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CONTINUES THROUGH THIS WEEKEND

YOUR
FESTIVAL.

YOUR
FORMULA.

See the full lineup of 150+ independent films, 100+ bands, immersive 
media spaces, parties, live comedy, and more at capitalcityfilmfest.com

Capital City Film Festival
Your Festival. Your Formula.

Lansing, Michigan 
United States of AmericaApril 11–21, 2019 Passes & Schedule:

capitalcityfilmfest.com
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Favorite Things
Clint Harkness’ original
Mars Volta vinyl pressing

DEPARTMENT OF THEATREMICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
THEATRE.MSU.EDU

10th Annual
Friends of Theatre 

Gala
Tuesday, May 7, 2019 

6:00-8:30 PM
On sTage aT The PasanT TheaTre 

@ WharTOn CenTer 

Featuring our 

Musical Theatre 
Touring Company 

with guest 

Kyle Taylor Parker 
from Broadway’s 

Kinky Boots! 
and Jesus Christ 
Superstar Live in 
Concert on NBC.

Buy tickets at: theatre.msu.edu 
or 517.355.6690

$75 TICKETS

I listened to a lot of generic stuff 
growing up in the late ‘90s. I was a 
new metal kid when I was 12 and 
bands like Korn, Limp Bizkit were 
huge. But The Mars Volta is the 
first band that expanded my mind 
of what I could be listening to in 
music. This is the album from that 
time. 

When I saw them live, they 
opened for Red Hot Chili Peppers 
and Queens of The Stone Age in 
2003. Back then, the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers’ crowds were a lot of college 
and frat guys, what you could call 
the normal rock ‘n’ roll bros. 

When The Mars Volta came on, 
within three or four minutes of 
them playing their crazy progres-
sive jazz rock, people were throw-
ing lit cigarettes at them. It was to 
the point when the vocalist started 
throwing the microphone at people 
in the front. 

I was on the standing room floor 
when he was doing this. It got to 
the point where Flea from the Red 
Hot Chili Peppers had to come out 
and say “Please stop throwing lit 
cigarettes at this band.” Most of the 
crowd just thought, “what is this?” 
My buddy and I were thinking, “this 
is exactly what we want.” 

I still get chills to this day talking 
about it. I’ll always remember how 
90 percent of the crowd hated them. 

Back then, this album quickly 

went out of press. This is them fig-
uring out what they wanted to do 
with the band. It was self-released 
and their first EP before the big 
album on Universal. 

The album is heavy, raw and 
unpolished. You could see where 
they wanted to go and this was a 
baby step of them taking it there. 

A couple of years ago, somebody 
had this for a price I couldn’t pass it 
up on. I still like to keep the shrink 
wrap on it. It has all the inserts too. 
It is very complete and in very decent 
shape. It has only three tracks, but 
will be something I never get rid of. 

I have a record bin that I consider 
my currently playing bin. This stays 
in that crate all the time. 

I have more records and albums 
worth more in price. As a record col-
lector, I have some expensive piec-
es. This isn’t a cheap piece by any 
means, but it is the first one I would 
grab if a flood would happen or a 
fire broke out. 

In terms of listening time, I do 
give it a listen at least once a month. 
If I have a rough day, I can just put 
it on and zone out in the craziness of 
prog, jazz fusion. 

(This interview was edited and 
condensed by Dennis Burck. If 
you have a recommendation for 
“Favorite Things,” please email den-
nis@lansingcitypulse.com.)
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OF THE WEEK

PULSE NEWS & OPINION

WILL RETURN ON 
APRIL 24

If Lansing Ignite soccer player 
Ricky Lopez-Espin had called fans the 
“N” word at a game last week in South 
Carolina, we seriously doubt he’d ever 
play again for the fledgling team.

But his word of choice was “faggot.” 
That apparently was only a misde-
meanor in the eyes of USL League 

executives, which suspended him for a 
measly three games, and team owner 
Tom Dixon, who added just one more.

That means Lopez-Espin will be on 
the field again in May — instead out 
of a job, as he should be. A four-game 
suspension (with an unnamed fine) is 
a slap on the wrist.

Words like the one used by Lopez-
Espin have helped dehumanize, 
shame and incite violence against the 
LGBTQ community for decades. They 
perpetuate an undue sense of inferi-
ority. They’re simply unacceptable in 
2019.

Dixon labeled the language as 

“unacceptable” and claimed to support 
“diversity and inclusiveness.” He said 
the team doesn’t tolerate “offensive 
behavior of any kind.” It’s time to truly 
stand behind those words. Lansing’s 
LGBTQ community and its family, 
friends and allies are watching and 
waiting.

Fire soccer player for homophobic rhetoric Editorial

With key votes scheduled for 
Monday, the $250 million Red Cedar 
project appears headed to a green 
light by the Lansing City Council.

The plan, which needs six votes, has 
four for sure, and at least two more 
members say they anticipate last-min-
ute changes will win them over.

Only At-large member Peter 
Spadafore said he is a definite 
no. An eighth member, 2nd Ward 
Councilman Jeremy Garza, has not 
said publicly.

At least half of the Council last week 
leaned against the proposal to rede-
velop the old Red Cedar Golf Course 
on the east end of Michigan Avenue, 
providing more than enough votes to 
kill the deal. But as developers con-
tinued to address their concerns, the 
tide is shifting as the project and its 
tax incentives near a City Council 
vote.

"I've been very encouraged by the 
development team's responsiveness 
to my concerns, and I’ve heard they 
have been equally responsive to the 
concerns brought forward by my col-
leagues," said 3rd Ward Councilman 
Adam Hussain.

Hussain, Patricia Spitzley, Garza 
and Spadafore voiced concern last 
week over student housing and the 
uncertain plan for market-rate units.

But those complaints haven’t fallen 
on deaf ears.

Project manager Christopher 
Stralkowski said the Council can 
expect another series of changes. 
Among them: A promise for no studio 
apartments, but rather a specifically 
outlined mix of one- and two-bed-

room units partly geared toward 
“multi-generational” tenants. Rentals 
will also not be marketed entirely 
toward students, he said.

He said additional tweaks should 
help alleviate any concerns.

Spitzley and Hussain are optimistic 
about the changes, they explained to 
City Pulse Tuesday. And with support 
from Council President Carol Wood 
and members Brian Jackson, Kathie 
Dunbar and Jody Washington, the 
deal would pass.

Garza previously voiced concerns 
over the concentration of student 
housing within the development 
plans. He said he needed to have his 
questions answered before he could 
support the deal. He didn’t return a 
call this week.

"I appreciate the changes," Spitzley 
added. "I think that it makes it easier 
to give this a fresh look for potential 
support. I really like the fact they've 
included specific language for those 
two-bedroom, luxury apartments. 
This all better be written into the 
development agreement on Monday. 
Otherwise I just won’t be able to sup-
port it.”

Washington said she wanted assur-
ances that the Red Cedar project 
would be advertised and rented to 
those beyond the campus of nearby 
Michigan State University. She and 
other felt burned by the developers 
of nearby SkyVue project, which was 
pitched as market-rate housing then 
marketed primarily to students.

“I'll never approve student housing 
west of where this project is going,” 
Washington said. “I'll bite the bullet 

on this one, but never again."
Red Cedar’s developers, Joel 

Ferguson of Lansing and Frank Kass, 
of Columbus, Ohio, plan to transform 
the floodplain on the edge of MSU 
into a combination of market-rate 
and student housing, a two-brand 
hotel, a parking structure, a senior 
care facility, an amphitheater, various 
retail and restaurant space and a pub-
lic park.

Plans call for $196 million in pri-
vate investment alongside a 30-year 
tax abatement to cover about $54 
million in public infrastructure and 
soil cleanup from years of various 
chemical treatments at the aban-
doned golf course. Bonds are set to be 
backed by the developers and repaid 
through about $120 million in even-
tual property taxes.

Both the development agreement to 
sell the land for $2.22 million and a 
tax-increment financing package will 
be up for a Council vote Monday. Its 
passage would essentially approve the 
project for construction.

"You'll actually see documentation 
and provisions that reflect those con-
cerns," Stralkowski said. "We wanted 
to provide assurance that this will 
include opportunities for multi-gen-
erational tenants. We're also going to 
include a provision that essentially 
assures the Council that this will not 
turn into what occurred across the 
street."

Spadafore remained unconvinced. 
He suggested the project isn’t the 
“game changer” that’s needed at the 
eastern gateway to Lansing.

“I remain troubled by the fact that 

we are looking at a $100 million tax 
abatement to build student housing 
and parking along the river, effective-
ly extending the downtown of East 
Lansing with little to no benefit to 
current Lansing residents.” Spadafore 
added this week. “I hope that we see 
something that can truly change the 
game.”

Meanwhile, a last-minute “letter 
of intent” to purchase the Red Cedar 
property arrived at the Mayor’s Office 
Friday. Michael Howard, a broker for 
Colliers International, put in an offer 
to buy the land for $3.5 million from 
the city, or $1.28 million more than 
the current proposal.

The proposal calls for a high-end 
restaurant among other mixed-use 
commercial space and four separately 
branded hotels. The new plan doesn’t 
include any space for student housing 
at all.

Mayor Andy Schor welcomed the 
interest in Lansing from another 
developer, but he dismissed the letter 
as too late in the process and not spe-
cific enough.

“We are not going to blow up six 
years of work for a proposal that is 
not even close to ready,” he said.

—KYLE KAMINSKI
kyle@lansingcitypulse.com

After 6 years, Red Cedar looks ready to roll
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF LANSING
SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED MINUTES

A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
OF LANSING WAS HELD AT THE TOWNSHIP OFFICES LOCATED AT 3209 WEST 
MICHIGAN AVENUE, LANSING, MICHIGAN ON TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 2019, AT 7:00 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Supervisor Hayes, Clerk Aten, Treasurer Rodgers
       Trustees:  Broughton, Harris, McKenzie, Bankson
MEMBERS ABSENT:    None. 
ALSO PRESENT:          Phil Clark, Attorney

ACTION TAKEN BY THE BOARD:
Meeting called to order by Supervisor Hayes.
Minutes of the meeting held on March 19, 2019, approved.
Agenda approved.
Approved charitable gaming raffle license for Homeless Angels, 3216 W Main Street with 
conditions.
Approved controlled burn.
Adopted Resolution 19-06: Re-appointments to Downtown Development Authority Governing 
Board.
Adopted Resolution 19-07: Regarding Legislation Allowing Township Boards the Option to 
have Elected Officers Appear as Nonpartisan on Ballot.
Approved budget amendment #2.
Claims approved.
Meeting adjourned.

Diontrae Hayes, Supervisor
Susan L. Aten, Clerk
                                CP#19-115

B/19/104 TURNER DODGE PERGOLA REBID as per the specifications provided by the 
City of Lansing. The City of Lansing will accept sealed bids at the CITY OF LANSING, C/O 
LBWL, PURCHASING OFFICE, at 1110 S. PENNSYLVANIA AVE., LANSING, MICHIGAN 
48912 until 2:00 PM local time in effect on APRIL 23, 2019 at which time bids will be publicly 
opened and read. Complete specifications and forms required to submit bids are available by 
calling Stephanie Robinson at (517) 702-6197, email: stephanie.robinson@lbwl.com or 
go to www.mitn.info. The City of Lansing encourages bids from all vendors including MBE/
WBE vendors and Lansing-based businesses. 
                                 CP#19-118

CITY OF EAST LANSING, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE NO. 1449

AN ORDINANCE TO ADD DIVISION 8 - BUILDING HEIGHT OVERLAY 
DISTRICT - AND SECTIONS 50-805 AND 50-806 TO ARTICLE VII - OTHER 
DISTRICTS - OF CHAPTER 50 - ZONING - OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
EAST LANSING TO CREATE AN OVERLAY DISTRICT FOR BUILDING HEIGHT

Please take notice that Ordinance No. 1449 was adopted by the East Lansing City Council at 
their meeting held on April 9, 2019, and will become effective upon the expiration of seven 
(7) days after the publication of the following summary of ordinance.

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO. 1449

THE CITY OF EAST LANSING ORDAINS:

Division 8 - Building Height Overlay District - and Sections 50-805 and 50-806 are hereby 
added to Article VII of Chapter 50 of the Code of the City of East Lansing to read as follows:

Division 8.  Building Height Overlay District.

Sec. 50-805.   Building Height Overlay District. 

     In order to achieve the land management objective of allowing building heights in excess 
of 140 feet within the city while, at the same time, concentrating them in areas within the 
city most appropriate for buildings of this expanded height while minimizing the impact on 
neighboring properties, especially residential neighborhoods, there is hereby created a 
Building Height Overlay District which shall include the following properties:  those properties 
South of Albert Avenue and North of Grand River Avenue lying West of Bailey Street and 
East of Abbot Road.

Sec. 50-806.     Building Height.

     Notwithstanding any other restriction on building height to the contrary, a building within the 
overlay district established by this division may be permitted to be constructed to a maximum 
building height of 160 feet if the building would otherwise be eligible to be built to a maximum 
building height of 140 feet pursuant to the standards set forth in Sec. 50-593(f) and Council 
determines that the additional height conforms to the standards for approval of special use 
permits in the particular situation.
 
A true copy of Ordinance No. 1449 can be inspected or obtained at the Office of the City 
Clerk at City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan during normal business hours.

     Jennifer Shuster
     City Clerk
                       CP#19-122

Consider McLaren for City Hall
The idea of selling Lansing City 

Hall to a hotel developer has been 
floating around for a while. City 
Council Chairwoman Carroll Wood 
said recently that the cost of build-
ing a new city hall would be between 
$50 and $100 million. This raises 
the question: Should Lansing citi-
zens spend their money on schools’ 
infrastructure, rebuilding the police 
force, fixing the roads, or building a 
brand new city hall? Maybe we could 
attend to the first three and still find a 
new home for the city hall and police 

department. 
McLaren Hospital, on Greenlawn 

and Washington, is slated to move 
into their new complex in 2021, 
2022. This updated structure is worth 
looking at for our future City Hall. It 
contains 600,000 sq. feet and ample 
parking. This provides plenty of space 
for the current City Hall, police head-
quarters, and allows consolidation of 
other city offices already located on 
South Washington. 

If McLaren is unable to sell their 
present building, they will have to tear 
it down, which CEO Kirk Ray says will 
cost them millions of dollars. When 
asked what McLaren would do if it 
finds no buyer for its current building, 
Brian Brown, a McLaren VP, said they 
would be happy to give the building to 
the city, rather than tear it down. 

We urge Mayor Schor and the City 
Council to consider moving City Hall, 
the police department, and the courts 
to the McLaren Building. At the least, 
we ask that a feasibility study be done 
to compare costs. South Lansing 
needs more economic activity, not 
more green space. 

We’re asking that Mayor Schor and 
the City Council look for the most eco-
nomically appropriate solution to our 
city hall dilemma. 

 — Ann & Duane Schumacher
Lansing 

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT

COUNTY OF INGHAM
PUBLICATION OF NOTICE

FILE NO. 19-374-GA
 
In the matter of Mart in 
Albenonaisan. 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
* whose address(es) are unknown 
and whose interest in the matter 
may be barred or affected by the 
following: 
TAKE NOTICE: * A hearing will 
be held on 5/2/19 at 9:30 a.m.  
at Ingham County Probate Court, 
313 W. Kalamazoo, Lansing, 
before Judge Garcia, for the 
following purposes:  f o r 
Guardianship hearing for Martin 
Albenonaisan .

4/15/19
Hany Albenonaisan
4731 Durvernay Dr #212
Lansing, MI 489510
517-515-4631
                       CP#19-123

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THIS FIRM IS A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION WE OBTAIN WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.  PLEASE CONTACT OUR 
OFFICE AT THE NUMBER BELOW IF YOU ARE IN ACTIVE 
MILITARY DUTY.

ATTENTION PURCHASERS:  This sale may be rescinded by 
the foreclosing mortgagee.  In that event, your damages, if any, 
shall be limited solely to the return of the bid amount tendered 
at sale, plus interest. 

MORTGAGE SALE – Default has been made in the conditions 
of a mortgage made by the original mortgagors, Pablo J. Pido 
III,  to Manufacturers Hanover Mortgage Corporation, dated 
and recorded September 21, 1984 in book 1484 page 129, in 
Ingham County records, Michigan  and then assigned to the  
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, recorded January 29, 2013 in 
Document Number 2013-004877, on which mortgage there is 
claimed to be due at the date hereof the sum of  $3,288.20, 
including interest on the applicable indebtedness at the rate 
of 3.875% per annum.  This sum will increase as additional 
interest, costs, expenses and attorney fees accrue under the 
Mortgage and its related note and which are permitted under 
Michigan Law after the date of this Notice.  No legal or equitable 
proceedings have been instituted to recover the debt secured 
by the Mortgage, and the power of sale in the Mortgage has 
become operable by reason of default.

NOTICE is now given that on May 16, 2019  at 10:00 A.M. at that 
place where Circuit Court is held in Ingham ¬-County, Michigan 
the Mortgage will be foreclosed by a sale of the property herein 
described, or some part of them, at public auction, the highest 
bidder, for the purpose of satisfying the amount due and unpaid 
on the Mortgage, along with interest due, the legal costs and 
charges of the sale as allowed by statute and/or the Mortgage, 
and any taxes and insurance that the Mortgagee pays on or 
prior to the date of said sale.

Said premises are situated in the city of Lansing, County of 
Ingham, and state of Michigan, and particularly described as:

LOT 106, NORTH HIGHLAND SUBDIVISION, CITY OF 
LANSING, INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN, AS RECORDED IN 
LIBER 6 OF PLATS, PAGE 14, INGHAM COUNTY RECORDS.

More Commonly Known As: 1111 Greenwood Avenue, Lansing, 
MI 48915 

The redemption period shall be 6 months from the date of such 
sale, unless determined abandoned in accordance with MCLA 
600.3241a, in which case the redemption period shall be 30 
days from the date of such sale.

If the property is sold at foreclosure sale under Chapter 32 of 
the Revised Judicature Act of 1961, pursuant to MCL 600.3278 
the borrower will be held responsible to the person who buys 
the property at the mortgage foreclosure sale or to the mortgage 
holder for damaging the property during the redemption period.

Dated: March 22, 2019

For more information, please call:
(630) 453-6960
Anselmo Lindberg & Associates PLLC
Attorneys for Servicer
1771 West Diehl Road, Suite 120
Naperville, IL 60563
File MF180600001

              CP#19-102

Feedback

Public Notice

The Ingham County Land Bank is accepting proposals for Comprehensive Energy Audit 
Services.  The Request for Proposal packet is available April 17, 2019 at the Ingham County 
Land Bank, 3024 Turner St, Lansing, MI, 48906, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm Monday-Friday or at 
www.inghamlandbank.org. Responses are due at the Land Bank offices by 2pm on May 
1, 2019 and will be opened at 2pm May 1, 2019. The Ingham County Land Bank is an 
Equal Employment Opportunity Employer. Women- and Minority-Owned Businesses are 
encouraged to apply. RFP#: Energy 04-2019
                                 CP#19-117

Email: letters@lansingcitypulse.com
Snail mail: City Pulse, 1905 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, 48912
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
OFFICE OF THE INGHAM COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER

In the Matter of:
Green Consolidated Drain

 NOTICE OF MEETING OF BOARD OF DETERMINATION

     Notice Is Hereby Given to you as a property owner or municipality who may be liable 
for an assessment for benefits, that the Board of Determination, composed of Kay Bodell, 
Paulette Hatchett, John Leonard, and alternate Jennie Nerkowski, will meet on Tuesday, 
April 23, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. at the Sam Corey Senior Center, 2108 Cedar Street, Holt, MI 
48842 to hear all interested persons and evidence and to determine whether it is necessary 
and conducive to the public health, convenience or welfare to consolidate the following Drains 
and Drainage Districts, all of which are located and established within Delhi Charter Township 
and the City of Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan:

• Green Drain and Green Drain Drainage District
• Schoolcraft Drain and Schoolcraft Drain Drainage District
• Green #4 Consolidated Drain and Green #4 Consolidated Drain Drainage District
• Green, NE Delhi Branch Drain and Green, NE Delhi Branch Drain Drainage District
• Green, Three Lakes Branch Drain and Green, Three Lakes Branch Drain Drainage District
• Jackson Drain and Jackson Drain Drainage District
• Stimson Drain and Stimson Drain Drainage District
• Wooded Valley Drain and Wooded Valley Drain Drainage District

Said drainage districts once consolidated to be known collectively as the Green Consolidated 
Drain Drainage District, and the Drain to be known as the Green Consolidated Drain, as 
prayed for in the Petitions filed with the Ingham County Drain Commissioner, in accordance 
with Section 441 of 1956 PA 40, as amended.

     And further, the Board of Determination is to determine whether the actions prayed for in 
the Petition dated March 5, 2019, to relocate, extend, and add branches to the drain to be 
known and designated as the Green Consolidated Drain, are necessary and conducive to 
the public health, convenience or welfare of Delhi Charter Township and the City of Lansing 
in accordance with Sections 72 and 191 of 1956 PA 40, as amended, and for the protection 
of the public health of Delhi Charter Township and the City of Lansing. And finally, the Board 
of Determination is to determine whether it is necessary to add lands to and/or delete lands 
from the Green Consolidated Drain Drainage District pursuant to Section 197 of 1956 PA 40, 
as amended.

     Proceedings conducted at this public hearing will be subject to the provision of the Michigan 
Open Meetings Act and you are further notified that information regarding this meeting may 
be obtained from the Ingham County Drain Commissioner. Persons with disabilities needing 
accommodations for effective participation in the meeting should contact the Ingham County 
Drain Commissioner at the number noted below (voice) or through the Michigan Relay Center 
at 711 (TTY) at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting to request mobility, visual, hearing 
or other assistance. Minutes of the meeting will be on file in the following office: Patrick E. 
Lindemann, Ingham County Drain Commissioner, 707 Buhl Avenue, P.O. Box 220, Mason, 
MI 48854-0220.
     
     You Are Further Notified that persons aggrieved by the decisions of the Board of 
Determination may seek judicial review in the Ingham County Circuit Court within ten (10) 
days of the determination. If the actions prayed for in the Petition are determined to be 
necessary and conducive to the public health, convenience or welfare, a special assessment 
may be levied against properties and municipalities that benefit. An owner or party having an 
interest in property to be assessed, or his or her agent, may appear in person to comment on 
the necessity of the project.

Date: March 21, 2019   Patrick E. Lindemann
     Ingham County Drain Commissioner 
     (517) 676-8395
                   CP#19-106

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearing to be held by the East Lansing Historic 
District Commission on Thursday, May 9, 2019 at 7:00 p.m., in the 54-B District Court, 
Courtroom 2, 101 Linden Street, East Lansing.

A public hearing will be held for the purpose of considering a request from the Kappa 
Alpha Theta Housing Corporation Board, for the property located at 303 Oakhill Avenue, 
to replace the fence along Oakhill Avenue.

Call (517) 319-6930, the Department of Planning, Building and Development, East Lansing 
City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, for additional information. All interested persons will 
be given an opportunity to be heard.

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services 
should write or call the Planning Department, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823. 
Phone: (517) 319-6930. TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777.

     Jennifer Shuster
     City Clerk
                 CP#19-121

Jeff Wood can relate 
to Pete Buttigieg. 
They are both gay 
Midwesterners and 
both married to edu-
cators.

On Sunday, Wood 
opened his westside 
Lansing home for one 
of about 400 house parties around 
to country to view the South Bend, 
Indiana, mayor’s live-streamed presi-
dential announcement.

Few among the dozen or so who 
gathered in Wood’s living room knew 
much about him, but those asked 
about the event after the fact were 
impressed. Nobody seemed ready to 
knock doors for him tomorrow, but 
they all walked away with a positive 
impression. 

“The way he presents is like Obama,” 
said former local radio personality and 
Democratic activist Walt Sorg. “He’s 
bright. He’s non-threatening. He’s got 
fire and it’s not couched in language 
that scares the crap out of you.” 

Sorg said Buttigieg has the type of 
record in South Bend that would be 
difficult for Trump to attack. Another 
attendee was concerned if Buttigieg 
stood the best chance of defeating, pre-
sumably, Trump in the 2020 General 
Election.

Ron Fournier, the former 
Washington bureau chief of The 
Associated Press, says Buttigieg — pro-
nounced “boot edge edge” — is “one to 
watch.” 

Speaking on the “MIRS Monday” 
podcast, Fournier said he first saw 
“Mayor Pete” years ago give a speech 
after accepting an award from the 
Harvard Institute of Politics. He said 
he remembered turning to fellow board 
member David Axelrod. 

“We both looked at each other and 
said, ‘This is like Obama,’” Fournier 
said. That’s high praise from Axelrod, 
who was Obama’s senior advisor for 
years.

“He’s one of these rare people who 
knows how to connect policies with 
people’s lives, who go through your 
heart to get to your head,” Fournier 
said. “Bill Clinton had that knack. 
Barack Obama had that knack. In his 
own weird way, Donald Trump has 
that knack.

“This guy, who is of a different gen-
eration, coming from the Midwest, has 
all the makings of a transformational 

leader at a time when every election 
voters are looking for transformation 
and disruption. It’s why they voted for 
Barack Obama. It’s why they voted for 
Donald Trump. And it’s why they could 
vote for a gay man from South Bend.”

Fournier, now president of the 
Truscott Rossman public relations 
firm, said Buttigieg is relatable because 
his job is to relate to people on a dai-
ly basis. He walks into cafés, shakes 
hands and solves people’s everyday 
problems.

It’s among the many things that 
makes him appealing, Fournier said. 
The 37-year-old, soft-spoken, intellec-
tual, gay millennial mayor from the 
Midwest is the mirror opposite of the 
bombastic 72-year-old New York busi-
nessman who views politics as a zero-
sum game, he said.

An Emerson College poll released 
Monday showed that in a hypothetical 
head-to-head, Trump beats Buttigieg 
51-to-49%, which is within the poll’s 
3.2% margin of error. Joe Biden does 
the best against Trump, according to 
the Emerson College pool, with a 53% 
to 47% lead. 

If nothing else, “Mayor Pete” is the 
hot commodity. The Daily Kos’ flash 
poll of subscribers this week had 
Buttigieg at 21 percent behind Bernie 
Sanders’ 40 percent with 35,425 
respondents. 

U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
D-Mass., was at 12 percent and U.S. 
Sen. Kamala Harris was at 9 percent. 
Biden was in fifth among this mostly 
progressive universe of folks with 5 
percent.

Buttigieg raised $1 million within 
four hours after he announced his can-
didacy. He packed an old Studebaker 
plant with some 4,500 supporters 
while another 1,500 were turned away 
at the door, the local fire chief told the 
media.

Lansing City Councilman Peter 
Spadafore was within sight of the door 
when the building reached capacity. 
He and his husband hopped in line for 
the South Bend event at 11 a.m. Doors 
opened at 12:30 p.m.

“It was one of those good news, bad 
news things,” he said. The good news 
was Buttigieg drew so well. The bad 
news was Spadafore had to watch the 
event on a screen from a nearby brew 
pub.

(Kyle Melinn of the Capitol newslet-
ter MIRS is at melinnky@gmail.com.)

'The one to watch'
Buttigieg impresses voters, political vets alike

POLITICS
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CITY OF EAST LANSING
EAST LANSING CITY COUNCIL

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PUBLIC HEARING ON
PRELIMINARY FY2020 BUDGET AND TAX RATE

 WHEREAS, a public hearing on the proposed budget for the City of East Lansing 
is required by City Charter and the State Budget Law; and,

 WHEREAS, a public hearing is required under the provisions of the Truth in 
Taxation Law; and,

 WHEREAS, the general appropriations act must set forth the total number of mills 
to be levied and the purposes for the millage;

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of East 
Lansing does hereby establish the date of Tuesday, May 7, 2019 at 7:00 p.m., in 54-B-Court 
Room 2, City Hall, 410 Abbot in East Lansing, Michigan, as the date, time, and place for 
the required public hearing; and be it further resolved that for the purposes of the hearing it 
shall be assumed that the total tax rate will be 16.3552 mills consisting of 12.5362 mills 
for operating purposes, 1.8250 mills for solid waste, and 1.9940 mills for the Library 
pursuant to section 1 of 1877 PA164. 

The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support the proposed budget 
will be a subject of this hearing.

The budget is available for public inspection at the East Lansing Library and City Clerk 
and Finance Office at City Hall; along with the City’s website: cityofeastlansing.com under 
Finance.

Public comments, either oral or written, are welcome at the Public Hearing. The City of 
East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the 
hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at this meeting 
upon seven (7) calendar days’ notice to the City of East Lansing. Individuals with disabilities 
requiring auxiliary aids or services should write or call: Shelli Neumann, Human Resources 
Department, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823, (517) 319-6893, TDD (517) 337-0767.

This notice is published by: Jennifer Shuster, City Clerk, City of East Lansing, Michigan, 410 
Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823 (517) 319-6881.
                                 CP#19-116

B/19/103 SODIUM HYPOCHLORITE DOSING SYSTEM as per the specifications provided 
by the City of Lansing. The City of Lansing will accept sealed bids at the City of Lansing, C/O 
LBWL, Purchasing Office, 1110 S Pennsylvania Ave, Lansing, Michigan 48912 until 2:00 PM 
local time in effect on APRIL 23, 2019 at which time bids will be publicly opened and read. 
Complete specifications and forms required to submit bids are available by calling 
Stephanie Robinson at (517) 702-6197 email: stephanie.robinson@lbwl.com or go to 
www.mitn.info. The City of Lansing encourages bids from all vendors including MBE/WBE 
vendors and Lansing-based businesses.  
                                 CP#19-114

In the last few 
weeks, we’ve learned 
the following: 

  — Donald Trump 
would like to do 
away with immigra-
tion courts, which 
he finds inefficient 
in deporting asylum seekers. (Exact 
quote: “We have to do something about 
asylum. And to be honest with you, you 
have to get rid of judges.”)

— During a recent trip to the bor-
der, Trump told Border Patrol agents 
to ignore judges’ orders if they were 
inconvenient. (The agents’ superiors 
quickly told them that, yes, they had to 
follow the law.) 

— Trump unloaded his secretary of 
Homeland Security, Kirstjen Nielsen, 
for being insufficiently “tough” on 
migrants, including refusing his 

demand for a blanket rejection of all 
asylum applications, which would have 
been illegal. Nielsen had unflinchingly 
enforced Trump’s zero-tolerance policy, 
which led to a humanitarian crisis of 
thousands of children being separated 
from their parents and some held in 
cages.  

— Trump then hired Nielsen’s “act-
ing” replacement, the head of Customs 
and Border Protection – another will-
ing participant in the family-separa-
tion efforts – after assuring him that, 
should he break the law, Trump would 
pardon him. (Inducing a federal official 
to violate federal law could be con-
strued as an impeachable offense.) 

— During the shutdown, Trump’s 
White House considered dumping 
asylum seekers in so-called sanctuary 
cities as a form of political retribution 
against Democrats. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement lawyers reject-
ed the idea as inappropriate, and the 
White House told The Washington 
Post in a statement that “this was just a 
suggestion that was floated and reject-
ed.” The White House statement was 
soon contradicted by the president’s 
Twitter account; on Friday, Trump 
tweeted that he was giving “very strong 
consideration” to the plan.

All of these stories share a common 
thread: frustration. 

Trump is frustrated at his own 
fecklessness — at his inability to stop 
migrants from fleeing poverty and vio-
lence in Central America, at his failure 
to fulfill a campaign promise and build 
a wall, at the legal and institutional 
impediments that serve as a check on 
his power. 

Trump is suffering the fate of con 
men who believe their own bullshit. Or, 
at least, he’s run headlong into the lim-
its of his own tough talk. If anything, 
his election-time rants about “cara-
vans” of “invaders” last year, combined 
with his failure to stop people from 
coming, served as advertisements for 
those caravans; they’ve ramped up sig-
nificantly in the first part of 2019. 

More important, though, Trump 
has spent his entire term focused on a 
pointless solution to yesterday’s prob-
lem. A wall is designed to stop people 
from sneaking into the country to 
settle permanently. By and large, that’s 
not what’s happening. Rather, families 
are stepping foot onto American soil, 
seeking out border agents, and declar-
ing asylum – their legal right. A wall 
won’t – can’t – stop them from doing 
that. Border resources have become 
overwhelmed because there’s a huge 
backlog in the immigration court sys-
tem, which gums up the entire process 
of adjudicating asylum claims; there 
aren’t enough judges. There’s also a 
weeks-long backlog at some legal ports 
of entry, as the administration has 
been throttling the number of claims it 
will process at those entry points a day. 
The idea was to force asylum seekers to 
cross illegally, while the administration 
enforced a new policy that would pre-
vent illegal border crossers from seek-
ing asylum; a court struck that down 
in November. 

Trump has also cut off aid to the 
three Central American countries — El 
Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala — 
where most of the migrants are coming 
from, under the, well, interesting theo-
ry that making conditions there worse 
will prevent people from fleeing. 

In short, Donald Trump has created 
a version of the immigration crisis his 
campaign invented, and he’s proven 

himself powerless to stop it. So he’s 
thrashing about, pushing the limits of 
the law, convinced that if only everyone 
got out of his way, he could fix every-
thing. 

And in that sense, those five stories 
share a common thread with these two, 
which also came to light last week: 

— The Treasury Department has 
refused to release Trump’s tax returns 
to congressional Democrats, defying 
a federal law that requires it to do so. 
Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin has 
said that complying with Democrats’ 
April 23 deadline would amount to 
“weaponizing” the IRS. On Sunday, 
the president’s press secretary said 
Congress was not “smart enough” to 
understand Trump’s taxes, which, well, 
isn’t exactly grounds for ignoring a 
legal request. 

 — Trump’s hand-picked attorney 
general, William Barr, has not only so 
far refused to release either the report 
or the special counsel’s summaries of 
it, but he’s also now investigating the 
alleged motives of the investigators 
and accusing federal agents, without 
evidence, of “spying” on the Trump 
campaign – indulging the tinfoil-hat 
conspiracies of a president who has 
alleged that the investigation into his 
campaign was tantamount to treason.  

Taken together, these stories 
should be sobering – additions to the 
ever-growing mountain of evidence 
that Trump views the rule of law as 
something that applies to other people, 
not to him. 

It’s easy to get hyperbolic discussing 
Trump’s authoritarian inclinations. As 
much as he’s degraded American insti-
tutions and norms, they’ve not broken, 
just bent. And it’s important, too, to 
maintain perspective: Trump hasn’t 
(yet) started two decades-long wars 
and nearly tanked the global economy, 
as the last Republican president did. 

The difference is that George W. 
Bush was surrounded by political 
actors who knew how the system 
worked and how to work the system 
— men like Donald Rumsfeld and 
Dick Cheney, who could effectively 
turn malignant philosophies into cat-
astrophic policy. Trump is surrounded 
by the people who agree to work for 
him – that is, hacks and low-rent 
ideologues. Whatever his half-baked 
authoritarian impulses, they’ve had a 
hell of a time making them a reality. 

In other words, Trump’s incompe-
tence has been our saving grace. Let’s 
hope that continues. 

(Jeffrey Billman is the editor of 
INDY Week, in Durham, North 
Carolina.) 

Trump vs. the rule of law
He has created the immigration crisis his campaign
invented — and proven himself powerless to stop it.

INFORM
ED DISSENT

JEFFERY C. BILLMAN
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING PLANNING COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearing to be held by the East Lansing Planning Commission on Wednesday, May 8, 2019 at 7:00 p.m., in the 54-B District Court, Courtroom 2, 
101 Linden Street, East Lansing.  

A public hearing will be held to consider Ordinance 1456, an ordinance to amend the Zoning Use District Map of Chapter 50 - Zoning - of the Code of the City of East Lansing to rezone the 
Shaw Estates Neighborhood into the R-O-1 Residential Rental Restriction overlay District. 

The boundary of the proposed District follows the east side of those parcels on the west side of Whittier north of Longfellow to the north boundary of Shaw Estates, the north side of those 
parcels on the north side of Whitman between the east side of lot 5 of Shaw Estates and the west boundary of Shaw Estates #2, the west side of those parcels on the west side of Prescott 
between the north boundary line of Shaw Estates #2 and lot 75 of Shaw Estates #2, and the south side of those parcels on the north side of Longfellow from Prescott to Whittier The rezoning 
includes the following properties:

                         

Call (517) 319-6930, the Department of Planning, Building and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, for additional information. All interested persons will be given 
an opportunity to be heard. These matters will be on the agenda for the next Planning Commission meeting after the public hearing is held, at which time the Commission may vote on them. The 
Planning Commission's recommendations are then placed on the agenda of the next City Council meeting. The City Council will make the final decision on these applications.

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to 
individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services should write or call the Planning 
Department, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823. Phone: (517) 319-6930. TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777.

               Jennifer Shuster
               City Clerk

                 CP#19-120

PARCEL NUMBER  STREET ADDRESS
33-20-01-12-301-001 1089 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-301-002 1207 PRESCOTT DR
33-20-01-12-301-003 1197 PRESCOTT DR
33-20-01-12-301-004 1179 PRESCOTT DR
33-20-01-12-301-005 1175 PRESCOTT DR
33-20-01-12-301-006 1151 PRESCOTT DR
33-20-01-12-301-007 1137 PRESCOTT DR
33-20-01-12-301-008 1087 PRESCOTT DR
33-20-01-12-301-009 1085 PRESCOTT DR
33-20-01-12-302-001 1104 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-302-002 1090 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-302-003 1062 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-302-004 1048 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-302-005 1032 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-302-006 1022 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-302-007 1000 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-302-008 922 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-302-009 902 WHITMAN DR

PARCEL NUMBER  STREET ADDRESS
33-20-01-12-302-010 882 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-302-011 862 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-302-012 842 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-302-013 822 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-303-001 1240 PRESCOTT DR
33-20-01-12-303-002 1045 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-303-003 1253 BRYANT DR
33-20-01-12-303-004 1207 BRYANT DR
33-20-01-12-303-005 1197 BRYANT DR
33-20-01-12-303-006 BRYANT DR VACANT
33-20-01-12-303-009 1200 PRESCOTT DR
33-20-01-12-303-010 1210 PRESCOTT DR
33-20-01-12-303-011 1180 PRESCOTT DR
33-20-01-12-304-001 843 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-304-002 804 LONGFELLOW DR
33-20-01-12-304-003 824 LONGFELLOW DR
33-20-01-12-304-004 842 LONGFELLOW DR
33-20-01-12-304-005 860 LONGFELLOW DR

PARCEL NUMBER  STREET ADDRESS
33-20-01-12-304-006 880 LONGFELLOW DR
33-20-01-12-304-007 900 LONGFELLOW DR
33-20-01-12-304-008 920 LONGFELLOW DR
33-20-01-12-304-009 940 LONGFELLOW DR
33-20-01-12-304-010 960 LONGFELLOW DR
33-20-01-12-304-011 980 LONGFELLOW DR
33-20-01-12-304-012 996 LONGFELLOW DR
33-20-01-12-304-013 1152 BRYANT DR
33-20-01-12-304-014 1158 BRYANT DR
33-20-01-12-304-017 1182 BRYANT DR
33-20-01-12-304-018 1190 BRYANT DR
33-20-01-12-304-019 1200 BRYANT DR
33-20-01-12-304-020 1210 BRYANT DR
33-20-01-12-304-021 921 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-304-022 893 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-304-023 873 WHITMAN DR
33-20-01-12-304-024 1164 BRYANT DR
33-20-01-12-304-025 1170 BRYANT DR

B/19/105 BARE ROOT TREES  as per the specifications provided by the City of Lansing. The 
City of Lansing will accept sealed bids at the CITY OF LANSING, C/O LBWL, PURCHASING 
OFFICE, at 1110 S. PENNSYLVANIA AVE., LANSING, MICHIGAN 48912 until 2:00 PM 
local time in effect on APRIL 30, 2019 at which time bids will be publicly opened and read. 
Complete specifications and forms required to submit bids are available by calling Stephanie 
Robinson at (517) 702-6197, email: stephanie.robinson@lbwl.com or go to www.mitn.
info. The City of Lansing encourages bids from all vendors including MBE/WBE vendors and 
Lansing-based businesses.                                   
                  CP#19-119
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ARTS & CULTURE ART • BOOKS • FILM • MUSIC

By AUDREY MATUSZ
Dom Korzecke built a reputation in 

the Lansing DIY music scene by host-
ing a series of shows at his home. With 
connections in the Mid-Michigan 
house show circuit, Korzecke decided to 
launch a new project in 2016.

 “A lot of the times DIY shows and 
performances that happen in houses 
can feel exclusionary,” Korzecke said. 
“I wanted to take that cool experience 
which is DIY music and hopefully open 
it up to a broader community and allow 
people to come together for a day.”

The founder of StoopFest studied 
economics and 
public policy at 
Michigan State 
with an empha-
sis on community 
e m p o w e r m e n t . 
When conceptu-
alizing the idea of 
a neighborhood 
music festival, he 
enlisted a team of 

like-minded innovators.
Korzecke met co-founder James 

Radick upon booking James’ punk band 
to play at his east side home. Radick 
said he and Korzecke “are the only two 
people left from that first year that said, 
‘Yes this was a ton of more work than 
we thought we were going to do but, it 
is also a very cool thing we want to keep 
doing.’” 

This year, the core team consists of 10 
members. A Stoop-veteran and MSU 
senior, Claire Post, has been coordinat-
ing the festival for two years. 

Post explained how over the years the 
community has demanded the house 
venues be suitable for the physically dis-
abled. 

“Even if we built a ramp, some of the 
houses on the east side have first floor 
bathrooms that don’t fit a wheelchair,” 
Post said. 

Post added that while it is difficult to 
alter homes, the team will “still want to 
make sure we have more transparency 
about it.” 

The team said wheelchair accessibili-

ty has been one of their largest challeng-
es in planning this year’s festival. On 
the list of solutions are building ramps, 
backyard performances and a map of 
venues detailing their degrees of acces-
sibility. 

Korzecke said while the team is still 
exploring its options to accommodate 
individuals with physical disabilities, 
it is looking at other ways it can make 
the festival more inclusive — including 
a substance-free venue. 

In addition to reflecting community 
needs in terms of access and safety, fes-
tival coordinators have tapped into their 
resources to provide a diverse line-up of 
talent. 

Musical Acts
New this year, the festival will kick 

off with a proper pre-show on Friday 
at Reo Town Marketplace. Local gems 
such as Rent Strike will be performing, 
in addition to such national names as 
Sammus and Mourning [A] BLKstar.

The latter group is an amalgam of 
punk, trip-hop, jazz and whatever else 
the group feels like playing on a given 
day. Hailing from Cleveland, Mourn-
ing [A] BLKstar is a dynamic sep-
tet that cracks open the hard exterior 
of the black experience and reveals a 
free-flowing substance at a constant 
high volume. 

Vocalists LaToya Kent and Kyle Kidd 
are enthusiastic about returning to the 
Lansing festival. The singers shared a 
mutual respect for the festival’s “grass-
roots cause and the type of artists per-
forming. Kid said the band decided to 
stay both days “because we believe in the 
artists here.”

Kent, who offers her punk rock roots 
to the group, reflects on the positive 
feedback the last time they came to 
StoopFest. Kent said last year, during 
their performance, someone in the au-
dience took out $20 from their pocket 
and set it on fire. 

Kent and Kidd shared hopes for their 
Friday set to ignite a similar energy with 
tracks off their upcoming album, “Reck-
oning”.

“This album has a lot of love-themed 
songs. All the ways you can feel it. It is 
very beautiful and diverse,” Kent said.

The album is set to be released May 
10 through Don Giovanni records. 

Joe Steinhardt, founder of Don 
Giovanni Records, is one of the latest 
additions to the core team. Post met 
Steinhardt upon taking his class at 
Michigan State University in 2018. He 
has since offered his national network 
and mentorship to assist the team in 
booking an array of national acts. One 
of the most eclectic is Lavender Coun-
try. 

Lavender Country frontman Pat-
rick Haggerty, 74, claims to be the first 
known openly gay country singer in the 
world. 

“He is like a Cowboy and he’s super 
gay and super awesome and he’s like 
80,” Post said. “Joe kind of pushed for 
him to be there because he sees him as 
this cool historical moment to have and 
we were all like ‘hell yeah’.”

Hsggerty started the band in 1972 and 
released a self-titled album the follow-
ing year. With only 1,000 pressed copies 
of “Lavender Country,” the group sold 
out of records and disbanded by 1976. 
After Lavender Country died, Haggerty 
ran for office twice on a radical, an-
ti-racism and gay-rights platform.

Forty-five years later, an unknown 
source posted the heart-felt track “Cryin’ 
these C*cksucking Tears” to YouTube 
and Lavender Country was reborn. The 
group was picked up in 2014 by record 
label Paradise of Bachelors, and there 

are rumors of a feature-length film in 
the making.

Sticking to their roots
Other national acts performing are 

rapper Open Mike Eagle, Sammus and 
Chastity.

Despite the shiny big names on the 
line-up, The StoopFest crew are focus-
ing on the strong talent growing in their 
own backyard. 

“It’s really wild, the response we had 
this year in terms of local artists who 
wanted to play. More than we’ve ever 
had,” Radick said.

This year, the number of local sub-
missions doubled. The team spent five 
hours  reviewing entries. One of the lo-
cal acts performing are Sister/Sibling. 
The new-born project is the result of 
sisters Sav and Mariya Smith’s natural 
habit of bonding over music.

“I think the coolest thing about 
StoopFest is how much they emphasize 
local acts,” said guitarist Sav Smith. “It’s 
also a unique opportunity to play along-
side some people that I’ve been listening 
to for years.”

Smith advises newcomers to try to see 
acts they are unfamiliar with. 

“I feel like it is very clear when people 
will stay at one venue because all their 
friends will be there. StoopFest is a great 
opportunity to find new people and mu-
sic.”

StoopFest 
Friday April 19
6 p.m. to midnight
Saturday, April 20
1 p.m. to 1 a.m.
$20 
General Festival Ad-
mission
For full schedule and list 
of locations,
visit stoopfest.org/
schedule

DIY festival darlings return to Lansing's east side
StoopFest brings national 
acts and focuses on 
improving accessibility

MaKayla Brown/Courtesy Photo

Mourning [A] Blkstar performs Friday at the REO Town Marketplace.
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MAY 31ST, 2019

LANSING CENTER’S RIVERFRONT PLAZA

facebook.com/MargaritaFestLansing

PRESENTED
 BY:

Tickets O
n 

Sale Now at

etix.com
MAY 31
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JOIN US SUNDAYS AT 9 A.M.

University
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1120 S. HARRISON RD.,  EAST LANSING, MI 
UNIVERSITYCHURCHHOME.ORG

We are an open and inclusive congregation and welcome all into full participation.

By PAUL WOZNIAK
Their stories could not be more dif-

ferent, from fleeing ethnic cleansing 
and the Taliban to their family taking 
a job at Michigan State University. But 
the feelings of displacement and the 
courage required to forge a new identity 
are universally powerful. 

That’s the message in “The Same 

Moon: Lansing,” presented this week-
end by Peppermint Creek Theatre Co. 
The non-fiction play features the immi-
gration and refugee stories of five peo-
ple who could have ended up anywhere, 
but now call Lansing their home.

Telling Project executive director 
Jonathan Wei weaves the unique tales 
of Dilli R. Chapagai, Celia Mengran 
Li, Yusuf Sultani, Lana H. King and 
Amelia M. Rococka into a tidy, hour-
long script. Directed with the subtle 

style of Blake Bowen, the play is layered 
with gravity and humor, while the sto-
ries harmonize like voices in a choir. 

The three most harrowing tales are 
those of Chapagai, Sultani and King 
who each fled horrific violence in their 
native countries of Bhutan, Afghanistan 
and Bosnia and Herzegovina respec-
tively. The tension and suspense in all 
three tales of survival leave you wonder-
ing if they will make it to safety. 

Although less harrowing, stories from 
Li and Rogocka show how traumatic 

it can be to lose 
your sense of self. 
Li turns a peri-
od of her life— 
where she left her 
childhood pas-
sion for acting for 
the conformity of 
Chinese public 
education — into 
a theatrical gut 
punch. In a dis-
tinct moment, Li, 
dressed in a yel-

low shirt and pigtails, removes the elas-
tic bands from her hair and says, “that’s 
the day I locked little Celia away.” 

Technical effects including lighting 
design by Nick Eaton, sound design 

by Augustine Martinez and a series of 
pictures and maps projected behind the 
actors, give each story context and dra-
matic flair. 

But the best moments are when the 
cast recreate their memories. One actor 
will play a younger version of them-
selves while the others become their 
mothers, siblings or peers. Skin color, 
accent and nationality are seemingly 
erased; allowing the cast and audience 
to see the humanity — or lack of it — in 
everyone. 

“Same Moon: 
Lansing”
Peppermint Creek 
Theatre Co.
 8 p.m. Thursday, Apr. 
18 - Saturday, Apr. 20; 
2 p.m. 
Sunday, Apr. 21 
$15/$10 student or senior 
65+ 
Miller Performing Arts 
Center 
6025 Curry Lane, Lansing
(517) 927-3016
peppermintcreek.org

Different paths, same moon
Refugee and immigrant stories 
rivet in 'Same Moon: Lansing'

  

JAMM 
PRESENTS 

 

RANDY NAPOLEON & MELISSA MORGAN 
THE FINEST IN GUITAR AND VOCAL JAZZ 

 

SATURDAY APRIL 20 
TWO SHOWS 7:00 & 9:00 

JAMM HEADQUARTERS 
1267 LAKESIDE DRIVE, E.L. 

TICKETS ONLINE AT WWW.JAZZJAMM.COM 

$25 General Admission 

$12.50 Students 

Discounts for 2019 JAMM Members 

All proceeds benefit the Jazz Alliance of Mid-Michigan 

For more info, email  jammprez@gmail.com 

 

 

Courtesy photo

Artwork from "Same Moon: Lansing."
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TWO DAYS OF MUSIC THERAPY RECITALS

www.cms.msu.edu  •  (517) 355-7661
4930 S. Hagadorn Rd., East Lansing, MI 48823

Community Music School
College of Music

ROCKIN’ MUSIC THERAPY: APRIL 24 (5:30 P.M.) • CELEBRATE ABILITIES: APRIL 28 (1 P.M.) 

Williamston Theatre
122 S Putnam St.,Williamston

517-655-7469
www.williamstontheatre.org

March 21 - April 20, 2019

By D. L. Coburn

“. . . Crawford and Maguire are true
professionals at their craft.”
~ glickarts.blogspot.com

“. . . The Gin Game takes the audience
on a journey that is painfully relatable

and like life still humorous.”
~ themittenadventure.com

“The acting is impeccable”
~ Lansing City Pulse

“. . . Maguire and Crawford do justice to this 
show’s rich history of fine performances.”

~ EncoreMichigan.com

Directed by John Lepard
Featuring: 

Ruth Crawford
Hugh Maguire

By TOM HELMA
Fusion: a combination of two dispa-

rate things.
In the MSU Department of Theatre’s 

presentation of Euripides, we begin 
with a translation from ancient Greek 

and then com-
bine that with 
elements of tra-
ditional Asian 
theater.

In the hands 
of a less artful 
director,  this 
could result in a 

souvlaki chop suey.With the contextual 
assistance of scenic designer Meredith 
Wagner, whose artistically designed 
panels are reminiscent of a quiet, med-
itative Japanese art museum, and the 

musical score of sound designer Griffin 
Irish; guest director David Furumoto 
gives us a taste of theatrical fusion. 
Under Furumoto’s direction, indi-
vidual actors are driven to each give 
unique, highly stylized performanc-
es. Chief among these is DJ Shafer in 
his final performance as a student at 
MSU. In his featured role as Second 
Messenger, he steals the show with a 
spirited dance-eulogy-monologue that 
is crisp, dynamic and fully captures the 
Asian influence. A jaw-dropping per-
formance. In a parallel spirit, Abbie 
Cathcart as Agave and Tino Gilmore 
as Pentheus are less energetic physical-
ly, but equally sharp and none the less 
dramatic.

Cathcart in particular articulates a 
gruesome narrative of the beheading of 
Pentheus — then, discovering that he 
is her son — she is torn apart in grief. 
Movements of the Asian Greek cho-

rus were a bit less successful. Dancing 
was not tight, nor did the muddy pro-
jection of chorus voices measure up 
to those of individual performers.An 
exception to the dance limitations was 
during the dismembering of Pentheus, 
which happened on stage outside the 
view of the audience. Dancers swirled 
with flags and ribbons around a stage 
trap door covering up the chop-chop 
action while the body of Pentheus dis-
appeared. Well done. Jay Gooden as 

Dionysus was frustratingly indistinct. 
As the god of wine, it was as if he was 
slurping just a tad too much of the 
sauce.

Those of us who listened carefully 
caught the drift of intent in this pro-
duction—the notion that a cruel male 
leader who ignored the implorations of 
women likely would reap a whirlwind 
of reparation. 

Stylized, yes. Impactful, yes. 

A stylish translation of Euripides
MSU Department of Theatre
revamps a Greek tragedy

Courtesy photo

Furumoto's rendition blends Asian influence into the ancient Greek Tragedy."The Bacchae"
Wednesday, April 17 to 
Sunday, April 20
Student: $18, Seniors 
and MSU Staff: $21, 
Public: $23
Pasant Theatre (Wharton 
Center)
750 E. Shaw Lane, East 
Lansing
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International

Margherita Fava

The Jackalope 

Chamber Soloists

w/ Special Guests

Wednesday, April 17th

Thursday, April 18th

Saturday, April 27th

at 7pm

at 7pm

at 4pm

Sponsored by:

Happy Hour
5pm - 7pm

™

517.331.8440 
urbanbeatevents.com 
1213 Turner St., Lansing, MI

U

Experience

Old Town’s newest intimate performance venue

May 3 – Arts Night Out
              Afterglo Party

Salsa VerdeFriday, April 26th
at 8pm

By AUDREY MATUSZ
In 1955, Mary Jane McGuire and 

her husband, Cyril, moved to 1609 W. 
St Joseph St. during a time when black 
families and business owners ruled 
the west side. The couple practically 
rebuilt their 40-year-old property over 
the 10 years they lived there with their 
three children. 

“I was  teaching in the Lansing school 
district and my husband worked in 
Oldsmobile,” Mary Jane McGuire said. 
“We considered ourselves settled.”  

That all changed in 1965, when they 
received a letter from the Michigan 
State Highway Department informing 

them they would 
have to move to 
make room for 
the construction 
of I496.

Next Tuesday, 
McGuire, now 
94, will share 
her memories 

on a panel organized by the Michigan 
Department of Civil Rights to mark 
the 51st anniversary of the federal Fair 
Housing Act. Topics will range from 
anti-discrimination law, redlining 
and the aftermath of losing Lansing’s 
thriving black neighborhood to the 
I496 highway. 

“While redlining is no longer a 
legal activity, the legacy of decades 
of discrimination it created continue 
to undermine efforts in Michigan to 
restore and revitalize our neighbor-
hoods and communities,” said Agustin 
V. Arbulu, the department’s director, 
who will lead the discussion.

The panel will also include Alexander 
Hosey, a 16-year-old East Lansing 
High School student and activist 
whose efforts led to including a his-
tory of housing discrimination in his 
school’s curriculum, and Lansing res-
ident Homer Hawkins, who wrote his 
dissertation on the displacement that 
the highway construction brought. 

Between 1963 and 1970, close to 
890 families in Lansing received let-
ters from the state demanding they 
relocate for the construction project.

The state offered a lump sum equal 
to a home’s estimated market value. 
But homeowners said offers didn’t 
consider renovations or the racist 
real estate climate that forced many 
minorities to buy their homes on land 
contracts – meaning they didn’t own 
the home and couldn’t accept the pay-
out — and made moving extremely 
difficult. 

A Michigan Civil Rights spokesman 
said a lot of the past talk about the 
implementation of I496 is about the 
loss of the mansions that existed there 
before. Lost in the conversation is that 
the highway destroyed the econom-
ic structure of the black community 
living west of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard.

Today, the only remnants of the 
Lansing neighborhood are in the 
hearts of the displaced, such as Mary 
Jane McGuire.

The McGuires
 McGuire, and her husband, Cyril, 

never planned on leaving their West 
St. Joseph home. They remodeled the 
living room, refurbished the kitchen 
and installed light fixtures and a water 
heater. The renovations totaled about 
$4,500, which brought their total 
home value up to $22,000, McGuire 
said.

The State of Michigan Highway 
Department said it was worth $16,000. 
The McGuires negotiated with the 
department for six months before they 
were ordered to appear in court in 
1966. Two years later, they reached a 
settlement and the McGuire’s received 
a small increase.

 “The project was going to continue 
whether we went to court or not,” said 
McGuire. “They were going to take our 
house.”

When McGuire was researching real 
estate in the Greater Lansing area, 
she was encouraged by her agent to 
make an offer on a two-story home 
on Hayford Avenue. The owners, who 
were white, accepted the offer. 

“When my husband and I went 
together to sign, the owners refused,” 

McGuire said. “So what they did was 
they revised their offer to make an 
addendum that banned Negros.”

With fewer than nine weeks before 
their house would be torn down, the 
McGuires ended up buying a house 
from a friend on Verlinden Street in 
an area that McGuire described as 
“not ideal.” Their new neighborhood 
was primarily occupied by white-collar 
families who worked in real estate, at 

The cost of progress
I496 discussion amplifies 
voices of the displaced

Impact of I496 
in Lansing 
Discussion
Tuesday, April 23
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Lansing City Hall Lobby 
124 W. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
www.michigan.gov/mdcr

Courtesy Photo

Exterior of the McGuire family home before it was destroyed by I496.Courtesy Photo

Mary Jane McGuire holds her 3-month-
old daughter in the driveway of their 
home on W St. Joseph Street, circa 
1963

Courtesy Photo

1965 classified advertisement from the 
Lansing State Journal.

See I496, Page 15  
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An exciting collection of 10” 
ceramic wall pieces each with 

unique graphics
           Created during a month 

long retreat in the Arizona desert
 128 stories told on stoneware 

through the labyrinth of Mark’s 
imagination.

STORY PLATES 
by Mark Chatterley

MSU Symphony Orchestra and Choral Ensembles 
featuring baritone Mark rucker and concert preview lecture 

 Dmitri Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 13, Babi Yar, is one of the most 
enduring musical protests against antisemitism. An engaging preview lecture 

will explore the historical context of the Holocaust and the remembrance 
generated by Shostakovich’s symphony. The work is paired with selections 
from I Never Saw Another Butterfly by Charles Davidson, settings of poems  

by Jewish children who perished in the Holocaust. 

Sat. april 27, 7 pM, WhartOn CEntEr
tickets and info at Music.Msu.edu/babiyar  | 517-353-5340  

Generously sponsored by Gretchen and Ethan Davidson, Margie Dunn and Mark Davidoff, Howard J. Gourwitz, The Belle and Julius Harris Visiting 
Artist Fund established by Lauren Julius Harris, Sue and Alan Kaufman, Iris and Stephen Linder, Rebecca and Alan Ross, Elaine and Michael Serling/The 

Serling Institute for Jewish Studies and Modern Israel, Drs. Lou A. and Roy J. Simon, Linn Van Dyne and Mike Knox, Jeff D. Williams, Andrea L. Wulf.

M I C H I G A N  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y  P R E S E N T S

4/26/19

Michigan State University or in min-
istry. A handful of white residents left 
immediately upon the news of a black 
family moving in.

“We had gone through the redlining, 
we had gone through the condemna-
tion, we had gone through the process 
of property purchasing. We had been 
through it all,” McGuire said. 

A brief history of highways and 
housing discrimination

I496 was part of the 1956 Federal 
Aid Highway Act under President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, which autho-
rized the construction of a national 
network of interstate highways. The 
project took 35 years to complete and 
possibly displaced hundreds of thou-
sands of ethnic communities. This 
was made possible through redlining, 
the now-illegal practice of refusing 
loans in certain areas based on race. 
Redlining in Lansing segregated the 
city street by street.

After the landmark U.S. Supreme 
Court case Shelley v. Kraemer in 1948, 
racial segregation in housing continued 

under the guise of inflated home pric-
es, forcing many African Americans 
and other minorities to buy property 
on land contracts. Buyers took on the 
responsibilities of the home, but did 
not benefit from the security and equi-
ty growth a mortgage offers.

These tactics resulted in segregat-
ed neighborhoods that gave birth to 
black-owned businesses and churches 
that thrived within the community. An 
interactive map created by students at 
MSU Residential College of Arts and 
Humanities indicated that “colored 
clubs” popped up in the west side to 
provide housing and unify various eth-
nic enclaves. While the City of Lansing 
described west of Martin Luther King 
Jr. Boulevard as “the ghetto,” the 
inhabitants had cultivated a self-sus-
taining economy and network that 
should have been guaranteed for gen-
erations to come. 

“Facilitating conversations like the 
panel will help us all have a better 
understanding of how this history 
continues to damage our communi-
ties today, and more importantly, help 
us all work towards finding solutions 
to break this cycle of discrimination,” 
Arbulu said.

I496
from page 14
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SchulerBooks.com/Event
Meridian Mall • Okemos

1982 W. Grand River Ave.

Your Local & Independent Bookstore

FIND MORE INFO ON OUR 
WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE

SCHULER BOOKS

LINDA NEMEC FOSTER: 
LAKE MICHIGAN MERMAID
THURSDAY, APRIL 18 • 7PM

Author Linda Nemec Foster reads poems 
and highlights illustrations from her book, 
The Lake Michigan Mermaid, A Michigan 
Notable Book.

BOARD GAME NIGHT
THURSDAY, APRIL 18 • 6PM

Join us in the cafe for board games! Bring some 
of your favorites or choose from among those 
provided! Beginners welcome!

CHILDREN’S STORY TIME
FIRST + THIRD 

SATURDAYS • 11AM

We read great books for great kids and guide your 
preschooler in a small art project or related make 
and take activity. On April 20, Super Reader Abby 
Perry will read The Wonderful Things You Will Be.

MAGIC / KEYFORGE 
GAME NIGHT

TUESDAY, APRIL 23 • 6PM

Enjoy games and gaming in a casual, friendly 
environment. All Magic items 20% off 
for attendees. Full details on our website: 
SchulerBooks.com/Event

UPCOMING EVENTS

curiousbooks.com      332-0112               MichiganBookShow

69th 
MICHIGAN ANTIQUARIAN 

BOOK & PAPER SHOW
Sunday, April 28 s 9:30 AM - 5 PM  s Free Parking

Causeway Bay Hotel & 
Conference Center
6810 S. Cedar, Lansing

Bring this coupon for $1 off
$5 admission price

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
Trashy pop culture, short atten-

tion spans and fleeting memes are 
the stock in trade of the nationally 
syndicated, long-running “Zippy the 
Pinhead” comic strip. 

In a compelling new graphic nov-
el, “Zippy” creator Bill Griffith ditch-
es the glib critical distance and goes 
straight for the heart. 

“Nobody’s Fool” is the tenderly 
told, true story of Schlitzie, a child-
like “pinhead” who is sheltered and 
exploited by turns in a lifelong series 
of traveling freak shows. “Knowing 
Schlitzie was an opportunity to 
engage in act of compassion,” a fellow 
sideshow employee reminisces in the 

book.
To the delight of “Zippy” fans, the 

new book doubles as a Rosetta Stone 
that decodes Griffith’s own life’s work 
— a scattershot scroll of Dada-esque 
cultural commentary that has delight-
ed and baffled readers for five decades.

“This book was bubbling up inside 
me. Every time I did a Zippy strip, I 
got one day closer to doing ‘Nobody’s 
Fool,’” Griffith said in a phone inter-
view last week. “Then the day hap-
pened when it just burst out.”

Griffith first learned about Schlitzie 
in 1963, when he went to a Times 
Square grindhouse and saw the dis-
turbing 1932 film “Freaks,” by Tod 
Browning, the director of “Dracula.” 
Schlitzie appears in the film as one of 
a tight-knit company of “freaks” who 
band together to wreak revenge on a 
cruel ringmaster.

“At the age of 19, it made a huge 
impression on me, but I didn’t have 
the tools as an artist to really do any-
thing with it,” Griffith said.

Schlitzie’s tapered head, strange 
vocabulary and lack of emotional 
inhibitions were the result of micro-
cephaly, a birth condition traced to 
genetic and environmental causes.

While researching Schlitzie’s life, 
Griffith made a key connection with 
Wolf Krakowski, a sideshow employ-
ee who roomed with Schlitzie in 1965 
when they both worked at the Conklin 
& Garrett circus. 

“He told me it was a privilege to be 
in Schlitzie’s presence, that Schlitzie 
was some sort of enlightened being,” 
Griffith said. “Which is kind of, how 
I view Zippy, as someone who is not 
tied to an ego, living in the moment.”

But Griffith is careful to distinguish 
the two characters. 

He doesn’t see “Nobody’s Fool” as a 

late-career act of atonement for creat-
ing Zippy. “‘Fleshing out’ is more like 
what I thought I was doing,” he said. 
“For people who casually read Zippy, 
it was my partial intention to lend a 
way to look at Zippy through the lens 
of ‘Nobody’s Fool.’”

In “Nobody’s Fool,” Schlitzie has a 
hauntingly absurd dream of a “side-
show he’d like to see,” featuring 
“freaks” like a man sinking a golf putt 
and a woman who “looks a little like 
Barbara Stanwyck.”

By this time, the reader’s empathy 
for Schlitzie makes such “normals” 
seem truly bizarre. What kind of weir-
do just stands on a patch of grass and 
nudges a ball with a stick?

“I wanted to deal with the idea that, 
from Schlitzie’s point of view, the 
freaks are not the sideshow perform-

ers, they’re the people in the audi-
ence,” Griffith said. “It’s not an origi-
nal thought, but I wanted to get it into 
the book because it was important to 
me.”

Schlitzie’s episodic life and trav-
els gave Griffith the chance to lov-
ingly re-create several fascinating 
times and places in “Nobody’s Fool,” 
from 1920s Coney Island and 1930s 
Hollywood and 1960s Brooklyn to 
circuses throughout Middle America 
and Canada. (Watch for cameos by 
Bela Lugosi, Joan Crawford and The 
Three Stooges.) Some of these tab-
leaux go beyond mere documentary 
excellence and haunt your dreams, as 
when a circus elephant climbs into an 
automobile to escape an Oklahoma 
dust storm.

“That was the most pleasure I had 
doing the book,” Griffith said. “When 
I start a chapter, I tend to be a little 
like a movie director. I want to locate 
the reader physically and give as much 
detail as necessary.”

Despite the extra workload, Griffith 
enjoys creating long form stories, 
even as he keeps up his daily “Zippy” 
strip. He felt a hole in his creative life 
after finishing his first graphic novel, 
“Invisible Ink,” a 2016 memoir about 
his mother, and felt it again after fin-
ishing “Nobody’s Fool.”

As a result, he’s already 70 pages 
into his third graphic novel, a biogra-
phy of his favorite comic strip artist, 
“Nancy” creator Ernie Bushmiller.

Often dismissed as simplistic, 
“Nancy” has become a cultural touch-
stone in recent years and the subject of 
a mind-boggling close reading, “How 
to Read Nancy,” by scholars Mark 
Newgarden and Paul Karasik. Griffith 
has been deconstructing “Nancy” for 
years in “Zippy.” To make the subject 
even more timely, “Nancy” was recent-
ly kicked back to vivid life by razor-
sharp cartoonist Olivia Jaimes. 

As a backdrop to the Bushmiller 
bio, Griffith will chronicle the lore and 
golden age of the newspaper comic 
strip, from Bushmiller’s debut at age 
15 to his death in 1982.

Griffith seems almost surprised that 
after decades of voluntary confine-
ment to the comic strip format, he is 
flourishing in the graphic novel for-
mat, with no sign of stopping.

“I opened up a dam and it just 
burst,” he said.

Check out the City Pulse website for a 
full length interview with Bill Griffith.

Courtesy photo

“Nobody’s Fool,” by Zippy the Pinhead 
creator Bill Griffith, tells the story of a 
real-life precursor to Zippy.

Graphic novel by ‘Zippy’ creator goes back to the source
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THE 420 BREAKDOWN
A hopefully-not-too-sobering look at local employer drug testing and the growth of CBD oil

So why should testing 
positive for marijuana 
still get you fired?

Report: THC in the bloodstream doesn’t mean you’re high
"This is more of a societal and 
overall policy issue for these
employers. They can keep being strict 
about this, but that would preclude about 
a quarter of the workforce. I just think 
marijuana users tend to be painted with 
a very broad brush, and it takes time for 
employers to adjust."
— Denise Pollicella, 
Cannabis Attorneys of Michigan

See Drug Testing, Page 19  

Define yourself. Registration for fall begins April 29.

lcc.edu
Lansing Community College is an equal opportunity educational institution/employer.

By KYLE KAMINSKI
A recent state-commissioned report 

found blood tests to determine wheth-
er someone recently smoked weed to be 
an inadequate measure of impairment. 
Still, many area public and private em-
ployers are using those same tests on 
their staff — and firing employees who 
test positive for THC.

It’s a totally legal practice, but it 
raises the question: If not intoxication, 
what exactly are these tests meant to 
find?

“Whether or not they consume 
marijuana regularly, it still shows up 
on those tests regardless of whether 
they’re impaired,” explained Margeaux 
Bruner, an executive at the Michigan 
Cannabis Industry Association. “I 
think employers are using it more like 
a character reference, not to actually 
gauge impairment at that moment.”

Bruner also serves on the state’s Im-
paired Driving Safety Commission, a 
workgroup formed under Gov. Gretch-
en Whitmer tasked with determining 
whether state law can set a driving 
limit (much like alcohol) for THC in 
the bloodstream. The short answer: It 
can’t. The tests don’t accurately mea-
sure impairment at all.

The idea: Weed metabolites swim 
around the body for several days after 
ingestion and could trigger a positive 
drug test weeks later. The way it is me-
tabolized can differ significantly from 
person to person — especially between 
casual and chronic smokers.

The findings create a potential legal 
wrinkle within the state’s zero-toler-
ance approach to drugged driving, but 
they also raise questions over employ-
ers using those same tests. The law al-
lows them to test their staff as they see 
fit. But industry advocates question 
whether they should.

“Employers need to be rational with 
their thinking on this,” explained Josh 
Hovey, communications director for 
the Michigan Cannabis Industry As-

sociation. 
Hovey said it’s “reasonable” for com-

panies required by federal law to test 
for drugs. But others “should think 
long and hard about whether to drug 
screen, particularly as a condition of 
employment.”

East Lansing attorney and marijua-
na entrepreneur Jeff Hank labeled em-
ployment testing for cannabis “absurd” 
and an “affront to personal liberty and 
privacy.” He suggested that only certain 
public safety-oriented jobs — like air-
line pilots or police officers — should 
be subjected to marijuana screening.

“That’s the equivalent of testing 
employees to see if they’ve had a beer 
over the weekend and firing them for 
it,” added Denise Pollicella at Cannabis 
Attorneys of Michigan. “It makes no 
sense from a policy standpoint. Em-
ployers are going to have to think about 
these ridiculously strict standards now 
that it’s recreationally legal.”

Laws that guide recreational mari-
juana in Michigan allow pre-screening 
ahead of a job offer, random testing or 
mandated tests after a workplace inci-
dent. Employers can use their discre-
tion on the results.

Federal law mandates that govern-
ments, businesses and organizations 
with federal contracts or grants pro-
vide for a drug-free workplace. Inter-
pretation on adherence can vary, but 
many employers in Greater Lansing 
(like the State of Michigan and Mich-
igan State University) use the law to 
justify routine testing. Some of the 
largest employers in Lansing — partic-
ularly those without federal contracts 
— weren’t able to offer much of an ex-

planation for sticking with tests after 
pot was legalized recreationally last 
November. They just do them.

Sparrow Health System operates a 
zero-tolerance policy toward drug use 
among all of its nearly 8,000 employ-
ees in Lansing — and officials there 
don’t expect that to change with the 
new marijuana laws. The goal: “Ex-
traordinary patient care, without im-
pairment.” A spokesman declined to 
elaborate.

The city of Lansing tests employees 
“across the board” before they’re hired, 
including for THC, said Human Re-
sources Director Linda Sanchez-Ga-
zella. She noted the city remains a 
“drug-free workplace” even after mar-
ijuana was legalized. Additional ques-
tions about city drug testing policies 
were left unanswered.

East Lansing and Ingham County, 
in contrast, only test certain employ-
ees that drive or serve in public safety 
functions in order to adhere to those 
federal restrictions. 

“We don’t test a lot of employees 
for hiring purposes, but we can drug 
test upon reasonable suspicion or an 
accident,” added Ingham County Hu-
man Resources Director Sue Graham. 
“We don’t do other screenings because 
there’s no reason to do so. It’s on the 
basis of necessity. We just don’t need to 
test these people.”

Drug tests are also required for ev-
ery new hire at Delhi and Meridian 
townships, the Ingham County Sher-
iff ’s Office and within Lansing Public 
Schools. Dozens of other local employ-
ers — like General Motors, McLaren 
and Peckham — also told City Pulse 

about some form of ongoing drug test-
ing, but many declined to elaborate.

A spokeswoman for Delta Den-
tal, for example, declined to outline 
its specific testing procedures or the 
meaning of its “drug-free workplace.” 
She only noted the company prohibits 
staff from possessing or being under 
the influence of marijuana on the job; 
it’s unclear what effect a positive test 
could have on employment there.

Bruner said the findings of the state 
report gives employers one less leg to 
stand on for testing. The practice sug-
gests those who smoke — regardless of 
whether they’re high — are somehow 
inferior to their non-smoking counter-
parts, she said.

“We live in a world where medical 
and recreational use is legal. People 
could be using marijuana to treat an 
ailment or for their own pleasure out-
side of work” Bruner added. “That lev-
el of THC found on these tests doesn’t 
necessarily equate to an impact on 
their work day. There’s a reason that 
we didn’t set a limit on this.”

Nicholas Fillinger, a member of the 
state commission and a forensic toxi-
cologist for the Michigan State Police, 
said a correlation still exists between 
marijuana in the bloodstream and im-
pairment. It just can’t be adequately 
measured with existing technology. As 
testing evolves, a limit might someday 
be further justified, he suggested.

“That just doesn’t exist,” Fillinger 
added. “What each individual employ-
er does? That was really outside the 
scope of the commission, but I’d say 
employers need something more to de-
termine whether they’re impaired.”

Not all employers maintain such a 
rigid stance on drug testing — partic-
ularly after the passage of Proposal 1.

A spokeswoman for the Douglas J. 
Aveda Institute noted that prospec-
tive employees undergo a background 
check but aren’t required to pass a 
drug screening before they’re hired. 
If there is reasonable suspicion that a 
stylist showed up under the influence, 
they might test them, but it won’t al-
ways lead to their termination.

“I can’t say we’d automatically fire 
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By DENNIS BURCK 
Legal in Michigan since June 2018, 

the CBD oil industry is blossoming 
from hemp farmers cashing in on a new 
crop to veterinarians prescribing the 
oil to ease a dog’s final days. There are 
stories of CBD (short for cannabidiol) 
being used to treat depression, anxiety, 
chronic pain and even low libido.  

Are we traveling back to the days of 
Wild West snake oil salesmen or is this 
legit? 

Let’s start with what can be said for 
sure.  

CBD oil is derived from hemp plants 
containing less than 0.3% of the psy-
choactive THC content. For reference, 
most marijuana contains over 30 per-
cent. 

The oil is most commonly sold in a 
small glass bottle with a dropper or 
a tincture. Depending on the dosage, 
most bottles advise consumers to drop 
the oil under their tongue and hold for 
10 seconds undisturbed. 

It, like its THC brethren, targets the 
endocannabinoid system, latching on 
to CB1 and CB2 receptors in the brain 
and body. What it does from there has 
scientists, physicians and the general 
populace perplexed.  

The only clinical breakthrough thus 
far is the CBD-derived drug Epidiolex 
for children 2 years and older with 
Lennox-Gastaut syndrome or Dravet 
syndrome, rare forms of epilepsy. 

The FDA tested around 700 children 
with these forms of epilepsy in clinical 
trials with a placebo control group. 

After both Lennox-Gastaut and 
Dravet syndrome sufferers responded 
with fewer seizures than the control 
group, the drug was approved by the 
FDA last June. It is expensive, cost-
ing $32,500 for a year’s supply before 
insurance coverage. 

That’s where undisputed evi-
dence-based research ends.

The majority of CBD oil is on shaky 
ground for its touted benefits in the sci-
entific community.  

A 2017 study on CBD labeling accu-

racy by the University of Pennsylvania’s 
Perelman School of Medicine found 70 
percent of CBD oils sold online to be 
mislabeled with too little or too much 
CBD. 

In Michigan, CBD was roped into the 
Marijuana category of legislation before 
it had a chance to be separated from its 
THC containing counterpart last June.  

The law  
It wasn’t a pot smoking liberal who 

wrote the legislation that clarified the 
legality of CBD oil. It was state Rep. 
Steven Johnson, a Republican from 
West Michigan.

Johnson wrote and proposed House 
Bill 6331, separating hemp and all of 
its properties from marijuana. It was 
signed into law as Public Act 642 of 
2018. 

“I’ve never used it. I don’t know if it 
is ingested or applied and I don’t care. 
I just know the people who do and they 
say it works for them. Why would we 
want to stop that?” Johnson said.   

Johnson first heard about CBD oil 
from his pastor, who took the drug 
for an illness. The pastor was frustrat-
ed after he found out he needed to get 
a medical marijuana card to acquire 
CBD, which would void out his license 
to carry a concealed weapon, Johnson 
said.  

“It seemed pretty simple and a min-
ute thing and I wanted to get that fixed,” 
he said.  

The scale of things changed when the 
act went public in the house.  

“When we introduced this legislation, 
I heard from people all over the state: 
Republicans, Democrats, conservatives 
and liberals.”  

The support continued on the floor of 
the Michigan House of Representatives, 
where it passed unanimously. The 
Michigan Senate passed the bill almost 
unanimously with one no-vote before 
then-Gov. Rick Snyder, a Republican, 
signed it into law.  

“CBD oil is a big opportunity for 
Michigan because it is an emerging 
market here and an emerging market 

for our country,” Johnson said. “Why 
can’t we be the policymakers that 
embrace CBD oil and what it brings? 
Let’s be the leader and develop all the 
technological innovations with it.”  

President Trump later signed the 
farm bill, which made hemp and CBD 
oil legal nationwide in December.  

The vendors 
Founded in 1974, Su Casa of Old 

Town is one of the oldest family-owned 
Lansing headshops.  Manager Lucas 
Peña first heard of CBD oil in 2015 at a 
vendor show in Las Vegas.  

“At first I didn’t think much of it and 
looked into it. As time evolved, I saw 
and heard a lot more of the benefits of 
CBD itself.”  

Customer stories range from elderly 
people being able to overcome pain to 
walk again to anxiety sufferers able to 
kick their meds to be treated with CBD 
exclusively, he added.  

“I’ve heard it all and I wouldn’t be 
surprised with anything.”  

Su Casa’s CBD products include top-
ical creams, tinctures and the hemp 
flower itself.  

Hampi, the company that makes the 

smokable hemp flower Su Casa stocks, 
includes a QR code to scan so people 
can see its test results for CBD concen-
tration from a third-party tester. 

This is the most popular way to 
self-regulate the CBD market in lieu of 
FDA oversight. The QR data is linked 
to a report from EVIO Labs, a Nevada 
company specializing in testing canna-
bidiol products.

Theodore Blackwell, assistant man-
ager of The Haven smoke shop on 
Saginaw Highway, said there has been 
a surge in CBD traffic within the last 
month.  

“A year ago, CBD might have taken 
up half a row in a case,” Blackwell said. 
“Now it takes up the whole case.”  

Blackwell, an Army veteran, is a 
medical marijuana card holder and 
was skeptical of CBD at first. He has an 
injured knee from the service and doc-
tors tell him his ACL is in fragile con-
dition.  

“I get chronic pain with it, but I take 
CBD gummies and it makes totally for-
get about it.”  

What needs to change most with the 

Trepidation and hope with CBD oil craze in Lansing

Dennis Burck/City Pulse

Assistant manager of The Haven smokeshop on Saginaw Highway, 
Theodore Blackwell, takes CBD for an injured knee.

See CBD, Page 19  
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them,” she added. “There are lots of 
things that show up in these drug tests 
and it’ll take some investigating into 
why something has shown up on that 
test. It’s definitely individualized.”

Deputy Superintendent Mark Co-
scarella said staff at Lansing Public 
Schools are screened for marijuana 
before they’re hired, but he also noted 
that a positive test for THC won’t nec-
essarily preclude anyone from the job 
— including teachers and others staff 
that supervise and educate local chil-
dren on a daily basis.

“Is it possible? Sure,” Coscarella 
added. “The hard part about this is 
that there’s no agreed-upon amount 
of THC in the bloodstream that could 
render someone under the influence or 
consider them to be impaired.”

Industry advocates suggested that 
workplace testing for marijuana use 

will only continue to be phased out as 
more employers come to terms with an 
increasing sense of social acceptance 
across the state. And if they don’t? 
Their applicant pools — and staff re-
tention rates — will only suffer as rec-
reational marijuana hits the market.

Pollicella said more employers need 
to stop stereotyping marijuana users 
and recognize that casual use has no 
bearing on workplace productivity. 
Particularly among card-carrying pa-
tients, the ability to manage their ail-
ments with medical marijuana could 
actually enable them to be more effi-
cient on the job, she suggested. 

“Everyone seems to accept alcohol,” 
Pollicella added. “This is more of a so-
cietal and overall policy issue for these 
employers. They can keep being strict 
about this, but that would preclude 
about a quarter of the workforce. I 
just think marijuana users tend to be 
painted with a very broad brush, and 
it takes time for employers to adjust.”

Drug Testing
from page 19

CBD market is coefficient pricing with 
dosage, Blackwell said. Less reputable 
establishments will charge $50 for a 
bottle of CBD regardless if it is a high 
or low CBD concentration.   

“I want to see more legit stuff versus a 
lot of people riding the wave and craze. 
I don’t want anyone wasting their mon-
ey.”  

The pharmacist  
Pharmacist Michael Salquist has 

worked in the Lansing area for the last 
40 years.  

He co-owns Central Pharmacy, a 
branch with 12 locations in Central 
Michigan. He said he gets at least five 
calls a day about CBD from customers 
and another five calls from CBD suppli-
ers wanting to stock their products. 

One of the problems with measured 
efficacy of CBD oil is there is not a lot of 
research being done on the endocanna-
binoid system, Salquist said.  

“When I graduated from pharma-
cy school in the early ‘70s, there was 
no mention of it. Up until the last five 
years, the endocannabinoid system 
wasn’t even discussed.” 

Researchers discovered the endocan-
nabinoid system in 1992. They isolat-
ed an endocannabinoid in the human 
body for the first time. They called it 
‘anandamide’ after the Sanskrit word 
for bliss.  

“As a pharmacist, I have to ask myself, 
‘How can it treat depression while giv-
ing you energy while taking your pain 
away all at the same time?’ It’s too 
much.”  

It is still worth checking into to see 
if it could negate opioid addictions, he 
added.  

“Other than making you feel drowsy 
or funny, there aren’t a lot of alterna-
tives out there. If the product and bio-

availability of CBD is true, it could be a 
great product. Or it could be the newest 
thing and everyone is jumping on board 
trying to get a piece of the pie.”  

The CBD market needs time to fig-
ure out what is real and what isn’t, he 
added.  

The current problem is no one can 
tell you the proper dosage for a thera-
peutic level of CBD to “titrate” or treat 
the symptoms it claims to alleviate, 
Salquist said.  

The placebo effect must also be taken 
into account, he added.  

“There are stories of people who have 
had great successes from pain to anx-
iety with CBD. Is it mind over matter 
or part of the endocannabinoid system 
working? I don’t know.”  

The epilepsy community  
Russ Derry is the director of edu-

cation for the Epilepsy Foundation of 
Michigan. Over his career, he has seen 
the rise and fall of multiple treatments 
and the inclusion of once alternative 
methods move into the mainstream.  

“With any new treatment, you 
approach it with a combination of hope 
and skepticism,” Derry said.  

CBD reminded him of the Ketogenic 
Diet for people with epilepsy where it 
started out as an alternative or comple-
mentary treatment and moved into a 
mainstream treatment with a great deal 
of evidence to support it.  

This doesn’t mean everyone should 
run out and use it, Derry said. Before 
taking CBD as alternative medicine for 
epilepsy is considered, “make sure you 
have been to a comprehensive epilepsy 
center, evaluated by an epileptologist 
and explored all of the widely approved 
and widely accepted treatments for epi-
lepsy,” Derry said. “If you have explored 
all of those, absolutely it is something to 
discuss with your neurologist.”  

Outside Epidiolex, there is a great 
deal of interest in using CBD in the 
epilepsy community, he said. “A small-
er percentage will actually try it and an 
even smaller percentage use it regular-

lyxbecause it is effective.” 
For Derry, the answer is not to for-

bid people from using these devel-
oping alternatives but to emphasize 
caution.  

“Often the case is when people are 
desperate for new treatments when 
existing ones are not working, they 
will try things before the solid evi-
dence is available,” Derry said. “You 
want to make sure of the potential 
risks of doing so, and you want to 
make sure the research is at least com-
ing down the pipeline.”    

Though it is hard to pinpoint, CBD 
started getting introduced within the 
epilepsy community in the last 10 
years, Derry said.  

The evidence thus far is limited for 
everything else, Derry said. “It is all 
anecdotal. There is a lot of research to 
explain why it might be effective, but 
provisioning centers and CBD suppli-
ers haven't been through the rigorous 
testing a drug has.”  

This is nothing new, Derry said.  
“With any complementary therapy, 

there is a tendency to overstate its 
benefits and paint a picture of a cure-
all or panacea.”   

Though CBD is legal when derived 
from hemp (as opposed to marijua-
na), the FDA only rescheduled it to 
schedule V status with a potential 
for addiction akin to prescription 
strength Robitussin with codeine. 
“Descheduling” —taking CBD off 
the FDA's addictive substance list — 
would allow fewer restrictions on test-
ing the general population. 

“We would like to see existing bar-
riers continue to be removed in terms 
of descheduling to provide more 
opportunities to research,” Derry said. 
“There is a lot to still discover and we 
need to still be working towards find-
ing these solutions.” 

For a list of CBD vendors in Lansing, 
find this story on 

www.lansingcitypulse.com

Dennis Burck/City Pulse

A tincture of CBD oil, salve of CBD oil and raw hemp flower from 
Su Casa head shop of Old Town.

CBD
from page 18
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By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
Seldom has so much hung on the 

fate of a pair of slippers.
Stovepipe hats and parasols are 

still standard equipment in the clas-
sic Broadway musical “My Fair Lady,” 
but the revered, revived show will 
come to MSU’s Wharton Center Feb. 
26-March 1, 2020 with its baggage 
deftly leveraged for a new era.

This time around, Cockney flower 
girl Eliza Doolittle handles the bul-
lying Professor Henry Higgins a bit 
differently, evoking cries of “go girl!” 
from the audience.

Last week, we sat down with 
Wharton Center director Michael 
Brand and his staff to preview 
Wharton’s 2019-20 season. As usu-
al, a full slate of music, dance and 
unclassifiable extravaganzas are in the 
works, but an invigorated Broadway 
series is leading the way. 

Themes of isolation and suicide 
(“Dear Evan Hansen”), post-9-11 pan-
ic (“Come From Away”) and misogyny 
(yes, “My Fair Lady”) wouldn’t be out 
of place in a black box theater, but 
Wharton’s Broadway series is tapping 
into a new wave of energy.

Broadway is in a phase of deeper 
engagement with the broader culture, 
with new shows and revivals that 
treat serious material in inventive and 
life-affirming ways.

“The door has opened up,” Brand 
said. “It’s no longer the same 10 or 15 
white producers that were there for 
decades. New writers are tackling a 
lot of different subjects and issues.”

Up in lights
Two or three decades ago, Brand 

didn’t foresee Broadway shows skim-
ming so high on the zeitgeist. 

“In the 1990s, we were thinking, 
how are we going to pay for this indus-
try?” he said. “Now the producers are 
bringing so much more human inter-
est into the Broadway theater. These 
stories and the music and choreogra-
phy are associated with all kinds of 
things that are current today.”

It seems that there is nothing in 
American life and culture Broadway 
can’t put up in lights. The all-con-
quering “Hamilton,” with its African-
American cast, avid absorption of rap, 
and a treasury secretary for a protag-
onist, re-established that idea with a 
vengeance.

Next season’s Wharton opener, 
“Come From Away,” and 2020 clos-
er, “Dear Evan Hansen,” are state-of-
the-medium productions. Both shows 
opened in the past two years and are 
still among the hottest Broadway 
tickets.

“Come From Away” will run during 
the week of the 9-11 terrorist attacks 
(Sept. 10-15), the exact period cov-
ered in the show.

The story follows a group of 
American airline passengers unex-
pectedly grounded in Newfoundland 
after the 9-11 attacks. Amid the 
uncertainty and panic of the day, the 
Americans find a haven in the small 
town of Gander.

If someone told you in late 2001 
there would someday be a musi-
cal about 9-11, you probably have 
sprained your eyes rolling them.

Brand was skeptical about “Come 
From Away” when he first heard 

about it.
“It was in its reading phase, before 

it was developed in smaller theaters,” 
he said. “I thought ‘How are they 
going to do that?’”

Yet “Come From Away” touched 
a deep chord with audiences in 
San Diego and Seattle before hit-
ting Broadway in 2017 with such an 
impact that even the previews were 
standing-room only.

The theme of welcoming strangers 
into your town — with Americans on 
the receiving end of the welcome — 
only grows more pointed by the week.

“It’s very poignant. You think about 
it for a long time,” Brand said. “That’s 
very significant for us, setting the 
theme of including everybody in our 
community.”

The season closer, “Dear Evan 
Hansen” (June 16-21), is a fitting 
bookend to “Come From Away.” Both 
shows are original and not derived 

from a movie, book or any other 
previously existing property. “Dear 
Evan Hansen” plunges straight into 
the complications of contemporary 
life, as a lonely high school student 
becomes an Internet sensation and 
struggles with the fallout.

“The whole environment of that 
show is totally directed at young peo-
ple,” Brand said. “You go to New York 
and see lines wrapped around the 
block — young people — and it’s just 
incredible.”

‘Go girl’
“My Fair Lady,” the Pygmalion-

esque fable of an overbearing lin-
guistics professor and his young 
female “experiment,” didn’t have to be 
tweaked very much to reflect the sex-
ual politics of the MeToo era. 

At the end of the show, after 
an extended estrangement, Eliza 
Doolittle finally shows up at a love-

Revitalized Broadway leads 2019-20 Wharton Center season

open door

Courtesy Photo

The new Broadway tour of "My Fair Lady" makes several revisions that rewrite its old subtext of subservience. 

See Wharton, Page 23  
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lorn Professor Higgins’ doorstep, 
whereupon he imperiously demands 
that she get him her slippers.

In the 1960s, the line was a signal 
to the audience that all is “well” again. 
The new production adds a silent, 
delicious jolt.

The lights dim and Eliza simply 
turns and walks out. Brand saw it in 
New York with staffer Doug Miller 
and they both sensed the revival’s 
huge potential.

“Very subtle — she walks toward 
the audience, no fourth wall,” Brand 
said. “There were cheers — ‘Go girl.’ 
The thing’s still doing a million and 
something a week.”

Any show with memorable, 
well-written characters and musical 
bones as solid as “My Fair Lady” has 
great potential for meaningful reviv-
al. Several crown jewels of American 
musical theater are showing new fac-
ets as history’s light wheels around 
them. A 2008 revival of “South Pacific” 
struck a chord with modern audienc-
es with its treatment of racial preju-
dice. A 2015 revival of “Fiddler on the 
Roof ” ended with the inhabitants of a 
Jewish shtetl becoming refugees and 
marching off to an unknown fate. The 
“Cabaret” revival of 2014 ended with 
a shocker, as the habitués of the Kit 
Kat Club are shipped to a concentra-
tion camp.

Earlier this month, New York Times 
critic Ben Brantley called a new, 
stripped-down Broadway revival of 
“Oklahoma” “wide awake” and “jolt-
ing,” “a mirror for our age of doubt 
and anxiety.”

Broadway’s durability, and adapt-
ability, continues to amaze audiences. 
For more than a century, doomsayers 
have predicted that each new wave of 
mass media, from radio to television 
to the Internet to social media, had 
the potential to kill live theater, but 
the Broadway amoeba has absorbed 
it all.

In a bravura sequence in “Dear 
Evan Hansen,” the young protagonist 
is bombarded by a montage of tweets, 
Instagram images and social media 
posts, projected behind him.

Far from killing theater, social 
media not only gives Broadway more 
fodder for drama and song. It also 
gives people like Brand and his mar-
keting team a potent promotional 
tool.

“So many new platforms are avail-
able to help us connect,” Brand said. 
“Broadway is an art form that’s alive 
and dynamic. There are more and 
more people getting involved, who are 
going to take it into all kinds of differ-
ent places. It’s very exciting because 
it’s never been this big in its history.”

Song and dance
Wharton’s 2019-2020 dance and 

music offerings stick largely to prov-
en artists, with a few experimental 
forays.

It took some patience and timing to 
get a longtime Wharton favorite, the 
Royal Winnipeg Ballet (March 25), 
performing choreographer Septime 
Webre’s lush re-envisioning of “The 
Wizard of Oz.” Webre drew upon the 
original book by L. Frank Baum as well 
as the classic 1939 film. (It required a 
bit of legal dancing to negotiate the 
use of the ruby slippers and other sig-
nature elements of the movie, which 
are still under copyright.)

The full-length ballet has already 
broken records in Denver and Kansas 
City, hitting the box-office sweet spot 
between sophisticated dance connois-
seurs, newbies and kids who are see-
ing their first full-length ballet.

Webre said the exuberant produc-
tion is about “living life as if it were a 
big adventure.”

Brand said despite a longtime rela-
tionship with the Wharton Center, 
the company couldn’t afford to tour 
for several years after the 2008 reces-
sion.

“They had two little windows 
of time on this mini-tour and we 
grabbed them,” Brand said.

Wharton’s strong dance card is 
rounded out by the acrobatic, poly-
morphous Pilobolus (Oct. 30) and 
Parsons Dance (Feb. 22,), a contem-
porary New York City troupe that 
rummages through cultural markers 
as diverse as Indian tabla rhythms, 
New Orleans second line processions, 
retooled classics from Mozart and 
Debussy and Broadway tunes. 

In the realm of music, The Oct. 12 
teaming of hyper-caffeinated singer 
Storm Large and Michael Feinstein, 
the master interpreter of the Great 
American Songbook, looms larger 
than Large. Between full-on vocal 
blitzkriegs, the unholy offspring of 
Freddie Mercury and Betty Hutton 
loves to yell “sing that shit, mother-
fuckers!” (to herself or the audience, 
it’s not clear).

On that note, classical music in 
2019-20 is represented at Wharton 
by a sparing few, ultra-high-quality 

Courtesy Photos

(Above) Marian Torres and Erin Mackey in "Wicked."
(Below) Nick Cartell in "Les Misérables."

Wharton
from page 22
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artists. 
Snagging the Emerson Quartet 

(Oct. 18), arguably the greatest string 
quartet alive, is a coup. It’s been 10 
years since the Emersons played in 
East Lansing, and they’ll do a three-
day residency at MSU while they’re 
here. The Emersons are sticking to 
classics like Dvorak and Beethoven, 
but another top ensemble, the Imani 
Winds, brings an adventurous pro-
gram Nov. 8, and will stick around at 
MSU even longer, for a full week of 
classes and workshops.

Two of classical music’s most vener-
able names, virtuoso violinist Joshua 
Bell will and the 60-piece Academy of 
St. Martin in the Fields, will perform 
a Paganini concerto and Brahms’ epic 
Fourth Symphony Feb. 20, 2020.

Transcendent pianist Jonathan Biss 
will tackle the Holy Grail of the key-
board, the complete Beethoven sona-
tas, Jan. 8 and 10.

The sonatas make an epic cycle, not 
just a series of sonatas piled on top of 
each other, and Biss is the kind of art-
ist who commits to the journey with 
his body, mind and soul. (He’s also 
written eloquently about the experi-
ence of playing the Beethoven cycle.)

The classical slate will be livened 
up by Black Violin (Oct. 16), a mul-
tiple-threat salvo of classical, funk, 
hip-hop and anything else violinsts 
Wil B. and Kev Marcus and their D.J. 
deem def.

To draw more young people to key 
music events like these, Wharton 
plans to offer reduced price tickets for 
students and teaching faculty, as they 
did for the Czech Philharmonic and 
opera diva Renee Fleming last year.

Wharton’s concerted effort to mar-
ket to students, on multiple plat-
forms, is paying off. (Wharton has set 
up a marketing team as a registered 
student group.) About 7.5 percent of 
tickets to all events were sold to stu-
dents. Out of about 17,000 tickets 
sold to the musical “Anastasia” last 
November, 3,000 were sold to stu-
dents.

“We want to develop groups like 
these because they’re going to be the 
people who will keep the Center alive 
10 to 20 years from now,” Brand said.

In recent years, keeping up the local 
jazz scene has largely been a job for 
the MSU College of Music, with its 
succession of stellar guest artists, star 

professors and outstanding students. 
But Wharton is throwing some aces on 
the table in 2019-2020. One of jazz’s 
greatest pianist-composers, Kenny 
Barron, will do a double bill with 
blazing trumpeter Sean Jones Jan. 30. 
It’s been six years since Barron came 
to Wharton with vibraphonist Stefon 
Harris for the memorable world pre-
miere of a suite composed by Barron. 
Pianist Keiko Matsui, whose lyrical 
jazz has only deepened in resonance 
and emotion as her career moves into 
its fourth decade, will return to the 
Wharton Center Oct. 25. The double 
bill of Davina and the Vagabonds and 
the Hot Club of Cowtown will crank 
the time machine to the World War II 
era of big band swing May 13.

Some musical wild cards on the 
Wharton schedule in 2019-20 include 
the athletic Taiko drumming machine 
“Tao: Drum Heart” (March 13) and 
the Klezmer-and-beyond effusions of 
The Klezmatics (March 26).

And then there are shows that defy 
categorization. It’s tempting to shame 
the Wharton team for lazy work in 
launching a collaboration with the 
people next door. But the Wharton’s 
neighbor happens to be the Facility 
for Rare Isotope Beams, or the FRIB. 

“Of Equal Place: Isotopes in 
Motion” (March 21) is billed as a 
dance, video and “physics” perfor-
mance (aren’t they all?) hurling pro-
fessional dancers of the Maryland 
Dance Project and local youth from 
Lansing’s Happendance together into 
the choreographic equivalent of a 
particle accelerator.

FRIB is footing the bill for a full 
week of children’s shows, public 
shows, tours of the FRIB and work-
shops meant to smash science and art 
together.

The FRIB collaboration is a fore-
taste of the creative, cross-disci-
plinary mashups to come, Brand said. 
A side effect of this changing perfor-
mance landscape is that after over 
25 years, the Wharton’s guest lecture 
series is done. The series brought 
some major luminaries in its day, 
from naturalist Richard Dawkins to 
author Toni Morrison, but now it’s 
“run its course and ran a little dry,” 
Brand said. The traditional lecture 
model of big-names lecturing to a 
large, passive audience is giving way 
to smaller, interactive formats. Brand 
is looking for ways to bring guests, 
chosen by deans and faculty, to small-
er spaces like the Pasant Theatre for 
“deep conversations” and less hierar-
chical setups.

Courtesy Photos

Major Attaway as the Genie in "Aladdin."

Wharton
from page 23
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ON THE

TOWN
Events must be entered through the calendar 

at lansingcitypulse.com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the following week’s issue. 

Charges may apply for paid events to appear 
in print. If you need assistance, please call 

Suzi at (517) 999-6704.

A simple piano, bass and drums 
trio comes to 
Urban Beat to 
take attendees on 
a journey from the 
Venetian canals to 
the Midwest corn-
fields with blues, 
jazz and Italian 
tunes. Margherita 
Fava, a native of 

Prosecco, Italy, moved to Michigan 
to study at MSU in the Jazz Studies 
program after a teenage career of 

playing in bars throughout her coun-
try. She is joined by fellow musician 
Guglielmo Crandelli on drums, an avid 
fan of John Coltrane who left a family 
business in Venetian glass making to 
pursue a career as a professional 
musician. Completing the rhythm sec-
tion is Lucàs LaFave on bass. LaFave, 
a native of France, jump started his 
career after he found Charlie Parker 
records in a thrift store. He played 
them so much, the needle wore the 
vinyl down to white noise.  

Margherita Fava and special guests  
Wednesday, April 17
CLASSES AND SEMINARS

Active Senior Exercise - 9:15-10:15 a.m. 
Prime Time Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Road, 
East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

Life Reinvented: A Master Class on Your 
Post-Divorce Journey. 5:30-8 p.m. CADL - 
Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Rd., Okemos.

LITERATURE AND POETRY

Fiction Book Discussion (Adults) - How to 
Stop Time by Matt Haig. 6:30-7:30 p.m. CADL 
Holt-Delhi Branch, 2078 N. Aurelius Rd., Holt. 
517-694-9351. cadl.org. 

Nonfiction Book Club - 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Prime Time Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Road, 
East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

Wednesday Morning Book Discussions 
- “Becoming” by Michelle Obama.  10-11 a.m. 
Prime Time Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Road, 
East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

EVENTS

Allen Farmers Market - 1611 - 1629 E. 
Kalamazoo, Lansing.  3-6:30 p.m. Allen Market 
Place, 1611 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 517-999-
3911. lansing.org. 

THE BACCHAE - By Euripides.  7:30 p.m. 
Pasant Theatre, 750 E Shaw Ln, East Lansing. 
517-353-1982. whartoncenter.com. 

Burgess New Venture Challenge Final 
Event - MSU's student showcase. 5-8:30 p.m. 
Wharton Center, East Lansing. 

Capital City Film Festival - Multimedia 
showcase of independent films and live touring 
bands. 12 p.m. Lansing. lansingmi.gov. 

Current Events - 1-2:45 p.m. Prime Time 
Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Rd., East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com. 

Easter Egg Hunt - Hunt begins at 6pm 
Watertown Township. 12803 S. Wacousta Rd., 
Grand Ledge. watertowntownship.com

Emergency Services - 6-8 p.m. Fire Hall, 
Laingsburg. laingsburg.us. 

GL Recycle & Compost Hours: 3:00-7:00 PM - 
Grand Ledge. oneidatownship.org. 

MSU Libraries’ Game Studies Guild: Critical 
Let’s Play - 6:30-8:30 p.m. MSU Library, 366 West 
Circle Dr., East Lansing. 

MSU Science Festival - 10 a.m.-9 p.m. MSU, 
Rec Sports, IM West, Cycling Studio - Rm #151, 
East Lansing. sciencefestival.msu.edu. 

REO Town Board Meeting! - It’s time for our 
monthly REO Town Commercial Association 
Board Meeting. 6-7:30 p.m. Lansing. 

Senior Discovery Group - 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Allen Neighborhood Center, 1611 E Kalamazoo St, 
Lansing. 517-367-2468. 

Water School: Watch-in - We screen water-
themed movies and discuss. 4-6 p.m. Eli and 
Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu. 

ARTS

Clay on the Pottery Wheel - Spring B - 6:30-8 
p.m. Reach Studio Art Center, 1804 S Washington 
Ave, Lansing. 517-999-3643. reachstudioart.org. 

Helping Women Period - Volunteer workspace 
to create materials for local nonprofit.  11:30 
a.m.-3 p.m. Prime Time Seniors’ Program, 819 
Abbot Rd., East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

“Inspirations” - 12-4 p.m. The Peoples Church 
of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand River Ave., East 
Lansing. thepeopleschurch.com. 

MUSIC

Camertone: International Chamber Soloists 
Concert Series - 7-9 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner 
St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com. 

Jim Chappell In Concert -  7-9 p.m. Reeder 
Pianos, 5660 W Grand River Ave, Lansing. 

Thursday, April 18
CLASSES AND SEMINARS

Beginning Ukulele - 1-2 p.m. Prime Time 

Margherita 
Fava
Thursday April 18
7 to 10 p.m., $5
1213 Turner St., 
Lansing, MI 
(517)482-3333 
urbanbeatevents.com

Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Rd., East Lansing. 
www.cityofeastlansing.com. 

For Love of the Prophet: The Art of Islamic 
State-Making in Sudan, 12-1:30 p.m. 303 Inter-
national Center, East Lansing. events.msu.edu. 

Grow with Google -   6-7:30 p.m. Capital Area 
District Libraries Mason Branch, 145 W. Ash St., 
Mason. 517-676-9088. cadl.org. 

Stretch, Flex & Balance II - 10:45-11:45 a.m. 
Prime Time Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Road, 
East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

No Secret: Sexual Violence in the Holocaust 
- Annual Holocaust Lecture. 7-8:30 p.m. Kellogg 
Center Auditorium, MSU, 219 S Harrison Rd, 

East Lansing. jsp.msu.edu. 

LITERATURE AND POETRY

Chipmunk Story Time - . 10-11 a.m. Harris 
Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Rd., Okemos. 517-
349-3866. meridian.mi.us. 

LIBRARY BOARD - This is a meeting of the 
Laingsburg Library Board 6-7 p.m. Laingsburg. 
laingsburg.us. 

Sing, Dance, and Move Storytime - 6-7 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E Jefferson 
St, Grand Ledge. grandledge.lib.mi.us. 

                                                                                                                                    
Author of New York Times bestseller “The Hate U 
Give,” Angie Thomas visits LCC to deliver a
keynote entitled "Hip Hop as News, Mirror and 
Narrative Art." This will be followed by a Q and A
session. Participants must register at
lcc.libcal.com to reserve seating.

9 to 10 a.m.
LCC Dart Auditorium
500 N. Capitol Ave., Lansing 
(517) 483-1957  
lcc.edu/library/

WEDNESDAY APRIL 17 >> ANGIE THOMAS VISITS LCC

See Out on the town, Page 29

                                                                                                                                    
Chef Rahel Musa of the small East African country 
of Eritrea will treat attendees to the process of 
cooking traditional Eritrean and Ethiopian cuisine 
before serving them. On the menu is traditional 
injera bread and a medley of chicken and lentil 
stews.  

6 p.m. - 8 p.m., $50
Allen Market Place
1629 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing
(517) 999-3923
allenneighborhoodcenter.org

THURSDAY APRIL 18 >> LANSING KITCHEN CONNECTIONS: EAST AFRICAN COOKING
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©2019 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers Page 31

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

"Normcore"--parse 
that carefully.
Matt Jones

Across
1 "Weekend Update" 
co-anchor Colin
5 Barry Manilow's 
club
9 Cold shoulders
14 Apiece
15 "Chocolat" 
actress Lena
16 Records, 
informally
17 Lucy's neighbor 
with a nasty 
attitude?
19 Rico, to Napoleon 
Dynamite
20 Lover of 
suffixes?
21 "___ I Believe" 
(2018 song by Clean 
Bandit)
23 ___ de vivre
24 "It sucks being a 
young horse," e.g.?
27 Sweat equity concept
29 "Hotel California" band
30 Big scallion
31 In actuality
35 "La ___" (Debussy 
composition)
36 NPR host Shapiro
37 Color in a Patriots 
uniform
40 10,000 square meters
44 All-night party
45 Like a venomous 
snake
48 Room for negotiation
50 Studs and labrets that 
are a bargain?
54 Pioneer Boone, 
folksily
55 Hand sanitizer 
additive
56 Actress Lawrence of 
"The Cool Kids"

59 Bush Supreme Court 
appointee
61 Completely stocked 
with enemies?
63 Hands, in Spanish
64 Small spot of land
65 It may have rings and 
needles
66 Dating app motion
67 Falcons' home?
68 "Gone Girl" actress 
Ward

Down
1 Humvee forerunner
2 Promising words
3 Claudia once married 
to David Copperfield
4 Roxette hit of 1989
5 Dot-___ bubble
6 Acid used in 
soapmaking
7 "Shine" instrument

8 Per ___ (yearly)
9 "Law & Order: ___" 
(spinoff that will break a 
record for longevity)
10 Lego series with its 
own 2017 movie
11 Straighten, as a hose
12 Writing credit
13 Comes down in icy 
drops
18 Shakespearean king
22 Work on ___
25 Inc., in Australia
26 Back muscle
27 Nightmare street 
of film
28 Greens ___
32 Have a picnic, e.g.
33 Monk's title
34 Mattress filler
37 Unadjusted stat
38 Actress Longoria

39 "Who ___" (Cincinnati 
Bengals chant)
40 Natural vantage point
41 Thought transference
42 Pet you water
43 Director Roth
44 Passes on a present
45 Fester's family
46 Mariner's set of rules
47 Pressed sandwiches
49 Be covetous of
51 Like some D&D 
characters
52 Awaken
53 Honeycomb 
components
57 On an even ___
58 Piece of mind?
60 Sugar suffix
62 Rent out

SUDOKU     Intermediate

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, column, and 
outlined 3-by-3 box 
contains the numbers 1 
through 9 exactly once. 
No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 31

ARIES (March 21-April 19): French writer Simone 
de Beauvoir sent a letter to her lover, Aries 
author Nelson Algren. She wrote, "I like so much 
the way you are so greedy about life and yet so 
quiet, your eager greediness and your patience, 
and your way of not asking much of life and yet 
taking much because you are so human and alive 
that you find much in everything." I'd love to see 
you embody that state in the coming weeks, Aries. 
In my astrological opinion, you have a mandate to 
be both utterly relaxed and totally thrilled; both 
satisfied with what life brings you and skillfully avid 
to extract the most out of it; both at peace with 
what you already have and primed to grab for 
much more.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): The Beat Generation 
of American poets arose in the late 1940s as 
a rebellion against materialistic mainstream 
culture and academic poetry. It embraced 
sexual liberation, Eastern spirituality, ecological 
awareness, political activism, and psychedelic 
drugs. One of its members, Jack Kerouac, 
tweaked and ennobled the word "beat" to serve 
as the code name for their movement. In its old 
colloquial usage, "beat" meant tired or exhausted. 
But Kerouac re-consecrated it to mean "upbeat" 
and "beatific," borrowing from the Italian word 
*beato*, translated as "beatific." I bring this to your 
attention, Taurus, because you're on the verge of 
a similar transition: from the old meaning of "beat" 
to the new.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): "Scattered through the 
ordinary world, there are books and artifacts 
and perhaps people who are like doorways 
into impossible realms, of impossible and 
contradictory truth." Argentinian author Jorge 
Luis Borges said that, and now I'm passing it on to 
you—just in time for your entrance into a phase 
when such doorways will be far more available 
than usual. I hope you will use Borges' counsel as 
a reminder to be alert for everyday situations and 
normal people that could lead you to intriguing 
experiences and extraordinary revelations and 
life-changing blessings.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): The Free Will Astrology 
Committee To Boldly Promote Cancerian's 
Success is glad to see that you're not politely 
waiting for opportunities to come to you. Rather, 
you're tracking them down and proactively 
wrangling them into a form that's workable for 
your needs. You seem to have realized that what 
you had assumed was your fair share isn't actually 
fair; that you want and deserve more. Although 
you're not being mean and manipulative, neither 
are you being overly nice and amenable; you're 
pushing harder to do things your way. I approve! 
And I endorse your efforts to take it even further.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Many experts who have 
studied the art and science of running fast believe 
that it's best if a runner's legs are symmetrical and 
identical in their mechanics. But that theory is not 
supported by the success of champion sprinter 
Usain Bolt. Because he has suffered from scoliosis, 
his left leg is a half-inch longer than his right. With 
each stride, his left leg stays on the track longer 
than his right, and his right hits the track with 
more force. Some scientists speculate that this 
unevenness not only doesn't slow him down, but 
may in fact enhance his speed. In accordance with 
current astrological variables, I suspect you will be 
able to thrive on your asymmetry in the coming 
weeks, just as your fellow Leo Usain Bolt does.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Virgo adventurer 
Jason Lewis traveled around the world using 
transportation powered solely by his own body. 
He walked, bicycled, skated, rowed, pedaled, 
and swam more than 46,000 miles. I propose 
that we make him your role model for the next 
four weeks. You're primed to accomplish gradual 
breakthroughs through the use of simple, 
persistent, incremental actions. Harnessing the 
power of your physical vitality will be an important 
factor in your success.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Curcumin is a chemical 
found in the plant turmeric. When ingested by 
humans, it may diminish inflammation, lower the 
risk of diabetes, support cardiovascular health, 
and treat digestive disorders. But there's a 
problem: the body is inefficient in absorbing and 
using curcumin—unless it's ingested along with 
piperine, a chemical in black pepper. Then it's far 
more available. What would be the metaphorical 
equivalent to curcumin in your life? An influence 
that could be good for you, but that would be even 
better if you synergized it with a certain additional 
influence? And what would be the metaphorical 
equivalent of that additional influence? Now is a 
good time to investigate these questions.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): "I have the usual capacity 
for wanting what may not even exist," wrote poet 
Galway Kinnell. How abut you, Scorpio? Do you, 
too, have an uncanny ability to long for hypothetical, 
invisible, mythical, and illusory things? If so, I will 
ask you to downplay that amazing power of yours 
for a while. It's crucial for your future development 
that you focus on yearning for actual experiences, 
real people, and substantive possibilities. Please 
understand: I'm not suggesting you're bad or wrong 
for having those seemingly impossible desires. I'm 
simply saying that for now you will thrive on being 
attracted to things that are genuinely available.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): "Sometimes I have 
kept my feelings to myself, because I could find no 
language to describe them in," wrote Sagittarian 
novelist Jane Austen. I'm guessing you've had that 
experience—maybe more than usual, of late. But 
I suspect you'll soon be finding ways to express 
those embryonic feelings. Congrats in advance! 
You'll discover secrets you've been concealing 
from yourself. You'll receive missing information 
whose absence has made it hard to understand 
the whole story. Your unconscious mind will reveal 
the rest of what it has thus far merely been hinting 
at.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): All over the world, 
rivers and lakes are drying up. Sources of water 
are shrinking. Droughts are becoming more 
common and prolonged. Why? Mostly because 
of climate change. The good news is that lots of 
people are responding to the crisis with alacrity. 
Among them is an engineer in India named 
Ramveer Tanwar. Since 2014, he has organized 
efforts leading to the rejuvenation of twelve dead 
lakes and ponds. I propose we make him your role 
model for the coming weeks. I hope he will inspire 
you to engage in idealistic pursuits that benefit 
other people. And I hope you'll be motivated to 
foster fluidity and flow and wetness everywhere 
you go. The astrological time is ripe for such 
activities.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): A blogger named 
Caramelizee offered her definition of elegance: 
"being proud of both your feminine and masculine 
qualities; seeing life as a non-ending university and 
learning everything you can; caring for yourself 
with tender precision; respecting and taking 
advantage of silences; tuning in to your emotions 
without being oversensitive; owning your personal 
space and being generous enough to allow other 
people to own their personal space." This definition 
of elegance will be especially apropos and useful 
for you Aquarians in the coming weeks.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You Pisceans have 
been summoning heroic levels of creative 
intensity. You've been working extra hard and 
extra smart. But it seems that you haven't been 
fully recognized or appreciated for your efforts. 
I'm sorry about that. Please don't let it discourage 
you from continuing to express great integrity and 
authenticity. Keep pushing for your noble cause 
and offering your best gifts. I'm proud of you! 
And although you may not yet have reaped all the 
benefits you will ultimately sow, three months from 
now I bet you'll be pleased you pushed so hard to 
be such a righteous servant of the greater good.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny      April 17 - April 23, 2019

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT MESSAGE 
HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.
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DESTINATION	 WEDNESDAY	 THURSDAY	 FRIDAY	 SATURDAY

The	Avenue	Café, 2021 E. Michigan Ave.     Trivia Night!: 80's Pop Culture Edition     CCFF Presents: Ghost Orchard 9PM              CCFF Presents: Lady Ace Boogie 9PM                        Stoopfest Noon-2AM      

Classic	Pub	&	Grill, 16219 Old US 27                 DJ Trivia 8PM                                   Keegan Jacko 8PM                                Darin Larner Trio 8PM Hatrick 8PM

Coach's, 6201 Bishop Road                                                                                                                                       Homespun 9PM

Crunchy's, 254 W. Grand River Ave.                       Johnny Aimcrier                              Karaoke, 9PM                                      Karaoke, 9PM                                          Karaoke 9PM

The	Exchange, 314 E. Michigan Ave. Good Cookies Band  8PM                  Jeff Shoup & Friends 8:30PM                         Avon Bomb 9:30PM       Avon Bomb 9:30PM

Green	Door,	2005 E. Michigan Ave.                                            Karaoke Kraze                                  Miranda & the M80s                                 Frog & the Beeftones											

Lansing	Brewing	Co.,	518 E. Shiawassee Trivia with Sporcle 9 PM                                           Max Lockwood Trio 8PM    GOT Triivia (tiDJ Face 9PM                     

The	Loft,	414 E. Michigan Ave.                                                      CCFF Presents: Michigander 7PM                        Tom MacDonald 9PM                                    Of Virtue 6:30PM

Macs	Bar,	2700 E. Michigan Ave.                           Dead American 7PM              CCFF Presents: Wally Pleasant 7PM                                                                           			

Unicorn, 327 E. Cedsar E Chavez Ave.   Charles Walker Band 8PM  Stan Budzynski & 3rd Degree 8PM

UrbanBeat,	1213 Turner St.                            Camertone 7PM                              Margherita Fava 7PM                                    Liudmila Bondar 5PM                    

VFW	701,	123 N. Rosemary St.                                                                                                 Frog & the Beeftones 8PM

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA

4th annual StoopFest kicks off On 
Lansing’s East Side

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA!
Capital City Film Festival 

continues

Through April 21 Fri., April 19

The annual Capital City Film Festival not only 
caters to ardent cinephiles, it’s also stacked 
with a diverse batch of live music events at 
various venues. Last week, headliners like Sen 
Morimoto, Com Truise and Shortly performed 
across the city, however the long music roster 
carries over into this week. 

Thursday, April 18 The Avenue Café hosts 
headliner Ghost Orchard, a Grand Rapids-
based lo-fi indie-pop outfit - openers are 
Crystal Drive, Nonbinary and Choral 
Reef.  That same night, over at The Loft, 
Michigander, an emerging singer/songwriter 
from Midland performs his ethereal brand 
of pop music. Fans of Sufjan Stevens or the 
National might want to check out his show. 
Openers are Young Pioneer, Canceled 
Plans and LVRS.

Friday, April 19 the fun continues with local 

anti-folk hero Wally Pleasant headlining 
at Mac’s Bar, alongside openers Mathew 
Milia (of Frontier Ruckus) and Blaine & His 
Keyboard. Friday evening, over at The Loft, 
it’s hip-hop night with Lady Ace Boogie 
(headliner), Jahshua Smith and Shamar 
Alef. 

Sunday, April 21, the live music festivities 
wrap up with another Grand Rapids-based 
band, Major Murphy, at Mac’s Bar. The West 
Michigan trio released its dreamy “Lafayette” 
EP a few months back and it’s fully loaded 
with ‘70s-inspired, easy-listening goodness. 
Opening this finale show are Lily Talmers & 
Monte Pride and Composetheway. 

For the full calendar, including times, 
age requirements and cover charges, visit 
capitalcityfilmfest.com/schedule.

Through April 21 @ Capital City Film Festival, 
Lansing. capitalcityfilmfest.com

Michigander, Major Murphy and more headline CCFF concerts

Stoopfest, the locally-curated two-day 
music and comedy festival, re-launches Friday 
with its biggest roster to date. The complete 
lineup, which boasts 70 bands and over 
30 comedians at 11 locations, is posted at 
facebook.com/StoopFestLansing.

While a laundry list of locally-sourced 
bands, solo artists and comics will perform at 
both traditional venues and DIY music spaces 
across Lansing’s east side, there’s also plenty 
of national talent on the bill—including Open 
Mike Eagle, Jeffrey Lewis & Los Bolts, 
Chastity, Lavender Country, Dollar 
Signs, Charmer, and the Weak Days. 

Another headliner, Sammus, an Ithaca, 
New York-native who’s carved out a path as 
not only a producer and rapper, but also an 
accomplished activist and Cornell University 
graduate. She performs a Friday “pre-show” 
at the REO Town Marketplace in REO Town 

(1027 S. Washington Ave., Lansing). The event 
starts at 6 p.m. and also features Mourning 
[A] Blkstar, Grey Matter, Rent Strike, 
and Pete Jon.

Sammus (real name Enongo Lumumba-
Kasongo) is now based out of Philadelphia, 
where she creates her unique style that 
seamlessly meshes traditional hip-hop with 
blasts of nerdcore lyricism. In fact, her self-
released 2010 debut was even dubbed the 
“Fly Nerd” EP. Her latest LP, “Pieces in Space,” 
dropped in October 2016 via Don Giovanni 
Records. In addition to her full-time music 
career, she has also spent time teaching 
and penning articles for publications such as 
Bitch, Sounding Out! and For Harriet- most 
often speaking on race, hip-hop, gaming and 
feminism. As noted by The Los Angeles Times, 
Sammus “has a gift for getting a message 
across.” 

Music and comedy fest features Sammus and more

Through April 21 @ Capital City Film Festival, Lansing. 
capitalcityfilmfest.com

Friday, April 19 - Saturday, April 20 @ StoopFest, Lansing’s East Side. 
stoopfest.com

LIVE

AND

LOCAL

Upcoming show? Contact 
Suzi@lansingcitypulse.com

Major Murphy Sammus
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Celebrate queer, trans, people of color and allies 
with dancing, food and goodie bags. There will be 
a screening of film Rafiki, a story of LGBTQ rights 
in Kenya, from 6 to 8 p.m. and performances 
from 10 to 11 p.m.   

6 p.m. - midnight
Lansing Public Media Center
2500 S. Washington Ave., Lansing
(517) 483-4058 
facebook.com/repMICCA/

FRIDAY APRIL 19 >> QUEERCEÑERA IV  

From Page 26

EVENTS

The Bacchae - 7:30 p.m. Pasant Theatre, 
750 E Shaw Ln, East Lansing. 517-353-1982. 
whartoncenter.com. 

Capital City Film Festival - Multimedia 
showcase of independent films and live touring 
bands. 12 p.m. Lansing. lansingmi.gov. 

Council of Governments - 7-9 p.m. Eaton 
Rapids City Hall, 200 S Main St, Eaton Rapids. 
cityofeatonrapids.com. 

Country Line Dancing & Lessons at VFW 
Post #7309 - 7-9 p.m. 1243 Hull Rd., Mason. 
business.masonchamber.org. 

Crystal Awards - hosted by East Lansing City 
Council, 5 p.m., Hannah Community Center, 819 
Abbot Rd., East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

Economic Impact Forum of Michigan’s 
Ports and Harbors -  8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Radisson Hotel, 111 N. Grand Ave., Lansing. 

Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Bath Community 
Center, 5959 Park Lake Rd, Bath. shopbfm.org. 

Fixing Michigan’s Road Mess: A Lansing 
Solutions Summit - Interactive session.  9-11 
a.m. Lansing Center, 333 E. Michigan Avenue, 
Lansing. 

Flashlight Easter Egg Hunt - Games, prizes, 
treats and fun. 8:30-9:30 p.m. Gier Park & BMX 
Track, 2817 N East Street, Lansing. lansingmi.gov. 

The Gin Game - 8-10 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 
122 S Putnam St., Williamston. 517-655-7469. 
williamstontheatre.org. 

Lift the Rock: Spartans for Accountable 
Investment - 3-6 p.m. Erickson Hall, Room 103, 
620 Farm Lane, East Lansing. ced.msu.edu. 

MSU Libraries’ Therapy Dog Thursdays - 
Main Library, 1st floor. 3-4:30 p.m. MSU Library, 
First Floor, 366 West Circle Drive, East Lansing. 

MSU Innovation Celebration 2019 - 4-6 p.m. 
Huntington Club, Spartan Stadium, MSU, 325 W. 

Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 

MSU Science Festival - 10 a.m.-9 p.m. MSU, 
Rec Sports, IM West, Cycling Studio - Rm #151, 
East Lansing. sciencefestival.msu.edu. 

PACE Awards 2019 - MSUFCU Bldg 2, 3899 
Coolidge, East Lansing, MI 48823. 4:30-8:30 p.m. 

Pancakes with the Easter Bunny! - 5:30 
p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Eaton Area Senior Center, 804 S. 
Cochran Avenue, Charlotte. 

The Same Moon: Lansing - Miller Performing 
Arts Center, 6025 Curry Ln, Lansing. 517-927-3016. 
peppermintcreek.org. 

Serenading for Democracy and Labor 
Rights in Wisconsin: The Longest Running 
Protest Sing in History - 12:15 p.m. Main 
Library, East Lansing. events.msu.edu. 

TDL April 2019 - It’s Time To Network! 2-4 p.m. 
Lansing Brewing Company, 518 E. Shiawassee St., 
Lansing. 

MUSIC

Concert Orchestra - MSU ORCHESTRAS. 
Orchestral music with a Resurrection theme. 7:30 
p.m. Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium Rd, East 
Lansing. 517-355-1855. music.msu.edu. 

ARTS

Acrylic on Canvas - This technique lends itself 
easily to abstract or realism; you choose and 
have fun creating! All supplies included. Maximum 
12. 1-4 p.m. Prime Time Seniors’ Program, 819 
Abbot Road, East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

Arts Council Meeting - This Sub-committee 
will be tasked with the creation and proliferation 
of the Arts in the City of Eaton Rapids. 6-7 p.m. 
Eaton Rapids City Hall, 200 S Main St, Eaton 
Rapids. cityofeatonrapids.com. 

Beginners Basics and Beyond Class - Basics 
of quilting. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Custom Quilts and 
Sewing Center, 5676 Okemos Road, Haslett. 

By DENNIS BURCK 
Open ceilings, elegant chandeliers 

and tall brick walls brings shabby chic 
aethestic to Naild, REO Town's newest 
establishment.

Owner Nina Blanchard has been 
working in the beauty business for over 
12 years with her mom who owns Jenny 
Nails on the west side.

“I had already apprenticed with my 
mom, got my license and knew the busi-
ness,” Blanchard said. “I never wanted 
to do what my parents did growing up, 
but I ended up acquiring a clientele and 
didn’t want to leave.”   

She decided to try her luck at new 
business ownership in REO Town after 
falling in love with the block shared by 
the REO Town Pub. 

“I wanted it to be more intimate 
and based on what I created with my 
own clientele. A lot of clients were my 
friends. It is not just an in and out ser-
vice for me. I wanted to create a place 
where I could teach my employees to 
do that too.” 

The business climate in REO Town 
has been really welcoming so far, 

Blanchard said. Naild’s buffet table, 
reception counter and frames were all 
custom made by Vintage Junkies of the 
REO Town Marketplace. 

“I love this little community. It feels 
like home. I like the business owners 
around this street and they are very 
supportive of each other.” 

The new business also brings six 
manicure stations and six pedicure Gulf 
Stream chairs decked out with the latest 
and greatest technology. 

“I wanted something that looked very 
luxurious. That’s why I went with black 
quilted leather chairs,” Blanchard said. 
“At my mom’s place, we always had to 
deal with people wanting to plug their 
phone into the wall. With these, you 
have a USB on the side and can charge 
any phone on here.” 

The chairs also have a fully loaded 
massage function for a full body relax-
ation experience. There are also plush 
couches and chairs to relax in if waiting 
for a spot at a station. But the manicure 
stations aren’t from an industry whole-
saler. 

“I actually got these from IKEA. Most 

manicure stations you get from the 
industry are much smaller. With these, 
you aren’t cramped in and can actu-
ally spread out if you need your space. 
It makes things much easier to work 
with.” 

The stocked nail polish of choice is 
the Japanese imported Presto brand. 

“I am really into nail art. Presto is 

probably the best brand in terms of 
drawing anything on nails. I’ve had 
clients come in six weeks later and their 
artwork is still on without any issues.”

After a manicure or pedicure, clients 
can step over to a 10 foot-tall custom 
made Art Deco mirror to check out 
their new look. . 

“I wanted to bring something more 
fresh and young to Lansing people don’t 
usually see. This isn’t a typical nail 
salon.” 

Boutique manicure and pedicure shop opens in REO Town  

As part of a series exploring the synergy between 
art making and classical music, the MSU Broad 
Art Lab invites attendees to explore the 3D 
world of art and music, featuring the Silverwood 
Ensemble, a flute and cello duo. 

2 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
MSU Broad Art Lab
565 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing
(517) 884-4800
broadmuseum.msu.edu/artlab    

SATURDAY APRIL 20 >> EIGHT ELEMENTS OF ART AND MUSIC  

See Out on the town, Page 30

Dennis Burck/City Pulse

Owner Nina Blanchard. 
NAILD 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday 
to Friday 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday 
1141 S. Washington Ave., 
Lansing, MI 
(517) 316-5691
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Crafting for a Cause - Bring something to work 
on to be completed at home. 4-5:30 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E Jefferson St, 
Grand Ledge.

“Inspirations” -   12-4 p.m. The Peoples Church 
of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand River Ave., East 
Lansing. thepeopleschurch.com. 

Teen Open Studio: Community Art Projects 
- Spring - 3-6 p.m. Reach Studio Art Center, 
1804 S Washington, Lansing. 517-999-3643. 
reachstudioart.org. 

Friday, April 19
CLASSES AND SEMINARS

Active Senior Exercise - 9:15-10:15 a.m. Prime 
Time Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

Beginner Meditation - Have you ever 
wondered what meditation is and how it works? 
1-2:15 p.m. Prime Time Seniors Center, East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

Continuing Meditation - 2:30-3:30 p.m. Prime 
Time Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Rd., East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

Life Stories - Participatory class. 1-3:15 p.m. 
Prime Time Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Road, 

East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

MSU College of Nursing High School Info 
Sessions - 3-4 p.m. MSU College of Nursing, 1355 
Bogue St., East Lansing. 

MSU Libraries’ Compass Navigation - No 
cell signal? GPS quit working?  3:30-5 p.m. MSU 
Library Map Library, 2 East, 366 West Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. bookings.lib.msu.edu. 

Zumba - 10-11 a.m. Prime Time Seniors’ Program, 
819 Abbot Rd., East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.
com. 

LITERATURE AND POETRY

Dr. Seuss Storytime (Ages 2-5) - To register 
517-676-9088. 10:30-11:30 a.m. CADL Mason, 145 W. 
Ash, Mason. 517-676-9088. cadl.org. 

EVENTS

2019 James Madison College Junior Visit 
Days - 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Club Spartan- 3rd floor 
Case Hall, 842 Chestnut Rd, East Lansing. 

The Bacchae - By Euripides. 8 p.m. Pasant 
Theatre, 750 E Shaw Ln, East Lansing. 517-353-
1982. whartoncenter.com. 

Brown Bag Lunch - “Serenading for Democracy 
and Labor Rights in Wisconsin: The Longest 
Running Protest Sing In History” -  12:15 - 1:30, 
MSU Library, 366 W Circle Dr., East Lansing. 

Capital City Film Festival - Multimedia 
showcase of independent films and live touring 
bands. 12 p.m. Lansing. lansingmi.gov. 

Euchre - 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Prime Time Seniors’ 
Program, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com. 

The Gin Game - 8-10 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 
122 S Putnam Street, Williamston. 517-655-7469. 
williamstontheatre.org. 

Good Friday Service - 6-7 p.m. Mason 
Assembly of God, 425 E South St, Mason. 
business.masonchamber.org. 

Holt Farmers Market Mini-Market - 2-6 
p.m. Holt Farmers Market, 2150 Cedar St, Holt. 
delhitownship.com.

Howl at the Moon: Guided Night Walk - Dogs 
on a leash and flashlights are welcome. 8:30-
9:30 p.m. Harris Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta, 
Okemos. 517-349-3866. meridian.mi.us. 

MSU Science Festival - 10 a.m.-9 p.m. MSU, 
Rec Sports, IM West, Cycling Studio - Rm #151, 
East Lansing. sciencefestival.msu.edu. 

The Same Moon: Lansing - Miller Performing 
Arts Center, 6025 Curry Ln, Lansing. 517-927-3016. 
peppermintcreek.org. 

TGIF Dance Party - 7 p.m.-12 a.m. TGIF Dance 
Party - Hawk Hollow, 15101 Chandler Rd., Bath. 
734-604-5095. tgifdance.com. 

ARTS

Friday Clay Lab - Spring - 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Reach Studio Art Center, 1804 S Washington Ave, 
Lansing. 517-999-3643. reachstudioart.org. 

Mud & Mug - 7-10 p.m. Reach Studio Art Center, 
1804 S Washington Ave, Lansing. 517-999-3643. 
reachstudioart.org. 

Stained Glass Panels - Learn how to use the 
proper tools and techniques. 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Prime Time Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Rd., 
East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com

Teen Open Studio: Portfolio - Spring - 3-6 p.m. 
Reach Studio Art Center, 1804 S Washington 
Ave, Lansing. 517-999-3643. reachstudioart.org. 
MUSIC

Fauré Requiem in D Minor - 7-8 p.m. 
Presbyterian Church of Okemos, 2258 Bennett 
Road, Okemos. 
Jesus Christ Superstar Singalong Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Greater Lansing, 5508 S. 
Pennsylvania, Lansing, 7 pm to 10 pm.

Saturday, April 20

CLASSES AND SEMINARS

Healing with Plants: Herbs, Oils, Spirits - 
Basics of holistic healing. 12-2 p.m. Hunter Park 
GardenHouse, 1400 E. Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

How to Adult: Driving & Law Enforcement 
and Money Matters - Teens and young adults -  
can they: open a bank account, change a tire, fix 
a flapper valve, read a map?  11 a.m.-1 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library , 131 E Jefferson St, 
Grand Ledge. grandledge.lib.mi.us. 

Women’s Self Defense Workshop - 12-2 p.m. 
Michigan Muay Thai Academy, 1106 N. Cedar St., 
3rd Floor, Lansing MI 48906, Lansing. 517-281-
9322. mimuaythaiacademy.com. 

EVENTS

The Bacchae - By Euripides.  2 p.m. Pasant 
Theatre, 750 E Shaw Ln, East Lansing. 517-353-
1982. whartoncenter.com. 

Capital City Film Festival - Multimedia 
showcase of independent films and live touring 
bands. 12 p.m. Lansing. lansingmi.gov. 

Contra and Square Dance - All dances taught 
– no partner needed. 7-10 p.m. 215 N. Capitol 
Avenue, Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org. 

Easter Activities for Kids - The Easter Bunny 
will be in the Gallery at Ledge Craft Lane. 3:30 
p.m. Grand Ledge. 

Easter Egg Hunt - Annual City of St. Johns 
Easter Egg Hunt at the St. Johns City Park. 1 p.m. 
Saint Johns. cityofstjohnsmi.com. 

Free Children’s Easter Party - by the Forty 
and Eight, Voiture 946. Hot dog lunch followed by 
age-group egg hunts. 12-2 p.m. 2949 S. Waverly 
Hwy., Lansing. 517-882-2602. 

EXIT Realty Easter Egg Hunt - 1-3 p.m. Sharp 
Park on, 1401 Elmwood Road, Lansing.

The Gin Game - 8-10 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 
122 S Putnam Street, Williamston. 517-655-7469. 
williamstontheatre.org. 

• Birthday Parties
• Team Building Events
• Girls’ Night Out

• Bachelorette Parties
• Family Get Together
• Private Party

PUBLIC CLASSES
7 DAYS A WEEK!

Call for a consultation today!
517-908-3040 • RickJSmithMD.com 

1504 E. Grand River Ave. #100
East Lansing, MI 48823

Enhancing features
Enhancing lives

We offer a 
variety of 
services
both surgical 
and nonsurgical 
to help you 
look and feel 
your best

40

www.hotwaterworks.com

2116 E. Michigan 
Lansing 

517-364-8827

DEEP DISCOUNTS ON ALL 
REMAINING 2018 MODELS

From Page 29

See Out on the town, Page 31
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ICACS Dogs and Kids Easter Egg Hunt - Join 
us for the 5th Annual Doggie Easter Egg Hunt 
and Kids Eggstravaganza at Hawk Island Park , 
2-4pm! 2 1601 E Cavanaugh Rd, Lansing. 

MSU Science Festival - 10 a.m.-9 p.m. MSU, 
Rec Sports, IM West, Cycling Studio - Rm #151, 
East Lansing. sciencefestival.msu.edu. 

One Team Scavenger Hunt Adventure: 
Lansing - 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Recommended Parking 
to Begin Adventure, 201 S Grand Ave, Lansing. 

The Same Moon: Lansing - Miller Performing 
Arts Center, 6025 Curry Ln, Lansing. 517-927-3016. 
peppermintcreek.org. 

Stoopfest 2019 - StoopFest is returning for a 
fourth year!! 12 p.m. Lansing’s Eastside, Various, 
Lansing. brownpapertickets.com. 

Winter Farmers’ Market - Meridian Township 
Farmers’ Market 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Meridian Mall, 
JCP corridor, 1982 W Grand River Ave, Okemos. 
meridian.mi.us. 

WKAR’s Serving Up Science Podcast 
- 7-8 p.m. Kellogg Center Auditorium, 219 S 
Harrison Rd., East Lansing, MI. 517-432-4000. 
sciencefestival.msu.edu. 

ARTS

Kids Clay: Beginners - Spring - 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Reach Studio Art Center, 1804 S Washington Ave, 
Lansing. 517-999-3643. reachstudioart.org. 

MUSIC

Piano Monster - MSUFCU SHOWCASE SERIES 
3 p.m. Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium Rd, East 
Lansing. 517-355-1855. music.msu.edu. 

Randy Napoleon & Melissa Morgan - JAMM 
Presents - Spring Fundraiser Concert 7-8:15 

p.m. JAMM Headquarters, 1267 Lakeside Drive, 
East Lansing. 517-242-1126. jazzjamm.com

Sunday, April 21
EVENTS

THE BACCHAE - By Euripides. 2 p.m. Pasant 
Theatre, 750 E Shaw Ln, East Lansing. 517-353-
1982. whartoncenter.com. 

Capital City Film Festival - Multimedia 
showcase of independent films and live touring 
bands. 12 p.m. Lansing. lansingmi.gov. 

Family Fun Day (Board and Card Games) 
- 12-8 p.m. Looking Glass Brewing Co., 115 North 
Bridge Street, DeWitt. 

The Same Moon: Lansing - Miller Performing 
Arts Center, 6025 Curry Ln, Lansing. 517-927-3016. 
peppermintcreek.org. 

Monday, April 22
CLASSES AND SEMINARS

4 Ever Young Drumming - 3-4 p.m. Prime Time 
Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com. 

Active Senior Exercise -  All equipment 
provided. 9:15-10:15 a.m. Prime Time Seniors’ 
Program, 819 Abbot Rd., East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com. 

Brain Games - Spend an hour every week 
exercising your brain! 11 a.m.-12 p.m. Prime Time 
Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com. 

Home School Study Group - 1-4 p.m. Grand 
Ledge. grandledge.lib.mi.us. 

Intro to Italian Conversation - 1-2 p.m. Prime 
Time Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

Modern Muslim Theology - Martin Nguyen of 
Fairfield University, 6:30-8 p.m. 303 International 
Center, East Lansing. events.msu.edu. 

MSU Libraries’ Earth Day Upcycling - Drop 
in to make an upcycled desktop compost caddie, 
planter, or water bottle drip irrigation system 
this Earth Day! 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. MSU Library 

MakeCentral, 366 West Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
bookings.lib.msu.edu. 

MSU Simply Speaking Toastmasters - 
Develop public speaking and leadership skills!  
12:15-1:15 p.m. North Business Complex N336, 632 
Bogue Street, East Lansing. msusimplyspeaking.
toastmastersclubs.org. 

Tai Chi Yang Style 24 -  1-2 p.m. Prime Time 
Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com. 

LITERATURE AND POETRY

Spanish Literature - Read literature from 
Spanish-speaking countries. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Prime 
Time Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

EVENTS

City Council Meeting - 7-8 p.m. Eaton 
Rapids City Hall, 200 S Main St, Eaton Rapids. 
cityofeatonrapids.com. 

Mason Chess & Backgammon Club - 6-8 p.m. 
Bestsellers Books and Coffee, 360 S. Jefferson, 
Mason. business.masonchamber.org. 

Play Excerpts: Indecent - 7-8:30 p.m. RCAH 
Theater, 362 Bogue St, East Lansing. 

Scrabble - All skill levels are welcome! 2-4:30 
p.m. Prime Time Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

ARTS

Drawing: Level 2 - Spring - 4:30-6 p.m. Reach 
Studio Art Center, 1804 S Washington Ave, 
Lansing. 517-999-3643. reachstudioart.org. 

Mixed Media - 6-7:30 p.m. Reach Studio Art 
Center, 1804 S Washington Ave, Lansing. 517-999-
3643. reachstudioart.org. 

Tuesday, April 23
CLASSES AND SEMINARS

Stretch, Flex & Balance II - More challenging 
class is for those who have taken Stretch, 
Flex & Balance I. 10:45-11:45 a.m. Prime Time 
Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Rd., East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com. 

Weeds That Feed - How nutrients are delivered 
to plants, how these plants attract beneficial 
insects, and weeds we can eat. 6-7:30 p.m. 800 
W. Barnes Ave., Lansing.

LITERATURE AND POETRY

Preschool Storytime - for 3-6 year olds. 11 
a.m.-12 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library. 
131 S. Jefferson. grandledge.lib.mi.us

Read Aloud Group - 9-10:30 a.m. Prime Time 
Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Rd., East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com. 

EVENTS

Florence Flood Conservation of Books 
1968-2019 - Cathleen Baker will speak on the 
1966 Florence Flood, the damage to museums 
and libraries.  11 a.m.-12 p.m. Main Library, East 
Lansing. events.msu.edu. 

Garden Club Tuesday Meeting - 1-3 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library. 131 S. 
Jefferson. grandledge.lib.mi.us

Line Dancing - No partner needed. 1-2 p.m. 
Prime Time Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Road, 
East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

Speaker Series for “Finding our Voice: 
Sister Survivors Speak” -   5:30-7 p.m. MSU 
Museum, East Lansing. events.msu.edu. 

ARTS

Chinese Brush Painting - It’s spring! 1-3 p.m. 
Prime Time Seniors’ Program, 819 Abbot Rd., 
East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com

Clay on the Pottery Wheel - Spring B - 4:30-6 
p.m. Reach Studio Art Center, 1804 S Washington 
Ave, Lansing. 517-999-3643.reachstudioart.org. 

From Page 30

Stop in and Learn
from the Experts

3380 East Jolly Rd.
Lansing, MI 48910
517.394.4685

Get Social

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 27

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 27
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

HE ATE                             SHE ATE
Art's Pub

Art's Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing 

7 a.m. to midnight Sunday- Thursday
7 a.m. to 2 a.m. Friday-Saturday. 

(517) 977-1033 
www.artspublansing.com

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
One of the things that I love the 

most about Lansing is our strong sense 
of identity. We aren’t a city that has a 
rich family footing our bill. We aren’t 
the largest or the richest city in Mich-
igan, and we don’t have a Great Lake 
or a major league sports team. Who 
are we? We’re Oldsmobile. We’re state 
employees and Sparrow nurses. We’re 
MSU professors and GM workers and 
Southsiders. We’re Sexton grads who 
take our kids to Impression5 and spend 

the 4th of July at a Lugnuts game. 
And where do we get our pizza? 

Art’s. When Art’s Pub (formerly Art’s 
Bar) shuttered a few years ago, it left 
a hole on Kalamazoo Street that over-
shadowed the physical loss. When it 
reopened last year under new (and na-
tive to Lansing) ownership, the build-
ing had been remodeled, the name had 
been changed, but the pizza remained 
the same. 

If you haven’t had it, let me try to ex-
plain what makes it a cult favorite. The 
dough is pillowy and has to be hearty 
enough to withstand an absolute on-
slaught of cheese, because each large, 
regular crust pizza is getting about a 
pound and a half of freshly shredded 
mozzarella. The dough is made fresh 
every day at Art’s, and the sauce is 
made in-house as well. While my fa-
vorite is a thin crust with pepperoni 
and green peppers, this new iteration 
of Art’s has changed with the times 
and offers gluten-free crust and vegan 
cheese. 

If you’ve heard people wax poetic 
about the pizza at the Portland Party 
Store, as I have, it makes sense that the 
man who developed that recipe imple-
mented it at both institutions. The new 
owners of Art’s tracked him down and 
even trained with him for a few days 
before reopening the restaurant, and I 
know that longtime lovers of the party 
store’s pizza appreciate the continuity 
and tradition. 

This pizza isn’t for the faint of heart, 
and you are not going to eat a large by 
yourself. Each slice is positively laden 
with toppings and one slice is enough 
for lunch. 

When I can tear myself away from 
the pizza, my new favorite thing at 
Art’s is the breakfast menu. I constant-
ly lament that it’s hard to find healthy 
restaurant options for breakfast in our 
area, and while I love a waffle or egg 
sandwich as much as anyone, some-
times I don’t want to set myself up for 
a mid-morning crash in the middle of 

By MARK NIXON
In the Restaurant Reviewer’s Hand-

book (if one exists) is the ironclad rule 
that “under no circumstances shall a re-
viewer invoke personal nostalgia. This 
crime is punishable by seven years of 
bad dining.”

Screw it. For me, Art’s Pub is a tidal 
wave of nostalgia and not all of it is the 
happy kind. 

This used to be Art’s Bar, a tradition-
al watering hole for us newsies from the 
Lansing State Journal. Lacking huge, 
breaking news, we could leave work by 1 
a.m. after working on Friday and Satur-
day nights and make it to Art's for last 
call. 

On Thursdays — payday — Art’s is 
where we would chow down on fried 
bologna sandwiches, chased by several 
beers. Yes, those were the days when 
you could drink your lunch.

The fried bologna sandwiches were 
on the menu because our daily colum-
nist, Jim Hough, was a big fried bolo-
gna fan. Dear Jim has passed, as have 
several LSJ colleagues. One of them, 
Bob Gross, was renowned for his cover-
age of high school sports. Bob died too 
young, tragically murdered. To its great 
credit, Art’s Bar memorialized Bob 
with a brass plaque embedded in the 
bar top near the chair that was always 
reserved for him.

Why am I piling on with long-ago de-
tails? Because the Bob Gross memorial 
plaque is still there in Art’s Pub, a place 
that not merely nods to the past but em-
braces the factory bar vibe which epit-
omized Art’s Bar. The difference? Art’s 
Pub has shot its menu into the strato-
sphere. Blue-collar bar meets creative, 
urban cuisine.

There are so many stars in Art’s con-
stellation, it’s hard to know where to 
begin. Gone is the bologna sandwich. 
In its place are arepas, mini-tacos that 
are common street food in some South 
American countries. Art’s charges $3 
each for this finger food, packing the 
fried, white corn wrap with everything 
from beer-battered pollock to pulled 

pork, lime crema, cilantro and refried 
beans. Eight arepas renditions are of-
fered. The pollock version was the rock 
star of the three we tried. 

Judy ordered Voodoo Fries ($9), a 
take on the classic Canadian comfort 
food, poutine. Here you had fries cov-
ered with pulled pork, gravy, cheese 
curds, scallions and an egg, sunny side 
up. I am not a “fry guy,” but these were 
utterly amazing, with all the right tastes 

See She Ate, Page 33  

Gabrielle Lawrence/City Pulse

Classic combination: pizza and beer at Art's Pub.

See He Ate, Page 33  
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VOTE FOR US!
• Best Sub Sandwich •

Winning 

Top of the Town 

since it began!

Help us make a 

11 year streak!

AWARD WINNING BBQ + 18 TAPS 
OF PURE GOLDEN JOY = A GREAT TIME! 

18 ROTATING CRAFT, MICHIGAN MADE AND 
3 DOMESTIC BEERS ON TAP 

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

CARNIVORES  

LOVE MEAT! 

Weston’s

K E W P E E

SA N D W I CH

Downtown Lansing
118 S. Washington Sq.

Mon-Fri 10:30AM-6PM • Sat 11AM-3PM

Owned & Operated by the 
Same Family Since 1923

HOME 
OF THE 
OLIVE 

BURGER

Expires 11/30/18

½ OFF

BUY ONE
3 Taco Lunch or Dinner*

(Includes Rice & Beans & Drink)

AND GET ONE

400 E César E. Chávez Ave
OLD TOWN

(517) 574-3020

a client meeting. I was tickled to see 
a veggie-packed omelet on the menu, 
complete with house-made veggie pat-
ty and a generous topping of chopped 
cilantro. The veggie patty is hearty and 
evidently made with sweet potato, so 
don’t envision an imitation meat prod-
uct. This patty makes no bones about 
what it is and would never be mistaken 
for fake meat.

On a lunch visit, I chose the Chicken 
Parmesan pita with fries and, after a 
few bites, ripped the pita bread away to 
get deeper into the chicken parmesan 
itself. I forgot how much I loved that 
dish. The combination of a breaded 
chicken breast topped with marina-
ra sauce and melted parmesan cheese 

must be one of the world’s greatest 
combination of ingredients. Mr. She 
Ate devoured his Philly Cheesesteak 
Pita and remarked that it was more 
flavorful than the Philly cheesesteaks 
he sampled on our recent trip to Phil-
adelphia. 

The chicken wings are content to 
play second fiddle to the famous pizza, 
although they could be the centerpiece 
of a menu themselves. Smoked, then 
flash fried, the wings are just a little bit 
crispy and impossibly juicy. I tried the 
spicy dry rub and the buffalo varieties 
and decided promptly that the buffalo 
was my favorite. The wings are over-
sized and extremely meaty. My medi-
um order had about 18 wings, which 
meant that we had plenty to take home 
for prime late-night snacking. 

Mr. She Ate had the California 
Chicken sandwich with waffle fries 
and, although I loved the wings, I was 
instantly jealous of his order. Super 

thick slices of bacon were crisscrossed 
over seasoned, grilled chicken and 
sliced avocado. Frequently when I or-
der a sandwich, I’ll take the top bun 
off and eat it open-faced, because the 
bun isn’t as much of a priority for me 
as the sandwich contents. This toast-
ed sourdough bun was an exception to 
that rule, and the smear of garlic aio-
li made this sandwich one of the best 
menu sleepers. 

A note on call-in orders: whoever 

has answered the phone when I have 
called in an order has been easy to 
hear, knowledgeable on the menu se-
lections and has given me confidence 
that my order will be correct when I 
get it home. Service is quick and at-
tentive and the building is sparkling 
clean. There is now a patio, so you can 
pretend to be outdoorsy whilst enjoy-
ing your pizza and chicken wings. In 
short, Art’s is a gem in Lansing’s land-
scape.

and textures.
Our second visit to Art’s Pub became 

something of a mini family reunion. 
Granddaughter Reagan, a newly mint-
ed Californian, was home for a visit. 
Our party of 10 gathered at Art’s to cel-
ebrate her return.

Reagan is a vegetarian who loved the 
tofu-based meatless wings with dipping 
sauces ($15). She disliked the single-use 
plastic cups for the sauces. 

My Hillside Burger ($9) is a vegetar-

ian’s nightmare and a carnivore’s de-
light. The hamburger patty was cooked 
medium as ordered, topped with pulled 
pork, pepper jack cheese, slaw, a me-
dium-fried egg and barbecue sauce, 
all wedged within a sourdough bun. 
Though the egg yolk began oozing out 
after the first bite, I didn’t care. This is 
a great burger, one of seven burger iter-
ations on the menu.

I sampled several dishes that evening. 
Sara ordered the Carne Asada Waffle 
($10), a savory cornbread waffle topped 
with beer cheese, steak, bacon, scallions 
and pico de gallo. The flavor combina-
tions were first-rate. “One of the best 
savory waffles I’ve ever had,” Sara said.

Art’s Pub’s menu is sweeping. I 

counted eight variations of wings, and 
pizza combinations that appear to 
stretch into infinity. And there’s break-
fast anytime. Ten breakfast entrees are 
available.

With 10 people around a restaurant 
table, varied opinions inevitably sur-
face. The chicken wings got mixed re-
views. David called the Jamaican jerk 
wings amazing, while Kelly thought 
some of her wings were fatty and tough.  
Wings range from $10-$26, depending 
how many you order.

There was one unanimous vote. The 
welcomed but overly bright sunshine 
streamed relentlessly through a large, 
garage-style overhead door. People, not 
just at our table, were continually hold-

ing up menus to shield their eyes from 
blinding sunshine. Curtains or blinds, 
please.

Art’s bills itself as a sports bar, and 
there is no mistaking it for a prim and 
proper dining establishment. I counted 
11 TVs scattered around the place. This 
was March, so there was an updated 
NCAA men’s tournament bracket at the 
door.

On both visits, we found the service 
friendly and efficient. Best of all, de-
spite the slight name change and the 
huge menu overhaul, the soul of Art’s 
Bar lingers. Art’s Pub has found a home 
in the heart of Lansing, and it fills my 
heart to know this place, that holds 
many memories, is creating new ones.

She Ate
from page 32

He Ate
from page 32
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F i r e s i d e  G r i l l
6951 Lansing Rd • Dimondale, MI 48821

(Between Canal & Crowner Roads)

Monday • Tuesday
& Wednesday

20% OFF Your
Total Bill

Bring this entire ad for 
your discount

Expires April 16, 2019

Dine in only. Cannot be combined 
with other coupons, offers or 
discounts. Not valid for gift 

certificate purchases.

517-882-7297
FiresideGrillLansing.com

steaks  | seafood  | burgers  | pasta  | salads

• Omelet Station
• Bloody Mary Bar
• Bananas Foster French Toast
• Carved Meats

tttt

• Fresh-squeezed 
 Mimosas
• Traditional brunch
 items with new 
 favorites.

Monday-Thursday 11AM-10PM 
Friday 11AM-10:45PM

Saturday 11AM-10:30PM 
Sunday 11AM-9PM

300 N. CLIPPERT STREET, SUITE 17  
LANSING, MI 48912 • 517.203.0096

Buy One 
Dinner
GET ONE 
½ OFF!

A special just for you!

East Lansing - 3048 E Lake Lansing Rd • (517) 333-9212
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 12pm to 1am

Holt • 2040 Aurelius Rd #13 • (517) 699-3670
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 9am to 1am

Okemos • 1937 W Grand River Ave • (517)-347-0443
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 9am to 1am

3 LOCATIONS

Fresh food
Family fun!

MON-WED: 11AM - 10PM
THUR-SAT: 11AM-11PM

SUN: 11AM - 9PM

517-272-7979
tacosemas.com
3500 S. Cedar St. 
Lansing, MI 48910

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • DELIVERY

BUY 
DINNER 
& 2 DRINKS

GET A FREE DINNER!
FREE DINNER MUST BE OF EQUAL OR 

LESSER VALUE. DINE-IN OR PICKUP ONLY. 
NOT AVAILABLE FOR DELIVERY. EXP. 6/1/19

MUST PRESENT COUPON

7216 W Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing • (517) 886-1330

Beer Battered Cod & Fries
$999

Jim Beam, Jack Daniels, 
Johnny Red $350

frankspressboxwest.com

FRIDAY SPECIALSCONTEST

2019

VOTE FOR US!
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Home of the
World Famous Sizzler

1/2 OFF
LUNCH OR DINNER
Buy one lunch or 
dinner and receive 
a 2nd of equal or
lesser value for 1/2 off
Valid Sunday-Thursday Only.
Dine-In Only. Valid with
coupon Only. Void if reproduced.
Not valid with any other offers or 
discounts. Expires 5/2/19.

5000 N. Grand River

(517) 321-3852

HOT AND NEW IN TOWN!

310 N. CLIPPERT ST. SUITE #6 • FRANDOR SHOPPING CENTER
Mon-Thurs 11AM-9 PM • Fri & Sat 11AM-9:30PM

PHONE: 517-580-8103

$2 OFF LUNCH
Before 4pm

Cannot be combined with 
other offers. Exp. 6/13/19

SPECIALS
Mon: Student Day $1.50 OFF Valid ID 

Tues: Rice Bowls $5.99, $1 Bulgogi & Shrimp
Weds: 2PM-6PM Bibimbap $8.99 

Exp. 6/13/19

Military • Police
Fire • EMT

Show Valid ID and Get 
10% Off Any Food Item

UberEats Delivery

Available

Appetizers

Acapulco Mexican Grill
300 N. Clippert St.
Suite17, Lansing, MI 48912
(517) 203-0096

NOW OPEN WITH A FULL BAR 
Mondays were made for margaritas. Daily 
food and drink specials! Beautiful decor 
and wonderful service. Fresh, from scratch 
entrees and sides. Takeout is available!

Bell’s Greek Pizza
1135 E. Grand River Ave.
East Lansing, MI 48823
(517) 332-0858
www.thebellspizza.com

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 
1967. Pizza made fresh and ready to bust your 
hunger! Unique flavors you won’t find anywhere 
else - Spinach Pie Pizza, Shwarma Pizza, Greek 
Pizza. Grinders, Pita Wraps, salads and pastas, too. 
We cater. Open until 4AM. Order online at 
www.TheBellsPizza.com

Airport Tavern
5000 N. Grand River Ave. 
Lansing, MI 48906
(517) 321-3852
FB @AirportTavernandSteakhouse

FOR NEARLY 50 YEARS, Airport 
Tavern & Steakhouse has been a staple 
of Lansing’s community. Full bar, prime 
rib weekends, daily lunch and dinner spe-
cials. Ribs, steak, burgers and salads are 
all crowd pleasers at this neighborhood 
establishment.

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing, MI 48906
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES 
GREAT BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, 
French fry bar, chili, sides including BBQ 
pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft 
cocktails. We cater, too!

Kewpee Sandwich Shop
118 S. Washington Square 
Lansing, MI 48933
(517) 482-8049
Menu on: doordash.com

SINCE THE 1920’S WE HAVE SERVED 
HOUSEMADE BURGERS Home of the Kew-
pee Burger. Great service, excellent quality, right 
in downtown Lansing! Chili for these cold Mich-
igan winters. Lunch and dinner options always 
available. Open on Saturdays - when parking is 
free. Daily specials you won’t want to miss!

Weston’s

K E W P E E

SA N D W I CH

Frank’s Press Box
7216 W. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing, MI 48917
(517) 886-1330
frankspressboxwest.com

GREAT FOOD AND THE PERFECT 
GAME DAY SPOT! Fifteen microbrews on 
tap and more in bottles, too! Happy Hour from 
Monday - Friday from 3-7PM features 75¢ 
wings. Sports all year round, Chicago-style 
deep dish pizza and more on our expansive 
menu! Pool tables, too, for your entertainment!

WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing, MI 48912
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on 
Food Network’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our 
fried home-style classics and fresh seafood are 
some of the best to be found in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, 
exotic fare, like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh 
seafood. Desserts, too!

Buddies Holt
2040 Aurelius Rd, Ste 12
Holt, MI 48842
(517) 699-3670
www.buddiesbars.com

DISCOVER YOUR NEW FAVORITE 
SPOT! Traditional classics and great drinks. 
Burgers, Mexican entrees, pizza and appetiz-
ers. Five versions of loaded tots and Buddies 
Bowls you can’t get anywhere else. Locally 
owned and operated for over 20 years.

Tacos E Mas
3500 S. Cedar St. #101 
Lansing, MI 48910
(517) 272-7979
tacosemas.com

SOUTH SIDE LANSING’S FAVORITE 
MEXICAN RESTAURANT! We have a fresh 
delicious twist on all your favorite meals with 
the best ingredients and innovated preparation. 
We call it Fresh Mex! Dine in, carry out, or 
delivery. Lunch specials. Party trays perfect for 
your next fiesta, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing, MI 48912
(517) 580-3750
www.caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER 
AND DRINKS. A dining experience that is like 
no other. Featuring a fresh lunch buffet for a 
quick bite, an extensive dinner menu and happy 
hour specials, too! Screens to watch your favor-
ite sporting events with your favorite people. 
Michigan craft brews abound here as well.

Bento Kitchen Cravings
310 N. Clippert St. Suite 6
Lansing, MI 48912
(517) 580-8103

JUST OPENED IN FRANDOR SHOPPING 
CENTER! Asian flavors with a focus on
Korean dishes. Several unique K-Mex dishes and 
Kimchi Bulgogi fries. Healthy options and large 
portions. A fun, child-friendly atmosphere. Made 
with fresh ingredients. Dine in, Carry Out or 
Delivery. Party Trays available for any events.

1135 E GRAND RIVER 
EAST LANSING

(517) 332-0858 OPEN 7 DAYS 10AM-4AM

buy a slice
GET ONE
FREE!

Dine in or carry out only. 
Limit 2 per custome per visit.

Exp. 6/1/19

6/2/19.

Taqueria El Chaparrito
401 E César E. Chávez Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48906
(517) 574-3020
taqueriaelchaparrito.com

FRESH INGREDIENTS - MADE FROM 
SCRATCH We offer delicious and authentic 
Mexican Food. We do catering and we also 
host events. Breakfast and seafood coming 
soon! Be transported to a warm Mexican beach 
with our rich, fresh flavors!

DIRECTORY LISTINGS  |  PAID ADVERTISEMENTS
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Commercial & 
Residential

Fully Insured

Call Joan at:
(517) 881-2204

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

The Card Clinic
Haslett, MI
(517) 706-1309
Hours vary by
appointment

Certification for your Medical Marijuana Card. 
We are dedicated to “raising the bar” by offering a 
comfortable, professional, respectful and discreet 
experience. We are the place you can take your 
grandma! Conveniently located off I-69 in Haslett, 
Michigan. Call today to schedule your appointment.

For medical marijuana advertising, 
contact Lee Purdy

(517) 999-5064 • lee@lansingcitypulse.com

Email 
suzi@

lansingcitypulse.com 
for advertising 

details

3955 Patient Care Dr. Ste A Lansing 48911
(517) 374-7600 • CIMAmed.com

Follow us on

@capitalinternalmedicine

I 

JUST 
DONATION-BASED COMMUNITY-DRIVEN 

106 Island Ave, Lansing, MI

(517) 488-5260
justbyoga.com

• Curvy Yoga 
• LGBTQIA Yoga

• Trauma-informed
• Teacher training programs
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