www.mitn.info. The City of Lansing encourages bids from All Vendors Including 
MBE/WBE Vendors and Lansing-Based Businesses.   CP#23-219

NOTICE TO CREDITORS. Decedent's estate. Name of Decedent: Thomas A. Giddings, 

deceased settlor TO ALL CREDITORS: NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent, Thomas 

A. Giddings, died on July 15,2023.Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims 
against the decedent will be forever barred unless presented within 4 months after the date 
of publication of this notice to: Melanie G. Kahler, Trustee of the Thomas A. and Kathleen 
N. Giddings Trust dated August 26, 2010.Date: August 18, 2023Trustee: Melanie G. Kahler 
Address: c/o Doyle Law PC Amanda Betush P78512 PO Box 3752 Grand Rapids,

MI 49501-3752 Telephone: 517-323-7366 CP#23-220

B/24/033 DEMO OF 1 PROPERTY 3421 NORTH CEDAR STREET  as per the specifications 

provided by the City of Lansing. The City of Lansing will accept bids at The City of Lansing, 

Purchasing Office, 124 W. Michigan Ave. 3rd Floor, Lansing, Michigan 48933 or electronically 

submitted thru MITN Site (www.Mitn.Info) until 2PM local time in effect on AUGUST 31, 2023. 

Complete specifications and forms required to submit bids are available by contacting 

Marilyn Chick at (517) 483-4282, or Marilyn.chick@lansingmi.gov or go to www.mitn.info. 

The City of Lansing encourages bids from All Vendors Including MBE/WBE Vendors 

and Lansing-Based Businesses.                                     CP#23-221
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EAST LANSING – MERIDIAN WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY
(Ingham County, Michigan)

RESOLUTION NO. 2023 7-1

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE OF
WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM JUNIOR LIEN REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2023

Minutes of a regular meeting of the Bord of Trustees of the East Lansing – Meridian Water and Sewer Authority, Ingham County, Michigan held on July 19, 2023, at 12:00 pm, local 
time.

PRESENT: Dan Opsommer, Ron Lacasse, Bradley Brogren, James Cleland, James Ecklund, Brock Howard

ABSENT:

 The following Resolution was offered by Trustee Ecklund and supported by Trustee Howard :

WHEREAS, pursuant to Act 94, Public Acts of Michigan, 1933, as amended (Act “94") and Act 233, Public Acts of Michigan, 1955, as amended (together the “Acts”, the Board of 
Trustees of the East Lansing - Meridian Water and Sewer Authority (the “Authority”) has determined to make improvements to the Authorty’s water supply system; and 

WHEREAS, the improvements will enable the Authority to provide more efficient and better quality public services to the users of the Water Supply System; and

WHEREAS, the improvements shall be financed in part by the issuance of revenue bonds or other evidences of indebtedness in accordance with the Acts; and

WHEREAS, Act 94 permits the Authority to authorize, within limitations which shall be contained in the authorization resolution, an officer to sell, deliver, and receive payment for 
obligations, and to approve interest rates or methods for fixing interest rates, prices, discounts, maturities, principal amounts, denominations, dates of issuance, interest payment dates, 
optional or mandatory redemption rights or tender rights, obligations to be exercised by the Authority or the holder of the bonds, place of delivery and payment, and other matters and 
procedures necessary to complete an authorized transaction,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

Section 1. DEFINITIONS. Except as provided in this Resolution, the definitions contained in the Prior Resolution (defined below) shall apply to the terms in this Resolution. In 
addition, whenever used in this Resolution except when otherwise indicated by context, the following definitions shall apply to the terms in this Resolution:

(a) “Authority” means the East Lansing - Meridian Water and Sewer Authority, Ingham County, Michigan.

(b) “Authorized Officer” means the Chair, the Vice Chair, and the Manager of the Authority, or any one or more of them.

(c) “Bonds” as defined in the Prior Resolution shall include the Series 2023, Bonds which are being issued as Additional Junior Lien Bonds under Section 22 of the Prior Resolution.

(d) “Construction Fund” shall mean the 2023 Water Supply System Junior Lien Revenue Bonds Construction Fund created pursuant to Section 13.

(e)  “Contract Documents” means the Purchase Contract between the Authority and the MFA, the Supplemental Agreement by and among the Authority, the MFA, and the State of 
Michigan acting through the Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, and the Issuer’s Certificate for the Series 2023 Bonds or such other closing documents 
required by the MFA for the issuance of the Series 2023 Bonds.

(f) “Improvements” means the design, purchase, acquisition, installation, and construction of improvements to the Authority’s water system, including but not limited to Improvements to 
the Authority’s water plant and facilities including but not limited to a new water storage reservoir, the replacement of water mains and installation of new water mains and the acquisition of 
wells; as well as all work, and equipment necessary and incidental to these improvements and such other water treatment plant improvements and improvements to other water system 
facilites the Authority shall determine to make. 

(g) “MFA” means the Michigan Finance Authority created by Executive Order 2010-2, which, among other things, transferred to the Michigan Finance Authority the powers, duties and 
functions of the Michigan Municipal Bond Authority, created and established pursuant to Act 227, Public Acts of Michigan, 1985, as amended.

(h) “Prior Resolution” means Resolution 2019-4-2, as supplemented by Resolution No. 2020-4-3, Resolution No. 2021-7-1, and Resolution No, 2022-4-1.

(i) “Resolution” means this Resolution and all amendments hereto.

(j) “Series 2023 Bonds” means the Authority’s Water Supply System Junior Lien Revenue Bonds, Series 2023 issued pursuant to this Resolution.
Section 2. NECESSITY; PUBLIC PURPOSE. It is hereby determined to be necessary for the public health, safety, and welfare of the Authority to acquire and construct the Improvements

to the System in accordance with the maps, plans, and specifications therefore prepared by the Authority’s engineers, which are hereby approved.

Section 3. ESTIMATED COST; PERIOD OF USEFULNESS. The cost of the Improvements has been estimated by the engineers not-to exceed $16,800,000 including the payment of legal, 
engineering, financial, and other expenses, which estimate of cost is approved and confirmed, and the period of usefulness of the Improvements is estimated to be greater than forty (40) years.

Section 4. ISSUANCE OF BONDS. To pay a portion of the cost of designing, acquiring, and constructing the Improvements and to pay the legal and financial expenses and all other ex-
penses incidental to the issuance of the Series 2023 Bonds, the Authority shall issue its revenue bonds pursuant to the provisions of the Acts. The Series 2023 Bonds shall be issued in the 
aggregate principal sum of not to exceed $16,800,000, as finally determined by the Authorized Officer at the time of sale, or such lesser amount thereof as shall have been advanced to the 
Authority pursuant to the Contract Documents.

During the time funds are being drawn down by the Authority under the Series 2023 Bonds, the MFA will periodically provide the Authority a statement showing the amount of principal 
that has been advanced and the date of each advance, which statement shall constitute prima facie evidence of the reported information; provided that no failure on the part of the 
MFA to provide such a statement or to reflect a disbursement or the correct amount of a disbursement shall relieve the Authority of its obligation to repay the outstanding principal amount 
actually advanced, all accrued interest thereon, and any other amount payable with respect thereto in accordance with the terms of the Series 2023 Bonds.

Section 5. SERIES 2023 BOND TERMS. The Series 2023 Bonds shall be issued as one fully registered manuscript bond, shall be sold and delivered to the MFA in any denomination. 
The Series 2023 Bonds shall be dated the date of delivery to the MFA, or such other date approved by the Authorized Officer, and shall be payable on the dates and in the amounts 
determined by the Authorized Officer at the time of sale provided the final maturity shall be no later than forty years after the date of issuance. The Series 2023 Bonds shall bear interest at a 
rate as provided in the Contract Documents, payable semiannually on the dates determined by the Authorized Officer at the time of sale.

Notwithstanding the above, the final amount of any maturity and terms of the Series 2023 Bonds shall be as provided in the Contract Documents and will be finally determined by 
the  Authorized Officer.

Section 6. PAYMENT OF BONDS: PLEDGE OF NET REVENUES. As provided in Section 6 of the Prior Resolution, the principal of and interest on the Series 2023 Bonds, as Additional 
Junior Lien Bonds, shall be payable from the Net Revenues derived from the operation of the System, including future improvements, enlargements, and extensions thereof, after provision 
has been made for the payment of expenses of administration, operation, and maintenance thereof and the Net Revenues of the System, including future enlargements, improvements, and 
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extensions thereto, are hereby pledged to the payment of the principal of and interest on the Series 2023 Bonds. To secure the payment of the principal of and interest on the Series 2023 
Bonds there is hereby created a lien, which shall be a statutory lien pursuant to Act 94, to and in favor of the Bondholders of the Series 2023 Bonds upon the Net Revenues of the System, 
including future enlargements, improvements, and extensions thereof, which is a junior lien of equal standing and priority with respect to the Net Revenues of the System securing other 
outstanding Junior Lien Bonds, but subordinate to the first lien on the Net Revenues of the System securing any First Lien Bonds. The Net Revenues so pledged shall be and remain 
subject to such lien until the payment in full of the principal of and interest on the Series 2023 Bonds or until Bonds are defeased as provided in the Prior Resolution.

The Series 2023 Bonds, including both principal and interest thereon, shall not be a general obligation of the Authority and shall not constitute an indebtedness of the Authority for 
the purpose of any debt limitations imposed by any constitutional or statutory provisions.

Section 7. PRIOR REDEMPTION, The Series 2023 Bonds issued and sold to the MFA shall be subject to redemption prior to maturity by the Authority only with the prior written consent 
of the MFA and on such terms as may be required by the MFA.

Section 8. PAYING AGENT AND REGISTRATION
(a)  Appointment of Paying Agent. The initial Paying Agent for the Series 2023 Bonds shall be the Authority Treasurer.

(b) MFA's Depository. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Resolution, so long as the MFA is the owner of the Series 2023 Bonds, (a) the Series 2023 Bonds are payable as to

principal, premium, if any, and interest in lawful money of the United States of America at U.S. Bank Trust Company, National Association, or at such other place as shall be designated in 
writing to the Authority by the MFA (the “MFA’s Depository”); (b) the Authority agrees that it will deposit with the MFA’s Depository payments of the principal of, premium, if any, and interest 
on the Series 2023 Bonds in immediately available funds by 12:00 noon at least five business days prior to the date on which any such payment is due whether by maturity, redemption or 
otherwise; in the event that the MFA’s Depository has not received the Authority’s deposit by 12:00 noon on the scheduled day, the Authority shall immediately pay to the MFA as invoiced 
by the MFA an amount to recover the MFA’s administrative costs and lost investment earnings attributable to that late payment; and (c) written notice of any redemption of the Series 2023 
Bonds shall be given by the Authority and received by the MFA’s Depository at least 40 days prior to the date on which such redemption is to be made.

Section 9. SALE OF BONDS. The Series 2023 Bonds shall be sold to the MFA. The Authority determines that a negotiated sale to the MFA is in the best interest of the Authority because 
the terms offered by the MFA are more favorable than those available from other sources of funding.

Section 10. BOND FORM. The Series 2023 Bonds shall be substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit A, and incorporated herein, with such completions, changes, and 
additions as may be required by the MFA or as recommended by the Authority’s Bond Counsel and approved by the officers of the Authority signing the Series 2023 Bonds.

Section 11. AUTHORIZED OFFICER. The Authorized Officer is hereby designated, for and on behalf of the Authority, to do all acts and to take all necessary steps required to effectuate 
the sale, issuance and delivery of the Series 2023 Bonds to the MFA. The Authorized Officer is hereby authorized to execute and deliver the Contract Documents in substantially the form 
presented by the MFA, with such changes, additions, and completions as are approved by the Authorized Officer. The Authority hereby approves the Contract Documents in the form 
presented by the MFA with such changes as are approved by the Authorized Officer. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Resolution, the Authorized Officer is authorized within the 
limitations of this Resolution to determine the specific interest rate or rates to be borne by the bonds, not exceeding the maximum rate allowed by law, the principal amount, interest 
payment dates, dates of maturities, and amount of maturities, redemption rights, the title of the Series 2023 Bonds, date of issuance, and other terms and conditions relating to the Series 
2023 Bonds and the sale thereof provided, however, the last annual principal installment shall not be more than forty years from the date of issuance of the Series 2023 Bonds. The 
Authorized Officer’s approval of the terms shall be evidenced by his or her signature on the document or agreement stating such terms. The Authorized Officer is hereby authorized for and 
on behalf of the Authority, without further Board approval, to do all acts and take all necessary steps required to effectuate the sale, issuance, and delivery of the Series 2023 Bonds. The 
Authorized Officer, together with the Secretary and Treasurer, of any one or more of them, are authorized to execute any orders, receipts, agreements, pledge agreements, documents, or 
certificates necessary to complete the transaction, including, but not limited to, any issuers certificate, any certificates relating to federal or state securities laws, rules or regulations, any 
applications to the Michigan Department of Treasury, and any revenue sharing pledge agreement. The Authority hereby approves the Revenue Sharing Pledge Agreements in the form 
presented by the MFA, with such changes as are approved by the Authorized Officer, and authorizes the Authorized Officer to execute and deliver the Revenue Sharing Pledge Agreement 
if the Authorized Officer determines it is in the best interests of the Authority or it is required by the MFA.

Section 12. EXECUTION OF BONDS. Any one or more of the Chair, the Vice Chair, the Secretary or Deputy Secretary of the Authority, are hereby authorized and directed to sign the 
Series 2023 Bonds, either manually or by facsimile signature, on behalf of the Authority. Upon execution, the Series 2023 Bonds shall be delivered to the purchaser thereof.

Section 13. CONSTRUCTION FUND. The proceeds of the Series 2023 Bonds shall be deposited in the Construction Fund. Such moneys shall be used solely for the purpose for which 
the Series 2023 Bonds were issued. Any unexpected balance in the Construction Fund remaining after completion of the Improvements may be used for such purposes as allowed by law. 
After completion of the Improvements and disposition of remaining Series 2023 Bond proceeds, if any, pursuant to the provisions of this Section, the Construction Fund shall be closed. 

Section 14. CONTRACT WITH BONDHOLDERS. The provisions of this Resolution shall constitute a contract between the Authority and the Bondholders from time to time, and after the 
issuance of any of such Series 2023 Bonds, no change, variation, or alteration of the provisions of this Resolution may be made which would lessen the security for the Series 2023 Bonds. 
The provisions of this Resolution shall be enforceable by appropriate proceedings taken by such Bondholder, either at law or in equity.

Section 15. TAX COVENANT. The Authority covenants to comply with all requirements of the Code necessary to assure that the interest on the bonds will be and will remain excludable 
from gross income for federal income tax purposes. The Authorized Officer and other appropriate officials of the Authority are authorized to do all things necessary (including the making of 
such covenants of the Authority as shall be appropriate) to assure that the interest on the Bonds will be and will remain excludable from gross income for federal income tax purposes.

Section 16. PUBLICATION AND RECORDATION. This Resolution shall be published once in full in a newspaper of general circulation in the Authority qualified under state law to 
publish legal notices, and the same shall be recorded in the records of the Authority and such recording authenticated by the signature of the Authority Clerk.

Section 17. RESOLUTION SUBJECT TO MICHIGAN LAW. The provisions of this Resolution are subject to the laws of the State of Michigan. 
Section 18. SECTION HEADINGS. The section headings in this Resolution are furnished for convenience of reference only and shall not be considered to be a part of this 
Resolution.

Section 19. SEVERABILITY. If any section, paragraph, clause, or provision of this Resolution shall be held invalid, the invalidity of such section, paragraph, clause, or provision shall 
not affect any of the other provisions of this Resolution.

Section 20. CONFLICT. Except as provided above, all Resolutions and Resolutions or parts thereof, insofar as the same may be in conflict herewith, are hereby repealed to the extent of 
the conflict; provided, that the foregoing shall not operate to repeal any provision thereof, the repeal of which would impair the obligation on the Bonds or the Prior Bonds.

Section 21. EFFECTIVE DATE OF RESOLUTION. Pursuant to Section 6 of the Act 94, this Resolution shall be approved on the date of first reading and this Resolution shall be 
effective immediately upon its adoption.

YEAS: Opsommer, Lacasse, Brogren, Cleland, Ecklund,  Howard 

NAYS: None

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.  Dan Opsommer, Chair

 Brad Brogren, Authority Secretary
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CERTIFICATION

I, Brad Brogren, the duly qualified and acting Secretary of the East Lansing - Meridian Water and Sewer Authority, Ingham County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true 
and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of Trustees at a regular meeting held on July 19, 2023.

Dated: July 19, 2023
 Brad Brogren, Authority Secretary

Interest Rate

EXHIBIT A.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF INGHAM

EAST LANSING - MERIDIAN WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY
WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM JUNIOR LIEN REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2023

Maturity Date Date of Original Issue
[Insert Rate] See Schedule I [Insert Date]

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Registered Owner: Michigan Finance Authority
Principal Amount: __________________________________________________________________ Dollars ($_____________) ___________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The East Lansing - Meridian Water and Sewer Authority, Ingham County, Michigan (the “Issuer”), acknowledges itself indebted and, for value received, hereby promises to pay to the 
Registered Owner specified above, or registered assigns, out of the net revenues of the Water Supply System of the Issuer (the “System), including all appurtenances, additions, 
extensions, and improvements thereto after provision has been made for reasonable and necessary expenses of operation, maintenance, and administration of the System (the “Net 
Revenues”), the amounts and on the Dates of Maturity set forth on Schedule I hereto, together with interest thereon from the dates of receipt of such funds, or such later date to which 
interest has been paid, at the Interest Rate per annum specified above, first payable on _________ 1, 20__, and semiannually thereafter on the first day of April and October of each 
year, except as the provisions hereinafter set forth with respect to redemption of this Bond prior to maturity may become applicable hereto

The Issuer promises to pay to the Michigan Finance Authority (the “MFA”) the principal amount of this Bond or so much thereof as shall have been advanced to the Issuer pursuant to a 
Purchase Contract between the Issuer and the MFA and a Supplemental Agreement by and among the Issuer, the MFA, and the State of Michigan acting through the Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy.

During the time funds are being drawn down by the Issuer under this Bond, the MFA will periodically provide the Issuer a statement showing the amount of principal that has been 
advanced and the date of each advance, which statement shall constitute prima facie evidence of the reported information; provided that no failure on the part of the MFA to provide such a 
statement or to reflect a disbursement or the correct amount of a disbursement shall relieve the Issuer of its obligation to repay the outstanding principal amount actually advanced, all 
accrued interest thereon, and any other amount payable with respect thereto in accordance with the terms of this Bond. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Bond, so long as the MFA 
is the owner of this Bond, (a) this Bond is payable as to principal, premium, if any, and interest at U.S. Bank Trust Company, National Association, or at such other place as shall be 
designated in writing to the Issuer by the MFA (the “MFA’s Depository”); (b) the Issuer agrees that it will deposit with the MFA's Depository payments of the principal of, premium, if any, and 
interest on this Bond in immediately available funds by 12:00 noon at least five (5) business days prior to the date on which any such payment is due whether by maturity, redemption or 
otherwise; in the event that the MFA’s Depository has not received the Issuer’s deposit by 12:00 noon on the scheduled day, the Issuer shall immediately pay to the MFA as invoiced by the 
MFA an amount to recover the MFA’s administrative costs and lost investment earnings attributable to that late payment; and (c) written notice of any redemption of this Bond shall be given 
by the Issuer and received by the MFA’s Depository at least forty (40) days prior to the date on which such redemption is to be made.

This Bond, being one fully registered manuscript bond, is issued in accordance with the provisions of Act 94, Public Acts of Michigan, 1933, as amended, Act 233, Public Acts of 
Michigan, 1955, as amended and a resolution adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Issuer on April 11, 2019, April 16, 2020, July 21, 2021, April 21, 2022, and July 20, 2023 (the 
“Resolution”), for the purpose of paying the cost of acquiring and constructing improvements to the System. This Bond is a self-liquidating Bond, and is not a general obligation of 
the Issuer within any constitutional or statutory limitation, but is payable, both as to principal and interest, solely from the Net Revenues of the System. The principal of and interest on this 
Bond are secured by a statutory lien on the Net Revenues.

The Issuer hereby covenants and agrees to fix, and maintain at all times while any of the Bonds shall be outstanding, such rates for service furnished by the System as shall be sufficient to 
provide for payment of the principal of and interest upon all such Bonds as and when the same become due and payable, to maintain a bond and interest Redemption Account and to 
provide for the payment of expenses of administration and operation and such expenses for maintenance of the System as are necessary to preserve the same in good repair and working 
order, and to provide for such other expenditures and funds for the System as are required by the Resolution. The statutory liens securing any First Lien Bonds (as defined in the Resolution) 
Issued by the Issuer will be frst liens that shall be superior to the lien on the Net Revenues securing this Bond. The Bonds of this series shall have equal standing with the Issuer’s Junior 
Lien Bonds (as defined in the Resolution), and any Additional Junior Lien Bonds (as defined in the Resolution) that may be issued pursuant to the Resolution. Additional bonds of superior 
standing to the bonds of this series may be issued pursuant to the Resolution. For a complete statement of the revenues from which, and the conditions under which this Bond is payable, a 
statement of the conditions under which additional bonds of equal or superior standing may hereafter be issued, and the general covenants and provisions pursuant to which this Bond is 
issued, reference is made to the Resolution.

Bonds of this series may be subject to redemption prior to maturity by the Issuer only with the prior written consent of the MFA and on such terms as may be required by the MFA.

In the event of a default in the payment of principal or interest hereon when due, whether at maturity, by redemption or otherwise, the amount of such default shall bear interest (the “ad-
ditional interest”) at a rate equal to the rate of interest which is two percent above the MFA’s cost of providing funds (as determined by the MFA) to make payment on the bonds of the MFA 
issued to provide funds to purchase this Bond but in no event in excess of the maximum rate of interest permitted by law. The additional interest shall continue to accrue until the MFA has 
been fully reimbursed for all costs incurred by the MFA (as determined by the MFA) as a consequence of the Issuer’s default. Such additional interest shall be payable on the interest 
payment date following demand of the MFA. In the event that (for reasons other than the default in the payment of any municipal obligation purchased by the MFA) the investment of 
amounts in the reserve account established by the MFA for the bonds of the MFA issued to provided funds to purchase this Bond fails to provide sufficient available funds (together with any 
other funds which may be made available for such purpose) to pay the interest on outstanding bonds of the MFA issued to fund such account, the Issuer shall and hereby agrees to pay on 
demand only the Issuer’s pro rata share (as determined by the MFA) of such deficiency as additional interest on this Bond.

It is hereby certified and recited that all acts, conditions and things required by law, precedent to and in the issuance of this Bond, exist and have been done and performed in regular and 
due time and form as required by law and that the total indebtedness of the Issuer including this Bond, does not exceed any constitutional or statutory limitation.

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the East Lansing - Meridian Water and Sewer Authority, Ingham County, Michigan, by its Board of Trustees, has caused this Bond to be signed, by the manu-
al or facsimile signatures of its Chair and Authority Secretary, all as of the __________ day of ____________, 2023.

_______________________________________
Dan Opsommer, Chair

_______________________________________
Brad Brogren, Authority Secretary
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TRANSFER

For value received, the undersigned hereby sells, assigns and transfers unto _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Tax Identification or Social Security No. __________________________) the within Bond and all rights thereunder, and hereby constitutes and appoints 

________________________ attorney, to transfer the within Bond on the books kept for registration thereof by the Paying Agent, with full power of substitution in the premises.

Dated: _____________________________________________ 

Notice: The signature to this assignment must correspond with the name as it appears on the registration books every particular, without alteration or enlargement or any change whatever.

Name of Issuer  East Lansing - Meridian Water and Sewer Authority

EGLE Project No: ________________________________________

EGLE Approved Amount: ________________________________________

SCHEDULE 1

Based on the schedule provided below, unless revised as provided in this paragraph, repayment of principal of the Bond shall be made until the full amount advanced to the Issuer is 
repaid. In the event the Order of Approval issued by the Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (the “Order”) approves a principal amount of assistance less than the amount 
of the Bond delivered to the MFA, the MFA shall only disburse principal up to the amount stated in the Order. In the event (1) that the payment schedule approved by the Issuer and 
described below provides for payment of a total principal amount greater than the amount of assistance approved by the Order or (2) that less than the principal amount of 
assistance approved by the Order is disbursed to the Issuer by the MFA, the MFA shall prepare a new payment schedule, which shall be effective upon receipt by the Issuer.

Due Date Amount of Principal
Installment Due

Interest on the Bond shall accrue on principal disbursed by the MFA to the Issuer from the date principal is disbursed, until paid, at the rate of_______% per annum, payable ___ 1, 
20 _____ and seminally thereafter.

The Issuer agrees that it will deposit with U.S. Bank Trust Company, National Association, or at such other place as shall be designated in writing to the Issuer by the MFA (the “MFA’s 
Depository") payments of the Principal of, premium, if any, and interest on this Bond in immediately available funds by 12:00 noon at least five business days prior to the date on which any 
such payment is due whether by maturity, redemption or otherwise. In the event that the MFA’s Depository has not received the Issuer’s deposit by 12:00 noon on the scheduled day, the 
lssuer shall immediately pay to the MFA as invoiced by the MFA an amount to recover the Bond MFA’s administrative costs and lost investment earnings attributable to that late payment.

*Not to exceed amount. Loan reductions at close out wil result in proportional decrease.

CP #23-217
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By NICOLE NOECHEL
Welcome back, Spartans! I hope 

you’ve had a relaxing and fun-filled 
summer. Now that the school year is 
ramping up, East Lansing is ready to 
greet you with plenty of fun events, both 
at Michigan State University and in the 
community beyond. Before we get to 
that, however, let’s look at some updates 
on the city’s landscape.

Businesses that have come 
and gone

Beyond traffic-stopping construction 
that persisted throughout the summer, not 
much has changed in East Lansing, but 
there are a few businesses that have closed 
and a few more that have popped up. 

A new full-service MSUFCU branch 
opened on Abbot Road, replacing the 
previous branch on Grand River Avenue. 
The new branch features sit-down desks 
rather than a traditional teller line.

Pita Way, a Mediterranean fast-casu-
al chain, opened underneath the Hub 
apartments on Grand River Avenue, of-
fering build-your-own pita sandwiches, 
quesadillas and bowls. For a full look at 
the menu, stop in or visit pitaway.com.

Additionally, the Jolly Pumpkin plans 
to build a new bourbon, whiskey and beer 
bar called Mash, which will be connected 
to the restaurant in a 4,755-square-foot 
space at 212 Albert Avenue. Keep your 
eyes peeled for updates.

PappaRoti, a coffee shop and bakery 
on Trowbridge Road, closed its doors 
this summer, as did Champps Kitchen + 
Bar in the Eastwood Towne Center and 
Tannin on East Michigan Avenue. Fur-
thermore, the Five Guys on Grand River 
Avenue is temporarily closed for remod-
eling, but it’s expected to reopen later 
this month. A sign on the door says the 
store will try to have someone on site 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday 
for deliveries.

Fall Welcome events
While some schools offer welcome 

weeks to kick off the semester, MSU has 
much more in store for Spartans, with 
events running through Sept. 7. For a 
full list, visit spartanexperiences.msu.
edu.

The fun begins with a Spartan Game 
Night 9 p.m. to midnight Wednesday 
(Aug. 23) at the International Center, 
featuring a chance to win prizes by par-
ticipating in bingo and other games.

Thursday (Aug. 24) at 8:30 a.m., the 
Center for Community Engaged Learn-
ing is offering the chance to participate 
in a service project at the Breslin Center, 
with free T-shirts awarded to the first 
500 attendees. Participants will also 
learn how to prepare for the upcoming 
elections in November. 

Later in the day, visit the Career Ser-
vices Network Fun Fair from 1 to 5 p.m. 
at the Student Services Building for 
A&W root beer floats, Dr. Pepper flavor 
tastings, giveaways, chances to learn 
about campus employment, help with 
starting your post-college job search 
and more.

But that’s not all! Head to either IM 
East or IM West from 7 to 10 p.m. for 
a Welcome Carnival, featuring inflat-
ables, games and more. Then, from 10 
p.m. to midnight, enjoy a comedy show 
and talent showcase at the Wharton 
Center.

The Wharton Center Student Mar-
keting Organization is hosting a free 
concert in front of the building 2 p.m. 
Friday (Aug. 25), with ice cream, snacks, 
games and more. There’s also plenty 
more to enjoy later in the day, including 
Zoom trivia from 8 to 9 p.m., crafting 
activities and chances to view the exhi-
bitions at the Broad Art Museum from 
8 to 10 p.m., an outer space extravagan-
za at Abrams Planetarium from 8 to 10 
p.m., skating at Munn Ice Arena from 
9 p.m. to midnight, line dancing at the 
Spartan statue from 10 p.m. to midnight 
and a Spartan Nation Late Night at the 
Main Library from 10 p.m. to midnight, 
featuring trivia, esports and more.

Head to the MSU Union 2 to 5 p.m. 
Saturday (Aug. 26) for UFest, featur-
ing live music, outdoor activities, crafts, 
free food and giveaways. Later, down-
town East Lansing will be filled with 
fun events from 6 to 11 p.m., including 
live music and games such as inflat-
able jousting and knockerball at Valley 
Court Park, meet-and-greets with Zeke 
the Wonderdog and Sparty at Fountain 
Square, succulent giveaways at the Mar-

riott Plaza, a hot-dog-eating contest 
at University Weiner, a scavenger hunt 
around the downtown area and booths 
from a variety of East Lansing business-
es lining the streets.

Sparticipation runs 4 to 8 p.m. Sun-
day (Aug. 27) at the IM East Field, fea-
turing a culinary food fair; a student in-
volvement fair; a student organization 
showcase with demonstrations, perfor-
mances and announcements; live music 
by local bands; and more.

Patty PerShayla, a Grand Rap-
ids-based singer-songwriter, will per-
form at the Wharton Center’s welcome 
event 5 p.m. Tuesday (Aug. 29), which 
also offers ice cream, snacks and games.

Visit the MSU Union at 7:30 p.m. 
Aug. 31 for FEMfest, featuring spo-
ken-word performances, live music 
and visual art displays, all celebrating 
feminism in the arts. There will be free 
shirts, merchandise and snacks while 
supplies last.

Finally, Fall Welcome wraps up with 
Spartan Remix from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
Sept. 7 at Munn Field. The event, which 
celebrates multicultural communities 
on campus, features live performances, 
an art contest, booths from multicultur-
al student organizations and more.

More upcoming events
Beyond MSU’s festivities, other local 

businesses and hangout spots are ready 

to welcome students back with a variety 
of activities.

East Lansing’s summer Moonlight 
Film Festival series wraps up with a 
showing of “Remember the Titans” 9 
p.m. Thursday (Aug. 24) at Valley Court 
Park. Bring a blanket or lawn chair and 
snacks to munch on.

The Junction is hosting a Welcome 
Week Party 4 p.m. to 2 a.m. Friday (Aug. 
25), featuring indoor and outdoor stages 
with performances by local bands and 
DJs, food trucks, inflatables, vendors 
and a special DJ set by headliner Chey-
enne Giles. For more information, visit 
facebook.com/thejunctionmichigan.

The Broad Art Museum is hosting 
back-to-school events 1 to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday (Aug. 26) and Sunday (Aug. 27) 
where students can screen print cus-
tom-designed tote bags and check out 
the exhibitions they’ve missed over the 
summer. For a look into one of the ex-
hibitions, “Shouldn’t You Be Working? 
100 Years of Working from Home,” see 
page 16.

The Broad is also holding a Fall 
Opening Party celebrating its four new 
exhibitions from 6 to 10 p.m. Sept. 8. 
Attendees can explore the museum 
while enjoying tailgate-themed food 
and drinks, music from the Spartan 
Alumni Marching Band and Impact 89 
FM, photos with Sparty, screen print-
ing, glow painting, button making and 
more.
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Back in the saddle
What students missed over the summer and what to look forward to in the coming weeks

Courtesy photo 

MSU clubs and organizations are ready to greet potential new members at 
Sparticipation, running 4 to 8 p.m. Sunday (Aug. 27).



By CHELSEA LAKE ROBERTS 
The Michigan State University 

Broad Art Museum sits on top of 
what used to be called a practice 
house — an apartment where, in 
the early 1900s, women in the home 
economics major lived in six-week 
rotations to practice the arts and 
sciences of homemaking. 

Michigan Agricultural College, 
now MSU, was founded in 1855 to 
teach men to farm, but in 1870, 10 
women enrolled and fully partici-
pated in all the courses and prac-
tical labor. Then, around the turn 
of the century, the college began to 
offer the women’s program, which 
formally became the home eco-
nomics major in 1909. It offered 
coursework in textiles, food, nutri-
tion, chemistry, design and financial 
management. According to the MSU 
Libraries website, these courses pre-
pared women for careers outside of 
homemaking or farming, such as 
dietetics, design, teaching, manage-
ment and healthcare. 

The Broad’s exhibition “Shouldn’t 
You Be Working? 100 Years of Work-
ing from Home,” on display through 
Dec. 17, explores what it has meant 
for women to work from home for 
the last century via archival photos 
from the museum’s collection and 
excellently curated contemporary 
art on the themes of home, work 
and migration. Broad exhibitions 
are usually very tight — the gallery, 
art, furniture and lighting all feel 
like they’re working together. But 
this one is disorienting. It woke me 
up and made me want to know what 
I had just walked into.  

The conflict between industry 
and domesticity is immediately and 
firmly established at the entrance of 
the exhibition with the piece “Wom-
anhouse,” by Angela Washko, whose 
“female artificial intelligences re-
spond to their captive domesticity.” 
A large video projection of a “The 
Sims” video game shows women 
trapped and isolated, working and 
taking care of basic human needs. 
The only seats for visitors are harsh 
foam blocks that look like they were 
pulled out of a warehouse. 

The exhibition space is framed in 
a one-to-one scale of the old practice 

houses. Without walls, these small 
frames feel like walking among ru-
ins, a quiet memorial to the past. Is 
this exhibit bringing history to life or 
asking it to be put to rest? I observe 
college-aged women wandering 
through, and I think of something I 
once saw on a dating app: “Seeking a 
traditional woman.” What does that 
even mean? What would it mean to 
a woman 15 years younger than me?

There’s an image of a homemaker, 
a stay-at-home mother, that we can 
conjure up in the popular imagina-
tion. But where did it come from? 
On the other side of the exhibition 
space, archival photos from the 
School of Home Economics demon-
strate a myth in the making. 

“They’re super staged,” associ-
ate curator Teresa Fankhänel said. 
“They’re trying to elevate the home-
maker. They’re trying to show that 
this isn’t just a housewife who’s 
bored and has to be occupied — this 
is a professional. It’s someone who 
knows what they’re doing.” 

But for Fankhänel, that image of 
domestic bliss was just a starting 
point — a marketing photo, even. 
More broadly, she said, schools of 
home economics allowed women to 
question their futures.

“The home is the starting point, 
but then you can leap out and do ev-
erything, anything you want to,” she 
said. She called the practice hous-
es “a rehearsal space for the future” 
and said she hopes the exhibit sparks 
questions like, “Who do I want to be? 
How do I want to live and work? Is 
it the way I live and work right now? 
Am I happy the way it is?” 

One installation, “Cream Screen,” by 
Marisa Olson, presents a picture-per-
fect, Instagram-worthy home office, 
complete with easy-care houseplants, 
a sleek desk and a blinding ring light. 
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In labor for 100 years
Broad exhibition explores history of women working from home

Chelsea Lake Roberts for City Pulse 

Artwork captured through the frames of the scale-model practice house that “Shouldn’t 
You Be Working? 100 Years of Working from Home” is contained in, inspired by the apart-
ments where Michigan Agricultural College home economics majors lived and studied.

Chelsea Lake Roberts for City Pulse

 A digital file by Guanyu Xu depicts “home” for immigrants.

See Broad, Page 16
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Fun for the whole family
Greater Lansing welcomes students with a jam-packed weekend of events

Much like the women posing at their 
work 100 years ago, “Cream Screen” 
is a performance of work and life. The 
COVID-19 pandemic brought office 
aesthetics into many of our homes, 
and Olson’s work explores how Zoom 
backgrounds, whether real or digital, 
are “an attempt at professionalizing 
the home and hiding what makes it 
private.” 

The curatorial note on the exhi-
bition does well in contextualizing 
home economics and the sort of 
homemaking displayed in the ar-
chival photos as a primarily white, 
middle-class undertaking until well 
into the postwar years. Women have 
always worked, though — inside or 
outside the home. And some have 
worked harder than others.

Guanyu Xu’s three pieces of digital 
art are my favorite part of the whole 
exhibition. These chaotic collages 
depict the disorienting experience 
of “home” through the eyes of immi-
grants and provide a powerful foil 
to the notions of “simplicity” that 
too often accompany our notions of 
domesticity. The way Xu distorts the 

size and distance of objects makes 
sense to me. They’re much more fa-
miliar to me as a representation of 
home than any imagined memories 
of softly folding flour into eggs or 
hanging clothes to dry on a line. 

As I reflected on the exhibition 
later, it made me think about my 
maternal grandmother, who spent 
much of her long life carrying a 
union card for the Teamsters Union 
in Detroit. When I was about 19 
years old, I was chatting with her, 
worried about what I should do after 
community college. She looked me 
in the eyes and offered me her sage 
wisdom. 

“I never had any idea of what to do 
with my life, either,” she said.

A history of women’s work is also 
a history of our ambivalence, coping 
mechanisms and humor. There is 
plenty for our community to explore. 
“Shouldn’t You Be Working” illumi-
nates moments of women’s labor 
from the past 100 years that aren’t 
what they appear as well as modern 
work-related realities that reach out 
to us with urgency, leading viewers 
to ponder all that came before our 
Zoom backgrounds — and what still 
lies beyond them.

Broad
from page 17

By NICOLE NOECHEL
It’s the last weekend of summer be-

fore classes begin at Michigan State 
University, and it seems some local 
organizations have been waiting for 
students to return before offering 
their biggest events of the season. 
If you have your dorm, apartment 
or house set up and are looking for 
something to fill your time while 
waiting for friends to return — or 
something to entertain visiting par-
ents and siblings — I’ve compiled 
information on six happenings in 
Greater Lansing this weekend that 
are sure to wipe away your pre-se-
mester scaries, if only briefly.

Eastside Summer Fest
The 3rd annual Eastside Summer 

Fest, running 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sat-
urday (Aug. 26) in the Frandor Sears 
parking lot, offers a free day of ac-
tivities for all ages in celebration of 

the eastside neighborhood 
and Greater Lansing as a 
whole.

The event was hosted on 
Michigan Avenue in the 
past, but the street was still 
open to traffic, and attend-
ees had to walk across the 
busy avenue to reach ven-
dors on both sides.

“When we started talking 
about this year’s event, we 
thought Michigan Avenue 
might be under construc-
tion, and we were kind of 
not wanting to do it on 
Michigan Avenue anyway 
because of the traffic,” said 
Bridget Doyle, vice presi-
dent of the Eastside Neighborhood 
Organization.

However, this year’s space around 
Sears allows for more program-
ming than ever before. The Eastside 
Neighborhood Organization antic-

ipates upwards of 2,000 attendees, 
compared to approximately 1,300 
last year.

“It’ll be one of our best years ever,” 
Doyle said.

There will be two stages hosting 

live performances all day. On Stage 1, 
Little Things will kick things off with 
a performance at 11 a.m., followed 
by Lansing Poet Laureate Masaki 
Takahashi at noon, Suburban Ants at 

See Weekend events, Page 18

Courtesy photo

The Eastside Summer Fest, running 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday (Aug. 26), features a Fun 
Zone with plenty of activities for all ages, including rock art, face painting, a photo booth, life-
size Jenga, corn hole, chalk art and more.

Courtesy photo
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Fall classes begin Monday, September 11th!
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1 p.m., LVRS at 2 p.m., the Further 
Adventures of FatBoy and JiveTurkey 
at 3 p.m., Ensurance Trap at 4 p.m., 
Nonbinary at 5 p.m., Full House at 6 
p.m., Jeremy Hurt at 7 p.m. and Kwaj 
at 8 p.m. On Stage 2, Johnny Burtle 
will perform at noon, followed by the 
Habibi Dancers at 1 p.m., Echoes at 
2 p.m., husband-and-wife duo Tom 
Heideman and Mary Koenigsknecht 
at 3 p.m., Abbey Hoffman at 4 p.m. 
and Capo the Second at 5 p.m.

To highlight the businesses that 
helped make the event happen, at-
tendees can participate in Sponsor 
Bingo between performances, with 
prizes including tickets to Potter Park 
Zoo, farmers market gift certificates 

and handmade items from vendors. 
The grand prize, awarded toward the 
end of the event, includes a 43-inch 
TV and other items from vendors.

Check out the Fun Zone for other 
activities, including demonstrations 
by the Waverly Robotics team and 
Lansing ghostbuster Ryan Holmes, 
a photo booth, life-size Jenga, corn 
hole, chalk art, rock painting, glitter 
tattoos, balloon twisting and more.

More than 100 vendors will line 
the parking lot, including partic-
ipants of the Fledge Foundation’s 
Youth Entrepreneurial Program, lo-
cal small businesses, artists, jewelry 
makers, nonprofits and resource and 
information booths. 

There will also be 13 different food 
vendors at the festival, including 
Taqueria Monarca, Honey Bun Bak-
ery, Lady Tee’s Soul Food, Picnic Food 

Truck, Superior Kettle Corn, Kona 
Ice, Tino’s Tasty Treats Ice Cream, 
Sharron’s Concessions, Blendit Ice 
Cream, Triple E’s Eatery, Cookies 
House of Soul and Toarmina’s Pizza.

Feel free to bring chairs and blan-
kets if you’d like to bask in the sun. 
There will also be chairs and tents 
available at both stages. For a map of 
free parking and festival events, visit 
517eastside.org/map.

Lansing Bless Fest Weekend
Lansing Bless Fest Weekend at 

Adado Riverfront Park begins with 
Flo Fest, a free Christian hip-hop fes-
tival running 6 to 9 p.m. Friday (Aug. 
25). Performers include Samsun 
Demonslayer at 6 p.m., Joe Brown 
and TBAR at 6:30 p.m., Marqus An-
thony at 7 p.m., Bendito at 7:30 p.m. 
and Kevi at 8:15 p.m.

There will be plenty more to enjoy 
on top of the music, including bounce 
houses and games for children, a 
basketball three-point contest, stage 
games, raffles, sponsor tents with 
giveaways and chances to meet the 
performers at their merch tents. The 
festival will also offer free bottled wa-
ter and snacks as well as shade tents 
and seating. 

Lansing Bless Fest, running 1 to 9 
p.m. Saturday (Aug. 26), offers per-
formances by rock/worship duo His 
DNA at 1 p.m.; singer-songwriter 
Joe Jarvis at 2 p.m.; rock group The 
Veteran Band at 2:45 p.m.; spo-
ken-word artist Reesey with “The 
S.M.A.C.K Show” at 3:30 p.m.; gos-
pel groups Deon Gladney & Chosen 
Worship at 4:15 p.m., Spoken Praise 
at 5:15 p.m. and Generation 4:12 at 
6:15 p.m.; Michelle Miller Bell & the 
Let It Flow Band at 7:15 p.m.; and 

rappers Deonte Hall at 8 p.m. and TJ 
King at 8:30 p.m.

As with Flo Fest, the event also 
offers a kids’ zone, raffles, free bot-
tled water and snacks, seating and 
shade tents and a sports section with 
basketball and corn hole. There will 
also be free burgers and hot dogs, 
free clothing and shoes from GAPS 
Outreach, free new and gently used 
books and backpack giveaways.

Ending the weekend is a nonde-
nominational worship service 6 to 
8 p.m. Sunday (Aug. 27). Seating, 
shade tents and bottled water will be 
provided, and attendees are encour-
aged to bring cash for a free-will of-
fering.

Meridian Pride
Pride Month may have ended, but 

there’s still one more event on the 
horizon: Meridian Township’s inau-
gural Pride celebration, running 3 
to 10 p.m. Saturday (Aug. 26) at the 
Marketplace on the Green Pavilion in 
Okemos.

“We’re coming out of COVID, and 
the township board, early this year, 
decided they wanted to reinitiate the 
diversity, equity and inclusion com-
mittee. The DEI committee decided 
the first thing they wanted to do was 
hold an LGBTQ+ Pride event,” said 
Brian Shorkey, the township’s se-
nior planner. “We couldn’t have it in 
June because that would cause a con-
flict with two other major Township 
events: our Juneteenth celebration 
and the Celebrate Meridian Festival. 
We couldn’t do it at the same time be-
cause the Marketplace on the Green 

Weekend events
from page 17

See Weekend events, Page 19
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was taken and we didn’t want to cre-
ate competition.”

The day kicks off with a 5K Fun 
Run/Walk beginning at 3 p.m. at 
the Meridian Township Municipal 
Building. There are no age divisions 
or chip times, but there will be priz-
es for the first three participants to 
cross the finish line. 

The deadline to register for the race 
is Thursday (Aug. 24). The entry fee 
is $20 and includes a T-shirt. Regis-
trants can pick up their packets 4 to 
6 p.m. Friday (Aug. 25) in the Town 
Hall Room of the Municipal Building 
or 1:30 to 2:45 Saturday at the start-
ing line outside the Municipal Build-
ing. To register, visit recreation.me-
ridian.mi.us and click on the Special 
Events tab. To view a map of the race 
route, visit meridian.mi.us/about-us/
calendar/meridian-pride-event.

State Rep. Julie Brixie will kick off 
the main festivities with introductory 
remarks at 4:05 p.m. Afterward, at-
tendees can enjoy music by The Time 
Traveling DJs, food from Tantay Pe-
ruvian Cuisine and From Scratch 
Food Truck, advocacy resources and 
art vendors. The Beer Garden will be 
open from 5 to 10 p.m.; Capital Area 
District Libraries will offer arts and 
crafts, book check-outs and library 
card registration from 4 to 7 p.m.;  
and Mikki Prost, a Patsy Cline trib-
ute performer, will take the stage at 
8 p.m.

There will also be a Proud Puppy 
Pageant at 5 p.m., offering pet par-
ents the chance to show off all their 
furry friends can do. All participating 
pets receive a gift bag from Soldan’s 
Pet Supplies, and prizes for the win-
ning pups include three $200 gift 
cards and three $50 gift cards to To-
pher’s Paw Co. Interested pet parents 
can contact Shorkey at 517-853-4576 
or shorkey@meridian.mi.us.

Last but not least, Ingham Coun-
ty Clerk Barb Byrum is performing 
weddings in the Meridian Historical 
Village Gazebo from 4 to 7 p.m. In-
terested parties must obtain a mar-
riage license from the County Clerk’s 
Office, which includes a three-day 
waiting period. For more informa-
tion, visit clerk.ingham.org or call 
517-676-7201.

Michigan FunkFest
Get ready to groove at the Michi-

gan Institute of Contemporary Art’s 
FunkFest, running 4 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Saturday (Aug. 26) in Old Town. 
There will be two stages offering 

funky tunes all evening, with per-
formers such as Grady Hall & the 
Disciples of Funk, Steven McCray’s 
The UNKOFUNK, DJ McCoy of 
Scratch Pilots, Melophobix, Mixed 
Flavors and Is Evolution.

Tickets are $15 and can be pur-
chased at brownpapertickets.com/
event/6104564.

St. Michael FunFest
Grand Ledge’s St. Michael Catholic 

Church is hosting its annual FunFest 
5 to 10 p.m. Friday (Aug. 25) and 
noon to 10 p.m. Saturday (Aug. 26). 
Friday evening, the food and beer 
tent opens at 5, followed by euchre 
and archery tournaments at 6:30, 
dodgeball at 8:15 and trivia at 8:45. 
On Saturday, the food and beer tent 
opens at noon, along with a bake sale, 
kids’ games until 4 p.m. and a silent 
auction until 8 p.m. There will also 
be a cornhole tournament at 12:30 
p.m., volleyball at 2 p.m., a mass at 
4:30 p.m., a chicken barbecue at 
5:30 p.m., a live auction and raffle 
drawings at 6 p.m. and live music 
with Exit 86 at 8 p.m.

To view the list of auction items 
prior to the event, visit stmichaelgl.
org/auction-items.

Sun Dried Music Festival
Visit downtown Mason 6 to 11 p.m. 

Friday (Aug. 25), 10 a.m. to 11:30 
p.m. Saturday (Aug. 26) and 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday (Aug. 27) for 
the Sun Dried Music Festival, fea-
turing performances by a variety of 
local musicians as well as vendors, 
children’s activities and more.

Friday evening, Bill Moran takes 
the stage at 7, followed by the Cor-
zo Effect at 8:30 and Jacob Moran 
at 9:40. Vendor Row, the children’s 
play area and the beer tent open at 
6 p.m. Entry into the beer tent is 
$5, and each drink ticket is $5.

Saturday, the Fly By Night Band 
kicks things off on the Main Stage 
at noon, followed by Mama Tryd 
at 1:30 p.m., School of Rock East 
Lansing’s Youth Band at 3 p.m., 
Those Legs at 4:30 p.m., the Wild 
Honey Collective at 6 p.m., Mixed 
Flavors at 7:30 p.m., Rebecca Brun-
ner at 9 p.m. and Cloudhoppers at 
10:30 p.m. On the Second Stage, 
Hank Williams Review performs at 
1 p.m., followed by Matthew James 
Adkins at 2:30 and 4 p.m., Collin & 
Gwen at 5:30 and 7 p.m. and Tim 
Hunt’s Dueling Pianos at 8:30 and 
10 p.m.

The Mason Area Chamber of 
Commerce’s arts and crafts sidewalk 
sales run from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
and Vendor Row, the children’s play 

area and the beer tent open at noon. 
There will be a cornhole tournament 
in the beer tent at 11 a.m., with reg-
istration beginning at 10 a.m. En-
trants must bring their own team of 

two and pay a $40 registration fee. 
The weekend ends with the Mason 

Area Ministerial Association Wor-
ship Service 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday 
on the Main Stage.

Weekend events
from page 18
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Lansing Bless Fest Weekend at Adado Riverfront Park offers two days of live music 
Friday (Aug. 25) and Saturday (Aug. 26), featuring a variety of Christian hip-hop artists, 
rock ‘n’ roll bands, gospel groups and more.

Courtesy photo

“American Idol” alumnus Jacob Moran headlines day one of the Sun Dried Music Festival 
in downtown Mason, taking the stage 9:40 p.m. Friday (Aug. 25).
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Glorious Cannabis in its feels about new line
By LUCAS HENKEL

Glorious Cannabis Co. is back with 
a one-of-a-kind product line to make 
you rethink how you buy weed. A few 
weeks ago, the Rochester Hills-based 
company rolled out the Feels System, 
a terpene-based cannabis classifica-
tion system designed to help stoners 
find products that match exactly how 
they want to feel after smoking.

The classification system is based on 
the dominant terpenes found in each 
strain. In a recent video on Glorious’ 
Instagram account, director of culti-
vation Clayton Donnelly sat down to 
discuss how the company finds this 
information in the results of each 
strain’s certificate of analysis. Often 
referred to as a COA, this document 
is part of the quality control process. 
It includes microbiological testing 
results, cannabinoid concentrations 
and the terpene profile of each partic-
ular strain. 

“The terpenes are on a COA basis 
and vary test to test depending on 
the time of year, climate, how hot the 
room was and what kind of fertigation 
techniques we used,” Donnelly said. 

“But those two top terpenes are usu-
ally what’s going to base the feeling 
and structure around that flower. So, 
after each test, we look at our COAs 
and decide what jar it’s going to go in 
based on how that effect will relate to 
a customer or consumer.”

Terpenes are naturally occurring 
chemical compounds found in a vari-
ety of plants, including cannabis. Ter-
penes are what make certain strains 
smell or taste different from others. 
According to Healthline, the dom-
inant terpenes of a cannabis strain 
work in tandem with the amount of 
THC, CBD and other cannabinoids 
found in the plant to produce the ef-
fects people associate with different 
strains. This may explain why two 
different strains with the same level 
of THC can produce different effects.

“At Glorious, we think selling and 
marketing cannabis based on potency 
and strain alone is archaic,” Donnelly 
said. By focusing on terpenes and de-
sired effects, Glorious’ Feels System 
helps customers find their desired 
“feels” consistently.

Glorious breaks down its system 
into five categories: Melt, Faded, 

Arouse, Create and Lifted. Melt fea-
tures strains that are typically high 
in myrcene and linalool, two terpenes 
that provide a deeply calming effect. 
Linalool is also found in lavender 
and can provide relief for those suf-
fering from anxiety. Cannabis strains 
like Granddaddy Purple, for exam-
ple, tend to contain a high amount of 
these terpenes. 

The Faded strains are perfect for a 
laid-back evening filled with laugh-
ter or gaming. I picked up an eighth 
from this category at JARS Cannabis 
in south Lansing and really enjoyed it. 
Inside the plastic jar were four bright 
green nugs of the strain Pancakes, an 
indica-dominant hybrid that’s created 
by crossing Kush Mints with London 
Pound Cake 75. After a few bong rips, 
I felt a nice, relaxing head high that 
traveled throughout my body. This 
was probably thanks to this strain’s 
high concentration of caryophyllene, 
a spicier terpene that helps create a 
laid-back and euphoric smoking ex-
perience. 

For folks looking to add some spice 

Courtesy photo

Glorious Cannabis Co. breaks down its 
terpene-based cannabis classification 
system into five categories of effects: 
Melt, Faded, Arouse, Create and Lifted.
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in Review:
Terple Gang
in Review:

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub.

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds.

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too.

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor.

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell.

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.”

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high.

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high.

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%.

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.”

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button.

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output.

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week.

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year.

Here’s a look at a few of them:
Terple Gang — Bombulan
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder.

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed.

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips.

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes.

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks.

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too.

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes.

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty.

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap.

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com.

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Glorious Cannabis Co. 
Feels System

See Glorious Cannabis, Page 21



City Pulse • August 23, 2023 www.lansingcitypulse.com 21

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, August 28, 2023 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council  Chambers, Tenth Floor, Lansing City 
Hall, 124 West Michigan Avenue, Lansing,  MI for the purpose of considering:

An ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend Chapter 240 of the Lansing 
Codified Ordinances, Section 240.02, Section 240.03, and Section 240.04 in order 
to clarify the role of the HRCS Advisory  Board to make it consistent with the City of 
Lansing Charter, including 5-106.

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings 
should contact the City Council Office at 517-483-4177 (TDD (517) 483-4479) 24 hour notice 
may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt will be made to grant all reasonable 
accommodation requests.

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the 
Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk 
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#23-209

to the bedroom, the Arouse strains 
provide the stimulating and invigo-
rating effects of a sativa, coupled with 
a tantalizing body buzz. The domi-
nant terpenes in these sativa-domi-
nant hybrid strains are typically hu-
mulene and limonene. Humulene, a 
terpene commonly found in strains 
like Sherbert and Gelato, gives off an 
earthy, woody aroma. It’s known for 
its anti-inflammatory and anti-pain 
properties and is also believed to act 
as an appetite suppressant.

Strains in the Create jars are per-
fect for enhancing productivity and 
unleashing stoners’ artistic sides. 
Whether you’re looking to tackle 
your to-do list or engage in a creative 
endeavor, try out these sativa-domi-
nant hybrid strains, which are chock 
full of limonene and ocimene.

Limonene is a terpene that’s re-
sponsible for the lemony, citrusy tang 
found in strains like Super Lemon 
Haze. Some studies show that limo-

nene can be a mood booster. It pairs 
well with ocimene, another fruit-for-
ward terpene that’s shown signs of 
being able to reduce inflammation 
and pain. This combination of ter-
penes is sure to provide a smooth and 
uplifting experience.

Want to put some extra pep in 
your step? The pure sativa strains 
in the Lifted category are guaran-
teed to keep you energized for any 
social occasion or adventure. These 
jars feature strains that contain ter-
penes like pinene, which is found in 
pine and other evergreen trees and is 
known to deliver mental focus and 
energy, as well as terpinolene, which 
is found in nutmeg and is known to 
ease anxiety.

Lucas Henkel (he/him) is a colum-
nist and advertising assistant for City 
Pulse. He is a cannabis enthusiast 
and advocate who has worked in the 
cannabis industry since 2019. When 
he’s not reviewing weed from across 
the state of Michigan (and beyond), 
he lives in Lansing with his wife and 
three cats. Have a suggestion for a 
cannabis product to review? Email 
lucas@lansingcitypulse.com.

By LUCAS HENKEL
With a mission 

to inspire creativi-
ty, passion and tal-
ent through dance, 
Studio 517 Dance 
Co. aims to become 
the go-to space 
for Lansing-area 
dance enthusiasts 
of all ages and skill 
levels. The busi-
ness will celebrate 
its grand opening 
with a ribbon-cut-

ting ceremony 5 p.m. Tuesday (Aug. 29), 
followed by a walkthrough of the facili-
ty and a chance to meet the instructors. 
Classes officially begin Sept. 11.

Studio 517 Dance Co. is not only 
named after the surrounding 517 area 
code but also after founder Stacey Del 
Valle’s grandmother, an accomplished 
dancer and instructor who was born on 
May 17. 

Growing up in a family of dancers, 
Del Valle began dancing at 2-and-a-half 
years old. While her siblings’ interest in 
dance fizzled out in their teenage years, 
Del Valle’s passion continued long after 
high school. As an undergraduate stu-
dent in Michigan State University’s ki-

nesiology and exercise science program, 
she was part of the school’s dance team 
and all-girl cheerleading squad. 

Del Valle later earned her master’s de-
gree in kinesiology at Penn State Univer-
sity in State College, Pennsylvania. Her 
thesis research focused on injury pre-
vention in youth ballet dancers. While 
attending the school, 
she worked as a grad-
uate-assistant athletic 
trainer for the universi-
ty’s dance, cheerleading, 
cross-country and track 
and field teams. 

After graduation, Del 
Valle got a job as an ath-
letic trainer at MSU. Her primary re-
sponsibilities included advocating for 
the health of student-athletes, creating 
individualized rehabilitation programs 
for injured athletes and providing the 
highest level of care possible for her stu-
dents. After work, Del Valle would hit 
the studio and teach dance classes. Be-
tween her day job and teaching classes at 
night, she was working about 14 hours a 
day — and she’s continued to do so for 
more than five years. 

Earlier this year, Del Valle acquired a 
space at Clark Corners, a shopping plaza 
located near the interchange of U.S. 27 
and Interstate 69 in DeWitt. Over the 

last two months, she’s been hard at work 
designing her dream studio. Studio 517’s 
4,400-square-foot training facility will 
feature three large, sprung-floor dance 
rooms with industrial-height ceilings. 
The studio will also have a lounge for 
dancers to do their homework between 
classes. 

With a custom-designed fa-
cility, years of experience as a 
dancer and certified athletic 
trainer and a team of dedicat-
ed and highly skilled dance in-
structors behind her, Del Valle 
hopes that she can help bridge 
the gap between high school 
and professional dance. 

“There’s definitely a learning curve 
when moving from high school to colle-
giate and even professional-level danc-
ing,” Del Valle said. “Unfortunately, there 
are not a lot of dance teams in Lansing, 
so it can be hard to learn the skills and 
techniques needed to succeed.”

The instructors at Studio 517 are not 
only accomplished dancers but also 
compassionate mentors, focused on em-
powering each student to reach their full 
potential. Each instructor is focused on 
dancers’ longevity, both inside and out. 

In addition to ensuring each student is 
physically taken care of, instructors are 
trained in eating disorders, body image 
issues and other mental-health-related 
issues. 

Studio 517 offers a wide variety of 
classes for dancers ages 2-and-a-half to 
adult. To learn more about class offer-
ings, pricing and more, check out the 
studio’s website, studio517dance.com. 

Put on your dancing shoes

Studio 517 Dance Co.
1161 E. Clark Road, 
Suite 250, DeWitt
studio517dance@
gmail.com
studio517dance.com Photo by Kelle Donnelly Photography & Design

Stacey Del Valle, a local dance instructor 
and athletic trainer, hopes her new ven-
ture, Studio 517 Dance Co., will become 
the go-to space for Lansing-area dance 
enthusiasts of all ages and skill levels.

Glorious Cannabis
from page 20

CITY OF GRAND LEDGE
ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE

At its regular meeting on Monday, 14 August 2023, the City Council adopted Ordinance 
#609, An Ordinance Amending the City Code, Chapter 36 – Subdivisions, Article XII – Design 
Standards, Section 36-142 – Sidewalks and Non-Motorized Pathways.  The full text of the 
ordinance is available on the City’s website at www.cityofgrandledge.com and at the City 
Clerk’s office, 310 Greenwood St., Grand Ledge, Michigan, between 8:00 a.m. and 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.
Gregory Newman, City Clerk

CP#23-218

Studio 517 Dance 
Co. grand opening 
celebration
Tuesday, Aug. 29
5 p.m.
1161 E. Clark Road, Suite 
250, DeWitt



22 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • August 23, 2023

ArtByNevin Art_By_Nevin

nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655 

FREE

1905

Illustrations • Murals • Graphic Design
Signs • Banners • T-Shirts •Logos

As Seen On the Cover of CityPulse

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION

EFFECTIVE
MEDIATION

Find us on 
Facebook 

and Etsy
and Etsy

always wanted bu
ver knew exis

Curious Book Shop
307 E. Grand River, E. Lansing

Mon.- Sat. 10 - 7, Sun. 12 - 5
(517) 332-0112   We validate parking

 curiousbooks.com

Archives Book Shop
519 W. Grand River, E. Lansing

Mon.- Sat. 11- 6, Sun. 12 - 5

(517) 332-8444  Free Parking
thearchivesbookshop@gmail.com

Quality Used Books at  Great Prices!

We have books
you always

wanted but never 
knew existed!

By BILL CASTANIER

Grand Rapids is a living museum 
of historical and modern architectur-
al beauty. A new book, “Grand Rap-
ids Downtown Buildings,” details the 
city’s eclectic landscape through the 
eyes of its author, Grand Rapids na-
tive Pamela VanderPloeg.

The book showcases more than 180 
buildings, ranging from early-1800s 
brick structures to 21st-century con-
crete and glass towers like the Amway 
Grand Plaza. A short description of 
each building is ac-
companied by a pho-
tograph taken by the 
author as well as an-
ecdotal musings.

VanderPloeg said 
she was inspired to 
write the book after 
leading downtown 
architectural tours 
for several years.

“It seemed so clear 
that people — visi-
tors and residents — 
would like a guide-
book to take along on 
a downtown archi-
tectural adventure,” 
she said.

Throughout the book, VanderPloeg 
captures how Grand Rapids has re-
tained a sense of place few other cities 
of its size have managed to maintain. 

If you aren’t a Grand Rapids native, 
you’re likely to discover structures you 
haven’t seen before, like the Flat Iron 
Building, which anchors the Ledyard 

Block Historic District. The building 
was originally home to a bank, and in 
the mid-2000s, a law firm remodeled 
and restored it to its former glory.

A modern lookalike structure to the 
Flat Iron Building was constructed in 
2021 and is now occupied by a 147-
room Marriott Residence Inn. 

Buildings with pedigrees abound in 
downtown Grand Rapids, which was 
once considered the furniture capital 
of the world.

“I have more than 180 favorite 
downtown buildings, and I love them 

all for so many dif-
ferent reasons,” 
VanderPloeg said.

Numerous ele-
gant private homes 
are featured in 
the book, such as 
the Eastlake-style 
home of the late 
Thomas M. Peck 
and his spouse, 
Mary. Peck was a 
pharmacist, and he 
and his wife were 
art collectors who 
held fancy parties 
at their home in the 
Heritage Hill His-
toric District. 

Another private home is now used 
by Grand Rapids Community Col-
lege. Once the residence of the late 
lumberman T. Stewart White, the 
Tudor Revival home was converted 
into a furniture museum with the 
help of a Works Progress Adminis-
tration grant. It was later used as a 
women’s dormitory for Davenport 
University before being turned over 
to the community college.

VanderPloeg also uses various 
buildings to tell the social and cul-
tural history of Grand Rapids, as she 

does with the Meijer Ma-
jestic Theatre, which to-
day is home to the Grand 
Rapids Civic Theatre, in 
part due to the support 
of the late Meijer found-
er and theater patron 
Frederik Meijer. Vander-
Ploeg outlines how the 
original theater was seg-
regated until a lawsuit 
brought by a Black den-
tist ended the practice of 
relegating Black patrons 
to balcony seating. Like 
many theaters, the Ma-
jestic was slated for dem-
olition until it was saved 
by the Civic Theatre.

One of the most spec-
tacular buildings in the 
book is the former Wood-
bridge N. Ferris Build-
ing, which was built in 
1909 to house the city’s 
federal courthouse and 
post office. Occupying 
an entire square block on 
Pearl Street, the building 
is now the home of Ferris 
State University’s Kendall 
College of Art and Design. It was pre-
viously occupied by the Grand Rapids 
Art Museum until 2007. 

Churches are prominently dis-
played in the book, including the 
Cathedral of Saint Andrew, the First 
United Methodist Church and the 
former Central Seventh Day Adven-
tist Church on Sheldon Boulevard. 
Contrasting this are details about sev-
eral bars and restaurants that occu-
py historic buildings, like the former 
fire engine house on Leonard Street, 
which has become a vintage-base-
ball-themed microbrewery.

VanderPloeg has also compiled a 

convenient listing and description of 
the architects and builders who have 
played a major role in saving the city’s 
infrastructure.

When you finish leafing through 
the book, I’m sure you’ll be looking to 
book a weekend visit to Grand Rapids 
to stay in one of the numerous hotels 
VanderPloeg features. One such hotel 
is the elegant Amway Grand Plaza, 
which was previously the Pantlind 
Hotel. It had reached fleabag status 
until being renovated and is often 
pointed to as the catalyst for turning 
the corner on reuse and preservation 
in Grand Rapids.

Gaze at Grand Rapids’ eclectic architecture

Courtesy photo

Architectural researcher, photojournalist and Grand 
Rapids native Pamela VanderPloeg showcases more 
than 180 buildings, ranging from early 1800s brick 
structures to 21st-century concrete and glass towers, 
in her new book, “Grand Rapids Downtown Buildings.”
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Climate change is 
dramatically altering the Earth. People born 
today will experience three times as many floods 
and droughts as someone born in 1960, as well as 
seven times more heat waves. In urgent efforts to 
find a cure, scientists are generating outlandish 
proposals: planting mechanical trees, creating 
undersea walls to protect melting glaciers from 
warm ocean water, dimming the sun with airborne 
calcium carbonate and covering Arctic ice with a 
layer of glass. In this spirit, I encourage you to 
incite unruly and even unorthodox brainstorms to 
solve your personal dilemmas. Be wildly inventive 
and creative.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): “When love is not 
madness, it is not love,” wrote Spanish author 
Pedro Calderon de la Barca. In my opinion, that’s 
naive, melodramatic nonsense! I will forgive him 
for his ignorance since he worked as a soldier 
and celibate priest in the 17th century. The truth 
is that yes, love should have a touch of madness. 
But when it has more than a touch, it’s usually 
a fake kind of love, rooted in misunderstanding, 
immaturity, selfishness and a lack of emotional 
intelligence. In accordance with astrological 
factors, I assign you Tauruses to be dynamic 
practitioners of genuine togetherness in the 
coming months — with hints of madness and 
wildness, yes, but mostly big helpings of mutual 
respect, smart compassion, tender care and a 
knack for dealing maturely with disagreements.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Gemini author Iain S. 
Thomas writes, “There are two things everyone 
has. One is The Great Sadness, and the other is 
How Weird I Really Am. But only some of us are 
brave enough to talk about them.” The coming 
weeks will be a favorable time to ripen your 
relationship with these two things, Gemini. You will 
have the extra gravitas necessary to understand 
how vital they are to your full humanity. You can 
also express and discuss them in meaningful 
ways with the people you trust.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): A self-fulfilling prophecy 
happens when the expectations we embrace 
actually come to pass. We cling so devotedly 
to a belief about what will occur that we help 
generate its literal manifestation. This can be 
unfortunate if the anticipated outcome isn’t good 
for us. But it can be fortunate if the future we 
visualize upgrades our well-being. I invite you to 
ruminate on the negative and positive projections 
you’re now harboring. Then shed the former and 
reinforce the latter.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The holy book of the 
Zoroastrian religion describes a mythical 
mountain, Hara Berezaiti. It’s the geographic 
center of the universe. The sun hides behind it 
at night. Stars and planets revolve around it. All 
the world’s waters originate at its peak. Hara 
Berezaiti is so luminous and holy that no darkness 
can survive there, nor can the false gods abide. 
I would love for you to have your own version of 
Hara Berezaiti, Leo: a shining source of beauty 
and strength in your inner landscape. I invite you 
to use your imagination to create this sanctuary 
within you. Picture yourself having exciting, 
healing adventures there. Give it a name you love. 
Call on its invigorating presence when you need a 
sacred boost.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Virgo journalist Anthony 
Loyd has spent a lot of time in war zones, so it’s 
no surprise he has bleak views about human 
nature. He makes the following assertion: “We 
think we have freedom of choice, but really, most 
of our actions are puny meanderings in the prison 
yard, built by history and early experience.” I 
agree that our conditioning and routines prevent 
us from being fully liberated. But most of us have 
some capacity for responding to the raw truth 
of the moment and are not utterly bound by the 
habits of the past. At our worst, we have 20% 
access to freedom of choice. At our best, we 
have 70%. I believe you will be near the 70% levels 
in the coming weeks, dear Virgo.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Libra poet T. S. Eliot wrote 
the iconic narrative poem “The Wasteland.” 
One part of the story takes place in a bar near 
closing time. Several times, the bartender calls 
out, “Hurry up, please — it’s time.” He wants the 
customers to finish their drinks and leave for the 
night. Now imagine I’m that bartender. I’m telling 
you, “Hurry up, please — it’s time.” What I mean 
is that you are in the climactic phase of your 
astrological cycle. You need to finish this chapter 
of your life story so you can move on to the next 
one. “Hurry up, please — it’s time” means you 
have a sacred duty to resolve, as best you can, 
every lingering confusion and mystery. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Addressing a lover, 
Scorpio poet Margaret Atwood wrote, “I would 
like to walk with you through that lucent, wavering 
forest of bluegreen leaves, with its watery sun & 
three moons, towards the cave where you must 
descend, towards your worst fear.” That is a 
bold declaration. Have you ever summoned such 
a deep devotion for a loved one? You will have 
more power and skill than usual to do that in the 
coming months. Whether you want to or not is a 
different question. But yes, you will be connected 
to dynamic magic that will make you a brave and 
valuable ally.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Sagittarian 
theologian N. T. Wright writes, “The great 
challenge to self-knowledge is blind attachment 
to our virtues. It is hard to criticize what we think 
are our virtues. Although the spirit languishes 
without ideals, idealism can be the greatest 
danger.” In my view, that statement formulates 
a central Sagittarian challenge. On the one hand, 
you need to cultivate high ideals if you want to be 
exquisitely yourself. On the other hand, you must 
ensure your high ideals don’t become weapons 
you use to manipulate and harass others. Author 
Howard Bloom adds more. “Watch out for the 
dark side of your own idealism and of your moral 
sense,” he writes. “Both come from our arsenal 
of natural instincts. And both easily degenerate 
into an excuse for attacks on others.” Now is a 
good time for you to ponder these issues.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Capricorn playwright 
and novelist Rose Franken said, “Anyone can be 
passionate, but it takes real lovers to be silly.” 
That’s interesting because many traditional 
astrologers say Capricorns are the least likely 
zodiac sign to be silly. Speaking from personal 
experience, though, I have known members 
of your tribe to be goofy, nutty and silly when 
they feel comfortably in love. An old Capricorn 
girlfriend of mine delighted in playing and having 
wicked good fun. Wherever you rank in the annals 
of wacky Capricorns, I hope you will consider 
expressing these qualities in the coming weeks. 
Romance and intimacy will thrive if you do.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): As I work on writing 
new books, I often draw on inspirations that flow 
through me as I take long hikes. The vigorous 
exercise shakes loose visions and ideas that are 
not accessible as I sit in front of my computer. 
Aquarian novelist Charles Dickens was an 
adherent of this approach. At night, he liked to 
walk around London for miles, marveling at the 
story ideas that welled up in him. I recommend 
our strategy to you in the coming weeks, 
Aquarius. As you move your body, key revelations 
and enriching emotions will well up in you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): The coming months 
will be an excellent time to build, discover and 
use metaphorical bridges. To get in the mood, 
brainstorm about every type of bridge you might 
need. How about a connecting link between your 
past and future? How about a nexus between a 
task you must do and a task you love to do? And 
maybe a conduit between two groups of allies 
that would then serve you even better than they 
already do? Your homework is to fantasize about 
three more exciting junctions, combinations or 
couplings.

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                        August 23-29, 2023

“Convent-ional 
Wisdom” -- six 
across answers 
hide a figure.

by Matt Jones

© 2023 Matt Jones

ACROSS

1. Formally 
renounce

7. “Supposing 
unavailability ...”

14. Apply messily, as 
sunscreen

15. 2015 crime film 
with Emily Blunt and 
Benicio del Toro

16. Blue Ribbon 
beers

17. Parent’s much 
cooler kid-spoiling 
sibling, maybe

18. “All in the Family” 
character

19. Venti or XXL, 
e.g.

20. “___ dead, Jim”

21. Go without being 
played, at the end 
of some board games

25. Happy expression

26. Give the appearance 
of

30. Garment parents 
want to make sure their 
kids always have on, lest 
they be embarrassed

34. “But what ___ know?”

35. Neither partner

36. Music genre that asks 
you to “pick it up pick 
it up”

37. Cartoon title 
character seen with 
Diamond, Amethyst, and 
Pearl

44. Chinese laptop brand

45. Ireland, on old coins

46. Big company 
in 19th-century 
communications

52. Andrews or Maxwell, 
for short

55. Notable periods

56. AC___ (auto parts 

manufacturer)

57. Frank Zappa’s 
daughter

60. Character that visits 
Owl

61. Back, as a candidate

62. Remington played by 
Pierce Brosnan

63. Confounded

64. Martinez and Pascal, 
for two

DOWN

1. “___ your instructions 
...”

2. Piece of grass

3. “The Girl From 
Ipanema” composer 
Antonio Carlos ___

4. Overshadow, in a way

5. 401(k) alternative 
named for a senator

6. Tennis partners?

7. Japanese car brand 
that somehow gets a long 
vowel in Australian ads

8. Maneuver delicately

9. “ER” setting

10. What an opener opens

11. Foot support

12. River at Khartoum

13. Water testers

17. “Jaws” sighting

19. Bush Sr.’s chief of 
staff John

22. “Ladders to Fire” 
novelist Anais

23. Mountain suffix

24. “Do the ___” (soft 
drink slogan)

27. Untidiness

28. Point of view

29. Singer Rita

30. Dove shelter

31. A property may have 
one on it

32. Prefix with fiction

33. Hand towel users

34. Broadband initials

38. Wedding promise

39. Penultimate day

40. What gibberish makes

41. Diesel of “Guardians 
of the Galaxy”

42. Knowledgeable

43. Went back (on)

47. Put in the effort

48. Do a mukbang, e.g.

49. Not as healthy

50. Sponge by 3M

51. “10/10, no ___”

52. Iowa State’s location

53. Garamond, for one

54. Word before builder 
or pillow

58. ___ de plume

59. Debunked spoon 
bender Geller

60. Handheld Sony 
console of the mid-2000s

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 25

SUDOKU     Beginner

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.
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Wednesday, Aug. 23
Aaron Johnson at The Graduate Rock Bar - 7 p.m. 
133 Evergreen Ave., East Lansing. 517-348-0900. 
facebook.com/graduaterockbar.

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. Kalama-
zoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. allenneighborhoodcen-
ter.org/market.

Alluring Nature 2023 Art Show - Paintings by the 
En Plein Air group. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 
1856 W. Grand River Ave., Lansing. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

Bookend Art Gallery display by Joel Ellis - Noon-4 
p.m. CADL - Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. 
517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/our-locations/haslett.

Callbacks: “Isaac’s Eye,” by Lucas Hnath - 6:30-9 
p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 411 N. Grand Ave., 
Room 1422, Lansing. 517-483-1122. lcc.edu/showinfo.

CharLit Adult Book Club - 6:30 p.m. Charlotte 
Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 
517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

“Color Me Plaster,” by Yvette Robinson - 6 a.m.-9 
p.m. Hannah Community Center Public Art Gallery, 
819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.
com/353/public-art-gallery.

Darin Larner Jr. at Cleats Bar & Grille - 6:30 p.m. 
5801 N. Aurelius Road, Lansing. 517-574-4008. cleats-
barandgrille.com.

“Fitness Over 50” Senior Exercise Group - The 
Meridian Township Parks and Recreation Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group exercises at Central Park 
Pavilion. 9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. merid-
ian50plus.com.

Higher Ground Enrichment Time - Kids can use 
the computers, eat snacks and have a great, safe 
time. Noon-6 p.m. Higher Ground Community 
Development Center, 3637 W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 
517-894-1633.

“The Journey Continues: American Aboriginal Art,” 
by Brian Snyder - 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Lansing Art Gallery 
& Education Center, 300 S. Washington Square, 
Suite 100, Lansing. 517-574-4521. lansingartgallery.org.

Karaoke at Lansing Shuffle - 7-10 p.m. 325 Riverfront 
Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4619. lansingshuffle.com.

“LET THE PAINTINGS TALK,” by ART/5 - 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. CADL - Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, 
Okemos. 517-347-2021. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
okemos.

Mindfulness Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh 
tradition - All are welcome to join our weekly prac-
tice! 7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK Jr. Blvd., 
Lansing. lamc.info.  

Photography: NOW! - Vibrant display of photography 
depicting an array of subject matter. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Neighborhood Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple 
St., Lansing. 517-332-4663. 

Salus Center Town Hall - Share your experiences 
seeking healthcare as an LGBTQ+ person. Food and 
drinks provided, chance to win a new iPad. 6-8 p.m. 
408 S. Washington Square, Lansing. saluscenter.org/
programs/calendar

St. Johns Concerts in the Park – Kari Holmes - 7 
p.m. St. Johns City Park, 801 W. Park St., St. Johns. 
clintoncountyarts.org/experience-the-arts/concert-
in-the-park.

Weaving the Web: Protection - 6 p.m. Keys to 
Manifestation, 809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-
657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org.

Wednesday Night Free Concerts – ABC Sisters and 
The Big Band Theory - 6-8:30 p.m. Marketplace on 
the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos. 517-
853-4000. meridian.mi.us/calendar.

Wine Bottle Painting - Bring a wine bottle from home 
to decorate! 18+. Registration req. 5 p.m. Eaton 
Rapids Area District Library, 220 S. Main St., Eaton 
Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

Thursday, Aug. 24
Alluring Nature 2023 Art Show - Paintings by the 
En Plein Air group. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 
1856 W. Grand River Ave., Lansing. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. James 
Couzens Memorial Park, 13753 Main St., Bath. 
517-641-6728. shopbfm.org.

Bookend Art Gallery display by Joel Ellis - Noon-6 
p.m. CADL - Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., 
Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/haslett.

“Color Me Plaster,” by Yvette Robinson - 6 a.m.-9 
p.m. Hannah Community Center Public Art 
Gallery, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. cityofeast-
lansing.com/353/public-art-gallery.

Deacon Earl at Old Bag of Nails Pub - 7 p.m. 210 
Cascade Blvd., Lansing. 517-826-6266. facebook.
com/oldbagofnailslansing.

Dimondale Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. 136 N. 
Bridge St., Dimondale. villageofdimondale.org.

Eloquents Toastmasters Weekly Meeting - Educa-
tional programs, professional evaluations and a 
safe and positive environment to practice public 
speaking and leadership skills. 6:30 p.m. Okemos 
Presbyterian Church, 2258 Bennett Road, Oke-
mos. eloquents.toastmastersclubs.org.

Higher Ground Enrichment Time - Noon-6 p.m. 
Higher Ground Community Development Center, 
3637 W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-894-1633.

“The Journey Continues: American Aboriginal 
Art,” by Brian Snyder - 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Lansing Art 
Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. Washington 
Square, Suite 100, Lansing. 517-574-4521. lansing-
artgallery.org.

Karaoke Thursday - 8 p.m.-midnight. The Green 
Door Bar & Grill, 2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
517-325-9897. greendoorlive.com.

Laingsburg Farmers Market - 5-8 p.m. First Con-
gregational Church of Laingsburg, 401 E. Grand 
River Road, Laingsburg. 517-295-8128. laingsburg-
business.org/farmers-market-1.

“LET THE PAINTINGS TALK,” by ART/5 - 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
CADL - Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Oke-
mos. 517-347-2021. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
okemos.

Links & Drinks with Lakuna Links Permanent Jew-
elry - Sip on your favorite cocktail and leave with 
a new piece of jewelry! 4-8 p.m. Lansing Brewing 
Co., 518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing. 517-371-2600. 
lansingbrewingcompany.com.

Medicare-Medicaid Assistance Program Educa-
tional Workshop - 5:30 p.m. Charlotte Community 
Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-
8859. charlottelibrary.org.

Moonlight Film Festival: “Remember the Titans” - 9 
p.m. Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East 
Lansing. 517-319-6823. cityofeastlansing.com/445/
moonlight-film-festival.

Photography: NOW! - 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple St., Lansing. 
517-332-4663.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly - Weekly weight loss sup-
port group. Weigh-in 5:30 p.m., meeting 6-7 p.m. 
Haslett Middle School, 1536 Franklin St., Haslett. 
800-932-8677. facebook.com/HaslettTops. 

Thursday Night Live Courthouse Concert – Global 
Village - 6:30-8 p.m. Ingham County Courthouse 
lawn, 315 S. Jefferson St., Mason. 517-676-1046. 
masonchamber.org.

Two Rivers Sounds of Summer – Portland Civic 
Players - 6:30 p.m. Two Rivers Park, Dixie Highway, 
Portland. miportland.org/events.

Friday, Aug. 25
Alluring Nature 2023 Art Show - Paintings by the 
En Plein Air group. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 
1856 W. Grand River Ave., Lansing. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

Bookend Art Gallery display by Joel Ellis - Noon-4 
p.m. CADL - Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. 
517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/our-locations/haslett.

Cheyenne Giles Welcome Week Party - 4 p.m.-2 a.m. 
The Junction, 410 S. Clippert St., Lansing. 517-574-
4214. thejunctionmichigan.com.

“Color Me Plaster,” by Yvette Robinson - 6 a.m.-9 
p.m. Hannah Community Center Public Art Gallery, 
819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.
com/353/public-art-gallery.

Cruise to Holt - 5-8 p.m. Holt Farmers Market 
parking lot, 2150 Cedar St., Holt. 517-694-2135. 
delhitownshipmi.gov.

Darin Larner Band - 9 p.m. The Green Door Bar & 
Grill, 2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-325-9897. 
greendoorlive.com.

Dogs After Dark - You and your dog can enjoy a 
guided walk through the nighttime woods! 8 p.m. 
Harris Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos. 
517-349-3866. meridian.mi.us/hnc.

East Lansing Summer Concert Series – Risky 
Studios - 6-8 p.m. Ann Street Plaza, corner of Albert 
and M.A.C. avenues, East Lansing. 517-319-6888. 
cityofeastlansing.com/455/summer-concert-series.

“Fitness Over 50” Senior Exercise Group - The Merid-
ian Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion. 9-10 
a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com. 
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 25

Mason Optimist 
Club Youth 

Sports Event
Sunday, Aug. 27
11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Burchfield Park
881 Grovenburg Road, 

Holt

The Mason Optimist 
Club, a civic organization 
that provides communi-
ty programs and financial assistance for children in Mason and its surrounding 
communities, is hosting its 15th annual Youth Sports Event 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sun-
day (Aug. 27) at Burchfield Park in Holt. The event promises a long list of outdoor 
activities for kids as well as plenty of free prizes and giveaways.

Activities include trout fishing, lure making, kayaking, disc golf, regular golf, 
archery, air rifles, dog training, a dunk tank, a farm animal petting zoo and more.

In addition, the event offers free lunch, door prizes and free T-shirts for the first 
300 attendees. Grand prizes will also be awarded throughout the day.

The Ingham County park entry fee is $3 for residents and $5 for non-residents, 
but the rest of the event is free. For more information, visit facebook.com/ma-
sonoptimistclub.

Liv
e &

 Lo
cal Red Cedar Spirits

2000 Merritt Road, East Lansing
Friday Night Jams
The Three Mikes
Fri., Aug. 25, 7-10 p.m.
Sunday Jazz
Randy Napoleon, Paul Keller, 
David Alvarez III
Sun., Aug. 27, 6-9 p.m. 
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Friday Night Concert Series – Showdown - 7 p.m. 
Lake Lansing Park South Bandshell, 1621 Pike St., 
Haslett. 517-676-2233. pk.ingham.org.

Higher Ground Enrichment Time - Noon-6 p.m. High-
er Ground Community Development Center, 3637 W. 
Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-894-1633.

“The Journey Continues: American Aboriginal Art,” 
by Brian Snyder - 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Lansing Art Gallery 
& Education Center, 300 S. Washington Square, 
Suite 100, Lansing. 517-574-4521. lansingartgallery.org.

Karaoke at High Caliber Karting - 7-11 p.m. 1982 W. 
Grand River Ave., Suite 800, Okemos. 517-721-1790. 
highcaliberkarting.com.

Lansing Flo-Fest (Christian Hip-Hop Festival) - 6-9 
p.m. Adado Riverfront Park, 300 N. Grand Ave., 
Lansing. mediamessengers.org/flo-fest.

“LET THE PAINTINGS TALK,” by ART/5 - 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. CADL - Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, 
Okemos. 517-347-2021. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
okemos.

Live Music on the patio at Lansing Shuffle - 8-11 
p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4619. 
lansingshuffle.com.

Michigan Appaloosa Horse Association Classic 
Show - 8 a.m. Pavilion for Agriculture and Livestock 
Education, 4301 Farm Lane, Lansing. 586-855-8712. 
michappclub.com/eventschedule.

Meridian Senior Center Euchre Tournament - 50/50 
drawings, light snacks and refreshments. 5:30 p.m. 
2050 Kinawa Drive, Okemos. 517-706-5045. meridian.
mi.us.

Moth Duster at The Peanut Barrel - 8 p.m. 521 
E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-351-0608. 
peanutbarrel.com.

Movie in the Park: “The Super Mario Bros. Movie” 
- Plaza opens at 8 p.m., movie starts at 9:30 p.m. 
Bridge Street Plaza, 213 S. Bridge St., Grand Ledge. 
517-627-7014. grandledgechamber.com.

North of Five at Harrison Roadhouse - 6 p.m. 720 E. 
Michigan Ave., East Lansing. 517-337-0200. harrison-
roadhouse.com.

Off the Couch Band - 7 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner 
St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

Photography: NOW! - 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple St., Lansing. 
517-332-4663. 

St. Michael FunFest - 5-10 p.m. St. Michael Catholic 
Church, 345 Edwards St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-8493. 
stmichaelgl.org.

Sundried Music Festival - Live music by Bill Moran, 
the Corzo Effect and Jacob Moran. 6-11 p.m. Down-
town Mason. sundriedfestival.org.

Saturday, Aug. 26
18th Anniversary Harvest Celebration - Enjoy food, 
local artists and live music while sampling our 
delicious wines and signature wine slush! Noon-6 
p.m. Burgdorf’s Winery, 5635 Shoeman Rd, Haslett. 
517-655-2883. burgdorfwinery.com.

2023 CMHA-CEI Potter Park Zoo Event - Fun activities, 
free food, face painting, vendors, chances to meet 
superheroes from the League of Enchantment 
and more. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., 
Lansing. ceicmh.org.

2023 Meridian Pride Event - 4-10 p.m. Marketplace 
on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos. 
517-853-4576. meridian.mi.us/calendar.

Alluring Nature 2023 Art Show - 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River Ave., Lansing. 
517-347-7400. framersedge.net.

Bookend Art Gallery display by Joel Ellis - Noon-2 
p.m. CADL - Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., 
Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
haslett.

“Color Me Plaster,” by Yvette Robinson - 8 a.m.-8 
p.m. Hannah Community Center Public Art Gallery, 
819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.
com/353/public-art-gallery.

Divination Roundtable - Learn a new divination meth-
od, get a reading and compare notes with others in 
your field. 5 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center 
St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.
com.

Eastside Summer Fest - 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Frandor 
Sears parking lot, 3131 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
517eastside.org/summer-fest.

FunkFest - Join us for an evening of music, dance 
and good vibes! 4 p.m.-1 a.m. Old Town, Lansing. 
micharts.org/funkfest.

Geech - 9 p.m. The Green Door Bar & Grill, 2005 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-325-9897. greendoorlive.
com.

“The Journey Continues: American Aboriginal Art,” by 
Brian Snyder - 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Lansing Art Gallery & 
Education Center, 300 S. Washington Square, Suite 
100, Lansing. 517-574-4521. lansingartgallery.org.

Lansing Bless Fest - 1-9 p.m. Adado Riverfront Park, 
300 N. Grand Ave., Lansing. mediamessengers.org/
blessfest.

“LET THE PAINTINGS TALK,” by ART/5 - 9 a.m.-7 
p.m. CADL - Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, 
Okemos. 517-347-2021. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
okemos.

Live Music on the patio at Lansing Shuffle - 8-11 
p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4619. 
lansingshuffle.com.

Live Music with Ellisa Issa at LBC - 7 p.m. 518 E. 
Shiawassee St., Lansing. 517-371-2600. lansingbrew-
ingcompany.com.

Lower Michigan Horse Association Open Horse Show 
- 8 a.m. Ingham County Fairgrounds, 700 E. Ash St., 
Mason. facebook.com/LMHAHorseShows.

Michigan Appaloosa Horse Association Classic 
Show - 8 a.m. Pavilion for Agriculture and Livestock 
Education, 4301 Farm Lane, Lansing. 586-855-8712. 
michappclub.com/eventschedule.

Mason Farmers Market - 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Lee Austin 
Park, corner of Lansing and Ash streets, Lansing. 
facebook.com/masonfarmersmarketmi.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. 517-712-2395. meridian.mi.us/farmersmarket.

St. Michael FunFest - Noon-10 p.m. St. Michael 
Catholic Church, 345 Edwards St., Grand Ledge. 
517-627-8493. stmichaelgl.org.

Sundried Music Festival - Noon-11:30 p.m. Downtown 
Mason. sundriedfestival.org.

Welcome Back, SpARTans! - Check out our exhibitions 
and screen print your own custom-designed tote 
bag. 1-4 p.m. MSU Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.
msu.edu.  

Sunday, Aug. 27
Creating Soulful Story Cards with Denise Coelho at 
USCL/Sage Café - 9:30 a.m. Unity Spiritual Center of 
Lansing, 2395 Washington Road, Lansing. 517-371-3010. 
unitylansing.org.

“Color Me Plaster,” by Yvette Robinson - Noon-8 p.m. 
Hannah Community Center Public Art Gallery, 819 Ab-
bot Road, East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com/353/
public-art-gallery.

East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Valley 
Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East Lansing. cityo-
feastlansing.com/farmersmarket.

Eastern Ingham Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Mc-
Cormick Park, 123 High St., Williamston. 517-618-1630. 
easterninghamfarmersmarket.org. 

GL-UNA Peace Gathering - Kick off PeaceQuest 2023! 
Create a peace sign, peace rock and/or peace 
button. 1-5 p.m. Lake Lansing Park South, 1621 Pike 
St., Haslett. peacequestgreaterlansing.org.

JUGGLERS AND WOULD-BE JUGGLERS - Jugglers meet at 

the Orchard Street Pump House at 2 p.m. Sundays. 
368 Orchard St., East Lansing. mikemarhanka@gmail.
com.

Laingsburg Outdoor Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Roosevelt Row, Laingsburg. 517-295-8128. laingsburg-
business.org/farmers-market-1.

“LET THE PAINTINGS TALK,” by ART/5 - Noon-6 p.m. 
CADL - Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. 
517-347-2021. cadl.org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Live Music on the patio at Lansing Shuffle - Noon-3 
p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4619. 
lansingshuffle.com.

Lower Michigan Horse Association Open Horse Show 
- 8 a.m. Ingham County Fairgrounds, 700 E. Ash St., 
Mason. facebook.com/LMHAHorseShows.

Mason Optimist Club Youth Sports Event - 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. Burchfield Park, 881 Grovenburg Road, Holt. 
facebook.com/MasonOptimistClub.

Michigan Appaloosa Horse Association Classic 
Show - 8 a.m. Pavilion for Agriculture and Livestock 
Education, 4301 Farm Lane, Lansing. 586-855-8712. 
michappclub.com/eventschedule.

Queering Medicine Orientation - Grassroots advocacy 
organization made up of LGBTQ+ individuals working 
to improve health outcomes in Greater Lansing. 4-5 
p.m. 408 S. Washington Square, Lansing. tinyurl.com/
queeringmedicine.

Queer Scouts: Foraging - Learn about identifying, 
picking and building relationships with common 
edible plants ethically and sustainably. 10 a.m.-noon. 
Hawk Island Park, 1601 E. Cavanaugh Road, Lansing. 
saluscenter.org/programs/calendar.

Sundried Music Festival: Mason Area Ministerial As-
sociation Worship Service - 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Ash Street, 
Downtown Mason. sundriedfestival.org.

Welcome Back, SpARTans! - Check out our exhibitions 
and screen print your own custom-designed tote bag. 
1-4 p.m. MSU Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Monday, Aug. 28
After-Dinner Stroll - Join friends and take an 
after-dinner stroll around Charlotte! 6:30 p.m. 
Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., 
Charlotte. 517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

Alluring Nature 2023 Art Show - Noon-5:30 p.m. 
Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River Ave., Lansing. 
517-347-7400. framersedge.net.

Bookend Art Gallery display by Joel Ellis - Noon-4 
p.m. CADL - Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., 
Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
haslett.

“Color Me Plaster,” by Yvette Robinson - 6 a.m.-9 
p.m. Hannah Community Center Public Art Gallery, 
819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.
com/353/public-art-gallery.

Downtown Development Authority meeting - 6 
p.m. Laingsburg City Hall, 114 S. Woodhull Road, 
Laingsburg.

“Fitness Over 50” Senior Exercise Group - The Merid-
ian Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion. 
9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.
com. 

Gloss Mondays Open-Floor Drag Show - Aspiring 
drag performers showcase their talent. 7-10 p.m. 
UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. 
urbanbeatevents.com.

“Guys and Dolls” Auditions - Bring an audition piece 
to sing, with a backing track. Dance portion will be 
taught before auditions begin. 17+. 7 p.m. Portland 
Community Theater, 231 Maple St., Portland. port-
landcivicplayers.com/auditions.

Higher Ground Enrichment Time - Noon-6 p.m. Higher 
Ground Community Development Center, 3637 W. 
Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-894-1633.

“LET THE PAINTINGS TALK,” by ART/5 - 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. CADL - Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, 
Okemos. 517-347-2021. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
okemos.

Photography: NOW! - Vibrant display of photography 
depicting an array of subject matter. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Neighborhood Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple 
St., Lansing. 517-332-4663. 

Tuesday, Aug. 29
Alluring Nature 2023 Art Show - 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River Ave., Lansing. 
517-347-7400. framersedge.net.

Bookend Art Gallery display by Joel Ellis - Noon-4 
p.m. CADL - Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., 
Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
haslett.

Comedy Night with Rob Jenkins - Hosted by 
Dave Wellfare, featuring Diego Attanasio. 7 p.m. 
UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. 
urbanbeatevents.com.

Downtown Lansing Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. Reut-
ter Park, 400 S. Capitol Ave., Lansing. downtownlan-
sing.org/downtown-farmers-market.

“Guys and Dolls” Auditions - 7 p.m. Portland Com-
munity Theater, 231 Maple St., Portland. portlandciv-
icplayers.com/auditions.

Higher Ground Enrichment Time - Noon-6 p.m. Higher 
Ground Community Development Center, 3637 W. 
Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-894-1633.

LAGE Game Night East - 6:30-11 p.m. The Junction, 410 
S. Clippert St., Lansing. meetup.com/lansing/events.

LAGE Game Night West - 6:30-11 p.m. Frank’s Press 
Box, 7216 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. meetup.com/
lansing/events.

North of Five at Cleats Bar & Grille - 6:30 p.m. 5801 
N. Aurelius Road, Lansing. 517-574-4008. cleatsba-
randgrille.com.  

Osteria Vegana Pinsa Making and Wine Tasting with 
Chef Gianmarco - 6 p.m. Lansing Shuffle, 325 River-
front Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4619. lansingshuffle.com.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 23

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 23

Events
from page 24
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Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best Tacos Best Tacos 
Best Caterer /  Best Caterer /  
Catering ServiceCatering Service2022

Based on your votes in City Pulse’s 2022 
Top of the Town contest. Bon appétit! 

TOP 5 KIDS EAT FREE

1. VEG-N
Take-out restaurant off ering vegan 
breakfast, burgers, sandwiches and 
loaded fries
902 E. César E. Chávez Ave., Lansing
517-402-4439
eatvegn.com
11:30 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday, 
Wednesday-Saturday
2. Steakhouse Philly Bar & Grill
Relaxed bar and eatery serving classic and
creative cheesesteaks, plus Greek fare
3020 Kalamazoo St., Lansing
517-337-2210
steakhousephilly.com

11 a.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Saturday
Noon-6 p.m. Sunday

3. Buddies Pub & Grill - Holt
Burgers, sandwiches and other American 
classics served in a relaxed, kid-friendly 
setting
2040 N. Aurelius Road, Holt
517-699-3670
buddiespubandgrill.com
11 a.m.-11 p.m. Monday-Saturday
11:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Sunday
4. Fazoli’s
Fast-food chain serving baked pasta, subs, 
pizza and other casual Italian dishes
5705 S. Cedar St., Lansing
517-394-0539
fazolis.com
10:30 a.m.-9 p.m. daily

5. The Cosmos
Wood-fi red pizza parlor off ering a variety of 
artisanal toppings
1200 N. Larch St., Lansing
517-897-3563
thecosmoslansing.com
11 a.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Thursday
11 a.m.-11 p.m. Friday
Noon-11 p.m. Saturday
Noon-10 p.m. Sunday

TOP 5
DINING GUIDE
THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED 

BY CITY PULSE READERS

Coming Sept. 13: Top of the Town 2023

becue) and more. Diners are encour-
aged to order items one at a time to 
ensure the least amount of food waste 
possible. Any leftover food is boxed, 
weighed and added to the rest of the bill 
at $10 per pound. 

I’m not a huge sushi person, so I 
was feeling a little out of sorts visiting 
a restaurant with “sushi” in its name. 
However, Ohana’s menu contains a va-

riety of food options to satisfy just about 
any diner, from vegetarians to picky 
eaters like myself. I ordered the sweet 
potato maki roll and was pretty excited 
about it. A maki roll is typically a cylin-
drical roll made with sushi rice that’s 
wrapped around pieces of fried or raw 
seafood, vegetables, fruits and/or salm-
on roe. In this dish, chunks of tempu-
ra-fried sweet potato sat inside a layer 
of rolled sushi rice and seaweed, all driz-
zled with soy sauce. It was the perfect 
mixture of sweet, savory and crunchy. 
I paired it with Strawberry Ramune, a 
Japanese soda, and a few scoops of va-
nilla ice cream for dessert. 

My wife, who’s more of a sushi con-
noisseur, ordered a few Ohana Special 
Rolls. Each roll contained pieces of 
shrimp tempura, avocado and spicy im-
itation crab meat. On top of each roll 
sat a skillfully sliced piece of spicy tuna 
and a drizzle of both spicy mayo and eel 
sauce. My wife said the rolls tasted fresh 
and flavorful, and I enjoyed the presen-
tation of all of the components. 

Overall, my wife and I really enjoyed 
our experience at Ohana Sushi and Bar. 
We went home with full bellies and 
were excited to share our experience 
with friends. To learn more about the 
restaurant, check out the menu or place 
a to-go order, head to ohanasushibar.
com.

By LUCAS HENKEL

During a recent midweek 
date night, I took my wife 
to Ohana Sushi and Bar, a 
family-owned and operat-
ed restaurant off West Sag-
inaw Highway in Lansing. 
We were greeted by a cast of 
friendly staff members, and 
our waitress set us up at a ta-
ble near the sushi bar where 
we could see a synchronized 
team of chefs expertly slice 
and prepare dozens of sushi 
rolls in an assembly-line-like 
fashion. 

According to the restau-
rant’s website, CEOs Pe-
ter and Jeanie Jones pride 
themselves on providing 
customers with a warm and 
welcoming atmosphere where everyone 
is treated like family — “ohana” means 
“family,” after all. Every piece of sushi 
is made with the freshest ingredients, 

including locally 
sourced fish and 
vegetables, to ensure 
each bite is “a true 
taste of Japan.” Oha-
na’s bar offers an ex-
tensive selection of 
sake, Japanese beer, 
cocktails and a vari-
ety of non-alcoholic 

beverages.
Once seated, our 

waitress explained a 
few of Ohana’s dishes 
and the restaurant’s 
popular all-you-can-
eat dinner option. 
For $29.95 per per-
son, diners can chow 
down on a variety of 
sushi and maki rolls, 
appetizers like cala-

mari and scallion pancakes and small 
samplings of dinner entrees like ramen, 
soup noodles, hibachi-grilled meats, 
fried rice, salad, yakitori (Japanese bar-
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

All-you-can-eat dinner
$29.95

Ohana Sushi and Bar
707 Brookside Drive, 

Lansing
517-993-9988

11 a.m.-10 p.m. Monday-
Thursday

11 a.m.-11 p.m. Friday
Noon-11 p.m. Saturday
Noon-10 p.m. Sunday
ohanasushibar.com

Lucas Henkel/City Pulse

With Ohana Sushi and Bar’s all-you-can-eat dinner option, guests can chow down on 
a variety of dishes, including the Ohana Special Roll, which contains shrimp tempura, 
avocado and spicy imitation crab meat and is topped with spicy tuna, spicy mayo and 
eel sauce.
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27
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to enjoy their sweet glory through win-
ter. I’d can them in quart jars, spending 
hours in the steamy kitchen blanching, 
peeling and sealing bright orange peach 
halves in syrup, or put away pints of jam, 
sometimes with blueberries or huckle-
berries. I finally settled on peach slices in 
the dehydrator as my go-to peach stor-
age technique. Each slice is like a drop of 
sunshine, and they are among the most 
treasured items in my freezer.

During the deliciously long evenings 
of summer, when the coals are still 
warm, I’ve been laying peach halves on 
the grill, fuzzy sides down. Sometimes 
I’ll add pieces of chopped ham and pick-
led peppers to the spot where the pit 
used to be and top it with cheese. When 

the cheese melts, I’ll sometimes driz-
zle balsamic vinegar or reduction. The 
blend of fatty, fruity and savory flavors 
has the wide-ranging complexity of ba-
con-wrapped, cheese-stuffed figs.

I asked Tom McCamant if he’d ever 
tried grilling peaches, and he admitted 
he had not. But he told me about a dish 
called peach sambal. By the time his 
wife sent me the recipe, I’d already got-
ten involved with another sambal recipe 
I’d found online. It calls for a spicy In-
donesian red-pepper-and-garlic paste 
called sambal oelek, which is available 
in most Asian grocery aisles. It also has 
lots of turmeric.

I’ve been making my peach sambal 
with chicken, marinating whole quarters 
in fresh garlic, lemon, turmeric and oth-
er flavorings, along with crushed peach-
es. The balance between the turmeric, 
peach and chili paste is otherworldly. 

By ARI LEVAUX

A tree-ripened peach needs nothing 
but a place for the juice to drip after you 
begin to devour it. It’s like no other fruit, 
with a complex bouquet of flavors that 
changes from peach to peach, 
fine-tuned by subtle weath-
er patterns that are different 
each summer. When allowed 
to properly mature on a tree, 
the flavor of a ripe peach is 
joyfully explosive, which is 
why the orchard that grows 
the world’s best peaches is often the one 
closest to your house.

Once you’ve gotten used to properly 
ripened peaches, store-bought alterna-
tives quickly lose their appeal. That dis-
appointment is what inspired Tom and 
Lynn McCamant, peach growers here 
in Montana, to start Forbidden Fruit 

Orchard, which might literally grow the 
best peaches in the world. 

I buy the couple’s peaches by the box-
load at both Tuesday and Saturday mar-
kets. Whether I’m enjoying them fresh 
or preserving them at the peak of fresh-

ness for later use, there are 
few local foods as shock-
ingly special and decidedly 
superior to the imported 
version as peaches, and 
now is the time to buy.

I spend the majority 
of my peach-eating time 

leaning over the sink, plunging my face 
repeatedly into the fruit’s juicy, messy 
flesh. But when peaches are in season, 
we can afford to mess around. Tom’s 
McCamant’s favorite way to eat them is 
diced with heavy cream.

I used to be on an intense hunt for 
new ways to preserve my peaches, so as 
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Preaching about peaches

Peach sambal with chicken
Lots of people want to eat turmeric 

these days since it’s thought to reduce 
inflammation. It’s the main compo-
nent of curry powder and accordingly 
makes this dish taste curry-like. You 
can substitute the curry powder of 
your choice for turmeric.

Serves four
3 pounds chicken pieces or
quarters
1/2 cup fresh lemon juice
1/4 cup sambal oelek (or less, 
depending on your spice tolerance)
1/4 cup oyster or fish sauce
2 tablespoons sesame oil
1/4 cup olive oil
3 teaspoons turmeric or curry 
powder
4 extra-ripe peaches, cut 
into eighths
1/2 cup heavy cream or coconut 
milk
2 tablespoons soy sauce
Salt and pepper to taste
Add lemon juice, sambal oelek, 

oyster sauce and sesame oil to a small 
mixing bowl and whisk together. Rub 

the chicken with olive oil and add the 
rest of the oil to the sauce. Rub the 
chicken pieces with turmeric, then 
pour the marinade over the chicken 
in a large mixing bowl.

Squeeze the peaches and add them 
to the bowl. Mix everything together 
with your hands, squeezing the rest of 
the juice from the peaches as you go. 
Let it sit for at least three hours in the 
fridge, covered.

Grill the chicken — or broil if you 
don’t have a grill available. Let it cook 
until the skin blackens and blisters.

While the chicken cooks, add the 
remaining sauce to a pan along with 
the heavy cream or coconut milk and 
bring it to a simmer. Season with soy 
sauce and black pepper.

When the chicken is done, pour 
the sauce over the chicken and serve. 
Enjoy the glorious combination of 
blackened, blistered skin and sweet, 
tangy, decidedly peachy sauce.

And, if you have room for more, 
throw a few peach halves on the em-
bers of summer.
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