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Elissa Slotkin works for mid-Michigan
She’s working to defend and expand Michigan’s 
middle class by:

Bringing manufacturing back to Michigan. Slotkin helped write the new 
law that brings microchip manufacturing back to the United States, and 
away from Asia, to strengthen supply chains and protect our auto industry.

Taking on Big Pharma to lower the cost of prescription drugs. Elissa 
passed real laws that put a cap on the costs seniors pay for drugs, and 
finally allow Medicare to negotiate for lower drug prices.

Learn more: elissaforcongress.com

Getting corporate money out of politics. Elissa has never taken a cent 
of corporate PAC money and is leading legislation to ban Members of 
Congress from trading stocks.

Paid for by Elissa Slotkin for Congress
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understanding that while vio-
lent crime might be down this 
year, we've seen steady rising 
crime. We know that our de-
partment was gutted after the 
recession. We know that our 
firefighters need better gear 
and off-gassing opportunities 
to prevent cancer. So we have 
to do something about it. And 
so this, I think, is that oppor-
tunity. 

Would you have supported 
Lansing becoming a sanctuary 
city for undocumented immi-
grants, even if your constitu-
ents disagreed with you? 

Kost: I would've voted no 
on it because there were fed-
eral dollars that we would've 
lost here in the city, money in 
our budget that hurts citizens, 
literally will hurt citizens. 
That would be a major, major 
hole in our budget. So yes. Am 
I a robot that says that every 
vote will get every voice? No. 
There are issues where I do 

have to stand up. 
Daniels: To pretend that immigrants 

still aren't under attack, ask Martha's 
Vineyard. The reality is that nation-
wide, this is still very much an issue. 
Losing federal dollars because of be-
coming a sanctuary city is obviously a 
risk. I personally won't sell out my mor-
al belief that protecting immigrants is 
and should be a top priority. Being a 
sanctuary city and 
having an idea of 
how to handle il-
legal immigration 
is a whole other 
topic, but I would 
support sanctuary 
city, personally, I 
understand the uproar. I understand 
that it's not easy, and I understand that 
it's a complicated decision. But I per-
sonally would not be able to sleep at 
night if I pretended that America isn't 
capable and that we, as a community, 
aren't capable of figuring out how to 
take care of people. 

— TODD HEYWOOD 
For the full conversation, visit Lan-

singCityPulse.com.  
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Meet Brian Daniels and 
Ryan Kost, who are run-
ning to represent the First 
Ward on the Lansing City 
Council on Nov. 8. 

Daniels, 36, served in 
Iraq where he was injured. 
As part of his journey to 
heal from his physical and 
psychic wounds, he found 
boxing his salve. He grew 
up in the Lansing area, at-
tended Grand Ledge Pub-
lic Schools and joined the 
Army. He returned to Lan-
sing with his family and 
started a gym featuring 
boxing as the key activity. 
He was appointed to the 
City Council in February to 
fill a seat left empty when 
former Councilmember 
Brandon Betz resigned. 

“I want to give him a 
chance to complete the 
partial term,” said Lansing 
Mayor Andy Schor on  his 
endorsement of Daniels. “I 
appreciate that he can work with me, 
but at the end of the day he will do what 
he thinks is necessary. That’s OK.”  

Kost, 34, is a fourth-generation Lan-
sing resident and son of a retired Ing-
ham County sheriff's deputy. He spends 
his days working for the Michigan De-
partment of Health and Human Ser-
vices, and his off time as a one-man 
park improvement team. He’s also on 
the board of Foster Your Neighborhood, 
The Eastside Neighborhood Organiza-
tion and the Friends of Bancroft Park. 
The Council interviewed him for the 
empty First Ward seat in February, but 
he didn’t garner enough votes to move 
forward in selection.  

Leslie Arnell, a resident near Bancroft 
Park, said she was disappointed by the 
times she has interacted with Daniels. 
As a result she’s backing Kost.  

“It was a perfect storm for me,” said 
Arnell, explain that Daniels “just doesn’t 
represent my voice. Ryan just gets things 
done, by ignoring and going around the 
bureaucracy and red tape. I like that.” 

Both men are fighting to serve on 
Council for one year representing an 
area that roughly spans from Sheridan 

See P. 10 for 
City Pulse’s  
endorsement          
in this race. 

First Ward Lansing City Council candidates differ on issues 

Road on the north the Grand River 
on the west to Red Cedar River on the 
south and the city of East Lansing to the 
east.  

City Pulse editor and publisher Berl 
Schwartz and this reporter spent an 
hour in discussion with both men last 
week. Here’s a truncated version of the 
conversation.  

Do you support the Lansing Board of 
Water & Light proposed rate increase 
in electricity and water? And would you 
support renegotiating rates for larger 
employers like GM? 

Kost: Just like other residents, I’m 
upset about it. I’ve seen some numbers 
that they have published and the rea-
sons why. I would not favor raising this. 
I’m not anti-business, but at some point 
we have to stop putting all the water 
that we carry on the backs of my neigh-
bors and Brian’s neighbors and your 
guys’ neighbors. It is too heavy a burden 
to carry  

Daniels: I obviously don't support 
the increases. I think that the people 
of Lansing are already having to make 
tough decisions every day, and adding 
these increased utility bills isn't neces-

sarily going to make life easier. I think 
that we should be negotiating with the 
bigger organizations in the city to give 
the city more money and to help sup-
port these finances so that it doesn't 
come down to us. I think that the Board 
of Water & Light does offer, compared 
to other utilities in the area, lower rates, 
but that doesn't mean that they should 
automatically get to jump like a large 
rate jump. 

What is your perspective on Mayor 
Andy Schor’s $175 million bond propos-
al for public safety?

Kost: I am against it a hundred per-
cent. There's many reasons why. One of 
them is this whole campaign. I have told 
people, it's your voice, not mine. And 
people have very strongly said they do 
not want to build this, not because they 
don't want more police officers or our 
firefighters to have the proper equip-
ment. They can't afford another tax in-
crease on their property taxes.  

Daniels: I actually do support this 
because I think that it's necessary, not 
only from the presentations that we've 
seen, the ride-alongs that I've gone 
on and speaking with the officers, but 

Brian Daniels (left) and Ryan Kost working the doors on Saturday afternoon on Francis Avenue on Lan-
sing’s east side as they compete for a seat on the Lansing City Council. 
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the next morning.” 
What would it take for an East Lan-

sing Artspace to become reality? 
East Lansing Mayor Pro Tem Jessy 

Gregg is the liaison between the city and 
residents who have been exploring the 
possibility of having an Artspace com-
plex built. 

The concept has passed through the 
first phase of inquiry. Whether it will 
advance to the next phase, Gregg said, 
will depend on whether the Council is 
willing to spend an additional $30,000 
beyond what it has already disbursed. 

Gregg said she was already acquaint-
ed with ArtSpace, having grown up 
along the Minnesota-North Dakota 
border and graduated from Hamline 
College in St. Paul. 

ArtSpace’s first three complexes were 
built in St. Paul in the early 1990s. By 
sheer coincidence, Gregg — herself an 
art major — had friends who moved into 
Artspace buildings after graduation. 

While she is familiar with the proj-
ects, Gregg said she was not part of the 
group who did the preparatory work for 
a potential East Lansing complex. 

“They’ve got a pretty elaborate process 

for determining if they want to work with 
a community, and it puts a lot of the own-
ership on the community,” Gregg said.  

East Lansing resident Elinor Hol-
brook was part of a group who worked 
with Artspace staff who visited East 
Lansing in the summer of 2021. 

The group, she said, “was impressed 
by the overwhelming positive response 
from local leadership, the Arts Commu-
nity and city residents to the prospect of 
attainable live/work lofts for artists in our 
downtown and the resultant economic 
ballast they provide,” Holbrook said. 

A preliminary feasibility study com-
pleted by Artspace is available under 
Economic Development at www.cityo-
feastlansing.org. 

“After visiting well-established 
Artspace sites in Minneapolis and Seat-
tle and talking to artists living and work-
ing there,” Holbrook said, “I hope there 
will continue to be discussions regarding 
Artspace in our City of the Arts, particu-
larly with surrounding neighborhoods.” 

The city is required to continue to 
buy into the process at different stages, 
she continued, which includes provid-
ing money for studies. The first phase 
consisted of market analysis by  inviting 
Artspace staff to town, having them in-
teract with residents and determining 
whether there is community interest. 

A large part of the activity on 
Artspace’s side, Gregg said, is determin-
ing whether there is enough community 
interest to move forward. The city must 
also assess whether there is enough 
community support to foot the bill for 
the next phase. 

That next level, Gregg said, would an-
swer questions like what size building to 
build and what an appropriate month-
ly rent would be. The next-level study 
would likely be an additional $30,000 
and would include figuring out what 
resources the city already possesses and 
what it still needs. 

Each level of study takes around two 
months to complete, Gregg said.  

There are two central concerns with 
such a project: Where do you locate it, 
and where do you find the estimated $5 
million needed to build it? 

There are a couple of city-owned par-
cels in the area around Valley Court 
Park that offer potential.  

Gregg said the small brick building 
which has long housed the ALFA (Ac-
tive Living for Adults) program would 
be a candidate for redevelopment, rath-
er than repair or remodeling, plus there 
are other parcels purchased by the city’s 
Downtown Development Authority 
that have yet to be fully utilized.  

The city has a memorandum of un-
derstanding with East Lansing’s River-
Caddis Development on those proper-
ties, however, and would have to reach 
an agreement with RiverCaddis if it 
wanted to develop them instead. 

It’s not just about the money, howev-
er, but ways in which an artist can be-
come part of their adopted community. 

“All of the grand talking about public 
art and placemaking is very frequently 
focused on the observer of that art, as op-
posed to the creator of that art,” Gregg said. 

“Artspace – part of their philosophy is 
putting artists first and making sure the 
artist’s quality of life informs the space, 
rather than the community consuming 
the artwork that’s created. 

“Art is not always seen as a commod-
ity, but it is a commodity, so the people 
who are producing it need to be paid for 
their work.” 

— DAWN PARKER

In the not-too-distant future, fledg-
ling artists here may get the support 
they need to spread their wings through 
a space in East Lansing where they can 
both live and work comfortably. 

ArtSpace, a nonprofit organization, 
has its roots in Minneapolis, where it be-
gan in 1979. Since then, the concept has 
spread throughout the country to many 
cities much larger than East Lansing. 

Elsewhere in Michigan, there is an 
ArtSpace complex in downtown Dear-
born. The city’s website describes a com-
plex with 53 living/working units intend-
ed for low-income residents, although 
preference is given to working artists. 

The first artists moved into the City 
Hall complex in Dearborn in 2016 and 
quickly found themselves surrounded 
by inspiration. 

“Being here and living in my studio, 
I can change my mind,” artist Moni-
ca Cavacece Feliciano told Metromade 
magazine in 2019. 

“I can get up one morning and work 
on a painting and put it aside for a mo-
ment and then go back to it. I can leave 
everything out and not have to pack it 
all away every night and pull it back out 

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION
EFFECTIVE

MEDIATION

Photo by Dawn Parker 

The building which hosts the Active 
Living for Adults program at Valley 
Court Park in East Lansing could host 
an Artspace complex.

Is there space for ArtSpace in East Lansing? Maybe. 
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Elect Gabrielle Lawrence
Democrat for Ingham County Commission 

th10  District

Paid for by The Committee to Elect Gabrielle Lawrence, 2313 Northampton Way, Lansing, MI 48912.

We don’t virtue signal, we just speak on uncomfortable truths, 
and tell you where we side on issues that are important to us. 
We are triggered by much of the news, but not by your hateful 
comments or voicemails. I save them as fuel for future ads. It 
would be better, if instead of using profanity and screaming, 
you’d actually try to have a conversation. We may not change 
each other’s minds, but at least we could be civilized and act 
like adults. You don’t want to use our services? Than you 
should thank us for showing who we are and save both of us 
some time and energy. It’s a free country, if you don’t like our 
platform, than don’t hire us. There are a lot of people who 
think mixing business and politics is bad, but I think it’s my 
patriotic duty to use my platform to speak on what many are 
afraid to say. Maybe the reason things are so divided is 
because people have become too comfortable spewing hate, 
and if many would’ve spoke up sooner, maybe people 
wouldn’t be so comfortable today.  Silence is apathy. Apathy 
is lethal. #blacklivesmatter

LANSING — The installation of a 
state-of-the-art street lighting system 
on Belle Isle – located on the Michigan 
side of the Detroit River across from 
Windsor, Ontario – was a major step 
forward in saving energy and electricity 
while improving safety for visitors. 

Now five years later, a new study says 
computer optimization modeling could 
lead to even further savings and other ben-
efits, such as fewer crashes, for communi-
ties that upgrade their street light systems.  

In 2017, Detroit’s Public Lighting Au-
thority replaced 506 high-pressure sodi-
um lights with 193 solar-powered lights for 
Belle Isle’s major roads and intersections.  

New computer modeling shows the 
number of replacement lights could 
have been as low as 170 while providing 
maximum coverage on the 987-acre is-
land and saving about $100,000 on new 
poles and operating costs, according to 
the study by researchers at the Univer-
sity of Toledo, Metro Engineering Solu-
tions in Livonia, which designed and 
installed Belle Isle’s replacement lights, 
Southern Illinois University and China’s 
Wuhan University in China. 

Belle Isle was established as a city 
park in 1845 and became a state park 
in 2014 under a 30-year lease. Major 
attractions include the Belle Isle Aquar-
ium, Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conser-

Belle Isle study lights way for 
saving energy and electricity 
vatory, Belle Isle 
Nature Center 
and Dossin Great 
Lakes Museum. 

It drew 5.2 mil-
lion visitors in 
fiscal year 2021, 
according to the 
Department of 
Natural Resourc-
es (DNR), which 
manages the park. 

“We would like 
more people to be 
aware of this op-
timization model, especially nontechnical 
people who may not be aware of these tools,” 
said study coauthor Yue Zhang, an associate 
professor in the Department of Information 
Operations and Technology Management 
at the University of Toledo. 

The planning process considers such 
factors as height and spacing of lamp 
posts, type of road surface, glare, and 
coverage distance. For example, street 
lights should cover the centerline of ev-
ery road and at least two lights should 

cover intersec-
tions, according 
to the study. 

The study, re-
cently published 
in the “Interna-
tional Journal of 
Geo-Information,” 
emphasized soci-
etal payoffs from 
more effective street 
lighting beyond 
economic and ener-
gy savings and im-
proved traffic safety. 

“Street lighting plays an indispens-
able role in supporting economic, social 
and environmental activities,” it said. 
“There are profound perceived benefits 
for human well-being, such as increas-
ing opportunities for economically pro-
ductive activity, energy-saving activity 
and social interaction activity.” 

Street lighting, it continued “reduces 
time consumption for work and social 
activities, facilitates leisure and recre-
ational activities and reduces crime and 

vehicle accident rates.” 
Replacement lighting in Belle Isle Park 

benefits public safety there, said Ed Golder, 
a DNR public information officer. 

However, he said, “the presence of 
personnel from the DNR Law Enforce-
ment Division and the State Police has 
had a more significant impact.” Most 
of DNR’s enforcement activity there re-
lates to traffic violations. 

The University of Toledo’s Zhang said 
mathematical optimization methodolo-
gy has been used in manufacturing for 
decades, but his team’s work integrates 
it with geographic information systems, 
or GIS, for large-scale applications such 
as street lighting planning. 

It’s the “science of better,” he said. 
Had the same planning approach 

been implemented citywide when the 
authority rebuilt Detroit 65,000 street 
lights in 2016, that savings would have 
been at least $28 million, the study said. 

The intensity of the savings is quite 
significant, the study said, and the extra 
money could have been used for oth-
er projects, such as improved lighting 
in specific areas or “places with a high 
crime rate, where the incidence of traf-
fic accidents is high or where there are 
many pedestrians at night.” 

— ERIC FREEDMAN 
Capital News Service

Visit Detroit 

Belle Isle, where state-of-the-art lighting 
was installed five years ago. A new study 
says computer optimization modeling could 
lead to even further savings and other ben-
efits, such as fewer crashes, for communi-
ties that upgrade their street light systems.  
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Frandor is kicking out CATA in three 
weeks because the shopping center’s 
management says bus shelters and 
some riders pose “many safety concerns 
for our customers and employees.” 

"Lansing Police are not effectively 
helping us with vagrancy, public intox-
ication/open container, aggressive pan-
handling, public urination and other 
major incidents at these stops,” Patrick 
Corr, president of Corr Commerical 
Real Estate, which manages Frandor, 
told the Capital Area Transportation 
Authority. 

As a result, the company  has end-
ed an agreement to allow the publicly 
funded transportation agency to run 
its routes through its property, effective 

Berl Schwartz/City Pulse 

A CATA bus in Frandor Shopping Center on 
Monday evening. 

Frandor evicts CATA over safety concerns about shelters and riders 
Oct. 17. The 1, 13 and 15 routes cross 
there. CATA will remove its two bus 
shelters, leaving cement pads. 

 Corr notified CATA in a letter dated 

Aug. 1. The letter, however, was sent 
to the agency’s downtown bus station, 
instead of the business offices located 
on Tranter Street in south Lansing. As 

a result, CATA didn’t find out 
until Aug. 17, setting in motion 
two months’ notice to end the 
agreement.  

The letter provides no details 
for Corr’s decision. However, in 
a follow-up email on Aug. 30 
from Corr to Dustin Hagfors, 
CATA’s director of planning 
and development, Corr ex-
plained his decision. 

“As we discussed, there have 
been many safety concerns for 
our customers and employees 

that are not being addressed,” he wrote.
“Unfortunately, the changes to vari-

ous laws/ordinances the City have put 
in place have greatly hindered the abili-
ty of police to affect significant progress. 
The Cata shelters are being used as a 
‘safe haven’ from LPD and our secu-
rity staff and, almost daily, are used as 
a roof over their heads for the purpose 
of sleeping, living, drinking and loiter-
ing. And, when called, the police do not 
remove them from the property for the 
above referenced issues we continue to 
have here. Also, when violators find out 
LPD won’t remove them, it emboldens 
them and word spreads. Usually, the 
police just let someone get on the bus….
and they sometimes return the same 
day by bus.” 

Corr claimed LPD has been called 
“over 150” times by mall staff and retail-
ers.  

“A majority of those calls involved the 
two bus stops in one way or another,” 
Corr wrote to Hagfors. “The stops have 
become a conduit in addition to a hang-
out for these individuals.” 

He did not respond Monday to a 
phone message left at his office in 
Frandor.   

Lansing Mayor Andy Schor said con-
cerns about the shelters were first raised 
in February. In meetings with the police, 
he was told there had been one report to 
the Lansing Police Department. He said 
he spoke with Corr, and he was set on 
the end of the bus shelters and stops in 
Frandor’s interior.  

“He was clear that they needed to go,” 
Schor said. “There were homeless peo-
ple living in the shelters. People who 
worked in Frandor or shopped and used 
the bus complained. We can’t have a 
police officer stationed there 24 hours 
a day. If they want they could trespass 
people, but that’s not really what the of-
ficers want to be dealing with.” 

Despite Corr’s expressed concerns 
about panhandling, it’s legal. In Aug. 
2013, the U.S. 6th Circuit Court of Ap-
peals upheld a decision by a Western 
District of Michigan Court Judge Rob-
ert Jonker that found the state’s pan-
handling law violated the First Amend-
ment, reported MLive.com.   

Schor said ultimately the issues Fran-
dor was struggling with are present in 
other parts of the city. He pointed his fin-
ger at an inadequate safety net, particu-
larly for the area’s homeless population.  

“Many of the people who are home-
less are struggling with substance 
abuse issues,” he said. “And as you 
know our shelter system just isn’t set 

See CATA, Page 13
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Grand Ledge Public Schools 
must pay former superinten-
dent Brian Metcalf nearly 
$880,000 to buy out what was 
left of his contract when he was 
fired and for compensatory 
damages. The settlement, ne-
gotiated by an arbitrator, will 
likely be higher because for-
mer Michigan Supreme Court 
Justice Robert Young Jr. also 
directed the district to pay Met-
calf ’s legal fees, which have yet 
to be determined. In his 58-
page written finding, Young 

said the process used by the district’s Board of Education to fire 
Metcalf for comments he made about George Floyd “was fatally 
tainted and pretextual” and the decision “was made in bad faith.” 

A portion of Lake Lansing Road could shrink from four 
to three lanes next year under work the Ingham Coun-
ty Road Department is considering. According to the Lan-
sing State Journal, a virtual public hearing on the project will 
be held via Zoom at 5 p.m. Oct. 4. The milling and resurfacing 
project is planned for 2023 on Lake Lansing Road from Abbot 

Road to Hart Street, west 
of Hagadorn Road, on the 
border between Meridian 
Township and East Lan-
sing. The roughly mile-long 
section of road is four lanes, 
two in each direction. The 
road department proposes 
converting the four lanes to 
three: one in each direction, 

a third for a center left turn lane and adding paved nonmotor-
ized paths on each side of the three-lane road. 

A new report shows teen-
age traffic deaths, already on 
the rise, are at their highest 
number in close to a decade. 
As seen on WLNS, Zutobi’s lat-
est report shows the number 
of teen road deaths increased 
by 19.5% in 2020 to 2,966 fa-
talities. The most common age group dying in crashes is                                         
15- to 20-year olds. Officials say the most common distrac-
tion for young drivers is their phone. According to Zutobi’s 
report, speaking on the phone increases your risk of a crash by 
two times and texting increases it by up to six times.  

An outstanding warrant for the 
crimes of torture and domestic 
violence resulted in the arrest 
Monday of a Williamston man by 
the Ingham County Prosecutor’s 
Office. As reported by Fox 47 News, 
according to a news release from the 
Williamston Police Department, this 
arrest is in connection to an ongoing 

investigation into a suspicious death that occurred in May 
2021. The Michigan State Police Fugitive Team and the Mich-
igan Intelligence Operations Center assisted Williamston po-
lice in the arrest and the ongoing investigation, the statement 
said, and “additional charges may be filed in the future.” 

Gas prices across the United States are ticking up again.  
For nearly 100 days, gas prices across the country have steadily 

declined after crossing the $4 mark in spring, but that streak has 
come to an end. Closer to home, Michiganders are encouraged 
not to drive with an empty gas tank because running on vapors 
can eventually burn out your fuel pump. “It can cause that fuel 
pump to get too hot,” mechanic Thor Taylor said. “When that lev-

el gets below a quarter of a tank, 
the pump is exposed to regular air. 
If you run it like that over a long 
period of time, that can cause the 
pump to burn up and shorten the 
life of the fuel pump.” 

Charlotte is looking to hire 
a fire chief for the second time in six months. Chief Mark 
Jordan, chosen by Charlotte City Council in June, stepped 
down due to medical issues, City Manager Erin LaPere said 
in an email. As reported by the Lansing State Journal, the 
city is accepting applications for the job through the end of 
September and plans to review 
candidates starting next month. 
It’s been an eventful year for the 
department, which is staffed by 
six full-time firefighters and 22 
on-call, volunteer firefighters. 
In March, all then-23 volunteer 
firefighters resigned from their 
jobs citing differences with the 
city government, and then-Fire Chief Robert Vogel departed 
one day later. After two weeks of meetings and deliberations, 
all volunteers were reinstated. 

A Bennington Township man accused of killing a man 
and eating part of his body more than two years ago in 
Shiawassee County recently pleaded guilty to two crim-
inal charges, including open murder. According to the 
Lansing State Journal, Mark Latunski, then 50, was charged 
after the body of 25-year-old Kevin Bacon, of Swartz Creek, 
was found hanging in the basement of Latunski’s home on 
West Tyrrell Road on Dec. 28, 2019, authorities said. Bacon 
had been reported missing three days earlier. Court records 
show Latunski pleaded guilty to charges of open murder 
and mutilation and disinterment of a body. An open mur-
der charge encompasses first-degree murder, second-degree 
murder and manslaugh-
ter. Shiawassee County 
Circuit Judge Matthew 
Stewart will determine 
which of those crimes 
were committed in a 
hearing Oct. 18 and Oct. 
19, attorneys said. A sep-
arate sentencing hearing 
will follow. 
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding  

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

DESIGN
FOR

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN &  
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

BY DAWN PARKER

 

919 E. Saginaw St., Lansing 

Standing near the busy intersec-
tion of Pennsylvania Avenue and 
East Saginaw Street is a two-story 
building with boarded-up windows 
and apparent structural damage 
on the upper, back side. This 1904, 
1,368-square-foot single-family 
home is in a commercial zone and 
owned by developer Harry Hepler. 

Hepler is behind the renovations 
of several historic properties in the 
city as well as the redevelopment of 
the former MotorWheel factory site 
— turning it from a blighted and 
abandoned factory to apartments. 
He said he bought the property 
in a foreclosure sale two years ago 
and is planning community devel-
opments in the surrounding area. 
The house, he said, will serve as 
an anchor to those improvements. 
But he’s not been inside the prop-
erty to assess its structural stability. 
All that’s been done to the property 
is boarding it up to protect it from 
vandals and prevent anyone from 
being harmed who might try to 
sleep in it. “Keep on eye on it,” he 
said. “I will let you know when we 
have things ready to go. 

— TODD HEYWOOD 
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

 

OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our weekly 
look at some of the seedier properties in 
Lansing. It rotates with Eye Candy of the 
Week and Eye for Design. Have a sug-
gestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com  
or call in a nomination at 517-999-5061.
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Lansing’s First Ward has had uneven representation on the City Council for 
decades, culminating in Brandon Betz’s resignation after the Council censored 
him for his abusive verbal treatment of Lansing activist Michael Lynn Jr. The 
Council appointed Brian Daniels, who has emerged as a thoughtful, articulate 
and progressive Council member. We encourage voters in the northeast section 
of the city to elect him 
on Nov. 8. 

Those voters are for-
tunate in that they have 
two good choices in the 
General Election. Ryan 
Kost, who ran second to 
Daniels in the nonpar-
tisan August primary 
election, has proved his 
dedication to his com-
munity. He serves on the 
boards of the Eastside 
Neighborhood Organi-
zation and Friends of Bancroft Park and is vice president of Foster Your Neigh-
borhood. He is often seen leading cleanup efforts. And he is determined: Last 
June when a vandal kept destroying the Pride flags he helped plant on Michi-
gan Avenue, Kost kept replacing them. He has a fighter instinct. 

But so does Daniels — literally. He teaches boxing at a gym that he opened on 
Michigan Avenue four and a half years ago. Behind that choice is a compelling 
story of a man determined to overcome obstacles. 

Daniels, 36, is a Lansing native who returned here after serving in the U.S. 
Army in Iraq. In 2005, he had to learn to walk again after he was injured by an 
attack on a Humvee that killed his killed everyone else. He took up boxing as 
part of his therapy, which included coping with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. 
Four and a half years ago, he opened emPOWer Lansing. “We spend every day 
just trying to help people not only be healthier with an affordable fitness facil-
ity, but also fight their demons.” 

The two candidates have a very different approach to public service. Kost 
is an eastside joiner and activist, and his campaign slogan reflects this: “Your 
voice, not mine.” Daniels has taken a more political route in his desire to be a 
public servant: He supported Mayor Andy Schor’s reelection last year and is 
being repaid with Schor’s support this year. 

Of the two approaches, we think Daniels’ will be more beneficial to the First 
Ward. Lansing’s is a strong mayor system. An alliance with Schor — who in his 
second term is embracing the power a strong mayor can wield — will make for 
a more effective Council member.  

Morever, Kost has gotten sidewise with the mayor in the Bancroft Park driv-

ing range brouhaha. In pointed remarks aimed at Kost, Schor decried misin-
formation that he claimed ardent opponents were spreading. And in the same 
statement, Schor praised Daniels — also opposed to the driving range — for 
how he handled the controversy by dealing directly with the mayor on it. Two 
different approaches: One confrontational, the other collaborative, and both 

clues to how the candidates are likely to perform if elected. In Lan-
sing, the latter is more likely to be effective. 

Daniels also supports the mayor’s $175 million public safety pro-
posal on the Nov. 8 ballot, which on balance City Pulse does as well. 
(See The Edit next week for why.) Kost is right that taxpayers are al-
ready struggling as inflation takes its toll. But Daniels has a broader 
perspective in seeing that Schor’s bold plan will pay dividends for all 
citizens by making our homes and streets safer.  

This is not to suggest that Daniels is a sycophant. The mayor and 
the Council are often in sync, but Daniels demonstrated his inde-
pendence when he joined colleague Brian Jackson in being the only 
two members to vote against Schor’s proposal for how to spend $25 
million in American Rescue Plan federal funds. 

In fact, one of the biggest differences that emerged from interviews 
with both candidates was their very disparate takes on what it means to be a 
leader. Despite his progressive personal views, Kost said he would have voted 
against the resolution five years ago to declare Lansing a sanctuary city be-
cause of the threat by the Trump administration to cut off federal funds to 
communities that sought to protect immigrants from the italicize — the view 
that prevailed after a public uproar over the Council’s initial support for the 
resolution. Daniels, on the other hand, said he would have stood up to Wash-
ington’s bullying, despite the risk — which never materialized nationally — to 
federal funding. 

We are not without qualms 
about Daniels. He does not have 
a track record of public service 
to the First Ward. We’ve heard 
complaints that he’s not as re-
sponsive as citizens would like 
(a complaint every Council 
member gets, though). Some 

view him as wishy-washy and suffering from the Sandy Allen Snydrome, 
named for a late Councilmember who was famous for changing her vote at the 
last minute, depending on the last person to get her ear. 

However, voters should consider that Daniels, if elected, would face them 
again in a year, if he were to choose to run for a full term. We think it is worth 
taking the risk to see if he grows in office. If he doesn’t, he can and should be 
replaced. 

Have something to say about a local issue or            
an item that appeared in our pages? 
Now you have two ways to sound off:

Write a letter to the editor.

• E-mail: letters@ lansingcitypulse.com  
• Snail mail: City Pulse, 1905 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48912  
• Fax: (517) 371-5800  
• At lansingcitypulse.com

Write a guest column. 

Contact Berl Schwartz for more information: publisher@
lansingcitypulse.com or (517) 999-5061. (Please include your name, 
address and telephone number so we can reach you. Keep letters 
to 250 words or fewer. City Pulse reserves the right to edit letters 
and columns.)
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Lansing Board of Water & Light 
general manager Dick Peffley is start-
ing to have some real problems on his 
hands, even though he refuses to look 
down and acknowledge that he’s still 
holding them.

State environmental records 
released in January revealed that 
Peffley has known for nearly two 
years about dangerous chemical 
contamination leaking from the large 
toxic coal ash ponds that surround 
the Erickson Power Station in Delta 
Township — which for decades may 
have also poisoned nearby drinking 
water supplies feeding private wells 
and municipal systems.

High levels of lithium, boron, TDS 
and molybdenum have been leaching 
from the three ponds since 2020 and 
still neither BWL nor state regulators 
knows how long the problem has 
existed — though the plant, which is 
off Canal Road in Eaton County, has 
operated the ponds since 1974. 

When City Pulse broke that news, 
Peffley and his PR team quickly 
jumped into action — except the 
damage control wasn’t centered on 
assessing environmental and public 
health risks. Instead, it was about 
protecting BWL’s public image.

And that’s simply not the type 
of leadership we need at a publicly 
owned utility company. 

In a January op-ed, Peffley attacked 
City Pulse’s credibility for sounding 
the alarm about the potential for con-
taminated groundwater and drink-
ing water supplies — even outright 
denying that drinking water could 
be contaminated despite experts 
who have suggested otherwise. The 
experts similarly poured cold water 
on BWL’s latest contention that the 
pollution is occurring naturally 

Groundwater feeds drinking water 
supplies. At best, it was unclear then 
whether contaminated groundwater 
was reaching drinking water drawn 
by wells. Meanwhile, utility docu-
ments didn’t show any plans to test 
drinking water and BWL spokes-
woman Amy Adamy was too busy 

building a media firewall around 
Peffley and other top executives 
to answer our questions. She has 
learned well from longtime Lansing 
public relations practitioner Steve 
Serkaian, executive director of public 
affairs at BWL and a holdover from 
the Bernero days.

Instead of an interview, Peffley 
responded only in a polished op-ed 
in which he repeatedly questioned 
assessments from environmental ex-
perts and insisted that drinking water 
is safe and that BWL’s water supplies 
continue to “meet or exceed” all reg-
ulatory safety 
standards.

While tech-
nically true, 
his statements 
completely 
ignored the 
potential for contamination at dozens 
of private wells that provide drinking 
water for hundreds of people near 
Erickson. His statements also didn’t 
offer much acknowledgement that 
a problem even existed, much less 
explain why BWL officials seemed 
to have alerted nobody of the public 
health concerns.

About a month later, without hav-
ing directly addressed any problems, 
the PR campaign continued with the 
announcement that BWL had “proac-

tively” tested six drinking wells in the 
area. It was a sweetheart move for a 
utility company caught in the midst 
of a possible cover up.

Except, it wasn’t. BWL wasn’t pro-
actively doing anything.

The company, instead, had actually 
been ordered by state regulators to 
get a handle on the pollution situa-
tion. Moreover, those reactive results 
spelled out some really bad news: 

BWL only tested six wells. And all of 
them came back for potentially dan-
gerously high levels of boron.

That’s a six for six, Dick. 
Michigan doesn’t set health limits 

on boron in drinking water, though 
groundwater limits of 0.5 mg/L are 

in place. EPA 
also has an 
unenforceable 
“advisory” lim-
it of 6 mg/L 
for adults and 
3 mg/L for 

children. BWL’s well tests detected 
boron levels between 2.48 mg/L and 
4.17 mg/L.

Research shows that boron is 
harmful to plant life at lower levels. 
Boron has also been linked to devel-
opmental and reproductive toxici-
ty, low birth weight and shrunken 
testicles.

Peffley, apparently, hasn’t been 
drinking from those taps. His ballsy 
PR campaign only continues.

EPA documents showed that BWL 

claimed to be in compliance with 
federal coal ash rules, but experts said 
those rules were violated back in 2017 
when BWL failed to test for contam-
ination.

BWL has also repeatedly made 
claims about the investigation 
process that directly contradict 
statements from EGLE. In other in-
stances, Adamy and Peffley have only 
downplayed the issue.

Even BWL Board Chairman 
David Price — someone who should 
definitely be in the know — wasn’t 
informed of the contamination 
problems before January. He was 
told the ponds weren’t contaminating 
groundwater, which was also directly 
contradicted by regulatory docu-
ments.

And when presented with EGLE’s 
statements, Adamy has still insisted 
the agency is wrong.

Meanwhile, Peffley still claims to be 
“proactively” investigating the situa-
tion despite having known about the 
issue at the Erickson Power Station as 
early as April 2020, records showed.

While the state has ordered at least 
another 60 wells to be tested, BWL 
still doesn’t have a handle on the 
pollution plume’s size or location, 
how many drinking water wells are 
contaminated in the nearby vicinity 
or how long its neighbors have been 
sipping on and showering in boron 
water.

From Day One, BWL has not been 
forthcoming about this public health 
calamity — denying our reporters 
an opportunity to conduct basic 
interviews and then failing to answer 
several emailed questions. The latest 
PR tactic seems to be centered on 
simply ignoring City Pulse altogether 
and hoping the problem — or at least 
public awareness of the problem — 
just evaporates.

We’re reluctant to say this next 
statement given the inadequate lead-
ership also tied to his predecessor: 
But if Peffley and the rest of his team 
don’t start prioritizing public safety 
over their public image, then perhaps 
it’s time for him to seriously consider 
resigning from the post.

Maybe Peffley is the problem

Daniels for 
City Council

1

2
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By DEDRIA HUMPHRIES BARKER 
I gave my journalism students an as-

signment to use the internet to discover 
information about public people. One 
was Lansing Mayor Virg Bernero. We 

looked for his residence, 
his spouse, her occupation, 
the number of children he 

had, their schools.  
The information was right there on 

the internet. My students were out-
raged. It felt slimy, they said, to get 
his personal information without his 

knowledge. 
Surprised, I 

pointed out, your 
generation shares 
all this personal 
information on the 
internet, on social 
media. You tell all 
your business.  

That was the 
start of our era of 
too much infor-

mation, misinformation and a lack of 
privacy. So it may seem odd for me to 
talk about missing information. But 
what I want is reliable sources provid-
ing necessary information.  

I believe that Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer's office is a reliable source, but last 
week it did not share necessary infor-
mation about the 11 people appointed 
to her creation, the Michigan Parents 
Council. The Council is to advise her on 
the policymaking process involved in 
the state education budget.  

There are all sorts of people on there. 
One I like particularly is LaQuitta 
Brown of Detroit. She is employed as a 
certified nursing assistant at Boulevard 
Temple Care Center, a nursing home. 
My grandma lived there at the end of 
her life and was treated very well. Our 
family was pleased. Brown also works as 
a COVID 19 screener.  

Yes, work or vocation is one aspect 
that has great effect on parenting stu-
dents. For instance, Brown, CNA, may 
be able to share with the governor what 
it's like to parent while working a 24/7 
job situation. 

I appreciated these job facts about 
Brown, but it seemed a little strange to 
learn about her employment and nothing 
about her parental experience. After all, 
she was appointed to a parents' council.  

The governor's news release did say, 
"Appointees include parents of children 
in public, private and home school learn-
ing environments, children in early child-

Opinion

More details, please, on Michigan 
Parents Council appointees 

hood learning programs, and elemen-
tary, middle, and high school students. 
They also include parents of children 
with Individualized Education Plans 
(IEPs), children who speak English as a 
second language (ESL) 
and children who are in 
foster or kinship care."  

That group statement 
attempts to protect pri-
vacy and ease fears of 
individuals living in our 
state where people went 
to trial for plotting to 
kidnap the governor at 
her vacation home. And 
generally, few parents 
want to broadcast in-
formation about their 
beloved minor children. 

But politicians do it 
all the time, despite the 
issue of security, and 
safety. They post pho-
tos of themselves and 
their families on their 
campaign literature. Full color photos 
of their kids. The implication is, vote for 
me because I have three children.  

And????   
In most cases, the family configura-

tion of a public servant is irrelevant to 
public service. Back in the day, employ-
ers used to wrongly justify decent living 
wages for men because they had a family 
to support. Women who also had fami-
lies were given no such consideration.  

Occasionally, being a parent is a qual-
ification. Like for the Michigan Parents 
Council. However, excepting one ap-
pointee, Stacy Ann Sipes, no information 
forthcoming about parenting or school af-
filiation. Sipes is the president of the Pot-
terville school board. I assume she has at 
least one child in that district; that she is a 
Potterville parent. But that I had to guess. 

Guessing is as close are we get to 
knowing. Did the appointees write their 
own biography? That is a common 
practice. If so, kudos to Sipes for includ-
ing this important qualification. Other 
appointees should have been asked to 
include something on parenting. 

Parenting would be the point to being 
on a parents council.   

I trust that these members were vet-
ted for parentage. However, at this mo-
ment in the Michigan, U.S.A., trust is in 
short supply. Let's be mindful of that, 
and attend to it. 

The problem with selecting based on 
personal characteristics is its yeast for per-

sonal attacks. Like when the Republican 
candidate Tudor Dixon called the gover-
nor a "birthing vessel." Black people call 
that kind of attack “playing the dozens.” 
Whether or not, or what kind of mother 
the governor and her challenger are, has 
nothing to do with running the state. 
Shame to the Republicans and their focus 
on our personal lives. 

Selecting people on their personal 
characteristics is tricky, but selecting on 

character is worthwhile. 
Does the person have a 
sense of decency, or is so 
clueless about what it is 
to be a mother, that they 
value a mass of cells over 
an already living person. 

I laud Whitmer for 
wanting parents to 
gather together. Par-
ents must be involved 
to improve education 
in Michigan. Generally, 
that has been through 
the Parent Teacher 
Association. One ap-
pointee, Tracey Troy, of 
Dewitt, is the president 
of the Michigan PTA. 
But her parenting, her 
school is what? I just 

want clarity.  
It could be handled through a ge-

neric statement on each appointee. 
Number of children; I don't need their 
names or ages.  And more importantly, 
include the appointee's school district, 
or private school association, or if they 
home school.  Something like, "Ms. 
Brown parents two Detroit Community 
Schools' students."  

Maybe she does; maybe not. I don't 
know. I guessed. That's what happens 
with missing information. Some people 
dig around to find it, but others make it 
up. It's easier. 

Tell me the appointees are qualified, 
and how. Do it generally so as not to put 
anyone in danger of the crazies out there. 
But provide some specifics to also move 
the needle forward on trust. It's a tricky 
communication, but worth the effort to 
build trust. That's what education, espe-
cially public education, needs today.  

(Dedria Humphries Barker, a Lan-
sing resident, is the author of “Mother 
of Orphans: The True and Curious Sto-
ry of Irish Alice, A Colored Man’s Wid-
ow.” Her opinion column appears on the 
last Wednesday of each month. She will 
join author Thomas C. Foster and City 
Pulse editor & publisher Berl Schwartz 
for a panel discussion on writing, which 
is free and open to the public at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 13, in the Lake Erie 
Room of the Library of Michigan, 702 
W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing.)
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WANT TO WRITE?
Start by attending this panel
discussion with:

Thomas C. Foster, 
author of “How to Write 
Like a Writer”

Dedria Humphries 
Barker, 
author of “Mother 
of Orphans”

Berl Schwartz, 
City Pulse editor 
& publisher

Moderated by Bill Castanier, 
City Pulse book editor

7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 13
Library of Michigan, 
Lake Erie Room, 702 W
Kalamazoo St., Lansing
Sponsored by City Pulse and the Historical 
Society of Greater Lansing
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U.S. Rep. Elissa Slotkin is renting 
an Old Town condo from Niowave 
government relations director Jerry 
Hollister until after the election. Pre-
dictably, the Republicans are making 
their voices hoarse 
yelling about how 
something nefarious 
is going on. 

Hollister, after 
all, could be called a 
lobbyist, even though 
he's not. Neither at the 
federal or state level 
does he make a living 
schmoozing elected 
officials, taking them out to dinner or 
ball games or whatever.  

His job has always been to navigate 
bureaucratic mumbo jumbo to nail 
down contracts. He works with elected 
officials so rarely, he's figured, “Why 
bother?” when it comes to registering 
as a lobbyist.  

Regardless, you can see how an op-
posing political party would go bonkers 
over this. We Lansingites immediately 
associate the name "Hollister" with 
politics. 

Jerry's dad, David Hollister, was 
Lansing's gold standard mayor for a 
decade and a state rep for two decades 
before that. Jerry sat on the Lansing 
Community College board and ran for 
state rep, too. 

It's natural for the mind to slide into 
something scandalous. 

Could Hollister be cutting Slotkin a 
sweet deal in return for some Capitol 
Hill favors? By the way, why is Hollister 
still registered to vote at the residence? 
Could these married individuals even 
be living together?!? The imagination 
can run wild! 

Or could it simply be that life took 
Hollister and his wife, Kathy, out of 
Lansing in 2022? Work demands 
made a move to Connecticut for a few 
months a better idea. It also allowed 
the couple to live closer to their col-
lege-aged kids and extended family 
until December, when they planned on 
returning. 

If the Lansing condo was sitting 
empty, why not rent it? 

Could it be that Slotkin, who 
represents the soon-to-be-gone 8th 
District, wanted to move from her 
family's Holly farm into the new 7th 
Congressional District she seeks to 
represent? She could buy a house, but 
what if she didn't win? She could rent 

something for 12 months, but if she 
could find something that runs until a 
week after the election, that would be 
even better. 

If she wins, she can work with a real 
estate agent on a longer-term option 
when the market isn't so crazy. If she 
loses, she can plan her next life steps 
with fewer commitments. 

A short-term lease would be perfect 
for both sides. 

A couple of points worth making 
here. First of all, it's surprising two 
politically savvy individuals wouldn't 
have seen the arrangement — regard-
less of how innocent it may be — as 
something Republican-paid back-
ground checkers wouldn't have caught 
and exploited. 

Partisan control of the U.S. House of 
Representatives may be at stake. That's 
pretty big time. 

But that aside, I'd hope we remem-
ber the adage that "you will always find 
what you're looking for." 

If you want to find the worst in peo-
ple, you can either find it or convince 
yourself that you have. 

In this case, Hollister hadn't met 
Slotkin more than a time or two before 
the $2,000-a-month lease started 
April 15. Even if Hollister's job was to 
rub shoulders with Congress critters, 
Slotkin isn't on a committee where a 
relationship would make much of a 
difference. 

He's given to her campaign before, 
but if you're a good Mid-Michigan 
Democrat, that shouldn't be a surprise. 
Literally, thousands of others have, too. 

Besides, the last time Congress 
kicked out grants for medical iso-
topes, Niowave received $13 million 
compared to $35 million to and $37 
million grants to two Wisconsin com-
panies.  

It's good the question was raised. 
Quality reporters investigated the 
matter and presented their findings to 
the public. 

But, from my view, the connection 
between the two is a stretch that only po-
litical imagination can bridge. If we had 
proof something going on, that would be 
one thing. At this point, we don't. 

The best we have is the coincidence 
of two people using their personal 
connections to work out a mutually 
beneficial deal, which sounds an awful 
lot like life to me. 

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol 
news service at melinnky@gmail com.) 

POLITICS

Slotkin is living in Hollister’s condo 
until Thanksgiving. We can move on. 
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CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF REGISTRATION

FOR THE TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, ELECTION

To the qualified electors of the City of Lansing:

Please take notice that the City of Lansing will hold an Election on Tuesday, November 8, 
2022.

For the purpose of electing candidates to the following offices:
State: Governor and Lieutenant. Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney General; 
Congressional: Representative in Congress; Legislative: State Senator, Representative 
in State Legislature; State Boards: Member of State Board of Education, Regent of 
University of Michigan, Trustee of Michigan State University, Governor of Wayne State 
University; County: County Commissioner; Treasurer (Ingham County ONLY); Judicial: 
Justice of Supreme Court, Judge of Court of Appeals, Judge of Circuit Court, Judge of 
Probate Court, Judge of District Court; Community College: Board of Trustees Member; 
City: Council Member Ward 1; Local School District: Board Member.

For the purpose of voting on the following proposals:
State: Proposal 22-1 A proposal to amend the state constitution to require annual pub-
lic financial disclosure reports by legislators and other state officers and change state 
legislator term limit to 12 total years in legislature; Proposal 22-2 A proposal to amend 
the state constitution to add provisions regarding elections.; Proposal 22-3 A proposal 
to amend the state constitution to establish new individual right to reproductive freedom, 
including right to make all decisions about pregnancy and abortion; allow state to regulate 
abortion in some cases; and forbid prosecution of individuals exercising established right
Eaton County: County Parks & Open Space Millage Question
City: City of Lansing Charter Amendment Proposal; Bonding Proposal 

Any qualified elector who is not already registered, may register to vote at the office of their 
local clerk, the office of their county clerk, a Secretary of State branch office, or other designat-
ed state agency. Registration forms may be obtained at www.Michigan.gov/vote and mailed to 
or dropped off at the office of the of the local clerk. Any qualified elector that has a Michigan 
Driver’s License or Personal ID can also register to vote at www.Michigan.gov/vote. Voters 
who are already registered may update their voter registration at www.Michigan.gov/vote.

The last day to register in any manner other than in-person with the Lansing City Clerk’s Office 
is Monday, October 24, 2022.

After this date, anyone who qualifies as an elector may register to vote in person with proof 
of residency (MCL 168.492) at the following locations and times:

ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS
Any registered voter may request an Absent Voter Ballot.  No reason required.

The Lansing City Clerk’s Office must have a signed application to issue an Absent Voter 
Ballot. Applications are available at the locations referenced in the above table or by visiting 
our website at www.lansingvotes.gov.

Monday, November 7, 2022 at 4:00 pm is the deadline to request an absentee ballot except 
for those who register to vote on Election Day. Ballots issued on Monday, November 7, 
2022 must be requested and voted in person at the Lansing City Clerk’s Office, locations 
referenced in the above table.

Those registering to vote on Election Day, Tuesday, November 8, 2022, are eligible to 
receive an absent voter ballot at the Lansing City Clerk’s Office, locations referenced in the 
above table.

Chris Swope, MMC/MiPMC
Lansing City Clerk 
Phone: 517-483-4131
Email: city.clerk@lansingmi.gov
Website: www.lansingvotes.gov   
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope   CP#22-208

Location Address Regular Business Hours
September 29 – November 4

Lansing City Clerk – 
City Hall

124 W Michigan Ave
Lansing, MI 48933

Mon – Fri
8am – 5pm

Lansing City Clerk –    
Election Unit

2500 S Washington Ave 
Lansing, MI 48910

Mon – Fri
8am – 5pm

Wednesdays
8am – 7pm

Additional times outside of the above listed regular business hours are as follows:

Location Address Additional 
Hours

Foster 
Community 
Center

200 N Foster
Lansing, MI 48912

October 25 – November 4
Mon – Fri

1pm – 6pm

Monday
November 7
8am – 4pm 

Election Day
November 8
7am – 8pm

Lansing City 
Clerk –    
City Hall

200 N Foster
Lansing, MI 48912

Monday
November 7
8am – 4pm 

Election Day
November 8
7am – 8pm

Lansing 
City Clerk –    
Election Unit

2500 S Washington 
Ave Lansing, MI 48910

Saturday
October 29

10am – 6pm

Saturday 
November 5
10am – 6pm

Sunday
November 6
10am – 6pm

Monday
November 7
8am – 4pm 

Election Day
November 8
7am – 8pm

CATA
from page 8

up to handle that. They require people 
to be sober to sleep there and they ask 
people to leave during the day without 
any place to go. It’s a problem facing 
the whole city.” 

Corr noted that stops on Clippert 
Street to the west of Frandor, Michigan 
Avenue on the south and Saginaw Street 
on the north will continue to operate 
unhindered.  

The distance from the Kroger store to 
Staples, where the major stop at Mich-
igan Avenue is located, is three-tenths 
of mile, according to Google. One wom-
an who was waiting for a bus Monday 
evening said she did not know how she 
would be able to grocery shop without 
CATA, since she does not own a car. 

CATA board member Mark Grebner 
said Monday that CATA is in talks with 
developer Pat Gillespie, who owns the 
old Sears building, about possibly using 
property there for a stop. 

“Gillespie seems to be friendly to 
transit,” said Grebner, who is also an 

Ingham County commissioner. He said 
the CATA board has been holding its 
meetings in the Sears building at Gilles-
pie’s invitation. 

Grebner said CATA is unlikely to fight 
Frandor’s decision, but he wondered if 
organizations representing the dis-
abled might. He said he was certain that 
Frandor could not keep out Spec-Tran, 
CATA’s service for riders unable to use 
regular buses.  

CATA spokesperson Lolo Robison 
called the decision “disappointing.” 

“We are particularly concerned about 
senior citizens and people with disabil-
ities getting to vital services like phar-
macies and the grocery store from the 
bus,” she said. “There are few if any side-
walks.” 

Robison said it is unclear what the 
agency will do to assist those in need, or 
what new route configurations will look 
like come Oct. 17.  

— TODD HEYWOOD AND
BERL SCHWARTZ
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By LAWRENCE COSENTINO 
It’s almost October. What’s holding up 

Williamston Theatre’s 2022-’23 season? 
Nothing. Literally — nothing. 
People who go to the first production 

of the season, Terry Guest’s “Magnolia 
Ballet, Part 1,” beginning Oct. 13, will be 
shocked to discover that four view-ob-
structing, creativity-cramping pillars 
have vanished into thin air. 

In an engineering coup nearly as im-
pressive as 
making it 
through the 
three tough-
est years in 
A m e r i c a n 
theater his-
tory, the 
Williamston 

team has finally gotten rid of a 15-year-
long headache, part of a bold $500,000 
investment in their home and mission. 

Sunday afternoon, the Williamston 
crew was busy bolting down crimson 
seats in a transformed space. 

Actress Karen Sheridan, who por-
trayed the divine Sarah Bernhardt 
in “Memoir” at Williamston in 2018, 
played the humble role of “lady with 
vacuum” Sunday. She dragged the vac-
uum along, spiffing up each row of 
seats as soon as her “Memoir” co-star, 
Williamston co-founder John Lepard, 
could bolt them down.  

“It’s a great day,” Sheridan 
said, turning off the vacuum to 
be heard. 

The poles obstructed the 
view from over a dozen seats, 
interfered with lighting and 
projection by casting unwanted 
shadows and penumbras and, 
worst of all, distanced the ac-
tors from the audience and the 
audience from itself. 

“They divided the audience 
into slices,” Sheridan said. 
“Now the audience will feel like 
it’s experiencing the story to-
gether, and we’ll feel closer to 
them on stage.” 

Three days before, Wil-
liamston Theatre director and 

co-founder Emily Sutton-Smith walked 
into the theater for the first time since it 
was liberated from the poles and cried 
joyfully. 

“For 15 years, it was ‘someday, some-
day,’ she said. “Now, someday is today.” 

The four poles weren’t there for show. 
They held up a supporting beam that, in 
turn, held up the entire second floor and 
the roof of the building. 

Scott Walkowicz, a structural engi-
neer based in East Lansing, said it’s the 
most unusual project he’s worked on in 
his 30-year career. 

When stores or restaurants are ren-
ovated, Walkowicz explained, nobody 
thinks of removing poles. On the con-
trary, people find them reassuring. 

With no textbook to consult, Walko-
wicz came up with an original solution, 
as far as he knows. To remove the need 
for support from below, Laux Construc-
tion installed a steel girdle on top of the 
roof and dropped rods down through 
the roof and the first-floor ceiling, sup-
porting the second floor from above. 

Sharp-eyed patrons will spot three giant 
beams lining the back wall of the house. 
The south wall, a shared wall owned by 
the neighbor, was unavailable for support.  

“We couldn’t touch that wall,” Walko-
wicz said. “So we had to drop columns 
all the way down through the roof, the 
second floor, the first floor, the base-

ment and into the earth.” 
To embed the new superstructure into 

the foundation, the team used helical 
piers, long rods with propeller-like blades 
that drill deep below the frost line to sta-
bilize the tons of weight above. Contrac-
tors squeezed into a 2-foot crawlspace to 
cap the piers with concrete. 

The vertical columns were swung 
over and dropped into place by 
crane on a sunny morning in 
August, as Putnam Road was 
closed to traffic. 

Walkowicz’s team worked 
out detailed computer models 
of the brick and wood “swaying 
loads” (a queasy engineering 
term for typical wall wobble) 
to determine where the beams 
should go.  

Steel rods over an inch thick 
were hung from the beams, 
like the cables on a suspension 
bridge, and affixed to brackets 
below. The doomed first-floor 
poles were fitted with heavy steel 
collars attached to the brackets. 

In a tradition going back 
to ancient Rome, Walkowicz 

himself, as a design engineer, stood 
in the middle of the floor below as the 
poles were detached last week. 

“It’s like making the engineer cross 
the bridge first,” he said. The new steel 
skeleton held up perfectly.  

It’s the most significant change in in-
frastructure at Williamston since artis-
tic director and co-founder Tony Caselli 
took down the “For Sale” sign in front 
of the former Mr. G’s Furniture build-
ing 15 years ago, using a Phillips head 
screwdriver donated by the Tru-Valu 
hardware store across the street. 

Back then, the box office was a 
card table stacked with cookies. A 
three-quarter “thrust” stage, instead of 
a traditional proscenium arch, gave the 
theater a unique intimacy. Still, the four 
founding members — Sutton-Smith, 
Lepard, Caselli and managing director 
Chris Purchis — had their sights on the 
poles from the start. 

As far back as 2005, a structural engi-
neer told them it was possible to remove 
the poles, but it would be expensive. 

Meanwhile, the staff concentrated on 
making more pressing (and affordable) 
improvements, such as adding bath-
rooms, putting in a box office, adding 
a door to the stage left aisle, upgrading 
to LED lights, and adding projection 
capability that has become essential in 
modern theaters. 

In 2014, after the theater bought the 
building and paid off the mortgage, the 
pole project seemed within reach.  

In the first phase of renovations, the 
“Wizard of Oz” booth, where the stage 
manager controls the lights, sound and 
other theater magic, was moved from 
a remote corner of the stage to a com-
manding spot in the middle of the back 
lobby. 

Fundraising was underway for the 
pole removal phase when the pandem-
ic hit. The theater was closed for 20 
months — the entire 2020-’21 season 
and parts of the season before and after. 

“There were definitely moments during 
the pandemic when the four of us looked 
at each other and went, ‘Well, we’ve had a 
good run,’” Sutton-Smith said. 
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Courtesy photo 

Steel columns supporting the William-
ston Theatre’s new, pole-free super-
structure were swung into place in 
August of this year. 

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse 

Williamston Theatre executive director Emily Sutton-Smith 
(upper left) and her colleagues painted the theater. They 
bolted down seats over the weekend to prepare for the 
Oct. 13 opening night of “Magnolia Ballet, Part One.” 

Williamston Theatre 

122 S Putnam St., 
Williamston 
(517) 655-7469  
williamstontheatre.org 

‘Someday’ is today 
Williamston Theatre celebrates liberation from poles 

See Williamston Theatre, Page 17
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By TODD HEYWOOD 
Three candidates for 

the Grand Ledge Pub-
lic Schools Board of 
Education sat quietly 
at a table in the Grand 
Ledge Public Library. 
They listened as Lin-
da Lee Tarver, a GOP 
activist and candidate 
for the state Board of 
Education, provided 
her own opinions on 
controversies and is-
sues facing K-12 edu-
cation in Michigan.  

She told a group 
of politically conser-
vative Grand Ledge 
residents attending 
a Sept. 18 forum that 
she doesn’t believe in 
systemic racism. Yet 
she was on the Mich-
igan Civil Rights Commission that vot-
ed to approve the report that explicitly 
tracks the Flint water crisis back nearly 
a century, showing how redlining and 
white flight set the city up for the crisis.  

The three self-billed conservative 
school board candidates were Ashley 
Oneil, Kim LaForet and Jason Deven-
baugh. Also running are Ashley Kuyken-
doll and incumbents Toni Hughes Glass-
coe and Denise Dufort. They are vying 
for three seats: two full, six-year terms 
and one partial term. And the conserva-
tives have been a lightning rod of contro-
versy in this generally calm community. 
The district includes eight school build-
ings and serves nearly 5,000 students 
from Eaton and Clinton counties.  

Those six candidates are part of the 
swelling ranks of citizens seeking to 
serve on nonpartisan, unpaid school 
boards in Ingham and Eaton counties. 
Ingham County Clerk Barb Byrum said 
over the years she has served as clerk, she 
has witnessed more candidates seeking 
the positions. Historic election data, she 
said, supports that observation.  

Time magazine and The New York 
Times have both reported that COVID 
and measures to control it are partially 
responsible. But COVID 
measures — masks, so-
cial distancing, vaccina-
tion — are only part of 
the fight being waged at 
local school boards. Ac-
tivists are fighting to re-
move books they deem 
objectionable — often 
LGBTQ themed — and 
a supposed inundation 
of critical race theory 

The battle over K-12 education 
Extremism rises in local school board races 

teachings and gender transition sup-
ports.  

It is the culture wars writ large — and 
unscored nationally by growing threats 
to school board members’ safety. In 
February, Reuters reported 220 docu-
mented cases of threats against school 
board members, and in October 2021 
the U.S. Department of Justice began an 
initiative to combat threats and violence 
against school boards, Time reported.  

To better understand the perspectives 
of candidates for local school boards, 
City Pulse sent a survey to all official 
candidates in select 
education races in 
Ingham and Eaton 
counties. The survey 
went to 69 school 
board candidates, of 
whom 25 responded. 
Their responses can 
be found at www.lan-
singcitypulse.com. 

Nowhere in the area has the debate 
been more front and center than in Grand 
Ledge. Beginning in January 2021, par-
ents and residents chided, yelled and 
harassed school board members and of-
ficials alleging the district was teaching 

critical race theory — 
CRT for short. That’s a 
college-level academic 
argument that previous 
structural inequities 
created by race contin-
ue to influence the eco-
nomic lives and health 
of people of color.  

A meeting in June 
2021 was ended before 
board members could 
vote on a contract for 
Marcus Davenport, the 
district’s new superin-
tendent, reported the 
Lansing State Journal. 
Why? Audience mem-
bers were raising the 
roof over CRT and on-
going COVID mitiga-
tion measures.  

Oneil LaForet and 
Devenbaugh did not 

respond to the City Pulse candidate 
survey, which asked, among other ques-
tions, if candidates believed there was 
a cabal of power elites in Washington 
engaged in a pedophile ring, if Don-
ald Trump won the 2020 election and 
whether the candidate supported re-
moving books community members ob-
jected to from public school libraries.  

LaForet expressed concern with the City 
Pulse questions, which she failed to answer. 
She said that seeking her “opinion” on the 
2020 election “has nothing to do with be-
ing on the school board.” The survey asked 

whether the candi-
date would accept a 
loss either before a 
recount, or after.  

Last week, she 
was standing di-
rectly behind Re-
publican guber-
natorial nominee 
Tudor Dixon as the 

one-time actress and political commen-
tator attacked public school officials of 
support a “sex and gender agenda” in the 
public schools. LaForet enthusiastically 
applauded Dixon’s challenges to “biologi-
cal boys competing against girls” and false 

claims that schools would 
be able to dispense pu-
berty-blocking agents to 
children without parental 
knowledge or consent.  

Despite her not an-
swering the City Pulse 
survey, her social me-
dia footprint provided a 
wealth of information.  

She and her two fel-

Jason Devenbaugh’s Facebook campaign page 

Linda Lee Tarver (in the right foreground with her campaign sign) is one of 
two GOP nominees for the State Board of Education. Here she poses with 
Kim LaForet, Jason Devenbaugh and Ashley Oneil, three self-described 
“conservatives” in the nonpartisan Grand Ledge Public Schools Board of 
Education race. Behind them are attendees of a town hall event held by the 
conservatives on Sept. 18. 

Kim LaForet Ashley Oneil Jason Devenbaugh  See Schools, Page 16

For City Pulse surveys completed by 
school board candidates in Greater 
Lansing, please see www.lansingcity-
pulse.com/elections-2022-candidates/. 
It also includes surveys completed 
by candidates for the state House of 
Representatives in the 73rd District.
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low slate members have 
proudly shared a Face-
book image of an en-
dorsement from Dr. Da-
vid J. Smith, a primary 
care physician in Grand 
Ledge. He contends that 
“missteps” with educa-
tion and COVID have 
harmed students, al-
though he has never ex-
plained the alleged missteps. He further 
states the district is being run on a “polit-
ical agenda” and references the “WOKE/
PC culture.” 

The trio has also accepted the endorse-
ments of the Michigan Health Choice 
Alliance. The group opposes masks. It is 
also very active in the campaign of Re-
publican John Gibbs as he tries to win 
the 3rd Congressional seat on the west 
side of the state. While a student at Stan-
ford University, Gibbs started a think 
tank called the Society for the Critique 
of Feminism. The organization argued, 
according to a CNN report, “women did 
not ‘posess (sic) the characteristics neces-
sary to govern,’ and said men were smart-
er than women because they are more 
likely to ‘think logically about broad and 
abstract ideas in order to deduce a suit-
able conclusion, without relying upon 
emotional reasoning.’” 

The three candidates have a history 
in the district of challenging the school 
board and officials. Oneil challenged 
the district to end its mask mandate in a 
video from a Feb. 17 board meeting. Her 
children stood when she approached 
the podium and they were asked to sit, 
Oneil telling the board they were her 
children and then telling the youth to 
stand behind her in spite of a directive 
from the board.

Devenbaugh filed a complaint with 
the Michigan Department of Civil Rights 
alleging he was discriminated against 
because he is white. He alleges school 
officials, including then-superintendent 
Marcus Davenport, refused to meet with 
him. The district’s attorneys countered 
that claim, noting Devenbaugh met 
more often with school officials and Dav-
enport than most parents, according to a 
report in the Lansing State Journal.  

On his candidate Facebook page, De-
venbaugh shared videos from “Libsof-

TikTok” arguing LGBTQ people want 
more than equality — they want chil-
dren, the video implies by citing one case 
of a Mt. Pleasant Schools employee who 
was arrested for alleged trying to meet a 
minor for sex. The employee had spoken 
in support of an LGBTQ inclusive curric-
ulum in the schools. In his post July 24, 
he said the accused was “trying to groom 
our students.” On July 22, he shared a 
post from the Michigan Liberty Leaders, 
writing in his comment, “We can’t let the 
staff groom our kids.” 

In the Sept. 18 “town hall event” fea-
turing Tarver and as well as the three 
self-labeled “conservatives,” Deven-
baugh claimed the district has not been 
transparent in how the COVID relief 
dollars allocated to the school district 
— just over $2.5 million in all — has 
been spent. In fact, the district has that 
breakdown available from the district 
and was recently highlighted in a “Fre-
quently Asked Questions (FAQ)” sec-
tion launched by the administration.  

Grand Ledge is not the only district in 
Ingham and Eaton counties facing ex-
treme candidates. In Potterville, former 
City Councilwoman Katherine Schmidtt 

(now Bussard because she married a for-
mer Council colleague) refused to answer 
City Pulse survey questions about political 
affiliations and whether Donald Trump 
won the 2020 presidential election, among 
others. Her Facebook page revealed she’s 
an active Republican precinct delegate and 
organized a GOP women’s group in Eaton 
County. It also revealed she shares items 
from Salt and Light Global, a ministry that 
has long opposed LGBTQ equality and 
abortion. It is connected with the Great 
Lakes Justice Project, run by Delta Town-
ship attorney David Kallman.  

In Waverly, Mary Ann Martin, who 
did not respond to the City Pulse sur-
vey, shared a video link to a conspiracy 
website, The Truth About Vaccines, in 
which mandatory 
vaccines are called 
“draconian” and a 
violation of choice. 
She’s a fan of the In-
graham Angle from 
Fox News on her 
Instagram and is an 
advocate for breast 
feeding.  

In a June 28, 
2020, Facebook 
post, she alleged 

“Christianity” was un-
der attack.  

Also in Waverly, 
Principal Vince Perkins 
also did not respond to 
the survey. But when he 
was principal of Waver-
ly High School, he was 
handed a two-week 
unpaid suspension 
for failing to fill out 
teacher evaluations, 
according to the Lan-
sing State Journal. His 
LinkedIn profile lists 

him as working at the district for the 
last 10 years as the director of human 
resources.  

Conservative groups and political ac-
tion committees are pouring millions of 
dollars into local school board races, re-
ported Politico. Groups like The Ameri-
can Principles Project and the 1776 PAC 
are hitting hard, slamming candidates 
with allegations of teaching critical race 
theory, a gender agenda and more.  

It’s been fueled, in part, to Florida’s 
GOP Gov. Ron DeSantis. DeSantis 
signed a law earlier this year, dubbed 
“Don’t Say Gay,” barring conversations 
about sex and sexuality in grades K-3 
and requiring they be kept “age appro-
priate” after that. DeSantis is chomp-
ing at the heels of former President 
Donald Trump in consideration of a 
run for president in 2024. His brash 
take-no-prisoners political style has 
played well with the GOP establish-
ment infuriated by COVID restrictions, 
LGBTQ equality activity, racial equity 
protests and demands and more. His 
spokesperson accused anyone opposed 
to the “Don’t Say Gay” legislation as 
supporting child sexual grooming.  

But this extremism is on display in 
Michigan from school boards to the 
governor’s race. It’s rising up through al-
legations of a stolen election and focus-
ing “culture war” virtue signaling onto 
the electorate.  

Public Notice

The Ingham County Land Bank is requesting qualifications for Snow Removal.  The 
Request for Qualifications packet is available September 28, 2022 at the Ingham County 
Land Bank, 3024 Turner St, Lansing, MI, 48906, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm Monday-Friday or 
at  Responses are due at the Land Bank offices by 11:00am on www.inghamlandbank.org.
October 12, 2022 and will be opened at 11:00am October 12, 2022. The Ingham County 
Land Bank is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer. Women- and Minority-
Owned Businesses are encouraged to apply. RFQ#: SNOW REMOVAL 2022-25

CP#22-211

Public Notice

The Ingham County Land Bank is requesting qualifications for Snow Removal on For 

Sale Properties.  The Request for Qualifications packet is available September 28, 2022 at 
the Ingham County Land Bank, 3024 Turner St, Lansing, MI, 48906, 8:00 am to 4:00 
pm Monday-Friday or at  Responses are due at the Land Bank www.inghamlandbank.org.
offices by 11:00am on October 12, 2022 and will be opened at 11:00am October 12, 2022. 
The Ingham County Land Bank is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer. 
Women- and Minority-Owned Businesses are encouraged to apply. RFQ#: SNOW FOR 
SALE 2022-25. 

CP#22-212

STATE OF MICHIGAN. INGHAM COUNTY PROBATE COURT. NOTICE TO CREDITORS. 
Decedent’s Estate. Case No. 22-1183-DE. Estate of Royce Ann Mathis. Date of birth: 
1/19/1948. TO ALL CREDITORS: NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent, Royce Ann 
Mathis, died 9/5/2022. Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the estate 
will be forever barred unless presented to Nadia Ludell Mathis, personal representative, or to 
both the probate court at 313 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 48933 and the personal 
representative within 4 months after the date of publication of this notice. 9/22/2022. Daniel E. 
Nickerson, Jr. P36294, 4116 Harbour Cove, Lansing, MI 48911. 517-927-3173. Nadia Ludell 
Mathis, 20410 Van Antwerp St., Detroit, MI 48225. 517-574-6783.  CP#22-209

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

VARIANCE REQUEST 22-10-19-1
BLAINE S. SCHULTZ

PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, October 19, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. in the Meridian 
Municipal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, 48864 to hear all 
persons interested in a variance request for a single-family home at 2205 Hamilton Road. 
Blaine S. Schultz is proposing to construct a new single-family home that does not meet the 
front yard setback. The subject site is zoned RA, Single Family-Medium Density.

Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development 
(phone 517-853-4560), 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours 
of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Written comments may be sent prior to 
the public hearing to the Zoning Board of Appeals, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh 
Road, Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by email to chapman@meridian.mi.us, or at the public 
hearing.
       Deborah Guthrie

Township Clerk             CP#22-210

Schools
from page 15

A political yard sign supporting three conservative candi-
dates for Grand Ledge Public Schools Board of Education 
as well as a sign from the Eaton County Patriots group.  

A series of political signs just outside of downtown 
Grand Ledge supporting the other three candidates in 
the school board race. 

Denise Dufort Toni Hughes Glasscoe Ashley Kuykendoll

Denise Dufort and Toni Hughes Glasscoe, both incumbents, and Ashley Kuyken-
doll face competition from a right-wing slate seeking election to the Grand Ledge 
Board of Education. 
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Williamston Theatre
from page 14

IT IS TIME FOR REAL CHANGE IN
OUR LOCAL GOVERNMENT. I HAVE A

PROVEN RECORD OF NOT JUST
WORDS BUT ACTIONS AND I WILL

FIGHT FOR YOU EVERYDAY

FIGHTING FOR WORLD CLASS PARKS

CLEANING THE TRASH OFF OUR STREETS AND
OUT OF OUR PARKS

SUPPORTING DEVELOPMENT THAT BENEFITS
THE CITIZENS OF LANSING

MAKE RENTAL CODE STRONGER TO PROTECT
OUR RENTERS

KEEPING LOCAL GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENT

WORKING WITH COMMUNITY PARTNERS TO
IMPROVE OUR COMMUNITY

LISTENING TO THE RESIDENTS AND
RESPONDING WITH ACTION

GIVING YOU A SEAT AT THE TABLE

Two rounds of PPP funds, a Shuttered 
Venue Operating Grant and a LEAP 
grant, helped keep the theater alive. A 
three-year renovation plan was split into 
four years. The delay had an upside be-
cause it gave the staff time to raise more 
private funds. Donors stepped up and 
demonstrated their faith that the theater 
would bounce back better than before. 

But the fight for survival isn't over 
for the Lansing area’s only professional 
theater. According to an Aug. 21 report 
in The New York Times, theaters across 
the country, from Broadway to regional 
theaters, are reporting downward atten-
dance trends. The numbers are almost 
shockingly consistent from market to 
market.  For example, attendance at 
the Metropolitan Opera fell from 75 
percent of capacity to 61 percent in the 
2021-22 season. At the Williamston 
Theatre, attendance dropped from 75 
percent capacity to around 40 percent. 
A much-vaunted boost from pent-up 
demand hasn’t materialized, especially 
in venues with an older clientele. 

“We honestly expected everyone to 
come back last year, and they didn’t,” 
Sutton-Smith said. “So we are looking 
at a slightly more precarious financial 
situation that we are very conscious of.” 

There were times when the staff and 

board questioned the need for an exten-
sive renovation project when attendance 
was in decline, but it would have been a 
nightmare to give back the grants and 
donations earmarked for the renovation. 

“There’s a moment when you say, is 
this really what we want to spend our 
savings on? But the flip side is, if we 
don’t do it now, it will never happen,” 
Sutton-Smith said. 

The theater borrowed on its own sav-
ings to get the job to the finish line. 

Last month, Williamston received 
$10,000 in National Recovery Act funds 
from the Gaining Recovery in Transi-
tion, or GRIT, program administered by 
the Arts Council of Greater Lansing. 

People ask Caselli why the theater 
didn’t simply move to another building. 

“We love where we are — easy park-
ing, easy access to restaurants and bars,” 
he said. “We’re open to all kinds of col-
laborations, but this is our home. This is 
where we want to be.” 

Tickets are already on sale for the 
seats Sutton-Smith and her team bolt-
ed into place Sunday. The season’s first 
play, “Magnolia Ballet Part 1,” contin-
ues the theater’s collaboration with the 
National New Play Network, a “rolling 
world premiere” program that supports 
new plays and playwrights.  

“Magnolia Ballet” also furthers Wil-
liamston’s mission of bringing new plays 
to Michigan and fulfills a firm commit-
ment to bring diverse voices to the stage. 

Williamston’s January 2022 produc-
tion of Heather Raffo’s “Nine Parts of 
Desire” followed the lives of nine Iraqi 
women over the two Gulf Wars and U.S. 
occupation, all played by actress Sarab 
Kamoo in a one-woman tour de force. 
“Magnolia Ballet” fleshes out a similarly 
rich mine of life experiences that may be 
unfamiliar to many audience members. 

“Terry is a wonderful Black queer 
playwright, such a lyrical writer,” Sut-
ton-Smith said. “It’s a father-son sto-
ry, but it’s got all of these layers about 
queerness, racial heritage, family rela-
tionships.” 

On an engineer’s pad or a playwright’s 
script, this season as Williamston is 
all about removing obstructions and 
bringing people closer together. Half 
a million dollars is a lot of money, but 
Sutton-Smith feels the investment will 
start paying off on opening night. 

“It’s important to us that we make sure 
the organization has a future beyond us,” 
she said, “so the next generation of artists 
can come in, be part of the community, 
tell great stories and touch people’s lives 
— and not have any beams to deal with.” 
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E. Lansing, MI 48826 
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The front cover of the 2022 Voters Guide, a 
supplement to this week’s issue of City Pulse. 
It follows Page 16. 

A FIRST 
The entire League of Women Voters Voter Guide in City Pulse

For over 100 years, the men and 
women of the League of Women Vot-
ers have been soliciting the visions and 
ideas of candidates for all levels of po-
litical office as well as representatives 
of ballot initiatives and hosting pub-
lic forums. That tradition continues 
this week with a 52-page supplement 
to City Pulse, produced by the local 
branch of the League and paid for by 
the City Pulse Fund for Community 
Journalism. It includes candidates and 
ballot issues in Ingham County and the 
portions of Eaton and Clinton counties 
that are part of Greater Lansing. Both 
organizations received grants for the 
project as well as advertising support 
from the Lansing City Clerk’s Office.  

Months ago, Donna Mullins, pres-
ident of the LWV, and her team began 
shaping questions for candidates at the 
local level in the tri-county area.

“We have to craft those questions,” 
Mullins, a 75-year-old retired social 
worker, said. “And we want it to be fair. 
Not everyone knows what certain posi-
tions do, so we try to focus on broader 
issues each candidate can address.” 

With those created, they are uploaded 
to the back end of the Vote411.org web-
site.  

That’s when the all-volunteer work 
begins in earnest. Joanne Winkelman, 
a retired special education teacher 
and Michigan Department of Educa-
tion employee who serves as the local 
vice president for voter services, said 
it’s her job to make sure candidates 

are provided individualized links with 
questions specific to their race.  

“I do read them, each and everyone,” 
said Winkelman. “because the league is 
very concerned you may not talk about 
your opponent. 

And there’s strict word limits for each 
answer: 150. 
Any concerns, 
and a candi-
date might 
hear from 
Mullins or 
Winkelman, 
gently per-
suading the 
candidate to 
edit an an-
swer for clari-
ty and brevity.  

From there, 
the respons-
es go to two 
places.  

First they’re 
approved for 
the Vote411.
org website. 
That site al-
lows voters to 
compare can-
didates, find 
their election 
districts and 
polling locations and more.  

At the same time, they are sent to 
Dorothy Engelman. She’s another vol-
unteer who takes all the information for 

the candidates and puts into a format to 
make it ready for designing. That, said 
Mullins, is an important part of what 
the organization does.  

“Some people may want to look at it 
in a paper form, and have it with them 
while voting,” she said. “So, it’s really im-

portant to us that 
we make sure we 
have this avail-
able in ways that 
people can use it.” 

And it’s also 
important, Mul-
lins and Winkel-
man said, that 
the leaders and 
organization are 
beyond reproach 
as nonpartisan.  

“We identify as 
a progressive or-
ganization,” Mul-
lins said. “But we 
are very nonpar-
tisan.” 

“We keep that 
n o n p a r t i s a n 
thing sacred,” 
said Winkelman. 
“We want every-
one to vote.” 

How seriously? 
Neither Mullins 

nor Winkelman is allowed to donate to 
candidates or display their campaign 
signs while holding office for the orga-
nization.  

“The league is nonpartisan and, if it 
wasn't, I wouldn't belong,” said Mull-
ins.”I think voting is important, and so 
does Joanne. I mean, it's the very least 
we can do, and the founders risked their 
lives, their family; they risked every-
thing in order to do that. When I was 
growing up, that's when I saw the civil 
rights movement, the black civil rights 
movement, and saw people like John 
Lewis nearly die fighting for his rights, 
and the very least I can do is honor that.” 
She referred to the late U.S. representa-
tive from Georgia. 

The three women said they easily 
work more than 40 hours a week to pro-
duce the candidate surveys for voters.  

In addition to putting together the vot-
er guides, Mullins said the local league 
chapter is active in registering voters.  

“We registered thousands of students 
in 2020,” she said. “And we were at East 
Lansing High School recently talking 
with students about registering. There 
were a lot who were interested in work-
ing the polls, which is very exciting.” 

City Pulse has published portions of 
the league’s surveys several times, but 
this year marks the first time the paper 
is distributing the entire guide.  

“It’s been a longtime goal, and it fi-
nally came together this year,” editor 
and publisher Berl Schwartz. “We share 
the league’s desire to equip voters with 
as much unbiased information about 
candidates as possible. We hope to do it 
again in 2024.” 

— TODD HEYWOOD 
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By LUCAS HENKEL  
Last week, I attended the grand 

opening of Pure Roots’ first Lansing 
location, at 515 N. Larch St. And while 
some locals might question if yet anoth-
er dispensary is needed, this top-notch 
pot shop’s customer-centric and trans-
parent approach to cannabis is a puff of 
fresh air. 

The 4,000-square-foot retail store, 
formerly Ellis Cleaning Co., is connect-
ed to a 16,000-square-foot 
small batch cultivation and 
processing operations. The re-
tail layout is virtually all glass. 
Patrons can see everything, 
including fellow shoppers, 
from the waiting room. It had 
strong Apple Store vibes: clean 
and modern.  

The “pure” in Pure Roots 
comes from the company’s 
pledge to never sell remedi-
ated cannabis. To save you 
the Google search, “reme-
diated cannabis” is mari-
juana that failed regulatory 
testing for contaminants 
and is then treated to re-
move mold, yeast or other 

microbial grossness you don’t want to 
smoke.  

For each of its three locations (includ-
ing Ann Arbor and Center Line), Pure 
Roots sends an employee to tour and 
pre-screen facilities, ensuring the po-
tential partner doesn’t have any reme-
diation machines. So, if you’re looking 
for a clean smoke, Pure Roots delivers 
quality flower every time.  

“The quality of our flower, the shop-

ping experience and our budtenders’ 
knowledge sets us apart,” said Reni 
George, Pure Roots’ vice president of 
governmental affairs. 

Speaking of flower, for customer clar-
ity, Pure Roots sorts all of its cannabis 
strains into four categories based on 
that specific strain’s effects: Rest, Re-
lief, Revive and Reflect. According to 
my helpful budtender, here’s what they 
each do. 

Rest strains help you catch some 
Zs, Relief strains help with muscle re-
laxation and pain relief. Revive offers 
strains that give you that euphoric 
mood boost needed on rough days (or 

any day). Reflect strains 
offer a cerebral head-
high ideal for creative 
folks. I sniffed the Dosi-
lato x Slurricane buds 
in their Relief category 
and was blasted with 
sweet smells of berries 
and lavender (shoutout 
to linalool, my favor-
ite terpene — love you, 
girl!). Most eighths 
from these categories 
went for around $20-
$30 each, perfect for 
folks like me who ball 
on a budget.   
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in Review:  
Terple Gang

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub. 

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds. 

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too. 

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor. 

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell. 

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.” 

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high. 

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high. 

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%. 

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.” 

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button. 

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output. 

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week. 

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year. 

Here’s a look at a few of them: 
Terple Gang — Bombulan 
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder. 

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed. 

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips. 

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry 
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes. 

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks. 

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too. 

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies 
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes. 

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty. 

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap. 

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com. 

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Pure Roots 
Grand Opening event 

515 N. Larch St. 
pureroots.com 

Photo by Lucas Henkel  

Lansing Mayor Andy Schor cuts the ribbon Tuesday 
(Sept. 20) at Pure Roots’ grand opening event at its 
new location Tuesday (Sept. 20) at 515 N. Larch St. 

Courtesy photo 

Pure Roots sorts all of its cannabis strains into four 
categories based on that specific strain’s effects: Rest, 
Relief, Revive and Reflect 

On the ground at Pure Roots’ grand opening  

See Lansterdam, Page 20

pureoptions.com

FOR REGISTERED QUALIFYING PATIENTS ONLY OR FOR USE BY INDIVIDUALS 21 YEARS OF AGE OR 
OLDER FOR ADULT USE. KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN. IT IS ILLEGAL TO DRIVE A MOTOR VEHICLE 
WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF MARIJUANA. ACTUAL VALUE OF THC AND CBD MAY VARY FROM 
REPORTED VALUE BY 10%. 
NATIONAL POISON CONTROL CENTER 1-800-222-1222

Warning: Use by pregnant or breastfeeding women, or by women 
planning to become pregnant, may result in fetal injury, pre-term 
birth, low birth weight, or developmental problems for the child.

Lansing & Muskegon Only 9/26 through 10/2

Carts & Concentrates 

Other

Flower

Grab N’ Grow Clones 
3 Strains Available3/$100 Frandor Only - Limited 3 per person

10/$75
Pure Options 
Premium Flower 
1g Pre-Rolls

10/$50
Stoned Moose 
1g Pre-Rolls

$25.00
15+ Pure Options 
Strains Pre-Packed 
Eighths

$69.99
1oz Ready to Roll
(All Strains)

$79.00
1oz Pre-Packed
Flower (Various Strains)

$2 O� Each
Element 1g Infused
Pre-Rolls

10/$100
Northcoast Extracts
1g Carts (Non-Tiered)

Starting At

$30.00
Element Premium 
Live Resin .5g Carts

8/$100
Northcoast Extracts
1g Carts (T1)

$20.00
Deeper Roots 
2g Live Resin
Concentrates 
(Multiple Strains)

Starting At

$45.00
Element Premium 
Live Resin 1g 
Concentrates

$10.00
Kushy Punch 
100mg
(All Strains - Medical & Adult Use)

2/$30
Kiva Chocolate
Bars 

3/$24
Monster 10x10
Gummies
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By CHELSEA LAKE ROBERTS 
Riverwalk Theatre’s “Bell, Book, and 

Candle” successfully stages a play writ-
ten in 1950 about a witch 
who loses (almost) every-
thing for love. At first, I 
wasn’t sure about the direc-

tor Amy Rickett’s choice to mount this 
production in the original period.  

After all, I’m a thoroughly modern 
woman. How would I connect with these 
people from almost a century ago? Come 

to find out,   
I’m very fa-
miliar with 
the central 
character’s 
conflict de-
spite 70 
years of 
progress that 

is supposed to separate us. 
Gillian Holroyd (played with range 

by Caila Conklin) is a self-sufficient 
New York witch who just returned from 
Mexico. While across the border, she 
pursued her hobbies like spell-casting, 
potion-making, incantations and col-
lecting haunted artifacts from the in-

temperate Sidney Redlitch (played with 
gusto by Jeff Magnuson).  

She is often visited by her brother (the 
coy and circumspect Nick Lemmer) 
and her Aunt Queenie (played with 
levity and fabulous presence by Mar-
go Guillory). Gillian’s family is “out” in 
the modern sense. They frequent witch 
clubs and witch parties. They talk about 
witchy things and are only passingly in-
terested in the human world.   

An inattentive crush on one of her 
tenants intensifies when Gillian discov-
ers the man upstairs is marrying one of 
her old college rivals. To kill two birds 
with one spell, she steals this man away 
from his fiancé by literally bewitching 
him.  

Shep Henderson (played by Lewis C. 
Elson) has no clue what is happening 
to him. The successful publisher, just 
about to settle down with a Southern 
belle, finds himself instantly wrapped 
in a powerful, seductive charmer's arms 
(and legs). His life is nearly destroyed 
by how hard he falls in love — and El-
son portrays this with excellent comedic 
timing and consistency.  

Throughout the show, Gillian strug-
gles to choose between her fun-witch 
family and the mainstream promise of 
1950s marital bliss. Compounding her 
conflict is the old wives’ tale: If a witch 
falls in love, she loses her powers.  

Although it was billed as a come-
dy, I found the play to be rather pro-
found, thought-provoking and timely. 
As Conklin’s character learns what it 

means to be human, her vulnerability in 
the third act challenged me. Her perfor-
mance spoke to our foundational need 
for connection, how much power we are 
willing to cede and under what circum-
stances we will surrender it. Ultimately, 
I watched a play about what a woman 
can and cannot choose.  

But enough feminism, let’s talk stage 
magic. One actor nearly stole the show 
with a performance that changed every-

thing I know about theatre. It was a cat. 
Not a puppet of a cat. Not a “cat” hint-
ed at with shadow and sound effects. A 
real, actual black cat with yellow eyes. It 
even hissed! It thrilled me entirely. I will 
never be the same.  

Combined with other bits of magic, 
beautiful props, set dressings, and lavish 
period costumes, this production trans-
ported me to another time. On balance, 
it didn’t take that long to get there.

Lansterdam
from page 19

For those preferring to eat their can-
nabis, Pure Roots also offers an array of 
edibles from brands like Dixie, Wyld, 
Choice, Mojo, Monster Xtracts and On 
the Green, to name only a few. I picked 
up some of Choice’s chocolate-covered 
pretzels and some of the blue raspberry 
gummy coins from Platinum, but I will 
return for their Wyld Gummy lineup.  

There are also plenty of options for 
the dabbers and vape heads: Sauce and 
Crude Boy disposables, Stiiizy and Se-
lect pods and carts, Element cured and 
live resins, and so much more. Can’t de-
cide between flower and concentrate? 
Have both with one of the many infused 
preroll and blunt options from Glorious 
Cannabis Co.  

With so many options, it’s easy for 
even the most experienced canna-
bis connoisseur to get overwhelmed. 
Thankfully, Pure Roots has a solution. 
After a quick ID check, customers are 
buzzed into the vast and colorful wait-
ing room where touchscreen point-of-
sale stations line the back wall. Cus-
tomers can log into one of these stations 
by entering their birthdate and phone 
number.  

New customers are asked various 
introductory questions to identify tol-
erance levels, like how they consume 
cannabis and how often they consume 
cannabis. From there, the app does its 
magic. 

“Using the iPad app we created, our 
system will match them with products 
available in our inventory with the ap-
propriate level of THC,” George said. 
“Beyond that, our budtenders will also 
ask them questions, make recommen-
dations, and give information. A cus-
tomized budtender guided tour will give 
customers shopping for Cannabis and 
CBD a unique and world-class experi-
ence.” 

Clients can then choose whether they 
want to shop on the app and check out 
from the lobby or have a consultation 
where a Pure Roots budtender delivers 
a more classic dispensary experience. 
Either way, you shop, the app helps 
keep the customers informed and helps 
the budtender make better recommen-
dations. 

If you’re interested in checking out 
Pure Roots for yourself, it’s open for in-
store shopping and curbside pickup and 
offers delivery seven days a week.  

Hours are 10 a.m.-9 p.m. For a full 
menu and specials or to schedule a de-
livery or pick-up, visit pureroots.com. 

Review

“Bell, Book and Candle” 
Riverwalk Theatre 
Black Box Stage 
Sept. 29-Oct 2, 2022 
Drama by John Van Druten 
Directed by Amy Rickett   
Tickets at:                            
riverwalktheatre.com 

Spellbound 
Riverwalk’s ‘Bell, Book, and 
Candle’ conjures the past 
and present 

Courtesy photo 

The cast of “Bell, Book, and Candle.” The  Riverwalk Theatre production runs through Oct. 2. 

Courtesy photo 

The original "Bell, Book, and Candle" 
debuted in 1950 on Broadway and was  
written by John Van Druten.
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• Allergy testing, treatment
• Facial plastic surgery
• Treatment of sleep 
    disorders
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Mid-Michigan Ear, Nose, and Throat P.C.

Services Offered
• Treatment of sleep disorders
• Complete hearing care,
    including hearing aids
• Speech and language services
• Facial plastic surgery
• Allergy testing, treatment

& More! Thank you for voting us 
Best Audiologist/Hearing!

1500 Abbot Rd. Suite #400
East Lansing • (517) 332-0100

www.mment.org
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 By BILL CASTANIER 
The hallowed desk of the renowned 

author Jim Harrison now sits in the 
Rare Book Room at the Library of 
Michigan.  

In his 78 years, the simple wood desk 
is where he wrote 
nearly 40 books 
of poetry, fiction, 
non-fiction, mem-
oirs and an illustrat-
ed children’s book. 
In his near-perfect 
penmanship, he 
also authored hun-
dreds of nonfiction 
articles for publi-
cations as varied as 
“Sports Illustrated,” 
“Esquire,” “Field 
and Stream” and 
“ Ps y c h o a n a l y t i c 
Review.” In 2016, 
the late wordsmith 
wrote his last poem 
while sitting at 
the desk. Prolific 
would be a grand 
understatement in 
describing his non-
fiction work, and a 
new compilation, “The Search for the 
Genuine: Nonfiction, 1970-2015,” offers 
further proof of his productivity. It was 
published last week by Grove Press, one 
of Harrison’s long-time and well-loved 
publishers. 

Since his March 2016 death at his 
winter home in Arizona, four books of 
previously unreleased works have been 

published. In the mix are two books of 
poetry and two nonfiction titles. Look-
ing forward, there could be more proj-
ects, according to archivists working 
through his papers and manuscripts. 

“Search for the Genuine” is filled with 
more than 40 nonfiction works divided 
into five categories. In a broad sense, the 
book covers Harrison’s love for dogs, the 
outdoors, hunting and fishing, his ru-
minations on water and his favorite lo-

cales, such as Mich-
igan, Montana, Key 
West and Arizona.  

Amy Hundley, a 
Grove Press editor 
who shepherded his 
work to publication, 
said their imprint 
was “amazed at 
how many pieces he 
wrote.” She also said 
the book contains 
pieces like “Life on 
the Border,” a previ-
ously unissued work 
from 2001.  

“‘Life on the Bor-
der’ is about a young 
migrant girl crossing 
the border,” Hundley 
said. “It’s one of my 

favorite pieces.”  
Joyce Bahle, 

Harrison’s long-
time literary as-

sistant and default archivist of his work, 
said: “The story of the Mexican girl 
crossing the border brought tears of 
angst to me. It stands as a piece of sin-
gular importance.” 

From there, an 11-page, 1970s-era 
gem titled “A Delicate Creature” details 
Harrison’s trip with ecologists to tag 
sharks.  

Following Harrison’s death, Bahle con-
solidated Harrison’s work from his vari-
ous residences and began compiling de-
tailed notebooks of his nonfiction work. 
His official archives are held by Grand 
Valley State University and were under-
written by Hank Meijer and the Meijer 
Foundation. In 
addition, Mich-
igan State Uni-
versity Archives 
has additional 
material of Har-
rison’s, some of 
which have been 
sealed, such as 
the letters be-
tween Harrison 
and his long-
time writer pal 
Tom McGuane.  

Bahle said that 
after Harrison’s 
death, she sat on 
the floor of her 
home in north-
west Michigan 
sorting through 
“piles and piles” 
of magazines she 
had saved con-
taining Harri-
son’s essays. She 
also worked dil-
igently to clear copyrights for Harrison’s 
work, allowing them to be republished. 

Previously, she had overseen the post-
humous “A Really Big Lunch” book, 
which contained Harrison’s essays on 
food and cooking. Bahle remembers 
early in Harrison’s career getting some 
vital advice from a literary friend of 
Harrison’s: save everything.  

“I pulled everything from the waste-
basket and sent it to Grand Valley,” Bah-
le said. 

The new book contains numerous pho-
tographs from a variety of photographers. 
The images trace Harrison’s vast interests 

and detail his deeply ridged face. One 
photographer whose work is included is 
Bud Schulz, a long-time friend of Harri-
son now living in the St. Johns area. 

“The title for the new book was some-
thing Jim coined,” Bahle said. 

She said another title that was consid-
ered was “A River Never 
Sleeps,” which would’ve 
represented Harrison’s 
passion for water. 

Followers of the life 
and work of Harrison 
will find the essays pop-
ulated with some of his 
favorite people. The 
cast includes his fish-
ing and hunting part-
ners McGuane, Guy de 
la Valdene and painter 
Russell Chatham, who 
illustrated the dust 
jackets for most of Har-
rison’s fiction. Together, 
in the 1970s, they were 
wild and crazy guys 
who cut a wide swath 
in Key West, Leelanau 
and Montana. 

I encourage both the 
lovers of Harrison’s 
work and those just 
discovering his legacy 
to buy this book and 

put it away until the long hard winter 
strikes. Each night, read just one essay 
— then reread them while making notes 
in the margin. You will see the world in 
a different light and soon realize you 
are reading the work of a genius. Many 
readers will also learn he was a lot like 
you (and me). Yes, he could name and 
quote almost every famous poet, but he 
could also treasure the simple beauty of 
a walk in the woods. 

Harrison was never honored with 
a Pulitzer or a National Book Award 
during his lifetime, but reading his work 
is the best way to honor him anyway. 

curiousbooks.com      517-332-0112         MichiganBookShow

73rd 
MICHIGAN ANTIQUARIAN 

BOOK & PAPER SHOW
Sunday, October 9 s 9:30 AM - 5 PM  s Free Parking

Causeway Bay Hotel & 
Conference Center
6810 S. Cedar, Lansing

Bring this coupon for $1 off
$5 admission price

  

Curious Book Shop
307 E. Grand River, E. Lansing

332-0112   We validate parking
Mon.-Sat. 10-7 pm, Sun. 12-5 pm

curiousbooks.com

53rd Anniversary Sale!
53% off all used hardback books 

$53.00 or less! 
(except signed or limited books) 

Through Tues. 10/4!

 Courtesy photo

Jim Harrison (Dec. 11, 1937-March 
26, 2016) was a prolific and versatile 
American poet, novelist and essayist. 

“The Search for the Genuine” is out 
now via Grove Press. 

Harrison un-earthed  
‘The Search for the Genuine’ 
delivers nonfiction to the late 
author’s devotees 
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“animated calligraphics” grew from ex-
perimental work on paper — layering 
translucent words to create abstract 
manuscripts and calligraphic paint-
ings. The intent is to express shapes and 
rhythms inherent to the act of writing 
and the poetry she represents. 

Darnell said interpreting and animat-
ing another person’s work for FILME-
TRY is a welcomed challenge.  

“When I write a poem out in calligraphy, 
whether it is animated or not, I “hear” and 
understand it in ways I might not with a 
simple reading through.,” Darnell said. 
“‘Grace’ struck me with its vivid imagery 
but also with the way the words shifted 
perspective. I sensed both an internal and 
external landscape against which some-
thing quite gem-like could appear. This 
is what informed my process as I worked 
my way through this animated poem.”  

Of course, there is plenty of other art-
ists on the diverse bill. And while plenty 
of locals are represented, Hunter Mor-
gan is thrilled about the international 
lineup of poets and filmmakers.   

“We received submissions from 
throughout the world,” she said. “Charles 
Olsen, a filmmaker from New Zealand 
who now lives in Spain, adapted a poem 
by Christine Jones, who lives in Massa-
chusetts. Olsen’s films have won many 
prizes and been shown worldwide. Lori 
Ersolmaz, a filmmaker from Naples, 
adapted a poem by Linda Nemec Foster, 
who lives in Grand Rapids.”  

Also on the FILMETRY schedule is 
Jim Hall, a two-time Peabody Award 
winner for his work in television as part 
of an investigative team. He adapted a 
poem by Brian Gilmore, a Lansing res-
ident for many years but now living in 
Washington, D.C.  

FILEMTRY is sponsored by the MSU 
Libraries, MSU Department of English, 
MSU Film Studies Program, and the 
Lansing Public Media Center. For more 
information, visit filmetry.org. 

Courtesy photos

FILMETRY Festival was co-founded in 2018 by Cindy Hunter Morgan (left). Kathryn 
Darnell (right) is one of a long roster of filmmakers and poets who’ll be show-
cased at the event.

2022 FILMETRY 
Festival  

Friday, Sept. 30  
Lansing Public Media 
Center 
2500 S. Washington Ave., 
Lansing 
7 p.m., FREE 

Bringing poems to the big screen  
FILMETRY Festival melds 
poetry and film 

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids

DJ E-Nyce

Thurs., Sept. 29, 7-10 p.m.

Kurt Stone

Fri., Sept. 30, 7-10 p.m.

Brian Smalley

Sat., Oct. 1, 7-10 p.m.

The Exchange
314 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

Darin Larner Jr.

Fri., Sept. 30, 9:30 p.m.

The Knockoffs

Sat.,Oct. 1, 9:30 p.m.

The Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan, Lansing

Fragment of Soul

Fri., Sept. 30, 9 p.m.

The Corzo Effect

Sat., October 1, 9 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Co. 
518 E. Shiawassee, Lansing

The Devil Elvis Show

Fri., Sept. 30, 7-10 p.m.

Robin Theatre
1105 S. Washington, Lansing

Dixon’s Violin

Thurs., Sept. 29, 8 p.m.

Urban Beat 
1213 Turner, Lansing

Absolute Music Chamber Series

Thurs., Sept. 29, 7-9 p.m.

Brotha Earth

Fri., Sept. 30, 7:30-10:30 p.m.

Orquestra Ritmo 

Sat., Oct. 1, 8-11 p.m. 

Live & Local

By RICH TUPICA 
Inspired by notions of “home,” film-

makers, poets, readers, listeners and 
viewers will converge for the 4th annual 
FILMETRY Festival, which showcases 12 

short films adapt-
ed from poems 
— all informed 
by explorations of 
“what it means to 
dwell somewhere.”  

Hosted at the 
Lansing Public 
Media Center, 
this year’s theme 

was centered on building campus rela-
tionships by connecting the FILMETRY 
project with the MSU Libraries Short 
Edition project and engaging with a re-
cent home-themed exhibit at the MSU 
Broad Art Museum.  

This year, filmmakers and poets from 
around the world will be represented in 
the event for the first time. Co-founded 
in 2018 by Cindy Hunter Morgan and 
Peter Johnston, both teachers in the 
College of Arts and Letters at Michigan 
State University, this fourth-year fest 
presents its most diverse roster. 

“This year, for the first time, we invited 
and received submissions from through-
out the world,” Hunter Morgan said. “The 
films are all short — less than five minutes 
each — but they are all different. They are 
informed by different poems, different ex-
periences and different aesthetic choices. 

“We’re delighted that Kate Darnell, a 
local filmmaker, will be part of the fes-
tival this year,” Hunter Morgan added. 
“She adapted a poem by Wally Swist, 
who lives in Massachusetts.”  

Kathryn (Kate) Darnell found poet-
ry film after decades as a professional 
calligrapher and illustrator in tradi-
tional media. According to her bio, her 
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“Freefall”--another 
themeless puzzle for 
y’all. 

by Matt Jones 

2022 Matt Jones 

Across 

1. Vegetarian cookout 
option 

8. Hammered hard 

15. Silent partner, to 
others? 

17. Cryptozoologist’s 
subject 

18. Fifth of a foot 

19. Like, last week 

20. Robot attachment? 

21. Stylist’s job 

23. Venerating verse 

25. “Stepped away for a 
break” acronym 

28. Angler’s accessory 

30. Lhasa ___ (shaggy 
dog) 

32. Exuberance 

33. Kid-lit series with 
side characters Too-Tall 
Grizzly and Professor 
Actual Factual 

36. Dad-joke punchline 
that ends a 1978 REO 
Speedwagon album title 

37. Title for Haile 
Selassie, with “His” 

38. Really secure, in 
some brand names 

39. Some crafting 
projects, initially 

40. Futbol cheers 

41. GPS lines 

42. “I Can Barely Take 
Care of Myself” author/
comedian Kirkman 

43. Carson Daly’s 
former MTV show with 
screaming fans 

44. “Special Agent ___” 
(Disney Channel series 
voiced by Sean Astin) 

46. Like some fireplaces 

49. Pronoun sometimes 

paired with they 

52. Approval that may 
influence a purchase 

57. Daytime show with 
the euphemism “making 
whoopee” 

58. It might as well be 
sprig 

59. Everything usually 
includes them 

Down 

1. Table warning, maybe 

2. Melville novel 
published 4 years before 
“Moby-Dick” 

3. D20 side 

4. “Not that again!” 

5. Tumultuous sound 

6. ___ a time 

7. Tenacious D bandmate 
Kyle 

8. Scholarly gatherings 

9. Band with the 1999 hit 
“Summer Girls” 

10. Muppet with a duckie 

11. Medium for Myst, 

originally 

12. Earns more at work 

13. Suffix with butyl 

14. Mus. arcade game 
with lots of descending 
arrows 

16. World Cup host with 
the vuvuzelas, for short 

21. ___ Chapman, 
Favorite Country New 
Artist nominee at the 
1990 AMAs 

22. Radial counterpart 

24. Summer in the club 

26. Guinness Book 
entries 

27. Host Liza of “Dancing 
With Myself” and the 
“Double Dare” reboot 

28. Leave off the list 
again (how’d that get in 
there?) 

29. Blows up about, as in 
an argument 

30. How some goals can 
be met 

31. In a glib manner 

32. Happened to 

33. Book-cover filler? 

34. Subtly obnoxious 

35. Home planet of 
Ensign Ro and many 
subsequent “Star Trek” 
characters 

42. Russell Crowe, in 
“Man of Steel” 

43. “Atlanta” actor Brian 
___ Henry 

45. Word on Steinway 
pianos 

47. Underhanded 

48. Conforms (to) 

49. Thailand, in the past 

50. Iron-rich blood 
pigment 

51. Some pasture 
animals 

52. Letters in uploading 
to servers, once 

53. “A clue!” 

54. Wowed condition 

55. Wired workers, 
briefly 

56. Upscale computer 
monitor letters, in the ‘80s

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 26

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

SUDOKU     Intermediate

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, column, and 
outlined 3-by-3 box 
contains the numbers 1 
through 9 exactly once. 
No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 26

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny  September 28-October 4, 2022

ARIES (March 21-April 19): When you Aries 
folks are at your best, you are drawn to people 
who tell you exactly what they think, who aren’t 
intimidated by your high energy, and who dare to 
be as vigorous as you. I hope you have an array 
of allies like that in your sphere right now. In my 
astrological opinion, you especially need their 
kind of stimulation. It’s an excellent time to invite 
influences that will nudge you out of your status 
quo and help you glide into a new groove. Are you 
willing to be challenged and changed? 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Author Toni 
Morrison thought that beauty was “an absolute 
necessity” and not “a privilege or an indulgence.” 
She said that “finding, incorporating, and then 
representing beauty is what humans do.” In her 
view, we can’t live without beauty “any more than 
we can do without dreams or oxygen.” All she 
said is even truer for Taurus and Libras than the 
other signs. And you Bulls have an extra wrinkle: 
It’s optimal if at least some of the beauty in your 
life is useful. Your mandate is summed up well 
by author Anne Michaels: “Find a way to make 
beauty necessary; find a way to make necessity 
beautiful.” I hope you’ll do a lot of that in the 
coming weeks. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Philosopher 
Alfred North Whitehead said, “It requires a very 
unusual mind to make an analysis of the obvious.” 
I nominate you to perform that service in the 
coming days, both for yourself and your allies. 
No one will be better able than you to discern the 
complexities of seemingly simple situations. You 
will also have extraordinary power to help people 
appreciate and even embrace paradox. So be 
a crafty master of candor and transparency, 
Gemini. Demonstrate the benefits of being loyal 
to the objective evidence rather than to the easy 
and popular delusions. Tell the interesting truths. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Cancerian poet 
Lucille Clifton sent us all an invitation: “Won’t 
you celebrate with me what I have shaped into 
a kind of life? I had no model. I made it up here 
on this bridge between starshine and clay, my 
one hand holding tight my other hand.” During 
October, fellow Cancerian, I propose you draw 
inspiration from her heroic efforts to create 
herself. The coming weeks will be a time when you 
can achieve small miracles as you bolster your 
roots, nourish your soulful confidence, and ripen 
your uniqueness. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “Dear Rob the 
Astrologer: This morning I put extra mousse on 
my hair and blow-dried the hell out of it, so now 
it is huge and curly and impossibly irresistible. 
I’m wearing bright orange shoes so everyone 
will stare at my feet, and a blue silk blouse that 
is much too high-fashion to wear to work. It has 
princess seams and matches my eyes. I look 
fantastic. How could anyone of any gender resist 
drinking in my magnificence? I realize you’re 
a spiritual type and may not approve of my 
showmanship, but I wanted you to know that what 
I’m doing is a totally valid way to be a Leo. —Your 
Leo teacher Brooke.” Dear Brooke: Thank you for 
your helpful instruction! It’s true that I periodically 
need to loosen my tight grip on my high principles. 
I must be more open to appreciating life’s raw 
feed. I hope you will perform a similar service for 
everyone you encounter in the coming weeks. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): How to be the best 
Virgo you can be during the coming weeks: 1. 
You must relish, not apologize for, your precise 
obsessions. 2. Be as nosy as you need to be to 
discover the core truths hidden beneath the 
surface. Risk asking almost too many questions in 
your subtle drive to know everything. 3. Help loved 
ones and allies shrink and heal their insecurities. 
4. Generate beauty and truth through your skill 
at knowing what needs to be purged and shed. 
5. Always have your Bullshit Detector with you. 
Use it liberally. 6. Keep in close touch with the 
conversations between your mind and body. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The Libran approach 

to fighting for what’s right shouldn’t involve getting 
into loud arguments or trying to manipulate 
people into seeing things your way. If you’re 
doing what you were born to do, you rely on 
gentler styles of persuasion. Are you doing what 
you were born to do? Have you become skilled 
at using clear, elegant language to say what you 
mean? Do you work on behalf of the best outcome 
rather than merely serving your ego? Do you 
try to understand why others feel the way they 
do, even if you disagree with their conclusions? 
I hope you call on these superpowers in the 
coming weeks. We all need you to be at the height 
of your potency. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): “One bad apple 
spoils the rest” is an idiom in the English language. 
It refers to the idea that if one apple rots as it 
rests in a pile of apples, the rest will quickly rot, 
too. It’s based on a scientific fact. As an apple 
decays, it emanates the gas ethylene, which 
speeds up decay in nearby apples. A variant of 
this idiom has recently evolved in relation to police 
misconduct, however. When law enforcement 
officials respond to such allegations, they say 
that a few “bad apples” in the police force 
aren’t representative of all the other cops. So, 
I’m wondering which side of the metaphor is at 
work for you right now, Scorpio. Should you 
immediately expunge the bad apple in your life? 
Or should you critique and tolerate it? Should you 
worry about the possibility of contamination, or 
can you successfully enforce damage control? 
Only you know the correct answer. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Of all the signs 
in the zodiac, you Sagittarians know best how to 
have fun even when life sucks. Your daily rhythm 
may temporarily become a tangle of boring or 
annoying tasks, yet you can still summon a knack 
for enjoying yourself. But let me ask you this: How 
are your instincts for drumming up amusement 
when life doesn’t suck? Are you as talented at 
whipping up glee and inspiration when the daily 
rhythm is smooth and groovy? I suspect we will 
gather evidence to answer those questions in the 
coming weeks. Here’s my prediction: The good 
times will spur you to new heights of creating 
even more good times. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): More than you 
might realize, people look to you for leadership 
and regard you as a role model. This will be extra 
true in the coming weeks. Your statements and 
actions will have an even bigger impact than usual. 
Your influence will ripple out far beyond your 
sphere. In light of these developments, which may 
sometimes be subtle, I encourage you to upgrade 
your sense of responsibility. Make sure your 
integrity is impeccable. Another piece of advice, 
too: Be an inspiring example to people without 
making them feel like they owe you anything. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Rapper-
songwriter Nicki Minaj says, “You should 
never feel afraid to become a piece of art. It’s 
exhilarating.” I will go further, Aquarius. I invite 
you to summon ingenuity and joy in your efforts 
to be a work of art. The coming weeks will be an 
ideal time for you to tease out more of your inner 
beauty so that more people can benefit from it. I 
hope you will be dramatic and expressive about 
showing the world the full array of your interesting 
qualities. PS: Please call on the entertainment 
value of surprise and unpredictability. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Author Robertson 
Davies declared, “One learns one’s mystery at 
the price of one’s innocence.” It sounds poetic, 
but it doesn’t apply to most of you Pisceans—
especially now. Here’s what I’ve concluded: The 
more you learn your mystery, the more innocent 
you become. Please note I’m using the word 
“innocence” in the sense defined by author 
Clarissa Pinkola Estés. She wrote: “Ignorance is 
not knowing anything and being attracted to the 
good. Innocence is knowing everything and still 
being attracted to the good.” 
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Saturday, October 1
2nd Annual Grand River Color Tour 
Triathlon - 7 a.m.-5 p.m. Mill Pointe Park, 114 
Mill St., Eaton Rapids. runsignup.com. 

37th Annual Powwow of Love - MSU North 
American Indigenous Student Organization. 10 a.m.-
9 p.m. IM East Field, East Lansing. events.msu.edu.

Autumn Art Show - during October. View 
fall-inspired mandalas and artwork. 12-4 p.m. 
Haslett Branch Library, 1590 Franklin St., 
Haslett. retreadart.com.

Bell, Book & Candle - 8-10 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.

Contra and Square Dance - Vaccination 
cards and masks are required for Fall dances. 
7-10 p.m. Central United Methodist

Church, 215 N. Capitol, Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.
org. Fall Native Plant Sale - 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Harris 
Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Rd., Okemos.        
517-349-3866.
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022 
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

 
Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 9 a.m. Monday 

for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Hannah at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, September 28 
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus 
Stretch and Flex Exercise group 9-10 a.m. 5151 
Marsh Rd. Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Allen Farmers Market - 2:30-7 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing.

Essays on Invisibility by Paloma Nunez-
Regueiro - October. 11 a.m. Lansing Art Gallery 
& Education Center, 300 S Washington Square 
#100, Lansing. lansingartgallery.org.

Intro to CNC Routing for Beginners - 4-5 
p.m. MSU Libraries, 366 W Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-0901. bookings.lib.msu.edu.

Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh 
tradition - weekly practice. 7-9 p.m. Van Hanh 
Temple, 3015 S. MLK Jr Blvd., Lansing. lamc.info.

Meridian Democrats Public Meeting - 6-8 
p.m. Henry’s Place, 4926 Marsh Road, Okemos. 
Meridian Farmers’ Market - 3-7 p.m. 1995 
Central Park Dr., Okemos.

Michigan - A Warm Embrace - through 
October. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. 
Grand River, Okemos. framersedge.net.

Muslim Journeys at the MSU Broad Art 
Museum - view the exhibition Zaha Hadid 
Design: Untold. 6-9 p.m. Eli and Edythe Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East Lansing. 
broadmuseum.msu.edu.

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful 
Array of Artistic Techniques and Images 
- “Dreaming Between the Lines” – 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. The Peoples Church of East Lansing, 200 
W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing.

Paint with Bob Ross - Paint happy little 
trees with Bob at the Library! 5-6 p.m. Eaton 
Rapids Area District Library, 220 S. Main, Eaton 
Rapids. eradl.org.

PeaceQuest Greater Lansing 
2022 - Various times and locations at 
peacequestgreaterlansing.org.

Weaving the Web: Water - 6-8 p.m. Weavers 
of the Web, ATC, 809 Center Street, Suite 7A, 
Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - exhibit through 

February 12, 2023.10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr., East 
Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Thursday, September 29 
“A Course in Miracles” Group Discussion 
- via zoom. 7-8:30 p.m. Unity Spiritual Center of 
Lansing. unitylansing.org. 

Bell, Book & Candle - 7-9 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com. 

Dimondale Farmers’ Market - 3-7 p.m. 136 
N Bridge St, Dimondale. 

Empty Faces: The Woods – Supernatural 
Investigation. 5:30-6:30 p.m. Charlotte 
Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St, 
Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org. 

Essays on Invisibility by Paloma Nunez-
Regueiro - collection of linoleum prints, 
monoprints, and monotypes. 11 a.m. Lansing Art 
Gallery & Education Center, 300 S Washington 
Square, #100, Lansing. lansingartgallery.org. 

Fall Canvas Painting - Join Beck Wychers 
of “Fun Times Painting” for a painting evening! 
5:45-8:30 p.m. Eaton Rapids Area District 
Library, 220 S. Main, Eaton Rapids. eradl.org. 

Farmers Market at the Capitol - 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Michigan State Capitol, 100 N Capitol Ave, Lansing. 

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - fun, 
exercise, friendship and skating practice. 9:30-
11:20 a.m. Suburban Ice, 2810 Hannah Blvd., 
East Lansing. ladiessilverblades.org. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches! 5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 
manifestlansing.com. 

Trivia - 9-11 p.m. The Avenue Cafe, 2021 E 
Michigan, Lansing. avenuecafelansing.com.

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - exhibit 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Eli & Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle 
Dr., East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Friday, September 30
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus 
Stretch and Flex Exercise group - 9-10 a.m. 5151 

Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

Bell, Book & Candle - 8-10 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.

Craft Club - Make some Light Up 
Constellation Art! Grades 4-12. 4-5:30 p.m. 
Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick 
St, Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org. 

Cruise to - Weekly cruise-ins .5-8 p.m. 
Holt Farmers’ Market, 2150 Cedar St, Holt. 
delhitownship.com. 

East Lansing Welcomes the World - 6:30-
8:30 p.m. East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbot 
Rd., East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.

Faculty Open House - Curious about 
university class visits at the MSU Broad Art 
Museum? 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Eli and Edythe Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East Lansing..
broadmuseum.msu.edu. 

TGIF dinner & Dance - 7-11:59 p.m. Hawk 
Hollow, 15101 Chandler Rd. Bath, MI 48808, Bath. 
tgifdance.com.

Sponsored by 
Soldan’s Pet Supplies

locally owned & operated since 1955
soldanspet.com 

Matthew  is a sweet old 
man who pretty much takes 
life as it comes! He’d love a 
quiet, easygoing home to chill 
out and relax in.

Conklin  is a big goofy lab/dane 
senior who is looking for a quieter home 
with a nice large yard and a companion to 
go on long rambling walks with him.

Dancer  is a friendly, outgoing girl! 
Her motto is “reach out and pat some-
one,” especially if you stop petting her 
too soon. Would do fine in any home. 

Sponsored by 
Schuler Books

City Pulse In Memory of Rodica’s cats.

Sponsored by 
Anne & Dale Schrader

Mr. Sir is is a handsome gentle-
man who’s a super friendly, energetic 
guy with a rumbling purr who loves 
attention. Would do fine with other 
cats. 

Sponsor a pet on the next Adoption Page for only $35, $6 goes to the shelter. To sponsor, call 999-5061 now!! 
Adopt a pet on this page and Soldan’s will thank you with a $10 gift certificate.  Contact (517) 999-5061 after you adopt.

To adopt one of these pets, visit the ICAS at  600 Buhl St., Mason, 
call (517) 676-8370 to make an appt. or go to ac.ingham.org.

Ingham County Animal Shelter

Lansing
6201 W. Saginaw Hwy
5016  S. MLK Jr. Blvd
Okemos
2283 Grand River Ave.
DeWitt
12286 Old U.S. 27
Charlotte
515 Lansing St.

Elya Yelnats   loves attention 
and gentle petting. Laid back and affec-
tionate, Elya should do well with kids, 
cats, and a well-behaved dog.

See Events, Page 26

Friday, Sept. 30 
1213 Turner St., Lansing. 

7:30-10:30 p.m. 
5 p.m., 18+ 

$20, $15 advance, $5 w/ student ID 
urbanbeatevents.com  

Brotha Earth is a five-piece band featuring three former touring members of the 
legendary Motown band, Rare Earth. Floyd Stokes Jr., the dynamite drummer-vo-
calist for Rare Earth for nearly three decades, is showcased in the group. He’s 
shared stages with legends like James Brown, Blood Sweat and Tears and Kan-
sas. Rounding out the lineup is Rick Warner (keys), Jerry Lew Patterson (guitar), 
Mocha (saxophone, flute, lead vocals) and bassist James Williams — who is also 
a co-founder of Root Doctor. Friday, check out the band at UrbanBeat in Old Town. 

Brotha Earth at 
UrbanBeat 
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Events
from page 25

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 24

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 24

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
By Order of the County

Treasurer of Ingham County
Wednesday, October 19, 2022

Registration at 8:30 AM - Auction Begins at 10 AM
Auction Location: Lansing Center

333 E. Michigan Avenue, Lansing MI.
Detailed info on parcels and terms at

www.BippusUSA.com

Ingham County 2nd Sale Legal Ad

Legal Notice Section:
Lansing City Pulse
September 14

Legal Notice Section:
Lansing State Journal & Ingham 
Community Newspapers
LSJ - September 15
ICN - September 18

Location: Lansing Center, 333 E. Michigan Ave, Lansing, MI
Alan Fox, Treasurer, Ingham County

341 S. Jefferson St, Mason, MI, (517) 676-7220

Registration: 8:30 AM; Auction: 10:00 AM

Detailed info on parcels and terms at 
www.BippusUSA.com

By Order of the County Treasurer of Ingham County

For Detailed 
Info Visit 

Our Website!John Bippus AARE CAI CEB GRI, Broker/Auctioneer

REAL ESTATE

AUCTION
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2022

Flashes Advertising & News & County Journal
2x3, September 17

Location: Lansing Center, 
333 E. Michigan Ave, Lansing, MI
Alan Fox, Treasurer, Ingham Co.
341 S. Jefferson St, Mason, MI,

(517) 676-7220

Registration: 8:30 AM
Auction: 10:00 AM

Detailed info on parcels and terms at 
www.BippusUSA.com

By Order of the County Treasurer 
of Ingham County

John Bippus AARE CAI CEB GRI, Broker/Auctioneer

REAL ESTATE

AUCTION
WED., OCTOBER 19, 2022

Lansing City Pulse, 1/8 Page, 
Sept. 28; Oct 6

Low Starting Bids!

Fiesta! - Celebrating Hispanic Heritage in 
Michigan, the exhibit - 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Casa de 
Rosado Galeria and Cultural Center, 204 E. Mt. 
Hope Avenue, Lansing. 

Gun Buyback (for cash) - Cash for firearms 
as defined by MI state legislative code. 11 a.m.-2 
p.m. parking lot St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 
6500 Amwood Dr., Lansing. 

Ingham County Free Day 2022 - Ingham 
County & Lansing City residents receive free 
admission today 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Potter Park Zoo, 
1301 S Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. 517-483-4222. 
potterparkzoo.org. 

Tim Cunningham Concert and CD Release 
Party - 6-11 p.m. The Venue, 5660 W. Saginaw 
Hwy, Lansing. timcunningham.ticketleap.com. 

Witches Night Out: Corn Maze! - 6-10 
p.m. Bestmaze Corn Maze, 3803 Noble Rd., 
Williamston. weaversoftheweb.org.

Sunday, October 2
2022 Walk to End Alzheimer’s - 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. State Capitol, 100 N. Capitol Ave., Lansing. 
act.alz.org.

Bell, Book & Candle - 2-4 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.

College Day - all college students enter 
free with valid college ID. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Potter 
Park Zoo, 1301 S Pennsylvania Ave, Lansing. 
potterparkzoo.org. 

East Lansing Farmers Market -10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

Fiesta! Celebrating Hispanic Heritage In Michigan 
exhibit. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Casa de Rosado Galeria and 
Cultural Center, 204 E. Mt. Hope Ave., Lansing.

Free Formal Giveaway Cinderella’s Closet 
- 1-4 p.m. Ever After Opportunities located in 
the Lansing Mall, 5330 W. Saginaw, Lansing. 517-
885-5646. everafteropportunities.org.

Free Public Zoom Talk Featuring Steven 
M. Girvin of Yale University - The Facility 
for Rare Isotope Beams (FRIB) invites the 
community to the next Advanced Studies 
Gateway public talk event.1-3 p.m. Facility for 
Rare Isotope Beams, East Lansing. frib.msu.edu. 

Partnered Dynamic Meditations with 
Alfred Silverstar - 3-4:30 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center St., 7A, Lansing. 
manifestlansing.com.

Monday, October 3
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus 
Stretch and Flex Exercise group. 9-10 a.m. 5151 
Marsh Rd., Okemos. meridian50plus.com.

“A Course in Abundance”- 9 Week 
Workshop with Maureen Muldoon. 7:30-9 p.m. 
Unity Spiritual Center of Lansing, 2395 S. 
Washington, Lansing. 517- 371-3010.

Book Discussion Group - Join us for a lively 
discussion. 1-2 p.m. Mason City Hall, 201 W. Ash 
St., Mason. business.masonchamber.org. 

Dan Mattson, Trombone - 3 p.m. Cook 
Recital Hall, East Lansing. events.msu.edu.

Karaoke - 9 p.m.-1 a.m. The Avenue Cafe, 2021 
E Michigan, Lansing. avenuecafelansing.com. 

Meaningful Mondays - 8-9 p.m. Self 
Realization Centre, Michigan, 7187 Drumheller 
Road, Bath.

“Mirari, the Way of the Marys”with Lucille 
Olson. Group discussion. 1:30 p.m. Unity 

Spiritual Center of Lansing, 2395 S. Washington, 
Lansing. unitylansing.org. 

Tuesday, October 4
Board Game Meet Up -. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Spare 
Time Bowling Alley, 3101 E Grand River, Lansing.

Free Tutoring for Youth 12-18 - 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Ever After Opportunities, located in the Lansing 
Mall, 5330 W. Saginaw, Lansing. 517-885-5646. 
everafteropportunities.org.

How to use Airbnb: Ethical Pathways 
to Hosting Guests - 5:30-7:30 p.m. Umoja 
House, Lansing. 517-667- 8178. umoja.house.

It’s a Breast Thing Fundraiser - 5-8 p.m. 
Eagle Eye Golf Club, 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 
Itsabreastthing.org.

Parent Happy Hour - Storytime for kids 

and wine flight specials for parents. 5-7 p.m. 
Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 

Preschool Family Storytime - for 1-6 year 
olds. 11-11:30 a.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge.

Preschool Storytime at CADL Mason 
Library -10:30-11 a.m. 145 W. Ash St., Mason. 
business.masonchamber.org. 

Preteen Reads Book Club - Our monthly 
book club for students in grades 4 through 6. 
6-7 p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. 
Bostwick St, Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Sporcle Live! Trivia - 2 games 7:30 & 8:30 
p.m. Crunchy’s, 254 W Grand River Ave, East 
Lansing.crunchyseastlansing.com.

University Archives Pop-up: Exploring 
scrapbooks! 12-2 p.m. Main Library, East 
Lansing. events.msu.edu.

Energy Essences, LLC

~ Cynthia Freeman

517-974-2413

● Aur  R a g
● Ene y H i g
● In u ve A

“I felt I was in good hands and
what she revealed truly resonated
with my spirit. You will thank
yourself for taking the next step in
your journey.”

- Felicia Ann, Farmington Hills

“Cynthia is gifted without a doubt.
I would highly recommend her
services if you are feeling lost

and trapped in your life.”
- G.Y. from E. Lansing

Mention This Ad in
City Pulse, GET
1/2 OFF ARTWORK.
Energyessences1.com
Energyessences1@

gmail.com
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By CHELSEA LAKE ROBERTS 
For the local plant-based eaters con-

tinuously on the hunt for new meatless 
menus, a new veggie spot, Veg-Head, is 
headed to downtown Lansing.   

Chef Kari Magee opens the new 
restaurant on Friday, October 7 at 11 a.m. 
for quick-service lunch and a full-service 

dinner. Located 
on the first floor 
of the Ranney 
Building at 208 
S. Washington 
St., the freshly cu-
rated menu offers 
entirely plant-
based selections 
that reimagine 
Americana dish-
es described as 
comfort food.  

“It’s ‘normal 
green,’” Magee 
said. “Everyone 
can come in and 
find something 

they will recognize.” This chef ’s ap-
proach is nothing like the high-ener-
gy television personalities you’re used 
to seeing. She is relaxed, kind and a 
self-described “hippie.”  

And to those who say that vegan food is 
bland or isn’t tasty, she smiles, shrugs, and 
says, “Try it.” It’s an invitation and a chal-
lenge that this reporter happily accepted. 
For starters, I dug into cauliflower tacos al 
pastor. They were perfectly spicy, chewy, 
juicy and filling. Veg-Head’s dynamic 
menu also includes plant-based burg-
ers and sandwiches, mushroom steaks, 
upscale pasta and crab(less) cakes. For 
those with a sweet tooth, there are fresh-
ly-baked vegan chocolate chip cookies 
and gluten-free avocado chocolate cake.  

Magee’s goal is to delight you, which 
may mean some surprises. At heart, she 
is a creative professional with an abso-
lute passion for the product. “Food is a 
centerpiece of life, and some of my best 
memories are tied to that. I’ve always 
found myself in the kitchen,” she said.  

As a child, Magee used to get in trou-
ble for critiquing her mother’s cooking. 
She remembers those times with 
a smile but says: “Well, look 
where we are now.”  

Initially, Magee fell into the 
restaurant business to help pay 
for her art degree but soon real-
ized that making food was her 
artistic practice. Over the years, 
she has paid her dues at various 
gigs, including a stint in the food 
service industry in Great Brit-
ain. “I was so hungry to learn 
everything I could,” she recalled, 
emphasizing the life skills and 
fundamentals learned in the 
kitchen: Team, time, taste, criti-
cism, cleaning and pushing your-
self. The adrenaline kicks in, and 
you have to make things work. 

One career milestone for Ma-
gee was her time as the first executive 
chef of retail at Michigan State Univer-
sity. She developed 16 different venues 
and did concept development for aller-
gen-friendly meals and healthier op-
tions at sporting events. At MSU, Magee 
trained under the award-winning Chef 
Kurt Kwiatkowski, senior executive chef 
of culinary services. He offered Magee 
the job after watching her practical 
exam.  

“The way she carried herself in the 
kitchen, you could see she was pas-
sionate about food,” Kwiatkowski said. 
“She’s super smart. She wants to find 
that right flavor, and she’s okay with 
feedback.”  

Eventually, Magee oversaw about 

500 people on campus and continued 
her professional development through 
training and certifications.  

By 2019, she completed a corpo-
rate chef plant-based certification and 
switched to a plant-based, vegan life-
style. Magee doesn’t go on for long about 
this part of her journey. She’s conscious 
of the stereotypes about veganism and 
doesn’t want to bore or even offend me. 
“You think you know some of the bene-
fits (of a vegan lifestyle), but this was an 
awakening,” she said.  

After incorporating her new vision 
into her professional work, Magee be-
came known as the “vegan chef ” around 
campus. She delighted in getting stu-
dents to try vegan food — a project 
made easier when the food looked like 
something they were used to eating: a 
burger, nachos or pizza. But she didn’t 
stop there. She explored her creative 
side, experimenting with dishes like hi-
biscus tacos, banana blossom fish and 
chips and watermelon steaks.  

In 2021, Magee received a gold med-
al in an American Culinary Federation 
competition. She competed and won 
with a vegan dish. I asked her old boss 
about Magee’s switch to the plant-based 
lifestyle and its impact on her career. 

Kwiatkowski said: “She wants to make 
the best food possible; it just happens to 
be vegan.”  

But opening a new restaurant is more 
than just creating a flavorsome menu 
— it’s also about creating a vibe in the 
location. The space redesign has been a 
fulfilling journey for the building’s own-
er and local developer, Shawn Elliot. El-
liot is redesigning the interior with low 
booths and various textures like exposed 
bricks, wood grain, smooth columns and 
repurposed countertops. He said Magee’s 

canvas is the plate and that his can-
vas is the building. “We’re going to 
spend time on your five senses here,” 
he said.  

Elliot added that he is passion-
ate about Lansing’s historic archi-
tecture and people, including Dr. 
George E. Ranney. Elliot said it’s 
so appropriate for Veg-Head to be 
in this location because Ranney 
was one of the first environmen-
talists in the world. The Civil War 
hero, surgeon, physician and public 
health advocate famously led the 
planting of over 14,000 trees in the 
City of Lansing and bequeathed 
what is now Ranney Park. “Having 
this restaurant here feels like we’re 
carrying his baton forward,” said 
Elliot, who has worked with Magee 

on Veg-head plans since March 2021.  
In the weeks leading up to the open-

ing, the response from the communi-
ty has humbled Chef Magee. She said 
that in the past few years, she has seen 
more people getting interested in eating 
plant-based meals for various reasons. 
All it takes, she said, is one family mem-
ber going vegan or vegetarian for others 
to explore the movement.  

Looking back, she considers opening 
her own restaurant a natural evolution 
after years of hard work and experience. 
“It just came down to the fundamentals 
of what makes you happy,” Magee said. 
“On campus, I had to cook meat, which 
didn’t make me happy anymore. I want-
ed something bigger.”  

Veg-Head 

208 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing  
Monday-Saturday 11 
a.m.-8 p.m. 
facebook.com/
vegheadllc 

 Chelsea Lake Roberts 

Veg-Head owner Kari Magee and developer Shawn 
Elliot. 

Chelsea Lake Roberts 

Various Veg-Head dishes, including charred Brussel sprouts with balsamic reduction, fried shallots and vegan feta and Cauliflower al pastor tacos with guacamole and pickled onion. 

Lansing-based, plant-based 
The long road to opening Veg-
Head in downtown Lansing
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By CHLOE ALVERSON
Despite its East Lansing location, 

Risky Studios isn’t just for college 
students. Owners Joshua and Alicia 
Southern hope the multimedia pro-
duction studio will serve as a co-work-
ing space for creatives and businesses 
in the area.

Located on the lower level at 301 
M.A.C. Ave., the Southerns found a 
location that is easily accessible from 
Michigan State University and near 
the center of downtown East Lansing. 
Alicia Southern said that their studio 
will be a great 

resource for students who need access 
to things like recording equipment and 
editing software — things that often 
don’t fit into a college dorm room or 
college budget. 

The couple decided to open the pro-
duction studio after Joshua Southern’s 
production company — Risky Music 
Group — had outgrown its various 
locations within their Lansing home.

“With the desire to want to do more 
collaborations, and the opportunity to 
expand, we knew we had to get out of 
the house,” he said. “We’re at a point 
now where we want to share some of 
the wealth with the community.” 

The space features a recording 
booth, an audio production area and 
backdrops for photography opportu-
nities. Even with the small space, a lot 
can be accomplished in Risky Studios. 
The Southerns intend to build a direc-
tory of clients to promote their busi-

nesses as well — a perk that only Risky 
Studios members can enjoy. 

“Those trusted sources we have for 
photography or whatever it is, we want 
to have that business directory to say, 
‘Hey, do you need this? These are the 
people we trust to do those projects for 
you,’” Alicia Southern said. 

Membership packages are fitting for 
creatives who are using the space con-
sistently. For studio services like pod-
casting, photography and the record-
ing studio, there are hourly rates. An 
hour of music production and vocal 
recording starts at $50. The Southerns 
would be present to act as mentors and 
assist clients through the creative pro-
cess. 

The Southerns also plan to rent out 
the studio for small events of 20 people 
or fewer. Alicia Southern described it as 
a “micro-event space” for networking 
events, open mics and study groups. 

“Anybody who is wanting to venture 
off into any creative endeavor that you 
may have, you can get on our website 
and book some time,” Joshua Southern 
said. “Feel free to reach out.” 

Take the risk out of creating at Risky Studios

By CHELSEA PHILLIPS
Impression 5 Science Center is an 

interactive space for children and fam-
ilies to explore and create using all five 
senses. It is conveniently located in 
downtown Lansing, nestled just be-
tween the Riverwalk Theatre and the 
R. E. Olds Transportation Museum. It 
started in East Lansing in 1972 as one 
of the first interactive science museums 
in the country and made the move to its 
current location in 1982.

The center has spaces dedicated for 
newborns and 
beyond, with 
programs like 
D i s c o v e r y 
Time designed 
for children 
as young as 2, 
and the Youth 

Action Council for children fifth grade 
through 12th grade.

Impression 5 Science Center features 
both stationary and traveling exhib-
its. Executive director Erik Larson ex-
plained that proposals for new exhibits 
come from a variety of sources, such as 
members, staff and sponsors.

“Impression 5 has a team in place that 
actually researches and develops, proto-
types and fabricates its own exhibits,” 
Larson said. 

To supplement those exhibits, the 
museum brings in traveling exhibits 

from all over the country. Creating new 
exhibits can take up to two and a half 
years, according to Larson.

“We know our members and visitors 
want to see new exhibits much more 
frequently than that,” he said. 

Along with the delight of celebrating 
50 years of operation this April, Larson 
said there are exciting changes coming. 
One update the museum is looking to 
do would replace the climbing struc-
ture in the First Impression Room — a 
learning space designated for children 
ages birth to 4 years old. There are plans 
to add a second nursing room, which 
will be located on the first floor of the 
science center. Another change will be 
the addition of a café inside the current 
snack and eating area.

Bringing back Member Nights is also 
on the list of upcoming changes, accord-
ing to Larson. He explained that these 
events were “wrapped around a theme 
or opening of an exhibit” and happened 

several times each year prior to the pan-
demic.

Like many organizations and busi-
nesses, Impression 5 Science Center’s 
operations were impacted by the pan-
demic. Previously, Larson said the mu-
seum had around 3,700 members. That 
number dropped by half during the 
pandemic. The museum’s hours were 
also affected.

“Prior to the pandemic, we were open 
six days a week to the public,” Larson 

said. “We were open until 5 o’clock.”
The museum is open to the public 

four days a week with shortened hours. 
The hour adjustment and operation 
days are things the museum continues 
to evaluate as the pandemic continues, 
Larson said.

Sponsors and government programs 
helped Impression 5 during the pan-
demic, but Larson said that the muse-
um is always looking for more volun-
teers and funding for future projects.

Lasting impressions at Impression 5 Science Center

Impression 5 
Science Center
200 Museum Drive, Lansing
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday – Sunday
(517) 485-8116
Impression5.org
$12 non-member admission Courtesy

The First Impression Room is one of the many exhibits at Impression 5 Science 
Center where young children can safely play and explore.

This occa-
sional 
feature 
highlights 
events and 
milestones 
at local 
nonprof-
its. If you 
would like to 

submit a suggestion please email chloe@
lansingcitypulse.com

Courtesy

Joshua and Alicia Southern celebrated 
the grand opening of Risky Studios on 
Saturday (Feb. 26). Risky Studios

301 M.A.C. Ave., Suite 106, 
East Lansing
(989) 341-3652
booking@
riskystudioslansing.com 
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state, it brought to mind the perfect 
grilled cheese next to a warm bowl of 
Campbell’s. Considering that a thick 
layer of mashed potatoes is included, 
you’ve got a major comfort food expe-
rience on your hands. (You should use 
your hands.) 

You will often find sambar served 
with dosa, which speaks to how uni-
versal it is to want the rich satisfaction 
of these textures and flavors together. 
Sree's sambar was a tomato soup of 
elevated, complex proportions with a 
smoky flavor and the sour twist of tam-
arind, with some hearty chunks of car-
rot, onion and squash. Really, it’s more 

accurately classi-
fied as a stew. 

Finally, we come 
to my favorite part 
of ordering dosa. 
The chutneys! 
You never know 
when ordering a 
dosa exactly which 

chutneys you’ll get or how many. Sree 
served up coconut and tomato chut-
ney, which is a respectable variety 
(one is too few). I prefer mint to to-
mato, but coconut is my favorite, so I 
was pleased. If you ever tire of dipping 
slabs of crispy-outside, creamy-inside 
potato/dosa in your sambar, you’ve 
also got tangy, bright tomato and 
sweet yet cool-but-also-spicy coconut 
to choose from.  

Even if the ingredients are unfamil-
iar at first, the Mysore Masala Dosa is 
a dish that provides the balance of com-
fort and complexity we all crave when 
it’s dinner time, and our raincoat turns 
out to be less waterproof than adver-
tised. 

City Pulse • March 9, 2022  www.lansingcitypulse.com 35

The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Sree Saffron:                        
Mysore Masala Dosa 

4750 Hagadorn Rd #60, 
East Lansing 

(517) 993-5979

Photo by Lizy Ferguson

Mysore Masala Dosa at Sree Saffron  

A South Indian 
comfort food fix 

Monday-Thursday 11AM-10PM 
Friday 11AM-10:45PM

Saturday 11AM-10:30PM 
Sunday 11AM-9PM

300 N. CLIPPERT STREET, SUITE 17  
LANSING, MI 48912 • 517.203.0096

Buy One 
Dinner
GET ONE 
½ OFF!

A special just for you!

Full Menu Available

for Pick Up & 

Delivery

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE INFOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5SUNDAY NOON TO 5
Best Chicken Strips
Best French Fries
Best Nachos
Best Signature Dish
Best Lansing Area Brewery

By LIZY FERGUSON   
On a Tuesday evening, my friend and 

I found ourselves running around Han-
nah Plaza in a rainstorm, searching for 
our supper. We had a movie to make, 
so we abandoned the busy dinner rush 

happening at Sindhu, an 
East Lansing mainstay. A 
quick Google revealed an-
other Indian option right 
across the way: Sree Saf-
fron. I hadn’t been there 
in so long that I’d for-
gotten it existed, but I’m 
happy that circumstance 
and Michigan weather 

brought me back.  
The remarkable thing about the 

Mysore Masala Dosa I ordered is how 
much you get for your money. To out-
line it in plain Midwestern-ese: a po-

tato-stuffed pancake, a 
bowl of soup, and two 
dipping sauces, all for 
just $12.99.  

In short, a dosa is 
a South Indian crepe 
made from a fer-
mented batter of rice 
and lentils. It is a very 
thin, very large pan-
cake that, when unfurled, 
is about the circumference 
of a Parisian café table top. 
It is folded over itself and, 
in this case, filled with aloo 
masala — mashed potatoes 
cooked with onion, garlic, 
ginger, chiles for heat and 
turmeric for a golden color. 
Cumin and mustard seeds 
add a nutty flavor and tex-
ture to the mix.  

The dosa was seasoned 
with paprika and fried 
in oil to a crispy, golden 
brown. Next to the sambar 
(lentil vegetable soup), and 
given my soaked, chilly 

Mysore Masala Dosa             
is a balance of comfort           
and complexity
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AWARD WINNING BBQ + 18 TAPS AWARD WINNING BBQ + 18 TAPS 
OF PURE GOLDEN JOY = A GREAT TIME! OF PURE GOLDEN JOY = A GREAT TIME! 

18 ROTATING CRAFT, MICHIGAN MADE AND 18 ROTATING CRAFT, MICHIGAN MADE AND 
3 DOMESTIC BEERS ON TAP 3 DOMESTIC BEERS ON TAP 

VOTED BEST BBQ IN THEVOTED BEST BBQ IN THE
TOP OF THE TOWN CONTESTTOP OF THE TOWN CONTEST
FROM DAY ONE! FROM DAY ONE! 

CARNIVORESCARNIVORES    

LOVE MEAT! LOVE MEAT! 

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

#1 BEST BBQ 2013, 
2014, 2015, 2016, 
2017, 2018, 2019, 
2020 and 2022

VOTE FOR US!VOTE FOR US!
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cucumber, depending on the context, as 
well as zucchini and other forms of sum-
mer squash. The salt draws water out of 
the plant cells and prevents the dish from 
becoming a soggy, watery mess. 

To disgorge zucchini, slice it and sprin-
kle the cut sides with salt. Let sit for 20-
30 minutes, then pat the slices dry. 

Using round, 8-ball style zucchini, you 
can salt both sides of each slice. If you’re 
using “normal” long, tube-shaped zuc-
chini, slice them end to end into boats, 
and cut a flat spot on the opposite side 
of each slice so it can sit flat and not roll 
over. These slices will then also have two 
cut sides to salt. If using pattypan squash, 

slice them through their equators and 
cut off the blossom and stem ends to cre-
ate flat spots to keep them from rolling. 
These will also have two cut ends to salt. 

Normal Pizza (aka pizza margherita) 
Zucchini 
Salt 
Olive oil 
Tomato-based spaghetti or pizza sauce 
Grated parmesan or Italian cheese blend 
Sliced meat or vegetable for toppings 
Slice the zucchini as appropriate, 

with no slice greater than 3/4 -inch, and 

ArtByNevin Art_By_Nevin

nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655 

FREE

1905

Illustrations • Murals • Graphic Design
Signs • Banners • T-Shirts •Logos

As Seen On the Cover of CityPulse
Family 

Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

Vote for us
2022 Best

2022

CONTESTCONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

• Breakfast
• Brunch
• Pancakes
• Reuben
• Soup
• Vegetarian/Vegan/
   Gluten Free Restaurant
• Upscale Dining
• Hangout for Seniors

2417 E. Kalamazoo, Lansing, MI 
48912

(517) 993-5988 
www.eastsidefishfry.com

The only American owned & 
operated fish fry

Vote for us 
in the Top 

of the 
Town 

Contest
Help us win 

Best 
Fish Fry 

& Best Fried 
Chicken
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See Flash, Page 35  

FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

By ARI LEVAUX 
At my local farmers market the other 

day, I was watching the stand of a farm-
er friend as he made the rounds. I chatted 
with shoppers, taking their money as if I 
were the farmer and silently taking credit 
for all the amazing produce I did not grow.  

One of my customers bought a pile of 
8-ball summer squash, a type of round 
zucchini. “What are you going to do with 
them?” I asked. “Slice them up and cover 
the slices with pizza toppings,” she said, 
“and bake them into little zucchini pizzas.” 

Move over cauliflower crust pizza, I 
thought. This was a brilliant addition to 
the arsenal in the never-ending hunt to 
find ways to use zucchini. 

Courtesy photo 

Ari LeVaux’s zucchini pizzas.  

Never mind the cauliflower 
crust, here’s zucchini pizza 

I returned home laden with zucchi-
ni, including the normal ones, long and 
slender like cucumbers. I also had some 
of my friend’s 8-balls and a few patty 
pan summer squash shaped like flying 
saucers. Once back in the lab, I started 
experimenting. 

I tried several toppings, including a 
traditional style pizza with red sauce, 
cheese and sliced hot dogs, hoping 
to lure the children on board. I made 
some with fresh tomatoes rather than 
red sauce. I made some “white” pizzas 
without tomatoes, which makes zero 
sense this time of year, but I gave it a 
shot in the spirit of research. The best 
combinations were the aforementioned 
traditional style with red sauce and 
cheese and a BLT-inspired pizza — aka 
BLTizza — with bacon and tomatoes. I 
served it with a mixture of fresh onions 
and mayo. But everyone’s favorite was 
the Caprese salad of tomato, mozzarella 
and basil. I call it the “Caprizza.” 

It’s mandatory that you salt the zucchi-
ni after you slice it. This step, called dis-
gorgement, is worth doing on all watery 
vegetables, like eggplant and sometimes 

sprinkle with salt. Wait 20-30 minutes 
and pat dry. 

Arrange the disgorged zucchini on a 
baking tray. Add a tablespoon of olive 
oil to each piece and spread it around. 
Add a few tablespoons of sauce, spread 
it around, and then sprinkle with cheese. 
Add the toppings until it looks like pizza, 
and then bake for 20 minutes at 400. 

BLTizza 
Zucchini 
Salt 
Olive oil 
Sliced tomatoes 
Sliced bacon 
Minced onion 
Mayo 
Slice the zucchini as appropriate, with 

no slice greater than 3/4 -inch. Sprinkle 
with salt. Wait 20-30 minutes and pat 
dry. Mix the onions and mayo. 

Arrange the disgorged zucchini on a 
baking tray. Add a tablespoon of olive 
oil to each piece and spread it around. 

Add the tomato slices and then the 
bacon slices. Bake at 400 for 20 min-
utes. Remove and allow to cool. 

When cool, top with the mayo onion 
mixture, and serve. 

Caprizza 
Zucchini 
Salt 
Olive oil 
Fresh basil leaves 
Fresh tomato slices 
Fresh, sliced mozzarella cheese 
Aged balsamic vinegar (optional) 
Slice the zucchini as appropriate, with 

no slice greater than 3/4 -inch. Sprinkle 
with salt. Wait 20-30 minutes and pat dry. 

Arrange the disgorged zucchini on a 
baking tray. Add a tablespoon of olive 
oil to each piece and spread it around. 

Add the basil leaves to each piece of 
zucchini. Cover the leaves with mozza-
rella slices. Lay tomato slices over the 
mozzarella. 

Bake at 400 for 20 minutes. Remove 
and allow to cool. Drizzle with balsamic 
vinegar, if using, and serve. 
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Come see our 
new products 

for your fall 
clean up and 

gardening 
needs!

Shop Monday-Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m - 4 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

•

1434 E. Jolly Road | Lansing 
517-882-3115 | lansinggardensllc.com

Find us on 

Facebook! Fresh produce nowavailable! 

FALL 
SPECIALS
FALL 
SPECIALS

… and so much more!

Our Flower Shop 
creates beautiful 

arrangements!
Delivery is available

Mums and more for 
your fall decor!
Hanging Baskets
Hay Bales & Corn

Landscaping
Services

Clean Up  Mulching
Contact us for 

Outdoor Services
517-322-2671

Excludes Floral Shop

10% off
Everything

Delivery Not Included, Must 
Present Coupon

10% off

October 15th, 11-2 p.m.October 15th, 11-2 p.m.October 15th, 11-2 p.m.

COME TO OUR

Annual Fall Fest! 
COME TO OUR

Annual Fall Fest! 
October 15th, 11-2 p.m.



32 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • September 28, 2022

REGISTER TO VOTE!
REQUEST YOUR 
ABSENTEE BALLOT! 

• Register to vote online or by 
mail through October 24. 
Complete or download an 
application at mi.gov/vote

• Starting October 25 through 
8:00 p.m. on Election Day 
register to vote at your city or 
township clerk’s office

• It only takes two minutes, 
register today!

• Online NOW at mi.gov/vote

• By MAIL by printing an 
application from mi.gov/vote

• By calling or visiting 
your city or township 
clerk’s office

START THE VOTING PROCESS NOW
FOR THE NOVEMBER 8 ELECTION

YOUR COMMUNITY IS DEPENDING ON YOU TO VOTE THIS ELECTION. 
LEARN MORE ABOUT YOUR VOTING RIGHTS AT 


