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Over and over again, a review of the 
Ingham County Youth Center by Fish-
beck + HDR came to the same conclu-
sion: “Equipment is past its normal ser-
vice life.”

The report, provided to the county in 
November 2022, found nine of 23 sys-
tems “non-functional, beyond its useful 
life, not code compliant, or requires in-
vestment beyond its value.” That includ-
ed the 37-year-old building’s sanitary 
sewer piping, water system piping, heat 
transfer equipment, the exhaust system, 
air handling units, air distribution and 
duct work, the HVAC cooling and heat-
ing system piping and the controls for 
the HVAC system. 

Another 10 systems exhibited some 
degradation and were nearing the end 
of their serviceable life. The report found 
the electrical and security system service-
able along with the roof. But only four of 
the reviewed systems were identified as 
working properly and without issues: 
the exterior walls, hot water production, 
the natural gas system and the heating 
equipment. 

The Ingham County Board of Com-
missioners is facing a decision. Does it 
spend $32 million renovating the 24-
bed facility a 700 E. Jolly Road or does 
it invest that money into a new building 
designed to meet the needs of incarcer-
ated youth?

For Commissioner Mark Polsdofer, 
the  answer is a no-brainer: a new facility. 
As the current chair of the commission’s 
Law and Courts Committee, he will be 
called upon to shepherd any renovations 
or a new building through the Board of 
Commissioners. The committee began 
examining the pros and cons last week.

The current facility, he noted, is not 
only old and suffering from a litany of 
issues, but it also is not designed to meet 
the programmatic needs of incarcerated 
youth ages 12-17. A new facility would 
address that deficiency. 

“That would be able to be designed 
from the start to deal with the challenges 

and realities of how we are dealing with 
things today,” he said. 

The county’s current juvenile justice 
millage, first approved by voters in 2002, 
has provided a dramatic reduction in re-
cidivism and new cases in the juvenile 
court, according to data on the county’s 
website. Between 2004 and 2016, new 
charges or petitions against juveniles 
went from 1,296 to 635. And the county 
has an overall reduction in recidivism of 
12.1%, which is better than the national 
best practices programs.

Voters last approved the juvenile jus-
tice millage in August 2022. The millage 
brings in about $2 million a year, which 
is used for programming to address ju-
venile involvement in the court system. 
Estimates to renovate the 1986 building 
or build a new facility sit at about $32 
million, Polsdofer said. 

But rather than raid the funding for 
programming that is working, the coun-
ty is working with state officials to draw 
down a grant to cover the full amount. 
Last year, the state adopted Raise the 
Age legislation allowing the state to pros-
ecute 17-year-olds through the juvenile 
division, rather than feeding them into 

the state adult probation and incarcera-
tion systems. The legislation added costs 
by increasing the number of youths but 
also provided additional funding in the 
state budget.

“The department has released an initial 
intent-to-apply process for applicants to 
submit preliminary proposals for fiscal 
year 2024 funding,” said Bob Wheaton, 
spokesperson for the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services. 
“Ingham County submitted an applica-
tion for $32 million for capital improve-
ments. The proposed funding for all Raise 
the Age applicants for fiscal year 2024 is 
$13.1 million. Approval of county or tribal 
requests will occur after the budget pro-
cess is completed by the Legislature and 
signed by Gov. Whitmer.”

In both 2022 and 2023, the state also 
had $13.1 million in Raise the Age dol-
lars for grants.

But Polsdofer is hopeful the county 
will prevail in its request. 

“Having Sen. Anthony both as a for-
mer county commissioner and the Ap-
propriations chair for the entire Senate 
certainly helps to give us a major voice 
and advocate in advocating for the prior-

ities of our region,” he said, referring to 
Democrat Sarah Anthony of Lansing. 

Anthony said by text message she is 
“supportive in concept” of the funding 
request. She is looking forward to “re-
ceiving additional information from the 
county.” She’s added the request to addi-
tional city and county funding requests 
for the upcoming budget. 

Board of Commissioners Chair Ryan 
Sebolt said he would support a new fa-
cility. 

“My mind is likening to the county 
jail,” he said. “You keep pumping mon-
ey into it, but at some point you can’t do 
that anymore. It’s time to look at the cost 
to modernize it.”

Voters in August 2018 approved a 
.85 mill levy to build a new county jail 
and justice facility. The new facility was 
opened in February, and the county is in 
the process of demolishing the old jail. 

Sebolt said he is “very hopeful” the 
county will be able to access some state 
funding.

“We’re that we’re at the beginning of 
discussion,” he said. With the legislature 
pushing to complete a budget and put 
it on Whitmer’s desk before October, 
the window is narrowing. But he thinks 
the first chamber passage of a budget 
proposal will potentially include fund-
ing for Ingham County to build a new 
facility. 

He said this is about improving the 
outcomes for the youth who come into 
the system.  

“They’re the folks that have made 
some wrong decisions, but for those that 
are 12 to 17 years old, a key aspect of this 
is that they are still learning when they 
are in there,” he said. “There are class-
rooms in there, a library. They’re there 
not to just be incarcerated. The whole 
idea here is to also help to show them 
that there are better choices to be made 
and focus on helping to make sure that 
this is hopefully a one-time situation in 
their life.” 

— TODD HEYWOOD
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

As infrastructure crumbles, new Ingham 
County Juvenile Center eyed

Todd Heywood/City Pulse

A view of the Ingham County Youth Center, 700 E. Jolly Road. The Board of 
Commissioners is beginning to discuss whether to renovate it or replace in light of a 
report that shows major infrastructure problems.
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our weekly 
look at some of the seedier properties in 
Lansing. It rotates with Eye Candy of the 
Week and Eye for Design. Have a sug-
gestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com 
or call in a nomination to (517) 999-6704.

651 W. Jolly Road, Lansing 

This single-family home sits on 
busy Jolly Road, a few blocks from 
Cedar Street. The west side of the 
house features a large hole. That 
side of the home also shows consid-
erable damage to the eaves troughs, 
which are missing pieces, and parts 
of the roof have collapsed. The front 
door has a bright red tag on it, and 
the windows on the porch are cov-
ered with wood. 

The city red-tagged the property 
on Aug. 19, 2014, meaning it is un-
safe for occupancy. It’s gathered 20 
notices from the Code Compliance 
Office for being an unsafe struc-
ture, grass, weeds and trash, most 
recently April 2 for trash. Records 
show $4,180.90 is owed in fees on 
the property, which is owned by the 
Carolyn Smith Engelhard Living 
Trust, which gives its address on 
Southgate Avenue in Lansing. City 
Pulse attempts to contact the owner 
were unsuccessful. 

The City Council held a hear-
ing under its make-safe or demol-
ish rules, and no one showed, said 
Council member At-Large Patricia 
Spitzley. The Council authorized 
demolition on April 10.  

— TODD HEYWOOD
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

BY NICOLE NOECHEL

Michigan State University 
established a temporary of-
fice to coordinate its efforts 
in response to the Feb. 13 
shooting. The Office for Re-
source and Support Coordina-
tion will provide a central point 
of contact for those affected by 

the shooting, work with campus partners to find clinical and 
nonclinical care for those who would like additional support 
and resources, develop trauma-informed communication pro-
tocols for when the school needs to share key decisions with 
the campus, provide recommendations for how to implement 
and educate community members about new safety and secu-
rity measures on campus and coordinate long-term programs 
to promote healing and resilience. In addition, the school an-
nounced that it has hired a third-party risk management firm, 
Security Risk Management Consultants, to lead a review of 
its response to the shooting, including police actions, campus 
support and communications protocols. The firm’s recom-
mendations will be shared with the public when the review is 
finished.

The Michigan Education Department is investigating the 
former East Lansing High School principal who resigned 
after school officials discovered he falsely claimed he had 
a doctorate degree, the Lansing State Journal reported. 
Shannon Mayfield stated in his applica-
tion to the school that he was expecting 
to earn his doctorate degree from Wayne 
State University soon, going so far as to 
falsify college transcripts a few months lat-
er claiming he had completed the degree. 
Mayfield met with officials from East Lan-
sing Public Schools on March 7 to discuss 
the matter and resigned three days later. 
The state confirmed with the Journal that 
it has opened an investigation into Mayfield, and, speaking 
generally, a spokesperson said the department can revoke or 
suspend teaching and administrative credentials if it sees fit.

Vandals painted violent anti-LGBTQ+ graffiti over two 
Arts Council of Greater Lansing murals under the Inter-
state 496 overpass on Cedar Street in Lansing. The inci-
dent follows the vandalism of an LGBTQ+ display at the city 

welcome sign on 
Michigan Avenue 
last December. 
And this year, 
l e s b i a n - o w n e d 
Strange Matter 
Coffee closed for 
a few days af-
ter receiving a 
threatening letter. 
Activists paint-

ed pro-queer messages over some of the grafitti. Mayor Andy 
Schor denounced the vandalism and said if the graffiti cannot 
be removed, the city would ask the artists if they want to re-
paint them. 

The toddler who was killed in 
a house fire at 204 W. Cavana-
ugh Road in Lansing last June 
may have started it while play-
ing with a lighter, according to a 
Fire Department report. Damian 
Shessia, who was 23 months old, 
had started a fire the day before, 
the boyfriend of the child’s mother told authorities. The Fire 
Department found evidence that the fire was started with a 
lighter or other open-flame device. Fire Marshal Kerwin Nor-
wood said the evidence pointed to a “child or children” playing 
with fire. Two children, ages 3 and 4, and the family’s mother 
were injured in the fire. 

Charlie’s Bar & Grill in Potterville 
faced protests after anti-LGBTQ+ 
messages appeared on its Facebook 
page, WLNS reported. The bar claimed 
it was hacked, but protesters blamed 
manager John Devine. The posts have 
been removed. Charlie’s was in the news 
in 2020 for violating pandemic rules by 
not requiring customers to mask. Video 

showed Devine calling a state Liquor Control Commission 
agent an obscene name. The bar lost its license for 30 days. 

A complaint against a Mason council-
woman was dismissed unanimously by 
the city’s Board of Ethics. In February, Coun-
cil member Rita Vogel proposed the city create 
a Malcolm X Day of Observance to honor the 
civil rights leader, who attended high school in 
Mason for a year and a half. She said, “Gate-
keeping representation by refusing to create 
space for people of color in Mason is white supremacy.” The City 
Council vetoed the proposal, but city residents Vicki and Tom 
Whipple accused Vogel of claiming the city at large is racist and 
white supremacist. They filed a formal complaint and sought to 
have Vogel removed. The complaint did not cite any existing eth-
ics codes, and the couple did not send the board an updated com-
plaint after being asked for one multiple times. The ethics board 
reviewed the original complaint and found that Vogel had not vi-
olated any city rules.

MSU will break ground on its new multicultural center Fri-
day (April 21). Interim President Teresa K. Woodruff, Vice Pres-
ident and Chief Diversity Officer Jabbar R. Bennet, Board of 

Trustees Chair Rema Vassar and 
other school officials will break 
ground at 2:30 p.m. at the north-
east corner of West Shaw and 
Farm lanes. Construction crews 
will begin pouring the concrete 
foundation in the coming weeks. 

The center is expected to be completed by fall 2024. In addition, 
MSU is hosting a ribbon-cutting ceremony for its newly renovat-
ed School of Packaging 3:30 p.m. Thursday (April 20), featuring 
speeches from Woodruff, Vassar, School of Packaging Director 
Matthew P. Daum and other officials.
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CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Z-3-2023, Multiple properties in the 800 & 900 Blocks of May Street & E. Saginaw Street, 
and in the 700 Blocks of E. Park Terrace, Quaker Court, and N. Pennsylvania Avenue 
Rezoning from “R-MX” Residential Mix to “DT-2” Urban Flex

The Lansing City Council will hold a public hearing on Monday, May 8, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council Chambers, 10th Floor, Lansing City Hall, 
124 W. Michigan Avenue, Lansing, Michigan to consider a request H, Inc. to rezone 818, 820, 
908, 914, May Street, 817, 821, 823, 827, 843 & 903 E. Saginaw Street, 711, 713, 714, 0, 
717, 718, 0, 721, 722, 723, 724, 725, 727, East Park Terrace, 709, 713, 714, 718, 717, 721, 
722, 725, 729 Quaker Court, and 711, 715, 721, 727 & 737 N. Pennsylvania Avenue from 
“R-MX” Residential Mix to “DT-2” Urban Flex. The purpose of the rezoning is to permit a 
multiple family residential development of up to 240 units.

For more information, please call Lansing City Council at 517-483-4177. If you are 
interested in this matter, please attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written 
comments will be accepted between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received 
before 5 p.m., Monday, May 8, 2023 at the City Clerk's Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 
West Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk    
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      

www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope     
CP#23-090

ABANDONED VEHICLE SALE
CITY OF LANSING, MICHIGAN

Sealed bids marked S/23/102, ABANDONED VEHICLES will be accepted at the City of 
Lansing Purchasing Office, 124 W Michigan Ave, 3rd Flr, Lansing Mi. 48933 until but no later 
than, 1:00 PM, local time in effect WED. APRIL 26, 2023 
Questions regarding this sale may be directed to Stephanie Robinson Buyer, at (517) 
483-4128 or email:  stephanie.robinson@lansingmi.gov- – ALL VEHICLES MUST BE
TOWED OUT.

Vehicles may be inspected WED. APRIL 26, 2023, as follows:

SHROYER’S, 2740 EATON RAPIDS RD, LANSING MI. 48911  8:25 AM
PJ’S , 1425 RENSEN, LANSING MI    9:40AM
NORTHSIDE TOWING, 226 RUSSELL, LANSING, MI 48906  11:00 AM
H&H, KALAMAZOO ST, LANSING MI 48912  10:40AM
SWIFT TOWING, CEDAR ST, HOLT MI  8:00AM

H&H MOBIL 
YEAR MAKE
2002 GMC

NORTHSIDE
YEAR MAKE
2006 PONTIAC
2020 CHEVROLET
2021 OTHER
2018 FORD
2009 VOLKSWAGON
2004 KIA
2004 TOYOTA
2018 FORD
2005 NISSAN
2010 FORD

PJS TOWING  
YEAR MAKE
2019 DODGE
1988 CHEVROLET
2014 TOYOTA
2000 GMC
2000 GMC

2005 KIA
2001 GMC
2006 CHEVROLET
2007 MITSUBISHI
2007 KIA
2012 CHEVROLET
2011 BUICK
2013 CHEVROLET
2008 CHEVROLET
2012 FORD
2007 CHEVROLET
2008 FORD
2008 BUICK
2014 VOLKSWAGON
2016 FORD
2007 CHEVROLET
1995 CADILLAC
2011 LINCOLN
2004 CHRYSLER
2019 HONDA
2006 CHEVROLET
2012 CHEVROLET

SHROYERS 
YEAR MAKE
2013 FORD
1982 CHEVROLET
2006 CHEVROLET
2007 HONDA
2008 CHRYSLER
2005 FORD
2008 CHRYSLER
2021 CHEVROLET
2007 CHEVROLET
2010 FORD
2008 CHEVROLET
2007 CHEVROLET
2012 CHEVROLET
2004 CHEVROLET
2008 DODGE
1989 LINCOLN
2011 BUICK

SWIFT TOWING  
YEAR MAKE
2014 HYUNDAI

CP#23-089

Ingham County government facing $12M General Fund shortfall shortfall

Thanks to significant pay bumps, 
Ingham County is facing a big-
ger-than-usual General Fund deficit 
as it begins planning for the next fiscal 
year, which begins Jan. 1.

Officials projected that the General 
Fund is going to be $12 million short, 
compared to $6 million to $7 million 
normally at this time in the process. 
The General Fund is largely a govern-
ment’s operating fund.

This year’s General Fund is $95.2 
million. Projections put it at $106 
million next year, but projected reve-
nues are just $97.6 million.

“We are not sure what the 2024 to-
tal budget looks like yet as we are fo-
cused on the General Fund shortfall 
at this point,” said County Controller 
Gregg Todd. “Departments have not 
submitted budgets yet.”

The 2023 budget was $311 million 
overall, nearly a 20% increase over the 
2022 budget. 

Todd will begin the informal bud-
get process for the 2024 budget 7:30 
tonight (April 19) at the Board of 
Commissioner’s Finance Committee 
meeting in Conference Room A of 
the Human Services Building, 5303 
S. Cedar St. in Lansing. It can also be 
viewed on Zoom. 

“County commissioners agreed to 
about a 7 or 8% increase for all of our 
staff,” Todd said. That was accom-
plished by reviewing the various pay 

scales, eliminating the lowest levels 
and creating a new, higher level at the 
top. Coming on top of the usual cost of 
living increase of 3%, county employ-
ees saw an overall increase of closer to 
10%. 

Recent court rulings on proceeds 
of tax-foreclosed properties have put 
a hole in the budget as well.  A 2020 
Michigan Supreme Court ruling 
found that counties could not keep 
the proceeds from the tax, fees and 
interest owed on a property sold in a 
tax foreclosure. That means if a prop-
erty owner has a tax bill of $2,000 on 
a property sold at auction for $4,000, 
the county must pay the difference of 
$2,000 to the property owner. 

Ingham County Treasurer Alan Fox 
has been planning for those repay-
ments for the “last couple of years.” 
The county’s delinquent tax rotating 
fund has previously provided between 
$1.5 million and $1.7 million to the 
county’s General Fund. But those pay-
ments have stopped in preparation to 
pay individuals who had a financial 
interest in a property that sold for 
more than the taxes, fees and interest 
owed. 

That Supreme Court ruling resulted 
in lawsuits in federal court by proper-
ty owners seeking to recoup the excess 
funds generated when properties were 
sold at tax foreclosure auctions be-
tween 2013 and 2020. A federal judge 
in the Western District of Michigan is 
reviewing a settlement on that issue. 

“We’re holding onto anything that is 
related to prior year auctions or pri-
or year delinquent tax payments as 
a way to pay those claims,” Fox said. 

“That has prevented the Treasurer’s 
Office from transferring anything to 
the General Fund. I am hoping it all 
gets resolved quickly.” 

On the upside, the county equaliza-
tion office provided a new assessment 
of property values last week that ex-
ceeds previous years. In the past few 
years, Todd said, the property values 
in the county rose about 4% a year. 
This year, they will be 6.2% higher. A 
state constitutional amendment caps 
property tax increases to 5% a year, 
regardless of the increase of prop-
erty value from year to year. But if a 
property has been sold in the previous 
year, the new value of the property 
becomes the basis for property taxes. 
So, a property that was previously val-
ued at $150,000 but sold last year for 
$200,000 is taxed at the $200,000 
level. 

“So that’s another one and a half, $2 
million to the General Fund,” he said.

Ultimately, he said, the county will 
face about a $7 million deficit on pa-
per that it will have to address. “That 
gets us a little bit closer, and I think 

we can work with that,” he said.
Another saving grace for the budget 

process for 2024 is that the county 
still has about $7 million left in Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act dollars left that 
it can use to backfill budget shortfalls 
from the pandemic. 

“We’ve still got some flexibility 
there,” he said. “We could probably 
do another couple million in 2024 to 
help balance that out, but we don’t 
want to rely on ARPA. We want to 
kind of wean ourselves off that.”

Commission chair Ryan Sebolt and 
Todd said there is one revenue source 
still unaccounted for in the budget: 
state revenue sharing. That’s where 
the state provides a portion of local 
sales taxes to local governance units, 
including counties. Since the early 
2000s, those dollars have been less 
than usual due to economic issues. Se-
bolt said he is expecting a change in 
that this year. 

Said Sebolt, “Revenue sharing will 
be done on a different calculation 
than in the past.”

 — TODD HEYWOOD

Double the usual amount;
worker pay raises, changes
to foreclosure rules blamed



ROBIN ERB
BRIDGE MICHIGAN

For more than a century, Lansing-based 
Sparrow Health System has been a training 
ground for thousands of doctors and nurs-
es from Michigan State University’s med-
ical and nursing schools. Scores of MSU 
doctors work in Sparrow facilities. 

But earlier this month, the health system 
finalized an agreement that makes Univer-
sity of Michigan Health the sole corporate 
owner of Sparrow, a deal that includes 
MSU’s primary medical campus.

While both U-M and Sparrow represen-
tatives have offered assurances that there 
will be no change to existing contracts, 
MSU officials say they are concerned about 
the long-term impact of U-M’s incursion 
into Lansing.

Dr. Aron Sousa, dean of the MSU School 
of Human Medicine, said that, with U-M 
now in charge, Sparrow “could pick other 
people to do some of that (medical) work. 
They could decide that they’re going to 
choose some other entity to run the stroke 
service or the neonatal service or the resi-
dencies.” 

Sousa acknowledged that might seem 
unlikely given MSU’s long affiliation with 
Sparrow.

“But what I’d say is, given the long histo-
ry, I didn’t think it was likely that Sparrow 
would be taken over by the University of 
Michigan.” 

MSU Health Care  — comprising the 
university’s colleges of human medicine, 
osteopathic medicine and nursing — has 
49 contracts with Sparrow covering 90 
MSU doctors, according to data provided 
to Bridge Michigan.

Add in physician assistants, nurse prac-
titioners and some therapists, there are 
roughly 300 MSU healthcare providers at 
Sparrow facilities.

Sparrow’s 25 residency and fellowship 
programs are all affiliated with MSU’s 
medical colleges. And 13 programs are 
led by MSU-employed program directors, 
with Sparrow offering rotations for nearly 
200 medical students in both schools.

Sparrow also provides about 500 place-
ments a year for MSU nursing students. 
Those clinical placements are likely secure 
for nursing students at least through next 
year, but long-term?

“It’s unclear to me how that’s going to be-
come untangled and work out,” said Leigh 
Small, dean of the nursing college. “It’s on 
my watch list, if you will.”

Dr. Paul Entler, Sparrow’s chief clini-
cal officer, acknowledged that a medical 
mash-up of maize-and-blue and Spartan 
green health programs left him scratching 

his head, at least at first. 
“How are two Big Ten universities — you 

know football, basketball — how is this ac-
tually going to work?” Entler said he had 
wondered. 

But he said he’s been reassured that 
those relationships won’t change. And the 
recent agreement, he added, is about some-
thing far more important than the rivalry 
between the state’s largest universities. It’s 
about offering better, specialized, close-to-
home patient care, he said.

Spartan doctors and students will con-
tinue their roles unchanged, Entler said. 

The larger contract between MSU and 
Sparrow now stands through at least 
2027, he said, and “there is commitment 
to a continued partnership with Michigan 
State within the language” of the U-M deal. 
Neither Sparrow nor U-M would provide a 
copy of that contract. 

Outside Entler’s window, two familiar 
flags — the University of Michigan’s famil-
iar maize-and-blue and Michigan State’s 
iconic Spartan green — fly alongside U.S. 
and state flags. 

Both university flags will remain, and 
MSU staff and students have no reason to 
fret, he said: “Michigan State will be an in-
tegral part of whatever the future looks like.”

Small, the nursing school dean, said 
there’s another factor that makes it unlike-
ly MSU will be entirely swept aside: the 
state’s shortage of healthcare workers. 

“Sparrow is no different than any other 
hospital or hospital system in that the need 

for nurses is critical,” she said. “I wouldn’t 
think that they’re going to totally abandon 
their relationship with us.”

Small said she worries that the new 
University of Michigan control at Sparrow 
Health could one day endanger the train-
ing of Michigan State nursing students 
there. 

But, she added, “We do need to make 
sure that we look to our other clinical part-
ners at the same time and be ready in case 
something happens.” 

Leaders at Michigan Medicine, which 
comprises University of Michigan Health 
and the university’s medical school, de-
clined several requests for interviews about 
MSU’s future at Sparrow. 

But in a statement, spokesperson Mary 
Masson of Michigan Medicine, which in-
cludes U-M Health, said there are no plans 
“to make changes to Sparrow’s relationship 
with MSU.”

“We are honoring all current commit-
ments that Sparrow has made, and we look 
forward to exploring additional opportuni-
ties to partner with MSU in ways that will 
benefit the community,” Masson said.

Masson noted that MSU’s College of 
Osteopathic Medicine continues to train 
its students at the former Metro Health 
Hospital in Wyoming, near Grand Rapids, 
even though U-M health purchased that 
facility in 2016. It’s now called University 
of Michigan Health-West. 

It’s an example, Masson said, of the “ed-
ucational mission with universities across 
the state.” 

Doctors at Michigan State have been 

hearing those reassurances, but they still 
wonder, said Dr. Peter Gulick, an infectious 
disease expert in MSU’s College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine. 

“They want us to believe the waters are 
calm out there, and they look like that 
now,” Gulick said. “But I always wonder 
about the tidal wave you can’t yet see.”

Gulick doesn’t practice at Sparrow sites, 
but his students may train there. And to be 
clear, he said U-M may bring deep resourc-
es that will help deepen Sparrow’s specialty 
services. U-M Health is, after all, not only a 
medical care organization but a biomedical 
research powerhouse, and is now a $7 bil-
lion organization.

“I’m excited” by the deal, Gulick said. 
“But I think this is one of those wait-and-
see situations.”

Dr. Andrea Amalfitano, dean of MSU’s 
osteopathic school, said Gulick and other 
doctors and students at the school are like-
ly at less risk in Sparrow’s deal with U-M. 

Amalfitano noted that Sparrow is just 
one of 22 sites in Michigan that provide 
training to MSU’s osteopathic students, 
which gives the school some cover. It would 
be more convenient for all the students to 
train at a single hospital, Amalfitano said, 
“but at the same time, it deflects our risk.”

Norm Beauchamp, executive vice presi-
dent of MSU Health Services, which over-
sees the medical and nursing schools, said 
he is confident MSU will continue to have 
a strong future with Sparrow. 

“We play a huge role there in terms of the 
clinical care,” he said, “and our MSU facul-
ty will continue to be there as MSU faculty 
— with their white coats and their Spartan 
‘S’ — amongst the U of M maize and blue.”

City Pulse • April 19, 2023  www.lansingcitypulse.com 7

B/23/104 EASTSIDE/ POTTER-WALSH LOCAL STREET MILL and RESURFACE 
PROJECT &  B/23/105 WESTSIDE/ AVERILL WOODS LOCAL STREET MILL and 
RESURFACE PROJECT  as per the specifications provided by the City of Lansing. The City 
of Lansing will accept bids at The City of Lansing, Purchasing Office, 124 W. Michigan Ave. 
3rd Floor, Lansing, Michigan 48933 or electronically submitted thru MITN Site 
(www.Mitn.Info) until 2PM local time in effect on MAY 10, 2023. Complete specifications and 
forms required to submit bids are available by contacting Marilyn Chick at (517) 483-4282, or 
Marilyn.chick@lansingmi.gov or go to www.mitn.info. The City of Lansing encourages bids 
from All Vendors Including MBE/WBE Vendors and Lansing-Based Businesses. 

CP#23-097

U-M—Sparrow deal leaves MSU doctors unsettled about future

Celebrate the 107th Birthday 
Charles P. “Lash” Larrowe!

MSU Economics Professor
and Author of several publications

including Lashing Out (1982)

Mon., May 1, 11:30 am - 2 pm 
Coral Gables

 2838 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing

Courtesy 

Leigh Small, dean of Michigan State 
University’s College of Nursing, said 
she worries that the new University 
of Michigan control at Sparrow Health 
could one day endanger the training of 
Michigan State nursing students there.

Bridge photo by Dale Young 

Spartan doctors and students will con-
tinue their roles unchanged, said Dr. Paul 
Entler, chief clinical officer at Sparrow 
Hospital.
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As the Democratic-controlled 
Legislature puts the final touches on 
Michigan’s soon-to-be 
new “red flag” law, the 
natural question for 
those sick and tired 
of the country’s trend 
of mass shootings is, 
“What’s next?”

Thanks to Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer 
and the Legislature, 
starting next year 
gun owners will face 
criminal charges for not locking up their 
firearms when there are kids around. 
They’ll also need a background check 
before purchasing a gun — a pistol, a 
rifle, an AR-15, whatever.

Next up is the aforementioned “red 
flag” law, or “extreme risk protection 
order,” that allows friends or relatives 
to alert the authorities when they fear a 
loved one is a threat to oneself or others. 
Upon looking into the situation, a judge 
can order police to remove a person’s 
firearms.

The polling on all three of these mea-
sures is off-the-charts good. Polling 
on the measures that lawmakers are 
interested in doing next is good, too.

We’re talking about banning anyone 
with a domestic violence conviction 
from owning a firearm. The Detroit 
News found that a lifetime ban is 
supported by 65% of voters and 75% of 
women.

Putting capacity limits on magazines 
has 60% support, according to the poll. 

Opening up gun manufacturers and 
gun sellers to liability for cases in which 
a gun they illegally sold causes death 
or injury has 67% support, according 
to an Impact Research survey question 
for Giffords.

Increasing funding for community 
violence intervention programs? That 
polls at 76%.

All of these concepts are being talked 
about by lawmakers — Democratic 
lawmakers. Republican lawmakers are 
voting no as a block.

Politically, the issue is another tough 
one for them. Once again, they’re forced 
to die on another hill of an uncompro-
mising interest group and passionate 
constituents who refuse to give an inch 
in the gun debate.

Remember late summer 2022? The 
R’s blew an opportunity to pass their 
own limited abortion legalization bill 
by rolling the dice on stopping what 
became Proposal 3, which every poll 

showed would win.
This time, the R’s are standing shoul-

der to shoulder with the National Rifle 
Association, another strident interest 
group. 

But this time, the polling is even 
worse. The numbers may not be terrible 
in some of their districts, but statewide, 
they aren’t great. If the Republicans 
are comfortable hanging out in the 
minority after 2024, I guess that’s not a 
problem.

If the Republicans want to regain 
seats, carrying the water primarily for 
people with the Second Amendment 
tattooed to their chests probably isn’t 
the best plan.

Not with mass shootings making the 
headlines. Every. Single. Week.

There have been 33 shootings from 
April 1 to April 17 alone. You may have 
heard about the mass shooting in 
Alabama at a teenager’s “Sweet 16 party” 
because four were killed and 32 injured.

How about the April 13 shooting off 
Penrod Street in Detroit that injured 
five people, including three 14-year-
olds?

It’s gotten to the point where gun 
violence has become the No. 1 killer of 
teenagers in the country, and it’s not 
slowing down. The numbers collected 
by the Gun Violence Archive show it’s 
worse.

In 2021, 1,390 kids were killed by a 
firearm in this country. In 2022, it was 
1,575. Last year, it was 1,682.

The numbers aren’t working for 
Republicans on so many levels. 

Groveling for a watered-down 
version of one of the upcoming bills 
in exchange for their votes could be 
a start. They can later take credit for 
something.

Ignoring the depth and breadth of 
this as a political issue is a grave mis-
take, though. 

The Michigan State University 
shooting thrust gun safety back into a 
front-of-mind issue that has parents, 
students, independents and even a ma-
jority of Republicans and gun owners 
super agitated and antsy.

They want changes now.
It’s not clear what the Republicans’ 

plan out of this is at this point. 
What is clear is that opposing every 

single gun reform measure — with 
shooting after shooting after shooting 
making the headlines — isn’t a good 
place to be.

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol 
news services at melinnky@gmail.com.)

POLITICS

Opinion

Next up on gun control?
More losses for Republicans

Notice to Creditors. Decedent’s Estate. Case No. 23-000353-DE. Estate of Roger Dale 
Adams. Date of birth: 09/16/1958. The decedent, Roger Dale Adams, died 01/09/2023. 
Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the estate will be forever barred 
unless presented to Mitchell A. Adams, personal representative, or to both the probate court 
at 313 W. Kalamazoo St. Lansing, MI 48933 and the personal representative within 4 months 
after the date of publication of this notice.
04/13/2023 Mitchell A. Adams 2137 John Sharp Cir. Garland, TX 75044

CP#23-086

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: Special Use Permit #23013 (Skymint)

MONDAY, May 8, 2023

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Special Use Permit #23011 (Herbana)
Notice of Application

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian will 
hold a public hearing on Monday, May 8, 2023 at 6:30 p.m., in the Meridian Township Munici-
pal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, to hear all persons interested in 
a request from Green Peak Innovations, Inc. to construct a medical marijuana provisioning 
center on a vacant lot (Tax ID #20-127-008). The approximately 0.55-acre parcel is zoned 
C-2 – Commercial.

Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development,
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00
p.m., Monday through Friday. Written comments may be sent prior to the Planning
Commission, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or
by email to chapman@meridian.mi.us, or at the public hearing.

Deborah Guthrie
Township Clerk CP#23-085

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
EAST LANSING HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearings to be held by the East Lansing 
Historic District Commission on Thursday, May 11, 2023 at 7:00 p.m., at the East Lansing 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823.

• A public hearing will be held to consider a request from Jordan Stringer for the 
property at 228 University Drive to install a carport.
• A public hearing will be held to consider a request from Boyd Rentals to add an air 
conditioning unit to the west side of 445 Division Street. 
• A public hearing will be held to consider a request to replace a fence in the side 
yard of 711 W. Grand River Avenue. 
• A public hearing will be held to consider a request to replace a front porch at 319 
Southlawn Avenue.
• A public hearing will be held to consider a request to reconstruct 2 porches and 
replace a roof with an addition of an overhang at 407 Marshall Street. 

For more information on the request please contact Taylor Van Winkle at (517) 319-6828 or 
tvwinkle@cityofeastlansing.com. Materials related to the request are available for viewing at 
the Department of Planning, Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or on the City’s 
website located at www.cityofeastlansing.com/currentapplications. Written comments may 
be sent prior to the public hearing to the Historic District Commission, City of East Lansing,
410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan, 48823, or by email to 
coelhistoricdistricts@cityofeastlansing.com.  

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services must 
contact the City Manager’s Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 319-6920 
(TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at nmostel@cityofeastlansing.com. 

This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in compliance with 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

Marie E. Wicks
City Clerk   

CP#23-087



BY LAWRENCE COSENTINO
After 40-plus years of bringing Cu-

ban-style salsa music to mid-Mich-
igan, it’s no surprise that Mike Eyia 
is next in line for lifetime honors 
Sunday (April 23) at the 14th annual 
Jazz Alliance of Mid-Michigan trib-
ute concert.

Lansing-area music lovers have 
known Eyia for decades as a passion-
ate singer, poly-stylistic guitarist, 
consummate composer and arranger, 
fiery percussionist and founder and 
leader of mid-Michigan’s premier 
salsa band, Orquesta Ritmo.

However, Linda Vail didn’t know 
any of that when Eyia first kissed her, 
right smack on Michigan Avenue, 
eight years ago.

It was a consequential kiss. Vail 
and Eyia are not only life partners 
but co-recipients of Sunday’s tribute.

Mid-Michigan residents know Vail 
as the indefatigable retired Ingham 
County health officer who shepherd-
ed the county through the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

She shares Sunday’s award with 
Eyia for a variety of reasons, in-
cluding her photographic skills as a 
chronicler of various local events.

JAMM co-founder 
Gregg Hill added that, as 
county health officer, Vail 
advised the group on the 
latest policies “to keep all 
of us jazz cats healthy and 
safe during COVID.”

Simply put, Vail and 
Eyia are a package deal, 
and music is an integral 
part of that package.

It’s not hard to imagine 
Eyia, guitar in hand, whisking Vail 
away from her spreadsheets and sta-
tistics with a plaintive canción. 

Hill, a longtime Orquesta Ritmo 
fan, was thrilled to experience Ey-
ia’s many talents at close range when 
they collaborated on an upbeat 2021 
CD, “Ritmo Patria.”

“Mike brings that Latin passion — 
that fire — when he sings,” Hill said. 

“I don’t see how the woman he’s sing-
ing to could resist him.”

But that’s not quite how things 
happened between 
Eyia and Vail.

Vail came to Lan-
sing to work at the 
county Health De-
partment in 2014, 
having lived in Ka-
lamazoo for 28 
years. She was 53, 
single and new in 
town, and striking 
up a social life was 

a daunting prospect. Allen Neigh-
borhood Center director Joan Nel-
son, an ardent jazz fan, coaxed her 
into frequenting Moriarty’s Pub’s 
jazz night, where Vail, Nelson and a 
friend shared a table. 

“This guy had a tendency to swag-
ger in late,” Vail recalled. One night, 
after the swaggering man chatted 
with the three women, he escorted 

Vail to Stober’s Bar next door.
They danced. They had a drink. He 

walked her to her car on Michigan 
Avenue.

“And then he kissed me,” Vail said.
Eyia added, “That’s pretty much it,” 

his face as blank as he could make it.
They knew nothing about each 

other’s alternate identities. 
“She’d never seen me with my puffy 

sleeves,” Eyia joked.
Vail said, “I had no idea he was a 

musician. He was just this guy, and 
then we danced. I hadn’t seen him 
sing or play the guitar. It turns out 
everybody knew him but me.”

Eyia hadn’t seen Vail in her super-
hero regalia either.

“I didn’t even know what a health 
officer was,” he said.

Vail added, “Most people didn’t, 
until the pandemic.”

By 2016, things were getting “pret-
ty solid” between the pair, Vail said. 
In 2017, they bought a house in East 

Lansing and moved in together.
Vail may not have known who Eyia 

was at first, but she quickly caught 
up with his remarkable life story. At 
13 years old, aspiring guitarist and 
singer Miguel Eyia was whisked from 
his prosperous home in Vedado, a 
district of Havana, to a temporary 
camp on the fringe of the Everglades 
in Florida as part of Operation Pedro 
Pan, a mass airlift of 14,000 Cuban 
children to the United States.

In the wake of Fidel Castro’s rev-
olution, the airlift was arranged in 
secret by frightened Cuban parents, 
anti-Castro dissidents, the Catholic 
Welfare Bureau of Miami and the 
United States government — includ-
ing the CIA, according to some his-
torians. 

Eyia ended up at St. Vincent Cath-
olic Charities’ children’s home in 
Lansing, where he raised hell and 
battled with nuns like any other kid. 

Compared to the vibrant street life 
of Havana, Lansing felt like a “real 
Podunk cow town” to Eyia in the 
1960s. 

“The sidewalks rolled up at 9 
o’clock, and that was it,” he said. 

More to the point, Eyia was aston-
ished by Americans’ ignorance of Cu-
ban life and culture.

“One guy pointed to a streetlight 
and said, ‘I bet you don’t have those 
in Cuba.’ No, we’ve got the big, long 
neon ones!” Eyia said with sarcasm. 
“There was a big misunderstanding 
about what Cuba is like, so I thought 
I’d educate them.”

Orquesta Ritmo started out in the 
mid-1970s as a six-piece ensemble 
with a dance troupe of about 20 peo-
ple, bringing Cuban music and dance 
to festivals and other venues across 
the state. In 1984, it became a “true 
salsa group,” in Eyia’s words, with 
about 10 musicians.

The ensemble has clearly achieved 
its mission by now, but instead of 
winding down, it has picked up the 
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Consequential kiss
Mike Eyia and Linda Vail share jazz honors 

14th annual Jazz Alliance 
of Mid-Michigan tribute 
concert
Sunday, April 23
2-5 p.m.
UrbanBeat 
1213 Turner St., Lansing
$50 in advance, $55 at door
jazzjamm.org

Ron Stratton/for City Pulse

Linda Vail and Mike Eyia, who met at jazz night at Moriarty’s Pub and later shared a 
kiss that began a lifelong romance, will be honored at the 14th annual Jazz Alliance of 
Mid-Michigan tribute concert Sunday (April 23).

See JAMM, Page 10



By LUCAS HENKEL
When Elizabeth Kruger and Byron 

Pepper first came up with the idea for 
The Board and Bean, a board game café 
they’re hoping to open by the end of this 
year, they envisioned a social experience 

that wouldn’t re-
volve around alcohol 
or competition. 

“My dream has al-
ways been to open a 
game shop and café,” 
Pepper said. “Liz, 
who has always had 
a passion for baking, 
wanted to create a 
space that’s safe for 
the LGBTQ+ com-
munity in addition 
to a place they could 
sell their pastries 
and baked goods. 
We came togeth-
er to combine the 
ideas into a place 
where everyone can 

feel welcome and enjoy themselves over 
games.”

The couple hosted their first pop-up 
earlier this month at Kruger’s Honey 
Bun Bakery, located within Sycamore 
Creek Church’s Asbury Campus. Almost 
60 people flocked to the gaming tables 
after paying $5 each for a two-hour 
block and enjoyed dozens of games 
from Kruger and Pepper’s personal col-
lection. The success of this event, which 
was promoted on social media and by 
word of mouth alone, has made Kruger 
and Pepper more determined than ever 
to make their dreams a reality. 

“A $5 fee gets customers a seat at a 
table and unlimited access to the game 
library for that day. The initial concept 
for The Board and Bean is straight 
board games and other games that 
are familiar to the public, like Yahtzee 
and Uno. We also have hobby-oriented 
games and space for folks to play big-
ger tabletop games like Dungeons and 
Dragons,” Pepper said. 

Inspired by Snakes and Lattes, a suc-
cessful board game bar and restaurant 
that has locations across Canada and 
the United States, Kruger and Pepper 
envision eventually having a brick-

and-mortar location that will supply 
hungry gamers with Americana-style 
food with a twist, like Philly cheese-
steak pierogis, as well as mini cheese-
cake flights, shareable snacks like trail 
mix and puppy chow and alcohol-free 
mocktails, coffee and espresso. 

The employees, known as Meeple 
on Duty, will be “sommeliers of board 
games,” offering recommendations 
based on customers’ gaming experi-
ence. At all times, there will be one 
staff member floating around to help 
customers with their games and sug-
gest new ones. These Meeple, which is 
another name for a small figure that’s 
used as a playing piece in certain board 
games, will receive four free game pass-
es per week, allowing them to test out 
games with friends for future recom-
mendations. 

Currently, Kruger and Pepper are 
scoping out potential locations in 
downtown Lansing. 

“We are currently looking at the old 
House of Eden Rock in downtown 
Lansing, across from Firehouse Subs 
and Grand Traverse Pie Co. We would 

really like to secure a location with 
2,000 to 3,000 square feet and are 
open to other options,” Kruger said. 

If you’re interested in getting your 
game on, keep an eye out on social me-
dia for The Board and Bean’s upcom-
ing pop-up on May 20 at Honey Bun 
Bakery. You can also find Kruger’s veg-
an and gluten-free pastries and baked 
goods at Constellation Cat Café, their 
top-selling cinnamon rolls at the East-
side Lansing Food Co-Op or subscribe 
to Honey Bun Bakery’s weekly subscrip-
tion boxes through its Facebook page, 
facebook.com/honeybunbakerymi.

tempo in the past year or two, with 
monthly appearances at UrbanBeat 
in Old Town and a hot summer festi-
val season ahead.

“Ritmo Patria” was recorded in the 
basement of Eyia and Vail’s home, 
with Vail working nonstop — in full 
pandemic flurry — one floor above 
the tumult.

One evening, Vail was on an im-
portant call with officials from East 
Lansing and Michigan State Univer-
sity. She closed the door to the base-
ment, but the music was too loud to 
continue. She asked the band to cool 
it.

When she got back to the comput-
er, Aaron Stephens, then-mayor of 
East Lansing, said, “Wow, I wish I 
had soundtracks to go with my Zoom 
meetings.”

With Eyia’s encouragement, Vail 
recently picked up the same King 3B 
trombone, with an F attachment, she 
played as a student in her hometown 
of Tucker, Georgia, near Atlanta. She 
reached a span of four octaves and 
made first chair in marching band, 
jazz band and pit orchestra, but 
music took a backseat to microbiol-

ogy and public health gigs for many 
years.

Now she’s back to a two-octave 
range and has “St. Louis Blues” un-
der her belt, so look out.

“I thought it would be fun to join 
the band on trombone, although I 
wouldn’t play a solo,” she said. 

After the turmoil of the past few 
years, from long hours and big deci-
sions to handling death threats and 
anti-vaxxers, Vail is relishing simple 
pleasures. 

“I’m looking forward to doing 
things like taking a drive and taking 
pictures of barns,” Vail said. She also 
enjoys astronomical photography.

Eyia said, “Her music is her cam-
era.”

Vail is still editing photos from re-
cent trips with Eyia to South Ameri-
ca, Belize and Morocco.

“It’s like music,” she said. “You look 
at a really good musician and think, 
‘You’re done,’ but they’re not. There 
are always new compositions, new 
techniques, new angles.”

They both look forward to more 
travel, more photography and more 
of each other.

And, of course, more music.
“If you think you’ve learned ev-

erything about music, you’re total-
ly wrong,” Eyia said. “You just keep 
learning, keep doing it.”

Courtesy of The Board and Bean

Almost 60 people enjoyed games and 
baked goods at The Board and Bean’s 
first pop-up event on April 8. The suc-
cess of the event has made Kruger and 
Pepper more determined than ever to 
open up a brick and mortar.
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A l l - o f - u s  E x p r e s s  C h i l d r e n ’ s  T h e a t r e
presents

City of East Lansing

April 28 & May 5
7 p.m.

April 29 & May 6
3 p.m.

April 30 & May 7
3 p.m.

East Lansing 
Hannah Community Center 

819 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823

For general information visit www.cityofeastlansing.com/allofus.    

Tickets can be purchased at the East Lansing  
Hannah Community Center, (517) 333-2580, ext. 0 or  

online at www.cityofeastlansing.com/allofus

Ticket Information*
$12 adults
$8 youth

JAMM
from page 9

Board game pop-up brings hope for a brick and mortar

The Board and 
Bean

Next pop-up: May 20 
Honey Bun Bakery 
(inside Sycamore 
Creek Church’s Asbury 
Campus) 
2200 Lake Lansing 
Road, Lansing 
theboardandbean.com
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By BILL CASTANIER
You may not agree with everything 

author and labor expert Jamie K. Mc-
Callum has to say in his new book, 
“Essential: How the Pandemic Trans-
formed the Long Fight for Worker Jus-
tice,” but you should listen to his views 
about the state of labor in the United 
States.

McCallum, a sociology professor at 
Middlebury College in Vermont, has 
strong views on the American capital-
ist system and how it treats its workers, 
and he uses the much-too-recent pan-
demic to tell that story. He will discuss 
his book at the East Lansing Public Li-
brary 7:30 p.m. Thursday (April 20),  
co-sponsored by the library and the Our 
Daily Work, Our Daily Lives program at 
Michigan State University.

The author has written two other 
books on the national and international 
worker movement, in which he makes 
the case that employees should have 
more control over their workplaces. 

“All private businesses should be 
worker-owned cooperatives,” he con-
tended in an interview. “My general 
thesis is that when workers have more 
power and more voice, we all benefit.”

His new book, as the title suggests, 
revolves around the concept of “essen-
tial” or “frontline” workers, who evolved 
during the pandemic into a powerful 
force in attaining new worker rights 
and the growth of unionization across 
the country.

“I started thinking about a book as 
soon as the pandemic hit, and at first, 
my focus was going to be on healthcare 
workers, but it soon broadened,” he said. 
“I soon began doing interviews across 
the world and did more than 100 inter-
views with workers, educators and em-
ployees in ‘essential jobs.’”

For most of us, the faces of healthcare 

workers, lined with temporary scarring 
from PPE, are indelible markers of the 
pandemic.

 “The pandemic changed our per-
ceptions about how we 
thought about workers 
and their importance,” 
McCallum said. “There 
was a public embrace of 
the working class and a 
new knowledge of working 
conditions and attitudes.”

He believes that as a re-
sult, the country saw mas-
sive support for labor that 
it hadn’t seen since the 
New Deal.

 “The New Deal system 
eroded over time and was 
attacked, resulting in work-
ers being more on their own, 
working for less money and 
working longer hours,” he 
said. 

In his book, he points 
to organizing at Amazon 
warehouses and Starbucks 
as well as right here in Lan-
sing, when the members of 
the Michigan Nurses Association led a 
walkout at Sparrow Hospital.

“I was pretty surprised by how much 
labor organizing was going on during 
the pandemic. The fact that anything 
happened was interesting,” he said.

He also details how the pandemic 
revealed the soft underbelly of health-
care. He writes: “Hospitals intentionally 
understaff nurses to maximize profits. 
This problem affects all of us. Under-
staffing means worse patient outcomes, 
including higher death rates.”

The issue of nurses leaving the profes-
sion didn’t start with the pandemic but 
“made it more acute,” he writes.

For those who doubt the impact of 

the pandemic on workers, he backs up 
everything he says with statistics. In 
one section, he points out that by April 
2020, about one-third of U.S. workers 

were designated as essen-
tial.

Essential workers in-
cluded healthcare profes-
sionals, maids, delivery 
drivers, fast-food workers, 
grocery clerks, Walmart 
greeters and even Mon-
tana’s fly-fishing guides. 
Two-thirds of frontline 
workers were women, and 
75 % of frontline workers 
earned wages below the 
national average. McCal-
lum also points out that a 

high number of “essential” 
jobs were held by Black and 
brown workers, which put 
them at an even greater risk 
of getting sick and dying.

He quotes one worker at 
an Amazon warehouse who 
was fired after organizing 
a protest over workplace 
COVID mitigation as saying, 

“But all of us essentials, we were just 
used. Like human shields.”

McCallum said one of the hardest 
things about writing the book was mak-
ing sure it would continue to be relevant 
after the pandemic.

“It’s hard to write a book about cur-
rent events and still have it be useful five 
years from now,” he said.

As an example, he cites how medical 
science continually evolved during the 
pandemic and how healthcare workers 
learned about things like treatment reg-
imens on the job.

“It’s easy now to forget the pure uncer-
tainty of what they were going through,” 
he said.

McCallum is already onto his next 
book, which will look at the state of 
caregivers across the United States. This 
is especially important due to the large 
aging population. 

“It is the largest growing sector of new 
jobs,” he said.

Courtesy of Jamie K. McCallum

Author and labor expert Jamie K. 
McCallum’s new book, “Essential: How 
the Pandemic Transformed the Long 
Fight for Worker Justice,” focuses on the 
treatment of essential workers during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the strides they 
were able to make toward better wages 
and working conditions.
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nevin@nevingraphics.com
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‘Essential’ tackles COVID-19 and the battle for worker rights

“Essential” book 
talk and signing
Thursday, April 20
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950 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing
Free
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Now enrolling
lcc.edu/seriousfunLCC Youth Summer Camps

Sunny days ahead. Now enrolling
lcc.edu/seriousfunLCC Youth Summer Camps

Think warm thoughts. Learning they’ll love. Learning they’ll love. 
LCC Youth Summer Camps

Now enrolling
lcc.edu/seriousfun

Lansing Community College is an equal opportunity educational institution/employer.

Happy holidays, stoners of Lansing
Celebrate 420 with top-notch cannabis products from local dispensaries
Welcome to City Pulse’s 2nd annual 420 Product Guide! Michigan is home to numerous award-winning cannabis brands and some of the best (and cheapest) weed 

in the country. Whether you’re a fan of flower, edibles, concentrates, vapes or even CBD, the following pages contain some of the dankest cannabis products that will 
brighten your spirits and make this a holiday to remember ... or forget.

LUCAS HENKEL

- CBD -

Vive’s CBD Honey Sticks 
are a convenient and 
tasty way to get your daily 
CBD intake. The 10-milli-
gram sticks are available 
in multiple flavors like 
Original Honey, Green 
Apple, Blue Raspberry, 
Grape, Strawberry, 
Pink Lemonade and 
Watermelon. Enjoy them 
by themselves, in your 
favorite hot drink or driz-
zled on a snack. 

CBD Honey Sticks 
by Vive CBD

CBD Softgels  
by CV Sciences

$22.95/25-pack 

$55/60 capsules  

  at vivecbd.com

  at pluscbdoil.com

CV Sciences has a catalog 
of top-notch CBD products, 
but its new softgels are 
next level. Each capsule 
contains 25 milligrams of 
CBD, no THC and looks 
just like any other vitamin 
in your medicine cabinet. 
Adding CBD to your daily 
routine can have many 
health benefits, such as 
pain relief, anxiety relief 
and lower blood pressure.  

Mendi’s CBD salve stick is formulated with advanced botanicals, 
terpenes and oils, which work together to quickly relieve achy 
muscles and joints. Each stick contains a blend of all-natural 
ingredients such as arnica, beeswax, calendula, camphor, euca-
lyptus, menthol, sunflower seed oil and vitamin E as well as 500 
milligrams of CBD.

No THC CBD Salve Stick 
by Mendi

$45 
  at themendico.com 

See Gift guide, Page 14
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- FLOWER -

- CONCENTRATES -

This indica-dominant 
hybrid from Harrison 
Township-based Local 
Grove is a cross between 
Trufflez and Runtz, which 
earned it the Best Medical 
Hybrid Flower award 
in 2022’s High Times 
Cannabis Cup. Smokers 
can expect deep body 
relaxation as well as anx-
iety relief from each deep 
purple bud. 

Starry Night 
By LocalGrove

Georgia Pie 
by Grown Rogue

$35/14g
  at Herbana

Georgia Pie 
by Grown Rogue

$35/14g

Originally formulated by the 
masterminds at Seed Junky 
Genetics, Georgia Pie is a 
cross between Kush Mints 
and Gelatti. The folks at 
Grown Rogue did this strain 
justice — each nug is cov-
ered in orange hairs and 
smells like a freshly baked 
pie. Keep snacks nearby, 
because this strain will defi-
nitely give you the munchies.  

$50/3.5g

$15/g 

  at JARS

  at JARS

Glorious introduced 
its Strawberry Diesel 
infused pre-rolls around 
Valentine’s Day, and 
I’ve been smoking them 
ever since. Each bubble 
hash-infused joint tastes 
like a chocolate-covered 
strawberry and provides 
a relaxed yet focused 
head high. With each half-
gram pre-roll containing 
between 30 and 45% 
THC, these little joints go 
a long way.  

Strawberry Diesel ICEWATER 
Bubble Hash-Infused Pre-Roll
by Glorious Cannabis Co.

$20/g
  at Dispo

Adding a Simpler Daze 
moon rock to your next 
smoking adventure will 
take you to another 
planet. Each bud is 
dipped in hash oil and 
rolled in kief for max-
imum potency. Keep 
an eye out for other 
Simpler Daze products, 
like its Asteroids, which 
are smaller moon rocks 
that are the perfect size 
for bowls.  

Peach Moon Rocks
by Simpler Daze (Glorious 
Cannabis Co.)

$60/3.5g
  at Dispo

Mellowz is a cross 
between Society 
C’s Spritzer, 
which won High 
Times’ People’s 
Choice award 
for Best Indica 
Flower in 2022, 
and Grape Gas, 
which carries a 
distinctly sweet, 
gassy smell. If 
you’re looking for 
a strain to put you 
in a silly, goofy 
mood, this is defi-
nitely it.  

Mellowz 
by Society C

$35/3.5g
  at Bazonzoes

A cross between 
Biscotti and The 
Menthol, Glacier’s 
Cold Snap is a great 
after-work strain. Users 
report feeling refreshed 
from its pinene-rich ter-
pene profile and minty 
undertones.  

- CONCENTRATES

Cold Snap is a great 
after-work strain. Users 
report feeling refreshed 
from its pinene-rich ter-
pene profile and minty 

Concentrate Kings, part of the Exclusive Brands family, has been a favorite among 
Michigan stoners for years. According to my wife, aka the concentrate queen, the com-
pany makes the best dabs she’s ever smelled. A blend of apple and grape aromas 
wafts from the amber live resin inside the jar. Truly a dab made for royalty — one hit 
and you’ll be feeling on top of the world.  
wafts from the amber live resin inside the jar. Truly a dab made for royalty — one hit 

Gold Crown has collaborated with some of the big-
gest cannabis brands in Michigan, but its recent 
collab with Peninsula Gardens might be its best. 
This concentrate offers the classic creativity boost 
typically found with Runtz strains, and its light yellow, 
crumbly texture makes it a great option to top bowls 
with or even mix into joints.  

Gold Crown has collaborated with some of the big-
gest cannabis brands in Michigan, but its recent 
collab with Peninsula Gardens might be its best. 
This concentrate offers the classic creativity boost 
typically found with Runtz strains, and its light yellow, 
crumbly texture makes it a great option to top bowls 
with or even mix into joints.  

Five Star Extracts’ Mega 
MacFlurry cured badder is 
similar to the texture of an 
actual McFlurry — thick 
and whipped to perfec-
tion. Its interesting mix of 
floral, garlic and citrus ter-
penes may seem odd, but 
some folks have reported 
experiencing pain relief 
after enjoying this strain.  

Cold Snap Cured 
Resin 
by Glacier 
Cannabis

Grapple Live Resin 
by Concentrate Kings

$30/2g 
  at JARS

$22/g 
  at Cannaisseur

Runtz Sugar
By Gold Crown x 
Peninsula Gardens

Mega MacFlurry Cured Badder 
by Five Star Extracts (True North 
Collective)

$20/g 
  at Gage
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- VAPORIZERS -

- CONCENTRATES -

See Gift guide, Page 18

Isolated from live resin, these fine 
crystals of THCA are as versatile as 
they are potent. Moonbow Live THCA 
is a collaboration between hometown 
heroes Element (Lion Labs) and 
ProGro (Pure Options) and provides a 
fruity and euphoric pick-me-up when 
mixed with flower or even other con-
centrates. 

Three years ago, if you told me that I would be able to get FIVE grams of terpy 
live resin for $40, I would’ve asked for a time machine. Levitate has been mak-
ing my dreams come true with all its concentrates, but its baller jars are by far 
my favorite. Its Lemon Cookie live resin is packed with limonene and will send 
even the most experienced dabber into euphoric bliss.  

Moonbow Live THCA 
by Element x ProGro

$35/g 
$40/5g 

  at Pure Options
  at Herbana

Lemon Cookies Live Resin Baller Jar 
by Levitate

On the go and really need to 
stretch your weed? Look no 
further than the Big Ripper 
2-gram disposables from 
Crude Boys. These fruity 
distillate vapes are a great 
option for folks looking to 
unwind after a long day. 

I was excited to see a 
vape cartridge from Trap 
House Co. in my swag bag 
from Sensi Magazine’s 
Mardi Gras party last 
month. Gelato, a favor-
ite strain among stoners 
young and old, provides a 
euphoric and giggly high, 
and each potent puff is 
smooth and tasty.

vape cartridge from Trap 
House Co. in my swag bag 
from Sensi Magazine’s 

month. Gelato, a favor-
ite strain among stoners 
young and old, provides a 
euphoric and giggly high, 
and each potent puff is 

Convenient and discreet, 
Breeze Canna’s live resin 
disposables make vaping a 
breeze. Space Runtz, a cross 
of Runtz and Candy Rain, 
offers a relaxing body buzz. 
Other strains in the lineup 
include Legend OG, Tropicana 
Cherry and Super Lemon 
Haze. 

- VAPORIZERS -

The rich, flower-forward 
flavor of Fresh Coast’s con-
centrates, whether they’re 
in a jar or a cartridge, is a 
byproduct of the company’s 
terpene preservation tech-
niques. Cataract Kush is 
spicy, skunky and will definite-
ly have you reaching for eye 
drops in addition to providing 
a pain-relieving body buzz.  

Wedding Cake Distillate Cartridge
by Redbud Roots

Earthy, peppery and sweet, Wedding 
Cake is a popular strain among stoners of 
all ages. Some users have reported that 
Wedding Cake’s unique terpene profile 
helped them manage chronic pain and 
insomnia.  

Blue Dream 
Distillate 
Cartridge
by Drip

After making its debut in 
Santa Cruz, California, 
in 2003, Blue Dream has 
become one of those 
strains every stoner pines 
for. A cross of Blueberry 
and Haze, Blue Dream bal-
ances full-body relaxation 
with gentle cerebral invig-
oration, making it popular 
among folks suffering from 
depression and anxiety.  

stretch your weed? Look no 
further than the Big Ripper 
2-gram disposables from 
Crude Boys. These fruity 
distillate vapes are a great 
option for folks looking to 
unwind after a long day. 

$15/1g 

$20/1g 

$25/2g 

  at JARS

  at Edgewood Wellness

 at Ascend Cannabis

$20/1g   
  at Gage

Gelato Live Resin 
Cartridge
by Trap House Co.

Watermelon Zkittlez Big 
Ripper Disposable 
by Crude Boys

Cataract Kush Live Resin Cartridge
by Fresh Coast Extracts

Space Runtz Live Resin Disposable 
by Breeze Canna

$35/1g 
 at Pure Options

$10/1g 
 at Dispo
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M a d e  p o s s i b l e  b y  t h e  M e l l o n  F o u n d a t i o n

C u r a t e d  b y  N a n c y  D e J o y

C o - C u r a t e d  b y  F a t i m a  K o n a r e

Creativity in the Time of COVID-19:

FOR

EQUITY
& social justice

FRANDOR SEARSFREE EXHIBIT AT

art
equity 

justice
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- EDIBLES -

Caregiver-operated Chill Medicated has 
taken drink enhancers to the next level 
with its line of infused syrups. Available 
in flavors such as Grape, Strawberry, 
Blue Razz and Watermelon, each syrup 
is great by itself or mixed with soda. (I 
personally recommend Sprite.) It’s a great 
option for stoners that are looking to stay 
hydrated as the weather warms up.  

Dixie’s Synergy Berry 
Focused gummies are a 
blend of 10 milligrams of 
CBG, the “mother cannabi-
noid” that’s known for pro-
viding a mood boost; 5 mil-
ligrams of CBD; and 5 mil-
ligrams of THC. They offer 
an uplifted and focused 
head high without the jitters 
some folks may experience 
from other sativa edibles. 

I could eat the whole bag of 
these infused pretzel sticks from 
Motor City Cannabites. Each 
pretzel contains 2.5 milligrams 
of THC, which is perfect for folks 
that are into microdosing or are 
just entering the world of edibles. 
They’re are also available in 
Honey Mustard, Italian Parmesan 
and Buffalo.  

Michigan’s edible makers keep stepping 
up their game, and the weed-infused 
cheese balls from UBaked are a game 
changer. With 10 milligrams of THC in 
each individual ball, this tasty snack can 
really creep up on you. They’re also 
available in Flaming Hot and Jalapeno 
flavors.  

If you prefer your weed with chocolate, con-
sider grabbing a pack of individually wrapped, 
cannabis-infused peanut butter cups from the 
masterminds at Mojo. Each cup contains 10 
milligrams of THC and has the perfect balance 
of milk chocolate and peanut butter.  

These high-dosage gummies are 
not for the novice stoner. Each pack 
contains four 50-milligram gummies 
that are easy to cut in half if need 
be. True North Confections offers a 
variety of unique gummy flavors like 
Citrus Splash, Fruit Punch, Cosmic 
Kiwi, Forbidden Apple, Pineapple 
Paradise, Strawberry Fields, Motown 
Mango, Traverse City Cherry, 
Electric Watermelon, True Blue, 
Purple Rain and Tangerine Dream. 
Regardless of which flavor you 
choose, each gummy creates a 
deep body high that’s great for pain 
relief. 

Cheddar 
Cheese Balls 
by UBaked

$10/100mg 

$15/50mg 

  at Dispo

  at Pure Options

1:1 THC/
CBD Syrup 
by Chill 
Medicated

$22/100mg 
  at The Botanical Co.

Synergy Berry Focused 
2:1:1 Gummies 
By Dixie

Sour Laser Lemon Gummies 
by Hype Cannabis

Mini Peanut Butter Cups 
by Mojo

Reminiscent of Sour Patch Kids, the sour versions of 
Hype Cannabis’ popular gummies have become a hit 
around the state. Other flavors include Boss Berry, 
Groovy Grape, Black Cherry and Pineapple Prodigy. 
Plus, they’re vegan! 

$3/100mg 
  at Herbana

$8/100mg 
  at Dispo

Cinnamon Sugar 
Pretzel Sticks  
by Motor City 
Cannabites

$2/10mg
  at JARS

True Blue Gummies 
By True North Confections 
(True North Collective)

$12/200mg 
  at JARS

Focused gummies are a 
blend of 10 milligrams of 
CBG, the “mother cannabi-
noid” that’s known for pro-
viding a mood boost; 5 mil-
ligrams of CBD; and 5 mil-ligrams of CBD; and 5 mil-
ligrams of THC. They offer 
an uplifted and focused 
head high without the jitters 
some folks may experience 
from other sativa edibles. 

$15/50mg 
  at Pure Options

Synergy Berry Focused 

True Blue Gummies 
By True North Confections 
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“Can’t Seem to Find It,” placed purposely 
in the middle of my fi rst full-length LP, “The 
Final Season,” to represent the crossroads 
I found myself at 10 years ago when the 
album was released. 

After some success performing under 
my prior moniker, JYoung The General, I 
felt very dissatisfi ed in many areas. I didn’t 
like the name anymore, I was falling out of 
love with the music I was creating, and I 
was overwhelmingly stressed by most fac-
ets of my personal life and career.

“The Final Season” was my liberation 
song. I struggled with self-worth for a long 
time, so using my given name as my stage 
name was a statement. It was also the fi rst 
time I could channel all my thoughts and 
create something deeply 
personal and emblematic 
of the social issues and re-
sulting dialogues I shared 
with some of the brightest 
young Black minds in the city 
around that time. 

It remains the only proj-
ect that involved every solo 
performer in the BLAT! Pack 
Collective. I take pride in that 
refl ection of an era where I 
was heavily connected to a 
group of the best lyricists and musicians in 
the city.

Whenever I hear my name come up in 
conversations about great performers in 
Lansing, I think of “The Final Season” pro-
viding me with the necessary structure and 
urgency to perform several songs that are 

deep within the album and round out my 
set. “Butt,” my most enduring hit, is ener-
getic and playful. “Ghost of Medgar Evers” 
is poignant and allowed me to pay homage 
to one of the most important heroes of the 
civil rights movement. Even a deep cut like 
“Off  The Couch” that doesn’t get as many 
streams is a crowd favorite that instantly 
makes my set better.

My 10th-anniversary performance of 
“The Final Season” at this year’s Stoop-
fest feels like a celebration, fi nal exam and 
comeback all rolled into one. COVID-19 
robbed me of what I felt were the last 
gasps of a “prime” in my career, so I’ve 
spent the year preparing a 45-minute ex-

perience that I hope will either 
remind fans or acquaint them 
for the fi rst time with the idea 
that there is a very short list 
of rappers in Lansing that can 
match what I do on stage. My 
mission is to share the journey 
I embarked on a decade ago, 
have some fun and bring out 
my BLAT! family as guests. I 
want to show everyone that 
life is truly cinematic, and one 
year can capture insanely high 

peaks and incredibly dark valleys to create 
a beautiful story.

I am incredibly thankful to be able to take 
festivalgoers on another intimate ride with 
the album that changed my life. Bless. 

— Jahshua Smith
Visit stoopfest.org for the full lineup.

Voted Greater Lansing's
#1 Dispensary 2021 & 2022

Voted Greater Lansing's
#1 Dispensary 2021 & 2022

This week, Lansing-based emcee and 
hip-hop educator Jahshua Smith contrib-
utes a guest column about his upcoming 
set at Stoopfest, which features a long list 
of artists from a variety of genres. Here’s 
what Smith had to say about his perfor-

mance: 

“When Huff  said this year was feeling 
like ‘The Final Season,’ I started praying up 
to God to fi nd what I believed in.”

That’s the fi rst line of a song I named 

‘The Final Season’ LP turns 10 at annual festival

Stoopfest returns with Jahshua 
Smith anniversary set

“The Final Season” 
10-year anniversary 
performance
Saturday, April 22

8:15 p.m.

Hunter Park Sunset 
Stage

1400 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing

stoopfest.org
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
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How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 
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your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
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Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
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my own mystery. And as I turned my 
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own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
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inspired by the book of the same 
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Courtesy of Adam Bussell and Michael Austin

Jahshua Smith celebrates the 10-year 
anniversary of his first full-length LP, “The 
Final Season,” at Stoopfest this weekend. 
He performs Saturday evening (April 22) 
on Hunter Park’s Sunset Stage.

- HARDWARE AND ACCESSORIES -

$5.79
  at amazon.com

Terp Timer 
by Octave

Octave’s Terp Timer is a wireless thermal 
sensor that allows you to dial in exact tem-
peratures to heat concentrates. Set your 
desired temperature and the Terp Timer will 
beep to let you know when it’s ready. The 
result is a smooth, tasty dab every time.  

Simple but effective, the 
small blade inside the 
plastic cylinder helps 
split cigarillos evenly 
and easily. Put one on 
your keychain next to 
your bottle opener and 
you’ll be prepared for 
anything! 

Cigar Cutter 
Five-Pack
by EZ Splitz

$100 
  at octavehightech.com
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): According to a study 
by Newsweek, 58% of us yearn to experience 
spiritual growth, 33% report having had a mystical 
or spiritual experience, 20% of us say we have 
had a revelation from God in the last year and 13% 
have been in the presence of an angel. Given the 
astrological omens currently in play for you Aries, 
I suspect you will exceed all those percentages in 
the coming weeks. I hope you will make excellent 
use of your sacred encounters. What two areas of 
your life could most benefit from a dose of divine 
assistance or intervention? There’s never been a 
better time than now to seek a deus ex machina. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): After the fall of the Roman 
Empire, political cohesion in its old territories 
was scarce for hundreds of years. Then a leader 
named Charlemagne (747–814) came along and 
united much of what we now call Western Europe. 
He was unusual in many respects. For example, he 
sought to master the arts of reading and writing. 
Most other rulers of his time regarded those 
as paltry skills that were beneath their dignity. I 
mention this fact, Taurus, because I suspect it’s 
a propitious time to consider learning things you 
have previously regarded as unnecessary or 
irrelevant or outside your purview. What might 
these abilities be?

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): I’m turning this horoscope 
over to Nigerian poet Ijeoma Umebinyuo. She 
has three messages that are just what you need 
to hear right now. 1. “Start now. Start where you 
are. Start with fear. Start with pain. Start with 
doubt. Start with hands shaking. Start with voice 
trembling but start. Start and don’t stop. Start 
where you are, with what you have.” 2. “You must 
let the pain visit. You must allow it to teach you. 
But you must not allow it to overstay.” 3. “Write a 
poem for your 14-year-old self. Forgive her. Heal 
her. Free her.”

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Historical records tell 
us that Chinese Emperor Hungwu (1328–1398) 
periodically dealt with overwhelming amounts 
of decision-making. During one 10-day phase 
of his reign, for example, he was called on to 
approve 1,660 documents concerning 3,391 
separate issues. Based on my interpretation of 
the planetary omens, I suspect you may soon be 
called on to deal with a similar outpouring. This 
might tempt you toward overstressed reactions 
like irritation and self-medication. But I hope you’ll 
strive to handle it all with dignity and grace. In fact, 
that’s what I predict you will do. In my estimation, 
you will be able to summon extra poise and 
patience to manage the intensity.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Is it even possible for us 
humans to live without fear — if even for short 
grace periods? Could you or I or anyone else 
somehow manage to celebrate, say, 72 hours 
of freedom from all worries and anxieties and 
trepidations? I suspect the answer is no. We may 
aspire to declare our independence from dread, 
but 200,000 years of evolution ensures that our 
brains are hard-wired to be ever-alert for danger. 
Having provided that perspective, however, I will 
speculate that if anyone could approach a state 
of utter dauntlessness, it would be you Leos in the 
next three weeks. This may be as close as you will 
ever come to an extended phase of bold, plucky 
audacity.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): “Dear Sunny Bright 
Cheery Upbeat Astrologer: You give us too many 
sunny, bright, cheery, upbeat predictions. They 
lift my mood when I first read them, but later I’m 
like, ‘What the hell?’ Because yeah, they come 
true, but they usually cause some complications 
I didn’t foresee. Maybe you should try offering 
predictions that bum me out, since then I won’t 
have to deal with making such big adjustments. 
— Virgo Who is Weary of Rosy Hopeful Chirpy 
Horoscopes.” Dear Virgo: You have alluded to 
a key truth about reality: Good changes often 
require as much modification and adaptation as 
challenging changes. Another truth: One of my 
specialties is helping my readers manage those 

good changes. By the way: I predict the next two 
weeks will deliver a wealth of interesting and 
buoyant changes.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Poet Pablo Neruda wrote, 
“Let us look for secret things somewhere in the 
world on the blue shores of silence.” That might 
serve as a good motto for you in the coming 
weeks. By my astrological reckoning, you’ll be 
wise to go in quest for what’s secret, concealed 
and buried. You will generate fortuitous karma by 
smoking out hidden agendas and investigating the 
rest of the story beneath the apparent story. Be 
politely pushy, Libra. Charmingly but aggressively 
find the missing information and the shrouded 
rationales. Dig as deep as you need to go to 
explore the truth’s roots.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): We’ve all done things that 
make perfect sense to us, though they might look 
nonsensical or inexplicable to an outside observer. 
Keep this fact in your awareness during the next 
two weeks, Scorpio. Just as you wouldn’t want to 
be judged by uninformed people who don’t know 
the context of your actions, you should extend 
this same courtesy to others, especially now. At 
least some of what may appear nonsensical or 
inexplicable will be serving a valuable purpose. Be 
slow to judge. Be inclined to offer the benefit of 
the doubt.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): I completely 
understand if you feel some outrage about the 
lack of passion and excellence you see in the 
world around you. You have a right to be impatient 
with the laziness and carelessness of others. 
But I hope you will find ways to express your 
disapproval constructively. The best approach 
will be to keep criticism to a minimum and instead 
focus on generating improvements. For the sake 
of your mental health, I suggest you transmute 
your anger into creativity. You now have an 
enhanced power to reshape the environments 
and situations you are part of, so they work better 
for everyone.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): In the 17th century, 
renowned Capricorn church leader James 
Ussher announced he had discovered when the 
world was created. It was at 6 p.m. on October 
22 in the year 4004 BCE. From this spectacularly 
wrong extrapolation, we might conclude that not 
all Capricorns are paragons of logic and sound 
analysis 100% of the time. I say we regard this as 
a liberating thought for you in the coming weeks. 
According to my analysis, it will be a favorable 
time to indulge in wild dreams, outlandish 
fantasies and imaginative speculations. Have fun, 
dear Capricorn, as you wander out in the places 
that singer Tom Petty referred to as “The Great 
Wide Open.”

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): We often evaluate 
prospects quantitatively: how big a portion do 
we get, how much does something cost, how 
many social media friends can we add? Quantity 
does matter in some cases, but on other 
occasions, it may be trumped by quality. A few 
close, trustworthy friends may matter more than 
hundreds of Instagram friends we barely know. A 
potential house may be spacious and affordable 
but located somewhere we wouldn’t enjoy living. 
Your project in the coming weeks, Aquarius, is 
to examine areas of your life that you evaluate 
quantitatively and determine whether there are 
qualitative aspects neglected in your calculations. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): “Dear Dr. Astrology: 
Help! I want to know which way to go. Should I do 
the good thing or the right thing? Should I be kind 
and sympathetic at the risk of ignoring my selfish 
needs? Or should I be a pushy stickler for what’s 
fair and true, even if I look like a preachy grouch? 
Why is it so arduous to have integrity? —Pinched 
Pisces.” Dear Pisces: Can you figure out how to be 
half-good and half-right? Half-self-interested and 
half-generous? I suspect that will generate the 
most gracious, constructive results.

“Show Some 
Backbone” -- armed 
with knowledge.

by Matt Jones

© 2023 Matt Jones

ACROSS

1. Calculate the 
total of

6. Nat ___ (cable 
channel)

9. High flier

14. Doggie

15. Above, in verse

16. Nebraska city 
near Iowa

17. Fun

19. Tabloid-worthy

20. California city 
(and county) home 
to Bubblegum Alley

22. Calligraphy pen 
point

23. Spinoff group

24. Anti-___ hand 
soap

27. 2016 World 
Series champions

30. Gambler’s 
supposed strategy

34. Prefix with 
laryngologist

35. Burned-up

37. “Paris, je t’___” (2006 
movie)

38. Mercedes S-Class or 
Audi A5, e.g.

42. 1958 Chevalier Oscar 
winner

43. “Do ___?”

44. Black currant liqueur 
cocktail

45. Long-legged wading 
birds

48. Disco hit that really 
shows off its title

49. Sneaky

50. “It’s on like Donkey 
___”

52. “The buck stops here” 
presidential monogram

54. Captain of the 
Enterprise in two TV 

series

60. Jousting spear

61. Item ripped in half by 
old-time strongmen

63. Streaming show in the 
“Star Wars” universe

64. “Jackie Brown” star 
Grier

65. Everybody’s opposite

66. Winter weather 
events

67. Kennel noise

68. Suspicious

DOWN

1. Many a tailless primate

2. Puts on

3. Hip-hop artist ___ Cat

4. 2023 NCAA men’s 
basketball Final Four team

5. Actress Rashad

6. Mongolian desert

7. Long swimmers

8. Cookies in a sleeve

9. Insurance document

10. Intro to an opinion

11. Perform with fake 
swords in the park, 
maybe

12. Miami University’s 
state

13. Tiny bit

18. Alabama university 
town

21. Wanna-___ (imitators)

24. Retired slugger Wade

25. Did a face-plant

26. Queen Elizabeth’s 
preferred dog breed

28. Indonesian island east 
of Java

29. Prepare for a 
36-Down

31. Second hand sounds

32. Interoffice 
communication

33. Like some Windsor 

wives

36. Academic assessment

39. Do some dairy 
chores, maybe

40. Dickensian imp

41. Go up again

46. Copier cartridges

47. Long-running NBC 
show, for short

51. Aquarium fish

53. Off-limits topic

54. Rolling Stone 
co-founder Wenner

55. Opposite of ecto-

56. Tea made with 
cardamom

57. “___ and 
Circumstance”

58. Medieval crucifix

59. Currency of Vietnam

60. “Viva ___ Vegas”

62. Opening piece?

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 26

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

SUDOKU     Beginner

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                              April 19-25, 2023
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Wednesday, April 19
“A Course of Love” with Lucille Olson - 7 p.m. 
Zoom ID: 177 417 886. Passcode: 601744. unityl-
ansing.org.

After-School Enrichment Time - Kids can get 
their homework done, use the computers, eat 
snacks and have a great, safe time. 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Higher Ground Community Development 
Center, 3637 W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-894-
1633.

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. allenneigh-
borhoodcenter.org/market.

“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” 
MFA Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

“Bright Star” - 7:30 p.m. Pasant Theatre, 750 
E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 517-432-2000. 
whartoncenter.com.

Code Club! - Learn to make websites, apps, 
animations and more! No coding experience 
necessary. Grades 3+. Register at hq.girlswhoc-
ode.com using club code MI45609. 6 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org.

“Creativity in the Time of COVID-19: Art for 
Equity and Social Justice” - On display at the 
Frandor Sears building, Lansing Art Gallery, 
REACH Studio Art Center, Impression 5 Science 
Center and Refugee Development Center. 
artequitylansing.org.

Earth Week Activities - Crafts, seed & tree 
giveaways, secure document shredding, a visit 
from the EC Resource Recovery Worm Farm 
and more earth-friendly fun all week long during 
regular library hours. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-
627-7014. gladl.org.

Emergency Services - 6 p.m. LSW Emergency 
Services, 7425 Woodbury Road, Laingsburg. 
laingsburg.us.

Fitness Over 50 - The Meridian Township Parks 
and Recreation Stretch and Flex Exercise group 
exercises at Meridian Mall Food Court. 9-10 a.m. 
1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com. 

Heartbreak Hotel Comedy Show - Natasha Pearl 
Hansen and Jake Snell headline an evening of 
cocktails, comedy and a Q&A on making the 
most of breakups, relationships and dating. 7 
p.m. Graduate East Lansing, 133 Evergreen Ave., 
East Lansing. 517-348-0900. facebook.com/grad-
uateeastlansing.

How Brain Death Declarations Can Harm, and 
Why Legal Exemptions Should Be the Rule - 1:30 
p.m. Online – register at bit.ly/bioethics-mc-
curdy. 

Introduction to Citizen Science - Explore the 
tools and techniques of a few Citizen Science 
programs, then head outside with us to get a 
feel for how they work. Dress for the weather! 
7 p.m. Fenner Nature Center, 2020 E. Mt. Hope 
Ave., Lansing. 517-483-4224. mynaturecenter.
org.

Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh tradition - 
All are welcome to join our weekly practice! 7-9 
p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK Jr. Blvd., 

Lansing. lamc.info.  

The Other Buzzard Brother - 7 p.m. Williamston 
Roadhouse, 3700 E. Grand River Ave., William-
ston. 517-388-6133. williamstonroadhouse.com.

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah Der-
shem uses monotype and linocut printmaking 
to explore a lifelong admiration of the natural 
world. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 
W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

Punk Art Meetup - All ages, mediums (even 
digital!) and skill levels welcome. We have basic 
craft supplies, but feel free to bring your own! 
No paints allowed. Kids allowed until 8 p.m. 6-11 
p.m. The Avenue, 2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
517-999-7549. avenuecafelansing.com.

“Star Stuff” Screening - Journey to three 
remotely located astronomical observatories 
in the Atacama Desert in Chile, Grand Karoo in 
South Africa and La Palma Island in the Atlantic 
Ocean. 7 p.m. Abrams Planetarium, 755 Science 
Road, East Lansing. 517-355-4676. abramsplan-
etarium.org.

“Tina – The Tina Turner Musical” - 7:30 p.m. 
Cobb Great Hall, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lan-
sing. 517-432-2000. whartoncenter.com.

Weaving the Web: Mirth - Join us online or in 
person for discussions, rituals, meditations and 
more! 6 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center 
St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlan-
sing.com.

Your Money 101: Teaching Kids about Money - 
Practical tips on how to start setting your child 
up for a financially healthy future at any age. 
Registration req. 5:30 p.m. Eaton Rapids Area 
District Library, 220 S. Main St., Eaton Rapids. 
517-663-0950. eradl.org.

Thursday, April 20
“A Course in Miracles,” a Group Discussion on 
ZOOM - 7 p.m. Meeting ID: 177 417 886 Passcode: 
601744. unitylansing.org.

Artist Talk: Candy Chang - Taiwanese American 
artist Candy Chang will discuss her latest proj-
ect, “The Nightly News.” Registration req. 6 p.m. 
Eli & Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuse-
um.msu.edu. 

“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” 
MFA Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

“Bright Star” - 7:30 p.m. Pasant Theatre, 750 
E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 517-432-2000. 
whartoncenter.com.

Bugs & Insects - Ages 2-4. 10 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org.

Clayworks Pottery Show - Noon-7 p.m. Faith 
Church, 2300 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing. 517-
626-1160. clayworkspottery.net.

“Creativity in the Time of COVID-19: Art for 
Equity and Social Justice” - On display at the 
Frandor Sears Building, Lansing Art Gallery, 
REACH Studio Art Center, Impression 5 Science 
Center and Refugee Development Center. 
artequitylansing.org.

Effective Use of Email - Techniques you can 
adopt to send better emails, hopefully saving 
you time. Registration req. 5 p.m. Eaton Rapids 
Area District Library, 220 S. Main St., Eaton 
Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

GLPS Student Art Showcase & Reception - 
See amazing art, meet the artists and enjoy 
refreshments. 6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-
627-7014. gladl.org.

Good Morning, Mason! – April Edition - Quick-
paced agenda of local news and community up-
dates. 7:15-8:15 a.m. Ingham County Fairgrounds 
Community Building, 700 E. Ash St., Mason. 
517-676-1046. masonchamber.org.

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - Join other 
adult women for fun, exercise, friendship and 
skating practice. 9:30-11:20 a.m. Suburban Ice, 
2810 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. ladiessilver-
blades.org.

LIBRARY BOARD - 7 p.m. City Hall, 114 S. Woodhull 
Road, Laingsburg. laingsburg.us.

LSO at the Robin Theatre: “Planet Earth” - 
Music inspired by the natural world and its con-
servation. Featuring violin, viola, cello and harp. 
7:30 p.m. 1105 S. Washington Ave., Lansing. 
517-487-5001. lansingsymphony.org.

“Mrs. Harrison” - 8 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 517-655-7469. 
williamstontheatre.org.

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah 
Dershem uses monotype and linocut print-
making to explore a lifelong admiration of the 
natural world. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 
1856 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

“Steel Magnolias” - 7 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 
228 Museum Drive, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.

Summer Vibes Karaoke - 7 p.m. Lansing Shuffle, 
325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4619. 
lansingshuffle.com.

Tercer Jueves - The Michigan Hispanic Fund will 
explain the Hispanic Business Excellence pro-
gram and how your business can benefit from it. 
Meet other entrepreneurs and business leaders 
from the area. 5:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner 
St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.
com.

“Tina – The Tina Turner Musical” - 7:30 p.m. 
Cobb Great Hall, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lan-
sing. 517-432-2000. whartoncenter.com.

Upbeat Thursdays with Anthony Taylor Trio - 
Open jam after the show. 7 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 
Turner St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeatev-
ents.com.
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Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com
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OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 22

41st annual Jazz Spectacular
Thursday, April 20-Saturday, April 22

Multiple locations
Michigan State University’s Jazz Spectacular returns this weekend for its 41st 

year, featuring live music performances, a daylong high school band competition, 
swing dancing and a special Finale Concert with Marquis Hill, an internationally 
renowned trumpeter, composer and bandleader.

The festival kicks off 7:30 p.m. Thursday (April 20) with performances by four 
MSU jazz nonet groups at the Fairchild Theatre. Tickets are $12 for adults, $10 for 
seniors (60 and over) and free for students and children under 18.

Friday evening at 8 p.m., the crowd-favorite Swing Dance offers the chance to 
get up and move at the Music Building’s Murray Hall. MSU jazz orchestras, led 
by Jazz Studies director Rodney Whitaker and College of Music faculty member 
Anthony Stanco, will play tunes by jazz greats. Tickets are $12 for adults, $10 for 
seniors and free for students and children.

Jazz at Lincoln Center’s Essentially Ellington Regional High School Jazz Band 
Competition and Festival will run 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, with high school jazz 
bands performing music by Duke Ellington and other big-band composers for a 
panel of Jazz at Lincoln Center clinicians and jazz professionals. The event is 
free and will take place 
throughout the Billman 
Music Pavilion. 

The top-ranking band 
of the day will open the 
Finale Concert 8 p.m. 
Saturday at the Fair-
child Theatre, which 
features performances 
by MSU’s Jazz Orches-
tra I, Hill and other spe-
cial guests. Tickets are 
$25 for adults, $20 for 
seniors and $15 for stu-
dents and children. 

To purchase tickets, 
visit music.msu.edu.
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Volunteer Appreciation Day - Celebrate the 
generosity, time and commitment of The Davies 
Project’s volunteer drivers. The organization 
provides free and reliable transportation to 
medical appointments for seriously ill children, 

pregnant people and parents with a child in the 
NICU. 1-3 p.m. 230 S. Bingham St., Suite 100, 
Lansing. 517-899-2425. thedaviesproject.org.

Friday, April 21
After-School Enrichment Time - Kids can get their 
homework done, use the computers, eat snacks 
and have a great, safe time. 3:30-5:30 p.m. High-
er Ground Community Development Center, 3637 
W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-894-1633.

April Verch and Cody Walters - 7:30 p.m. Univer-
sity United Methodist Church, 1120 S. Harrison 
Road, East Lansing. 517-337-7744. tenpoundfid-
dle.org.

“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” 
MFA Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

“Bright Star” - 8 p.m. Pasant Theatre, 750 E. 
Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 517-432-2000. whar-
toncenter.com.

Bugs & Insects - Ages 2-4. 10 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org.

CADL Adventurer’s Club – Tabletop Games - Play 
a new RPG led by library staff and meet players 
from your community! 6:15-8 p.m. CADL - Mason 
Library, 145 W. Ash St., Mason. 517-676-9088. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/mason.

Clayworks Pottery Show - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Faith 
Church, 2300 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing. 517-
626-1160. clayworkspottery.net.

“Creativity in the Time of COVID-19: Art for 
Equity and Social Justice” - On display at the 
Frandor Sears Building, Lansing Art Gallery, 
REACH Studio Art Center, Impression 5 Science 
Center and Refugee Development Center. 
artequitylansing.org.

Duck Story Time with Donna Collier Rickman 
- Learn about ducks and listen to the author’s 
picture book “Dance, Daddy, Dance Like Duck.” 
6 p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. 
Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-8859. char-
lottelibrary.org.

Dueling Pianos at Lansing Brewing Co. - Sing 
along, have fun with friends or family and watch 
this melodic duel. 7:30 p.m. 518 E. Shiawassee 
St., Lansing. 517-371-2600. lansingbrewingcom-
pany.com.

Fitness Over 50 - The Meridian Township Parks 
and Recreation Stretch and Flex Exercise group 
exercises at Meridian Mall Food Court. 9-10 a.m. 
1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com. 

Mix Pack - 8:30 p.m. The Green Door Bar & 
Grill, 2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-325-
9897. greendoorlive.com.

Mosaic, Campus and Chamber Choir - 8 p.m. 
Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium Road, East 
Lansing. 517-353-5340. music.msu.edu.

“Mrs. Harrison” - 8 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 517-655-7469. 
williamstontheatre.org.

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah 
Dershem uses monotype and linocut print-
making to explore a lifelong admiration of the 
natural world. 10 a.m.- 7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 
1856 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

“Steel Magnolias” - 8 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 
228 Museum Drive, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.

StoopFest Pre-Show - 6 p.m.-midnight. Hunter 
Park, 1400 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. The Ave-
nue, 2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. stoopfest.
org.

TGIF Dinner and Dance - 7 p.m.- midnight. 
Eagle Eye Golf Club & Banquet Center, 15500 
Chandler Road, Bath. 734-604-5095. tgifdance.
com/calendar.

Time2Play - 8 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

“Tina – The Tina Turner Musical” - 8 p.m. Cobb 
Great Hall, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 517-
432-2000. whartoncenter.com.

Saturday, April 22
‘80s Prom - Dance the night away in your ‘80s 
best! Best dressed will be crowned Lansing 
Shuffle prom king and queen. ‘80s-themed 
drinks and music with DJ Face. 7-11 p.m. Lansing 
Shuffle, 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-
4619. lansingshuffle.com.

“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” 
MFA Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.
edu.  

Bookend Art Gallery Silent Auction Deadline - 
Nine watercolor paintings by Josephine Bartha. 
Bidding starts at $10, rising in $1 increments 
(minimum). Auction ends at 3 p.m. Winning 
bidders will be contacted by phone later in the 
day. CADL - Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., 
Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/haslett.

“Bright Star” - 2 and 8 p.m. Pasant Theatre, 
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 517-432-2000. 
whartoncenter.com.

The Corzo Effect - 8:30 p.m. The Green Door 
Bar & Grill, 2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-
325-9897. greendoorlive.com.

Courageous Conversations – Talk That Matters! 
“I Am Greta” & Earth Day Fun - Use your 
handprints to make feathers for an angel wings 
photo op on the side of our pole barn, plant 
some bulbs and be inspired by the movie “I 
Am Greta.” 10 a.m. Unity Spiritual Center of 
Lansing, 2395 Washington Road, Lansing. 517-
371-3010. unitylansing.org.

“Creativity in the Time of COVID-19: Art for 
Equity and Social Justice” - On display at the 
Frandor Sears Building, Lansing Art Gallery, 
REACH Studio Art Center, Impression 5 Science 
Center and Refugee Development Center. 

See Events, Page 23

Events
from page 21

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY 
LEGAL AD NOTICE: TOWNSHIP BOARD 

April 27, 2023

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWNSHIP BOARD SPECIAL MEETING 
April 27, 2023 

The Charter Township of Meridian Township Board will be holding a special meeting at 6:00 
p.m. on Thursday, April 27, 2023 at the Municipal Building Town Hall Room at 5151 Marsh 
Rd., Okemos, MI. The Township Board will be meeting with local schools and government to 
discuss joint projects and interests. The meeting agenda, packet and/or virtual meeting 
credentials will be posted on the Township webpage at www.meridian.mi.us

Deborah Guthrie
Township Clerk                                                       CP#23-094

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Z-1-2023, 4111 Aurelius Road

Rezoning from “MX-1” Neighborhood Mixed-Use Center to “R-2” Suburban Detached 
Residential

The Lansing City Council will hold a public hearing on Monday, May 8, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council Chambers, 10

th Floor, Lansing City Hall, 124 W. 
Michigan Avenue, Lansing, Michigan to consider a request by Keaven Henson and Lindsay 
(Johnson) Henson to rezone 4111 Aurelius Road from “MX-1” Neighborhood Mixed-Use 
Center to “R-2” Suburban Detached Residential.  The purpose of the rezoning is to bring the 
single-family residential use of the property into compliance with the Zoning Ordinance.

For more information, please call Lansing City Council at 517-483-4177. If you are  interested 
in this matter, please attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments 
will be accepted between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., 
Monday, May 8, 2023 at the City Clerk's Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan 
Ave., Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk    
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope CP#23-091

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

SLU-1-2023, 109 E. Randolph Street Special Land Use Permit – Adult Foster Care Small 
Group Home 

The Lansing City Council will hold a public hearing on Monday, May 8, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Tony Benavides Lansing Council Chambers, 10th Floor, Lansing City Hall, 124 W. 
Michigan Avenue, Lansing, Michigan to consider a request by Justin Miller, Looking 
Glass Adult Foster Care for a special land use permit to utilize the building at 109 E. 
Randolph Street a state licensed adult foster care, small group home for up to 12 residents.  

For more information, please call Lansing City Council at 517-483-4177. If you are interested 
in this matter, please attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments 
will be accepted between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., 
Monday, May 8, 2023 at the City Clerk's Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan 
Ave., Lansing, MI 48933  or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk    
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope 

CP#23-092

Lansing Town Hall – Sean Hartley
Monday, April 24

11 a.m.
Eagle Eye Banquet Center
15500 Chandler Road, Bath

Lansing Town Hall, a lecture series founded in 
1953 by local women who sought to bring more cul-
ture to the area, is hosting a talk by Sean Hartley, 
director of Theater@Kaufman, the musical theater 
division of New York City’s Kaufman Music Center. 
He will present an overview of musicals that have 
changed Broadway, with a focus on “Show Boat,” 
“Company,” “Oklahoma!” and “Hamilton.” 

Tickets are $45. To reserve yours, call Margaret 
Hedlund at 517-323-1045. All proceeds support the 
Lansing Symphony Orchestra. To date, Lansing Town 
Hall has donated more than $500,000 to the orchestra.
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Sponsored by 
Soldan’s Pet Supplies

locally owned & operated since 1955
soldanspet.com 

Roselia is an adorable American 
bulldog who was found at a local park. 
She’s an outgoing girl who is ready to do 
whatever it is you’re doing! She would 
love a big backyard and a tolerant male 
friend. (She likes dogs, but her social
skills are lacking.) She always has a big 
smile on her face and will cheer you up 
no matter how your day has gone! 

Chameleon is a friendly male who 
came to the shelter with several other cats when 
their owner lost his home. He’s scared and con-
fused but trying to be brave. He loves cheek rubs 
and will ask for more with nose boops and side 

nice companion for a lucky adopter.

Slowbro is a handsome guy with 
striking looks and a cute milk mustache. 

shelter, he’s settling in nicely and showing his 
true personality. He’s a chirpy, playful kittty 
that will drop everything for a treat! Energetic 
and fun-loving, this guy is ready for his new 
home.

Sponsored by Schuler Books

In Memory of Mimi
Sponsored by City Pulse In Memory of Rodica’s cats.

Sponsored by
Anne & Dale Schrader

Indigo is a handsome hound mix who 
came to the shelter as a stray. He’s an easy-going 
boy who seems to love other dogs (he’s very    
polite with the dogs he’s met so far), and he
should be �ne with sturdy, dog-savvy kids (he’s a
big guy!). He would love a big yard or someone 
who enjoys long walks or hiking on weekends. 

Adopt a pet on this page and Soldan’s will thank you with a $10 gift certificate.  Contact (517) 999-5061 after you adopt.
To adopt one of these pets, visit the ICAS at  600 Buhl St., Mason, 

call (517) 676-8370 to make an appt. or go to ac.ingham.org.

Ingham County Animal Shelter

Lansing
6201 W. Saginaw Hwy.
5016  S. MLK Jr. Blvd.
Okemos
2283 Grand River Ave.
DeWitt
12286 Old U.S. 27
Charlotte
515 Lansing St.

Tuatara is a sweet young pibble who 
came to the shelter as a stray. She is a bit timid 
at �rst, but once she gets comfortable, she turns
into a big, snuggly love bug. She’s looking for 
a quieter home with people that are willing 
to be patient with her and help her build

artequitylansing.org.

Crossroads Resurrection - 7 p.m. UrbanBeat, 
1213 Turner St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. urban-
beatevents.com.

Earth Day Bash at MSU Recycling - Freecycle 
swap, upcycled crafts, recycling and vermicom-
post facilities tour and more. Noon-4 p.m. MSU 
Surplus Store and Recycling Center, 468 Green 
Way, East Lansing. sciencefestival.msu.edu.

Earth Day BioBlitz Exploration - Using smart-
phones and iNaturalist, we’ll find and document 
as many species as possible on the Lansing Riv-
er Trail. All participants receive free admission 
into the zoo and the Party for the Planet event 
at the conclusion of BioBlitz. 9 a.m. Potter Park 
Zoo Main Entrance, 1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., 
Lansing. sciencefestival.msu.edu.

Earth Day Birth Day! - Make a new book from 
old book parts! Free, all ages, supplies and 
instruction provided. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Red Cedar 
Friends Meeting House, 1400 Turner St., Lansing. 
retreadartcom.wordpress.com.

Eaton County Expo 2023 - Booths from busi-
nesses and organizations around Eaton County. 
Entertainment, food and children’s activities. 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Eaton County Fairgrounds, 1025 S. 
Cochran Ave., Charlotte. 517-543-0400. eaton-
countyexpo.com.

Eco-Friendly Multimedia Art - Using found 
papers (like junk mail, maps and book pages), 
reduce waste and add beauty to the world with 
mixed-media artist Steph Joy Hogan. 17+. 10 
a.m. Lansing Art Gallery & Education Center, 
300 S. Washington Square, Suite 100, Lansing. 
517-574-4521. lansingartgallery.org.

Fenner Nature Center Earth Day Extravaganza 
- Identifying and removing invasive species, clip-
ping branches, mulching trails, picking up trash 
and working on several ongoing park projects. 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. 2020 E. Mt. Hope Ave., Lansing. 
517-483-4224. mynaturecenter.org.

Get Wet in the Woods with Vernal Pools! - Look 
and listen for unique invertebrates, amphibians 
and other critters that make these special pools 
their home. 1-3 p.m. Baker Woodlot, Bogue 
Street entrance. sciencefestival.msu.edu.

Hunter Park Earth Day Service Event - Volun-
teers will help us weed, mulch, plant and refresh 
signage in our free public gardens. Registration 

req. 10 a.m.-noon. 500 Clifford St., Lansing. 
sciencefestival.msu.edu.

Jazz at Lincoln Center, Essentially Ellington 
High School Jazz Band Regional Competition - 
High school jazz bands compete and perform 
the music of Duke Ellington and other big-band 
composers. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Billman Music Pavil-
ion, 333 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-353-
5340. music.msu.edu.

Jazz Spectacular Finale Concert - MSU jazz 
artists, Jazz Orchestra I, jazz trumpeter 
Marquis Hill, the Outstanding High School Band 
of the Day from the regional high school band 
competition and other special guests. 8 p.m. 
Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium Road, East 
Lansing. 517-353-5340. music.msu.edu.

Kaleidoscope 2023 Dance Concert - Featuring 
the Habibi Dancers, guest artist Irina Akulenko 
and other guest dance troupes. 8 p.m. Hannah 
Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. 517-303-5369. habibidancers.org.

LAFCU Shred Day - Mobile shredding truck will 
securely destroy personal documents. Drop 
off up to four banker’s boxes of materials. 10 
a.m.-noon. LAFCU West Lansing Branch, 106 
N. Marketplace Blvd., Lansing. 517-622-6600. 
lafcu.com.

“Mrs. Harrison” - 3 and 8 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 517-
655-7469. williamstontheatre.org.

MSU Bike Jamboree 2023 - Guided tours 
around campus, demo rides, bike skills 
lessons, races, obstacle course, bike movie 
fest, light parade and more. Registration req. 
Noon-11 p.m. Bessey Hall, 434 Farm Lane, 
East Lansing. 517-432-3400. facebook.com/
msubikes. 

MSU Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering 
Open House - Hands-on activities and demonstra-
tions! 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Farrall Agricultural Engineer-
ing Hall Machine Shop, 524 S. Shaw Lane, East 
Lansing. sciencefestival.msu.edu.

Party for the Planet 2023 - Explore conserva-
tion issues with hands-on activities, information 
and demonstrations around the zoo. Included 
with regular admission price. Noon-4 p.m. Pot-
ter Park Zoo, 1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. 
517-483-4222. potterparkzoo.org.

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah Der-
shem uses monotype and linocut printmaking 
to explore a lifelong admiration of the natural 
world. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 
W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

Prints and Poetry for Celebrating Species “Delist-
ed” from Endangered Species Status - Participate 
in an interactive workshop to create your own lin-
ocut prints and write poems to celebrate species 
recently removed from the endangered species 
list. Registration req. 1-4 p.m. 409 W. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. 517-355-2370. museum.msu.edu.

Rainbow Homes Annual Silent Auction and Dinner - 
This year’s theme is Superhero Bash! Enjoy dinner, 
entertainment and more than 100 silent auction 
gift baskets. 6 p.m. St. Mary Cathedral, 219 Sey-
mour Ave., Lansing. 517-699-8454. rainbow-homes.
org.

Roadside Attraction - 7 p.m. Williamston Road-
house, 3700 E. Grand River Ave., Williamston. 
517-388-6133. williamstonroadhouse.com.

Sauerkraut dinner and dance - Sauerkraut, roast 
pork, mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, 
spätzle, applesauce, bread and butter and black 
forest cake. Dinner 5-6:30 p.m., music at 6:30. 
Liederkranz Club Lansing, 5828 S. Pennsylvania 
Ave., Lansing. 517-882-6330. facebook.com/lansin-
gliederkranzclub.

SCUM, SMALL ZONE - 8 p.m. Mac’s Bar, 2700 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-484-6795. macsbar.
com.

Spring Recycling Day - Visit recyclerama.org for 
a list of accepted items. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Ingham 
County Health Department, 5303 S. Cedar St., 
Lansing. 517-483-4400. 

“Steel Magnolias” - 8 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 
Museum Drive, Lansing. 517-482-5700. riverwalk-
theatre.com.

StoopFest - Featuring JER, VIAL, Jahshua Smith, 
Teenage Halloween and many more. 12:30 p.m.-1 
a.m. Multiple locations. For a list of venues and set 
times, visit stoopfest.org.

“Tina – The Tina Turner Musical” - 2 and 8 p.m. 
Cobb Great Hall, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 
517-432-2000. whartoncenter.com.

Wine in the Woods - Bring your favorite beverage 
and enjoy a guided walk through the woods. 
After the walk, “unwine” by the campfire and 
enjoy gourmet smores. 21+, registration req. 7 
p.m. Harris Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, 
Okemos. 517-349-3866.

Wooden Plant Vases / Propagation - 10 a.m.-noon. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, 
Lansing. 517-485-8116. impression5.org.

Sunday, April 23
“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” MFA 
Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe Broad 

Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

“Bright Star” - 2 p.m. Pasant Theatre, 750 E. Shaw 
Lane, East Lansing. 517-432-2000. whartoncenter.
com.

Capital Pro Wrestling - 3 p.m. The Fledge, 1300 
Eureka St., Lansing. 517-894-4589. americanluchal-
ibre.com

Downtown Lansing Makers Market & Bar Hop - 
Shop a variety of handmade goods from 30 local 
artists and makers. 1-6 p.m. Lansing Brewing Co., 
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing. MichiGrain Distill-
ery, 523 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing. Capital City 
Market, 600 E. Michigan Ave., Suite 100, Lansing. 
downtownlansing.org/events.

Drawing – Taming the Mind - Join Doug to learn 
about his process for drawing and taming the 
mind! 9:30 a.m. Unity Spiritual Center of Lansing, 
2395 Washington Road, Lansing. 517-371-3010. 
unitylansing.org.

Drum Circle with Greater Lansing Area Drummers 
(GLAD) - 1 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center 
St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.
com.

Eaton County Expo 2023 - Booths from business-
es and organizations around Eaton County. Enter-
tainment, food and children’s activities. 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Eaton County Fairgrounds, 1025 S. Cochran 
Ave., Charlotte. 517-543-0400. eatoncountyexpo.
com.

JUGGLERS AND WOULD-BE JUGGLERS - Jugglers 
meet at the Orchard Street Pump House at 2 
p.m. Sundays. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. 
mikemarhanka@gmail.com.

Karaoke Kickback - Local vendors, food and drink 
specials. 21+. 9 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

Main Stage Revue Burlesque & Comedy Show - 
Complimentary small bites and snacks for all 
guests (no kitchen service). 7:30 p.m. Omar’s 
Showbar, 316 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-371-
4500. omarsshowbar.com.

“Mrs. Harrison” - 2 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 
S. Putnam St., Williamston. 517-655-7469. william-
stontheatre.org.

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah Der-
shem uses monotype and linocut printmaking to 
explore a lifelong admiration of the natural world. 
Noon-4 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River 
Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. framersedge.net.
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Events
from page 23

DNV Energy Servces USA, Inc. s seekng 
an Energy Engneer n Okemos, MI to revew 
and verfy mechancal equpment and 
techncal merts of customer energy 
efficency applcatons, ncludng calculaton 
of energy savngs and verficaton of 
mechancal equpment specficatons. Apply 
onlne or send resume to Denns Rley at 
denns.rley@dnv.com and reference job 
ttle and locaton. 
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“Steel Magnolias” - 2 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 
228 Museum Drive, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.

“Tina – The Tina Turner Musical” - 1 and 6:30 
p.m. Cobb Great Hall, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East 
Lansing. 517-432-2000. whartoncenter.com.

Monday, April 24
After-School Enrichment Time - Kids can get 
their homework done, use the computers, eat 
snacks and have a great, safe time. 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Higher Ground Community Development 
Center, 3637 W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-894-
1633.

Downtown Development Authority meeting - 6 
p.m. Laingsburg City Hall, 114 S. Woodhull Road, 
Laingsburg.

Department of Public Works meeting - 5:30 
p.m. Laingsburg City Hall, 114 S. Woodhull Road, 
Laingsburg.

Family Storytime - Stories, songs, rhymes, 
games, movements and more! 2:30 p.m. Char-
lotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., 
Charlotte. 517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

Fitness Over 50 - The Meridian Township Parks 
and Recreation Stretch and Flex Exercise group 
exercises at Meridian Mall Food Court. 9-10 a.m. 
1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com. 

Gloss Mondays Open Floor - Aspiring drag 
performers showcase their talent. 7-10 p.m. Ur-
banBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. 
urbanbeatevents.com.

Jump Into Reading - Stories, songs, activities 
and therapy dogs. Intended for children ages 
0-5 and their caregivers. 11 a.m. Eaton Rapids 
Area District Library, 220 S. Main St., Eaton 
Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

Lansing Town Hall – Celebrity Lecture Series
- Sean Hartley will present an overview of 
musicals that have changed Broadway, with a 
focus on “Show Boat,” “Company,” “Okla-
homa!” and “Hamilton.” 11 a.m. Eagle Eye 
Banquet Center, 15500 Chandler Road, Bath. 
517-323-1045. lansingsymphony.org.

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah 
Dershem uses monotype and linocut print-
making to explore a lifelong admiration of the 
natural world. Noon-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 
1856 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

Superhero Day - Create a superhero and make 
a cape to go with it. All artistic levels welcome! 
Registration req. 6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area Dis-

trict Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
517-627-7014. gladl.org.

Tuesday, April 25
“Creativity in the Time of COVID-19: Art for Equity 
and Social Justice” - On display at the Frandor 
Sears Building, Lansing Art Gallery, REACH 
Studio Art Center, Impression 5 Science Center 
and Refugee Development Center. artequitylan-
sing.org.

LAGE Game Night East - Variety of board games, 
card games, dice games, cooperative games and 
strategy games. Bring your own or play games 
other people bring. All skill levels welcome. 6:30-11 
p.m. The Junction, 410 S. Clippert St., Lansing. 
meetup.com/lansing/events.

LAGE Game Night West - 6:30-11 p.m. Frank’s Press 
Box, 7216 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. meetup.com/
lansing/events.

Medicare and Estate Planning Basics - 11 a.m. 
Hannah Community Center, Room 235, 819 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing.

Nonprofit Network Open House - In celebration 
of Nonprofit Network’s new office space in 
Lansing, local organizations are invited to join 
an open house for networking with peers. Light 
snacks provided. 4-6 p.m. The Armory, 330 
Marshall St., Lansing. 517-796-4750. nonprofnet-
work.org. 

One More Chapter Book Club - Chat, eat snacks 
and have book-related fun. Grades 2-4. Regis-
tration req. 6 p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 
226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-8859. 
charlottelibrary.org.

Open Mic Night with Scott Seth - 7 p.m. Wil-
liamston Roadhouse, 3700 E. Grand River Ave., 
Williamston. 517-388-6133. williamstonroadhouse.
com.

Preschool Family Storytime - Stories and litera-
cy-enhancing activities for ages 1-6. 11 a.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org. 

“Printmaking in Full Color” - Artist Sarah Der-
shem uses monotype and linocut printmaking to 
explore a lifelong admiration of the natural world. 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand 
River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. framersedge.
net.

Sensory-Friendly Spartan Concert - Chamber 
ensemble concert designed to serve the needs 
of individuals on the autism spectrum. Includes 
interactive music-making activities. 10 a.m. Fair-
child Theatre, 542 Auditorium Road, East Lansing. 
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE 
One of my strangest — and 

most hyper-local — child-
hood memories involves the 
old Lansing City Market. My 
parents would take us there 
on weekends, and while my 
brother and I would try to 
pummel each other with 

apples, incurring the wrath and embarrass-
ment of my mother, our older sister would 
make her way to one of the stalls, where she 
was receiving crocheting lessons. Another 
one of my most on-brand Lansing memories 
is Quality Dairy’s milk in a bag and my dad 
and me going from store to store every Tues-
day until we found one that wasn’t sold out of mint chocolate chip ice cream 
for buy one, get one free ice cream Tuesdays. 

I digress. The old market has been the site of waxing and waning atten-
tion and increasing angst over the past several years. With the opening of 
Lansing Shuffle, I hope the strife can diminish, the businesses are success-
ful and city residents and other interested parties are satisfied 
and find something good to eat. I’ve done my level best to do 
so and have had good luck. 

When I first visited Lansing Shuffle, I was confused about 
parking. Then I realized you can park in the Lansing Center lot 
and have your parking validated. If you’re still nervous about 
that situation, the Lansing Center is directly across the street 
and offers hundreds of safe, well-lit parking spots. 

I had my 5-year-old with me during my first 
visit, as we were fresh off a visit to Impression 5 
Science Center. He eats like a typical 5-year-old 
— we go through an inordinate amount of dino-
saur-shaped chicken nuggets, bananas and Nute-
lla. We carefully, painstakingly perused all of the 
small restaurants within Lansing Shuffle until he 
chose Pasta Rossa (pasta with red sauce) from Os-
teria Vegana ($14) and fries from Browndog at the 
Shuffle ($4.75). 

If you’ve ever interacted with a young child, you 
know they change their minds as frequently as 
they’re physically able to without hurting them-
selves, and within the six minutes it took for the 
pasta to be prepared, Eddie decided he never liked 
pasta and couldn’t believe that I would subject him 
to such a thing. There’s a reason we refer to him 
and his sister as tiny dictators. The pasta made a 
wonderful lunch for me, and I’m excited to have 
more vegan options to try. Eddie ended up eating 
the fries, which were hot and crispy. He would 
have been crazy not to gobble them up. 

I chose the Chicken Tikka Stuffed Bread ($8) 
from Yeti Kitchen, which is essentially chicken tikka masala in a quesadilla. 
It was incredible. The depth of flavor in tikka masala is often imitated but 
rarely duplicated, but I was a sucker for the gentle spice and crispy bread this 
version included. The portion was large, and I ate half with the intention of 
saving the rest for a future meal. What actually happened was that I nibbled 
on the leftovers all afternoon because I couldn’t stop myself. 

I returned to Lansing Shuffle two days later for a lunch meeting. As the 

By BRYAN BEVERLY 
Food halls are a great way to 

taste a variety of cuisines in one 
space. I’ve visited multiple ver-
sions around the country and 
have always wanted one in my 
own neck of the woods. A food 
hall is an upscale food court 
where feasting options are 
more high-end and diverse, yet the communal 
dining experience is open. Readers who are for-
tunate enough to be traveling soon can check out 
locations in New York City (Chelsea Market or 
Grand Central Terminal), Philadelphia (Reading 
Terminal Market), Boston (Faneuil Hall Market-
place), Portland (Pine Street Market) or Atlanta 

(Ponce City Market). 
This year, Lansing welcomed its own food hall into the mix. The brainchild of 

the developers responsible for Detroit Shipping Co., Lansing Shuffle promises 
elevated street food with games, music and entertainment, and it delivers in a 
big way.  

Housed in the perennially controversial former Lansing City 
Market, Lansing Shuffle has an inviting atmosphere; lively vibra-
tions from reggae, soul and rock music; and an ideal location, 
taking advantage of River Trail, Rotary Park and baseball game 
traffic — especially on the warmer days I visited. While it promis-
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lot to take in. The Grand Bar, featuring several Michi-
gan-made beers and craft cocktails, is flanked along the 
perimeter by vendors serving vegan, Thai, Jamaican 
barbecue and Nepali food, plus more. I have to say, I 
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By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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Browndog at the Shuffle, one of Lansing Shuffle’s five 
food stands, offers creative spins on burgers, small-
batch ice cream, several versions of french fries and 
boozy milkshakes.
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By ARI LEVAUX
Springtime’s wild greens are on 

the rise in the woods, 
by the creek, near the 
train tracks and in your 
garden, where they’re 
known as weeds. These 
plants can be intense-
ly bitter and aromatic, 
making them too flavor-
ful for many palates. For 
those who haven’t yet acquired a taste 
for them, turning these greens into 
pes to is a great starting point.

Pesto is a process as much as a reci-
pe. It’s a method of turning greens into 
an Italian-style paste by grinding them 

with garlic, oil, nuts and cheese. These 
ingredients, also robust in flavor, can 
turn the strength of wild greens into an 

asset.
Every region has its 

own array of edible and 
nutritious spring greens. 
I found nettles growing in 
a wild spot near my house 
and dandelions in the gar-
den. So, I decided to make 

dandelion and nettle pesto. Dandelions 
are bitter like a fine IPA, but the pes-
to they make isn’t because their flavor 
is covered up by the other ingredients. 
Nettles have a fruity, metallic flavor. 
Thanks to their prickly nature, it’s best 
to harvest them with scissors and gloves. 

The stingers wilt when cooked — and, 
in the case of pesto, when blended.

This wild pesto is in the spirit of 
old-fashioned spring tonic, a mix of wild 
plant parts traditionally gathered at the 
end of winter in many rural parts of 
America. Back in the day, our pioneering 
and homesteading predecessors survived 
the winter on rations that would dwindle 
to the likes of flour, bacon, potatoes and 
sugar. When winter finally broke after 
months indoors on a white, greasy diet, 
the first hunt of the year for vitamin-rich 
green shoots was an awakening for the 
mind, body and belly.

Foraging helps build a relationship 
between you and your landscape. You see 
the landscape more closely and deeply. 
You find yourself having thoughts like, 
“I’m going to be down in the valley this 
afternoon, where the dandelions will be 
further along and bigger; I should grab 
some.” Whether you find anything to 
eat, the very act of exploring vacant lots, 
river bottoms and random woodlands is 

a reward in itself.
The bitter nature of wild plants is the 

flavor of both medicine and poison. But 
if you’ve done your research properly, 
the bitterness should all be medicinal. 
Or, at the very least, nutritional, as wild 
plants tend to be more nutrient-dense 

of heat. The rice noodles, Thai basil, pep-
pers and onions were bathed in a delicious 
brown sauce. I would have preferred a few 
more shrimp, but the dish was top-notch 
overall. I’ve heard people rave about the 
Crab Rangoon Nachos ($12), and they 
weren’t wrong. I received crispy wonton 
chips loaded with cream cheese, green 
onion and imitation crab meat. The appe-
tizer was then finished with a sweet chili 
sauce, and what I ended up with was an 
incredible fusion of flavors in one bite. 

Best bites 
Irie Smoke Shack is all right with me. 

My tastebuds were transported to tropi-

cal locations and grounded in Southern 
comfort food roots at the same time. 
The tender Shack Signature Beef Ribs 
($23) were slathered in a tantalizing 
mango-guava barbecue sauce and were 
delectable. The Caribbean Corn ($6) 
was an island take on street corn, with 
notes of thyme and clove mixed into 
the creamy sauce. The White Cheddar 
Return of the Mac with brisket ($12) 
had me puzzled — I couldn’t decide 
if I liked the mac and cheese solo or 
with the meat. Both ways were just so 
scrumptious. Finally — and I mean this 
sincerely — run, don’t walk, to try the 
Spicy Cauliflower ($10). Beer-battered, 
deep-fried cauliflower comes robed in a 
mind-blowing tamarind aioli with fres-
co cheese and cilantro. It had me sing-
ing “One love, one heart”! 

She Ate
from page 25

He Ate
from page 25

weather warms up, it’s a perfect 
little walk from downtown, and I 
beelined right back to Yeti Kitchen. 
This time I chose the Tawa Chicken 
Bowl ($15), which consists of pan-
fried marinated chicken with sliced 
bell peppers, onions and rice. I sat 
at the table with my companions, all 
of whom chose and raved about the 
Pad Thai from Kin Thai, slowly de-
vouring every bite of my lunch. 

When I was a student at Cooley 
Law School, my friends and I would 
frequently take a break between 
classes and walk to the previous iter-

ation of the City Market to get gela-
to from Iorio’s. It’s some of the best 
I’ve had in the country, and if you 
want to try it, the business is housed 
in Horrocks Farm Market. Incredi-
bly creamy and dreamy, that scoop 
of coffee gelato was the light at the 
end of every day’s tunnel when I was 
studying for the bar exam. I hav-
en’t yet sampled the ice cream from 
Browndog at the Shuffle, but I’m 
happy to know that on long, sweaty 
summer afternoons, I can put on my 
sunglasses and walking shoes, grab 
Mr. She Ate from his office one block 
away and treat myself to an after-
noon indulgence. Here’s hoping that 
Lansing Shuffle breathes life back 
into an important and once-vibrant 
part of downtown Lansing. 

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best Tacos Best Tacos 
Best Caterer /  Best Caterer /  
Catering ServiceCatering Service2022

2022
BBQBBQ

 Food Food
Signature DishSignature Dish

WingsWings
Caterer/Catering ServiceCaterer/Catering Service

Thank you for            Thank you for            
Voting Us the Best! Voting Us the Best! 

Take a walk on the wild side
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See Flash, Page 35  

FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Courtesy of Ari LeVaux 

For those who haven’t yet acquired 
a taste for wild greens, which can be 
intensely bitter and aromatic, turning 
them into pesto is a great starting point.

See Flash, Page 27

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 20

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 20
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than their domestic counterparts.
Just remember, every would-be for-

ager must assess the grounds at their 
disposal and strategize accordingly. Al-
ways harvest away from trails and don’t 
ever wipe out a location, so the patch 
can recover. If you’re lucky enough to 
have a backyard, explore every square 

inch. Avoid foraging in dog parks, toxic 
waste dumps and close to roads. Just as 
important, remember that the food we 
gather has not been vetted for edibility 
like grocery store food. Make sure you 
know what it is you’re gathering. Now-

adays, there are apps that can identify 
plants. If you’re old-fashioned, you can 
use a book. Either way, foraging in the 
modern age is still foraging, and the 
wild foods of spring are just as wild as 
ever.

Wild pesto
Pesto is one of the tastier ways 

to consume strongly flavored green 
plants. Today’s pesto is made with 
dandelions and nettles, which create a 
thick, aromatic sauce. Feel free to sub-
stitute any number of wild greens or 
weeds, like lambsquarters, watercress 
or chickweed. You can also add basil, 
parsley and other domestic herbs.

Makes 8 servings
2 tablespoons chopped garlic
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup olive oil
1/2 cup almonds (or pine nuts)
1/2 cup grated Parmesan or 
Romano cheese

Zest of a lemon and 2 tablespoons 
of juice
4 cups chopped dandelion greens, 
spotlessly clean
5 3-inch nettle tips (or other greens)
Add the garlic, salt, oil, almonds, 

cheese, lemon juice and zest to a 
blender and blend until combined. 
Carefully add the greens, a few at a 
time, until the mixture is a smooth, 
green paste.

Toss your pesto with piping hot 
noodles, which will cook the garlic 
just a tad. I like to stir in some sauteed 
greens as well.

Refrigerate the leftovers for up to a 
week or freeze them for up to a year.

Flash
from page 26

Appe WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? 
CALL 517-999-5064

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF 
LANSING’S FOOD TRUCKS.
Serving the Lansing community for 13 
years, we extend an invitation to all those 
to give us a try to find out why we were 
voted the best food truck in Lansing’s 
2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

GUY FIERI APPROVED!
We were featured on Food Network’s 
Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried 
home-style classics and fresh seafood are 
some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got the 
classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken 
wings, exotic fare, like frog legs and alligator 
tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING PLANNING COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearing to be held by the East Lansing 
Planning Commission on Wednesday, May 10, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the East Lansing 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823.

Request from the applicant, Hagan Realty, LLC, to rezone seven parcels totaling 
1.854 acres located at 135 Burcham (PN 33-20-02-07-313-010), 709 Grove Street 
(PN 33-20-02-07-313-009), 715 Grove Street (PN 33-20-02-07-313-008), 725 Grove 
(PN 33-20-02-07-313-007), 743 Grove Street (PN 33-20-02-07-313-006), 755 Grove 
Street (PN 33-20-02-07-313-005), 765 Grove Street (PN 33-20-02-07-313-004) from  
R-2 (Medium Density Single-Family Residential District) to RM-32 (City Center 
Multiple-Family Residential District). 

The public may attend and participate at all meetings in person or electronically.  Please 
contact the Director of Planning, Building, and Development or visit the City’s public meeting 
portal for electronic meeting access information:

Tim Dempsey – Director of Planning, Building, and Development
410 Abbot Road

East Lansing, MI 48823
517.319.6887 or tdempse@cityofeastlansing.com

https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ 

For more information on the request please contact the Director of Planning, Building, and 
Development at the contact info above.  Materials related to the request are available for 
viewing at the Department of Planning, Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 
410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or on 
the City’s website located at www.cityofeastlansing.com/currentapplications.  Written 
comments may be sent prior to the public hearing to the Planning Commission, City of East 
Lansing, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan, 48823, or by email to 
coelplanningcommission@cityofeastlansing.com.

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services must 
contact the City Manager’s Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 319-6920 
(TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at nmostel@cityofeastlansing.com. 

This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in compliance with 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

Marie E. Wicks
City Clerk  

CP#23-088

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE
CITY OF LANSING'S PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 

2023/2024 BUDGET

The City Council of the City of Lansing will conduct a Public Hearing on Monday, 
May 8, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. in the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council Chambers 
on the 10th Floor of Lansing City Hall located at 124 W. Michigan Ave., on the proposed City 
of Lansing Fiscal Year 2023/2024 budget and capital improvements. 
The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support the proposed 
budget will be a subject of this hearing.

The proposed budget is available for public inspection on weekdays, in the City Clerk's 
Office, 9th floor City Hall, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

All persons desiring to express an opinion about the proposed city budget, the tax rate, 
or proposed capital improvements are invited to attend this public hearing or 
submit written comments. 

If you are interested in this matter, please attend the public hearing or send a 
representative. Written comments will be accepted between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City 
business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the Public Hearing at the 
City Clerk's Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48933 
or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      

www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope CP#23-093

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: Text Amendment #2022-16

(Township Board)

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Text Amendment #2022-16 (Township Board)
Intent to Adopt

The Township Board at its regular meeting on April 4, 2023 approved for introduction and 
subsequent adoption Ordinance 2022-16 to update and modernize the Sign Ordinance for 
the Township.

A complete copy of the amendment may be viewed at the Community Planning and Develop-
ment office, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198 (phone 517-853-4560), 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Deborah Guthrie
Township Clerk CP#23-096
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All Stores 04/17 through 04/23

FREE BUNDLE BAGS FOR FIRST CUSTOMERS
ON 4/20 AT ALL LOCATIONS

GIVING AWAY A POUND!
16 WINNERS | 16 OUNCES | ALL LOCATIONS

Carts & Concentrates 

Other

Flower

20% O� All
Kush Masters Hash Rosin

4/$100
Dazed Live Resin
Baller Bucket

4/$100
Dazed Live Resin
Baller Bucket

4/$100
Pro Gro Live Resin
1g Disposable

4/$100
Pro Gro Live Resin
1g Disposable

3/$100
Pro Gro x Skunkhouse
Rosin 1g Disposable

Pro Gro Live Resin
3/$100
Pro Gro x Skunkhouse
Rosin 1g Disposable

4/$40
Dazed Live ResinPro Gro x Skunkhouse
4/$40
Dazed Live Resin

3/$24
Pro Gro 200mg Gummies

BOGO
Dixie Gummies
BOGO
Dixie Gummies

Buy 2 Get 1
Wyld Gummies

3/$20
Midnight Roots 200mg
Full Moon Coins

2/$20
Northern Lights
2/$20
Northern Lights

420 420 420
420 420 420 420

For use by individuals 21 years of age or older or registered qualifying patients only. Keep out of reach of children.
It is illegal to drive a motor vehicle while under the influence of marijuana. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.

TICKET GIVEAWAY!
SIDE LINE CLUB TICKETS TO MSU VS MICHIGAN FOOTBALL

PAIR OF TICKETS TO A CONFERENCE GAME MSU BASKETBALL

4/$60
Pro Gro
Mix & Match Reg. Buds

8/$100
Pro Gro
Mix & Match Reg. BudsMix & Match Reg. BudsMix & Match Reg. Buds

$4.20
Pro Gro 1g Pre-Roll
(Individuals)
Pro Gro 1g Pre-Roll

10 for $42.00
Pro Gro 1g Pre-Roll
(Bulk Deal)

8/$20
Goldkine 1g Pre-Roll
(Non-Infused)

2/$65
Jeeter XL

2/$90
Jeeter Babies

Mix & Match Reg. Buds

8/$100
Pro Gro

2/$65
Jeeter XL

Mix & Match Reg. BudsMix & Match Reg. Buds

2/$90
Jeeter Babies

Pro Gro
Mix & Match Reg. Buds

2/$65 2/$90
Jeeter BabiesGoldkine 1g Pre-Roll

2/$65
Jeeter XL
2/$65
Jeeter XL
2/$65
Jeeter XL

5/$100
Tango Jack

Buy 2 Get 1 Free
Goldkine


