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Editor & Publisher

Berl
Schwartz

7 p.m. Wednesdays
This Week
Kyle Melinn, Jake Davidson and Joe Disano on 
the GOP primary

Lawrence Cosentino and Al l ie Muchmore on 
Leap Year Day

Erica "Baby GaGa" Moul

I come from a 
retail family. My 
Dad built a small 
chain of drugstores 
in our hometown of 
Toledo.

So, I have a lot of 
respect for Meijer, 
which is one of 
Michigan’s great 
success stories. I 

know what hard work by our family went 
into creating just four drugstores. The 
Meijer family is at 199 stores in five states.

And I know something about how they 
did it, because successful retailers have this 
in common: They listen to their custom-
ers. That’s what my Dad did. That’s what 
Meijer does.

Meijer has been proving that in the flap 
over its decision to discontinue free pub-
lications. As a result, Meijer has decided 
to delay removing its racks in the Lansing 
market until March 15, instead of March 1.

Meijer has been hearing from City Pulse 
readers through an online petition, emails, 
phone calls and personal conversations 
with Meijer store managers.

Meanwhile, Meijer also reached out 
to me, albeit with only a temporary solu-
tion. But, after some confusion, it’s clear 
to me now that Meijer is truly interested 
in a long-range solution that meets the 
needs of customers who pick up more 
than 3,000 City Pulses a week in the eight 
stores in the Greater Lansing area.

As a result, the Feb. 22 issue was not 
the last one that is available in Meijer 
stores, as I wrote in that issue and as a 
flier in the same issue said as well. When 
we published the paper last week, that 
appeared to be the case, based on con-
versations with Meijer executives.  But 
the day after the paper came out, Meijer 
informed the distribution company 
that owns the racks on which City Pulse 
appears to hold off picking them up for 
two more weeks here in Lansing, albeit not 
chainwide.

I hope that bodes well for a local solu-
tion, since store directors say they have no 
problem with free publications — which is 
apparently not the case elsewhere. 

I understand Meijer’s decision was 
based on the appearance of those racks in 
all its stores. And I understand those red 
racks (on which we and other publications 
pay to be displayed) are not perfect, even 
here. For one thing, there are too many 
shelves on them for the number of publica-

tions left in this market. And understand-
ably Meijer does not like its customers to 
be greeted by empty shelves. My Dad sure 
wouldn’t have wanted his customers to see 
empty shelves when they entered one of 
his drugstores. It’s depressing.

These problems can all be solved — 
maybe not perfectly to everyone’s satisfac-
tion, but enough that Meijer, the publica-
tions and, more important, the customers 
that we all share, are satisfied. Those 
customers are not going to quit shopping 
at Meijer over this. Hell, I’m probably 
not even going to quit shopping at Meijer 
over this! But they and I are going to feel 
warmer and fuzzier about Meijer if free 
publications at Meijer continue.

The comments attached to the online 
petition at www.lansingcitypulse.com are 
overwhelmingly in that spirit. For the most 
part people just want the convenience of 
one-stop shopping, and being able to pick 
up City Pulse and other free publications 
at Meijer makes it possible.

Meijer has every right to pull out those 
racks. I’m delighted that Meijer is appar-
ently reconsidering. Those red racks have 
made Meijer an important hub of com-
munity information by being highly visible 
and accessible. Long may it continue!

City Pulse goes Hollywood
Well, maybe not Hollywood. But we’re 

starting a TV show on Lansing’s public 
access cable channel, which is based in 
the city’s new media center at 2500 S. 
Washington St. So, really, we’re going 
South Lansing.

“City Pulse Newsmakers” will launch on 
Sunday, March 25, at 11 a.m. (repeating at 
11:30 a.m.). Each week, my colleagues — 
Kyle Melinn and Andy Balaskovitz among 
them — and I will interview people from 
all walks of activity in Greater Lansing. 
Mostly, the Sunday morning show will be 
about politics and public affairs, but if you 
listen to our weekly radio show, you know 
we don’t limit ourselves. It will be lively 
and fun.

Down the road, City Pulse intends to 
launch an arts & entertainment show on 
the same public access TV channel, by the 
way.

Stay tuned for more details on both 
shows. Meanwhile, you can hear “City 
Pulse on the Air” weekly at 7 p.m. 
Wednesdays on 88.9 FM The Impact or go 
to www.lansingcitypulse.com for the pod-
cast (which is often online before the show 
has aired).

Dank u wel, Meijer

Have something to say about a local issue or an item that appeared in our pages? 
1.) Write a letter to the editor.
     • E-mail: letters@lansingcitypulse.com
      • Snail mail: City Pulse, 1905 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48912
      • Fax: (517) 371-5800

2.) Write a guest column:
Contact Berl Schwartz for more information: 
publisher@lansingcitypulse.com 
or (517) 999-5061

(Please include your name, address and telephone number so we can reach you. Keep letters to 250 words or fewer. City Pulse reserves the 
right to edit letters and columns.)
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Eye
candy!

of the week

“Eye candy of the Week” is our weekly look 
at some of the nicer properties in Lansing. It rotates 
each with Eyesore of the Week. If you have a sug-
gestion, please e-mail eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call 999-5064.

Could Sault Tribe members put a 
stop to the downtown casino deal? 

The chairman of the Sault Ste. Marie 
Tribe of Chippewa Indians is worried his 
members will overturn the tribe’s vote to 
support a downtown Lansing casino, put-
ting an end to over a year’s worth of confi-
dential negotiations and month-long buzz 
over Kewadin Lansing Casino.

Signatures have been submitted by a 
former Sault Tribe chairman for a referen-
dum that could overturn the Jan. 24 reso-
lution by the Sault Tribe’s board approving 
the development agreement with the city 
to build a downtown casino.

The implications of a referendum worry 
Sault Tribe Chairman Joe Eitrem because 
if tribal members overturn the Council’s 
decision, it means the Sault Tribe essen-
tially backs out of the Kewadin Lansing 
casino proposal.

“I have real concerns,” he said after a 
meeting Sunday with Sault Tribe mem-
bers. “We worked on this for over a year, 
hundreds of hours. I have concerns they’re 
going to send it out to a referendum and 
aren’t familiar with it. I’m scared it may get 
turned down.

“The point I’m making is: If we send it 
out to a vote and voters aren’t knowledge-
able, I don’t want to take a chance,” Eitrem 
said.

The main organizer of the petition is 
Aaron Payment, a former Sault Tribe chair-
man, who said while he a Lansing casino, 
he wants more accountability in how the 
tribe would spend potential revenues from 
the project, if it gets off the ground.

Particularly, Payment is not satisfied 
with the plan approved by the Sault Tribe 
board of directors that allocates 10 percent 
of the tribe’s annual income from Kewadin 
Lansing into its “Self-Sufficiency Fund”; 
3 percent to various funds for Sault Tribe 
elders; and 2 percent to establish a schol-
arship program for Sault Tribe members 
identical to the Lansing Promise plan for 
paying for higher education at state insti-
tutions for Lansing high school graduates 
out of casino revenues.

Payment wants to see all of the revenue 
allocated to specific funds or projects. 
The referendum would basically ask Sault 
Tribe members if they would support the 
project with 100 percent of the revenues 
allocated, but it also opens up the possibil-
ity of Sault Tribe members turning down 
the project entirely.

“To do that would be just crazy. We can’t 
tie down funds in that manner. We have to 
be somewhat flexible,” Eitrem said.

Fearing another Greektown 
Casino situation — a bankrupt-
cy that the tribe said resulted in 
a $268 million loss — Payment 
said the Lansing proposal is big 
enough to warrant a “vote of the 
people.” He said he submitted a 
petition with 180 signatures to 
the Sault Tribe offices in Sault 
Ste. Marie on Thursday. He 
needed 100. The Sault Tribe 
Election Committee must verify 
the signatures are legitimate.

While Payment appeared on 
the City Pulse radio show Jan. 
25 to support the proposal — 
and still generally is a supporter 
of a Lansing casino — the purpose behind 
the referendum is accountability.

“I don’t agree with the plan as approved 
because it doesn’t have a revenue shar-
ing plan” within the tribe, Payment said 
Sunday. Ultimately, he hopes the tribe 
devises a more specific plan for spending 
the revenues, not scrapping the project all 
together. Yet, he is fully aware of the conse-
quences if tribal voters overturn the board 
of directors. “I did this as a bargaining chip 
to pass this, telling the board to approve a 
revenue sharing plan. It’s very dangerous, 
high stakes poker. But we can do this the 
easy way or the hard way. The right of ref-
erendum is our guaranteed right.”

The city of Lansing is entitled to 2 1/2 
percent of net revenues under the agree-
ment: 2 percent for the Lansing Promise 
Scholarship program and 1/2 percent for 
public safety. The Sault Tribe’s attorney, 
John Wernet, said the developers, Lansing 
Future LLC, will get the $10 million back 
that the investment group agreed to pay up 
front for start-up costs if the casino opens 
and another 14 percent of net profits for 
seven years after it opens. After that, the 
tribe keeps the profits.

Payment served on the Sault Tribe 
board of directors from 1996 to 2004 and 
as chairman from 2004 to 2008. He is 
undecided if he will run for chairman in 
this summer’s election. Eitrem said he will 
seek re-election. 

At a tribal member meeting in the 
Dearborn Hyatt hotel Sunday, Payment 
appeared to have support among the more 
than 30 Sault Tribe members in the audi-
ence. Several attendees expressed skepti-
cism about another casino idea so soon after 
Greektown. As Eitrem and Wernet showed 
confidence in the legal theory they say will 
allow the tribe to open a casino in Lansing, 
members were looking for “guarantees” that 
potential revenue for the tribe would go 

toward community centers, health services 
and educational opportunities for members 
downstate. 

Payment said the referendum would 
need to be put to a vote within 60 days of 
the resolution’s approval, which is roughly 
the end of March. 
Voting is done by 
mail-in ballots only. 
Wernet said the 
board could amend 
the resolution it 
passed in January 
with seven positive 
votes. Payment said 
that is the route he 
had intended to go, 
but he went with 
a referendum 
after being unable 
to meet with Eitrem in person to discuss 
his plans.

Dennis Alexander, a Sault Tribe 
member from Heartland, was at the 
Dearborn meeting Sunday. He supports 
the idea of all Sault Tribe members hav-
ing a say on the development agreement 
as drafted. “At the end of the day, every-
one is going to have a say in it. … We 
have a voice — all we can do moving for-
ward is to vote.”

To which Eitrem responded from the 
podium: “If you vote against it, the whole 
project would fail.” He went on to address 
Payment specifically, who was sitting mid-
way to the back of the room: “I don’t know 
why you’re sending mixed messages,” refer-
ring to Payment’s support of the idea but 
not the development agreement.

“We just need a better proposal,” 
Payment said.

“Hollow promises are hollow promises,” 
Alexander followed.

— Andy Balaskovitz

Property: Historical Marker in the 
Michigan Avenue median between 
LaSalle Court and Detroit Street

You’ve probably never noticed the 
plinth of erect concrete located in the 
median of Michigan Avenue on the east-
side between Detroit Street and LaSalle 
Court. It is no ordinary bit of concrete — 
it’s a Michigan Historical Marker.

The inscription on it reads: “This 
block of concrete represents the efforts of 
Lansing’s pioneer residents in the laying 
of one of the first and longest stretches of 
concrete pavement in the world between 
Lansing and East Lansing.”

Fascinating. 
Whether subtle or ostentatious, this 

simple gesture can really enrich a com-
munity’s sense of pride. It is an amazing 
way to preserve history and remind us 
of the great accomplishments of people, 
places and events that would otherwise be 
forgotten.

The best thing about historical mark-
ers is when you happen upon one unex-
pectedly and learn something completely 
new about your community.

— Amanda Harrell-Seyburn

Casino referendum brewing

Monique Goch, Moxy Imagery/City Pulse

Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians Chairman 
Joe Eitrem (left) fears a referendum by Sault Tribe 
voters could stop the Kewadin Lansing Casino project.

Payment
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Facts are subjective in the political 
saga between Virg Bernero and Kelly 
Rossman-McKinney

Last week’s political theater staged by 
Lansing Mayor Virg Bernero was the latest 
act in a professional relationship with PR 
executive Kelly Rossman-McKinney that 
shows things are getting personal.

Bernero’s biting, 323-word press release 
calling for Rossman-McKinney to step down 
from the Lansing Economic Development 
Corp. board accused her of sour grapes for not 
getting a contract on the casino; her “aggres-
sive opposition” to the Kewadin Lansing 
Casino plan; and a conflict of interest.

Rossman-McKinney has denied the first 
two claims and came to realize she may have 
had a conflict of interest by representing the 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
on the Greektown Casino until she left the 
firm of Rossman, Martin & Associates in 
2004. Rossman-McKinney said she would 
have voted yes last week when the EDC 
board unanimously approved selling a 
small parcel worth $280,000 at the cor-
ner of Michigan Avenue and Cedar Street. 
Rossman-McKinney stepped down at the 
behest of Bernero, who had appointed her.

While the administration sticks to its 
claims that Rossman-McKinney’s recus-
al came too late — indeed, Rossman-
McKinney told City Pulse on Jan. 30 that 
she didn’t have a conflict of interest with 
the Kewadin Lansing proposal — it’s not the 
first time Bernero showed public disdain for 
Rossman-McKinney’s actions.

“This news release was a perfect example 
of the kind of thing you write in the heat of 
the moment and should put in a desk draw-
er and review again the following day. It was 
done in haste and it was bereft of a lot of facts. 
It called into question my integrity, which I 
take great offense at,” Rossman-McKinney 
said in a telephone interview Monday.

Based on follow-up questions Monday 
night, it appears that administration would 
rather forget about the latest incident.

“The statement speaks for itself,” said 
Bernero’s new chief of staff, Randy Hannan. 
When asked why the press release included 
claims that could not be substantiated, Hannan 
said: “She’s entitled to her opinion. Factual 
information can be subject to interpretation.”

In 2007, following the murder of Ruth 
Hallman — the mother of Bernero’s political 
enemy, Carol Wood — Rossman-McKinney 
delivered the eulogy at Hallman’s funeral. 
“As you may know, my firm paid dearly for 
that” because it had been the lead on “com-
munity relations and strategic communica-
tions surrounding the combined sewer over-
flow project,” Rossman-McKinney said.

Rossman-McKinney served on the EDC 
board for four or five years, she said, and 
had to recuse herself on votes relating to Pat 
Gillespie and Sam Eyde projects. So why did 
Bernero ask her to step down in this case? 
Hannan said it was the timing.

When asked how she sees her professional 
relationship with Bernero moving forward, 
Rossman-McKinney paused for a moment, 
looking for the right words. “Do you think 
less of him as a politician?” I asked.

A quick response: “Yes.”

— Andy Balaskovitz

Last week thousands of Lansing 
Community College students and commut-
ers dashing between the suburbs and their 
business downtown noticed an old wooden 
boat suspended by a crane 20 feet above the 
Grand River just north of the Saginaw Street 
Bridge. Work on the bridge had started just 
a few weeks earlier, and some people won-
dered if workers had pulled the boat from 
the water. Had they pulled out other things? 
Was there a trove of old Schwinn bikes for 
the Lansing Bike Co-op to salivate over? 
Perhaps a cache of carts from now-defunct 
L & L tossed in by misguided teenagers on 
energy drink benders? Maybe the lost trea-
sure of the Lansing Bogus Swamp isn’t in 
the Westmoreland neighborhood after all?

Unfortunately for those with overac-
tive imaginations, the answer to all of these 
questions is no.

“The boat is one of what the workers 
call ‘floating barges’ that are suspended on 
a crane to remove asbestos from the util-
ity conduits underneath the bridge,” said 
Rob Morosi, a spokesman for the Michigan 
Department of Transportation.

Taking out the asbestos is only the begin-
ning. The M-43 Bridge Reconstruction, as 
the project is officially called, is the much-
needed replacement of a deteriorating piece 
of Lansing infrastructure. According to the 
MDOT website, the bridge, constructed in 
1928 and widened around 1955, accom-
modates 19,000 vehicles a day and is a 
main transportation artery for the city and 
Lansing Community College. The website, 
www.michigan.gov/mdot, confirms the 
experiences of many a spooked River Trail 
user with  images of rusted metal struts, 
crumbling sidewalks, and deteriorating con-
crete supports.

The new bridge will decrease car traffic 
from five lanes to four lanes from Washington 
Avenue to North Cedar Street but will widen 
sidewalks on both sides of the bridge, widen 
the River Trail underneath, and raise the trail 
enough over the river that it won’t flood as 
often during rainstorms. These improvements 
should boost safety for decades to come.

As for those dreams of treasure getting 
pulled from the riverbed?  Answers to those 
questions will have to wait a few weeks.

It’s personal

Under the 
bridge

See Bridge, Page 7  
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B/12/064 MOBILE SOUND SHELL STAGE as per the specifications provided by the City of 
Lansing.

The City of Lansing will accept sealed bids at the FINANCE DEPARTMENT, PURCHASING OFFICE, 
8TH FLOOR CITY HALL, 124 W. MICHIGAN AVENUE, LANSING, MICHIGAN 48933 until 3:00 PM 
local time in effect on MARCH 15, 2012, at which time bids will be publicly opened and read.  Late 
bids will be rejected.

Complete specifications and forms required to submit bids are available by calling Stephanie 
Robinson at (517) 483-4128, email: srobinso@lansingmi.gov or go to www.mitn.info 

The City of Lansing encourages bids from all vendors including MBE/WBE vendors and Lansing-
based businesses.

PUBLIC NOTICES

CITY OF EAST LANSING

ORDINANCE NO. 1273

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING USE 
DISTRICT MAP OF CHAPTER 50 – ZONING – OF THE 

CODE OF THE CITY OF EAST LANSING

Please take notice that Ordinance No. 1273 was adopted by the East Lansing City Council at a 
regular meeting of the Council held on February 21, 2012 and will become effective 7 days after the 
publication of the following summary of ordinance.

THE CITY OF EAST LANSING ORDAINS:

The Zoning Use District Map i s hereby amended to rezone the following described area from 
DeWitt Township’s A, Agricultural District, to the City of East Lansing’s RM-8, Planned Unit 
Development District:

A true copy of Ordinance No. 1273 can be inspected or obtained at the Office of the City Clerk at City 
Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan during normal business hours.

					     Marie McKenna
					     City Clerk

Tax Parcel No. 19-20-50-36-300-030

A parcel of land in the Southwest ¼ of Section 36, T5N, R2W, DeWitt Township, now the City 
of East Lansing, Clinton County, Michigan, the surveyed boundary of said parcel described 
as:  Beginning at the Southwest corner of said Section 36; thence N00°25’44”W along the 
West line of said Section 36 a distance of 712.59 feet; thence N89°34’16”E 663.30 feet to 
the East line of the West ½ of the Southwest ¼ of said Southwest ¼; thence S00°21’41”E 
along said East line 723.81 feet to South line of said Section 36; thence N89°27’30”W along 
South line 662.55 feet to the point of beginning; said parcel containing 10.93 acres, more or 
less, including 1.04 acres, more or less, presently in use as public right of way; said parcel 
subject to all easements and restrictions if any.

More commonly known as E. Coleman Road Vacant Land, East Lansing, Michigan.

RFQP/12/075—REAL ESTATE MARKETING as per the specifications provided by the City of 
Lansing.

The City of Lansing will accept sealed proposals at the FINANCE DEPARTMENT/PURCHASING 
OFFICE, 8TH FLOOR CITY HALL, 124 W. MICHIGAN AVENUE, LANSING, MICHIGAN 48933 until 
3:00 PM local time in effect on MARCH 29, 2012. 

Complete specifications and forms required to submit proposals are available by calling 
Stephanie Robinson CPPB at (517) 483-4128,  or for content and purpose of this proposal 
contact: Bob Johnson at (517) 483-4061 or go to www.mitn.info

The City of Lansing encourages bids from all vendors including MBE/WBE vendors and Lansing-
based businesses.

City of Lansing
Notice of Public Hearing

The Lansing City Council will hold a public hearing on March 12, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers, 10th Floor, Lansing City Hall, Lansing, MI, for the purpose stated below:

To afford an opportunity for all residents, taxpayers of the City of Lansing, other interested persons 
and ad valorem taxing units to appear and be heard on the approval of Brownfield Plan #55 – 
Ballpark North Brownfield Redevelopment Plan, pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions 
of the Brownfield Redevelopment Financing Act, Public Act 381 of 1996, as amended, for property 
commonly referred to as the City of Lansing Central Garage and adjoining properties to the north, in 
Lansing, Michigan, but more particularly described by parcel numbers:

33-01-01-16-276-002, 33-01-01-16-276-021, 33-01-01-16-276-031, 33-01-01-16-276-041, 33-01-01-
16-276-191, 33-01-01-16-276-151, 33-01-01-16-276-161, 33-01-01-16-276-182, 33-01-01-16-276-
050

Approval of this Brownfield Plan will enable the Lansing Brownfield Redevelopment Authority to 
capture incremental tax increases which result from the redevelopment of the property to pay for 
costs associated therewith. Further information regarding this issue, including maps, plats, and a 
description of the brownfield plan will be available for public inspection and may be obtained from Karl 
Dorshimer – President and CEO, Economic Development Corporation of the City of Lansing, 401 N. 
Washington Square, Suite 100, Lansing, MI 48933, (517) 483-4140.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk 

Ahh, 2012: Leap 
Year, a presidential elec-
tion and the beginning 
of the rest of our lives. 
Michigan is not immune 
to the onslaught of 
negative campaigning 
that swamped Iowa, 
New Hampshire, South 
Carolina, Florida and 
other states whose pri-

mary elections are over. Be prepared: The 
amount of money in the coffers of big players 
and the vitriol that splits the two dominant 
parties (their similarities arguably out-
flanking their disagreements) will no doubt 
deluge us before summer ends.

What has this to do with our consumer 
issues? Consider this: The positions taken by 
elected office seekers on consumer issues, in 
the laws they pass or hold back, affect what 
we know about what we purchase. There 
isn’t an economist alive who thinks “the 
market” can work without full and honest 
information. So knowing where something 
is made, by whom, under what conditions, 
whether it can be harmful to the consumer, 
the employee, the community or the planet, 
are important pieces of making sure the 
market can work via consumers executing 
decisions based upon this knowledge.

But an increasing area of overlap with 
elections is following the money that runs 
them. Who is bankrolling whom in this 
election? This has been made more chal-
lenging with the Citizens United case and 
the rise of Super PACs. It wouldn’t surprise 
me if those expenditures this year outweigh 
the ones for candidate committees, because 
funding is both unlimited and largely invis-
ible. So much for allowing the market to 
work for our democracy.

Those limitations aside, one can follow the 
money more easily using key Internet sources. At 
the federal level, congressional and presidential 
candidates and their committees must file quar-
terly reports for all donations above $200 per 
person as well as expenditures. These figures are 
searchable through www.opensecrets.org. 

At the state level, we have the National 
Institute on Money in State Politics (www.
followthemoney.org) that allows us to see 
donations above the $20 threshold that 
must be reported. For incumbents, these 
databases show where the money came from 
during the last election cycle and into 2011 
— an off-election year with typically little 
activity. As the first quarterly reports due in 

April, the money trail will start showing up. 
So if you know a business owner, you 

can enter the name and see where they are 
putting their political investment. Perhaps 
their interest in the political sphere aligns 
with your own. Should it affect your busi-
ness with them? It’s a legitimate question 
for the individual citizen/consumer to 
wrestle with. But if you are supporting a 
business that then uses your expenditures 
to support candidates and causes you are 
against, aren’t you voting against yourself?

So let’s take a glimpse at groceries. 
At the state level, the Michigan Grocers 
Association contributed more than $9,000 
in 2010, all to Republican candidates. Note 
that not all retail grocers are members of 
MGA.  We can also see that Mark Murray, 
CEO of Meijer, gave more than $11,000 to 
Rick Snyder, Bill Scheutte, Pete Hoekstra 
and other Republicans in the 2010 election. 
Meijer itself gave $254,397 to candidates 
at the state level in 2011, with more than 
77 percent going to Republicans. At the 
federal level last year, Murray gave more 
than $45,000 to the Republican National 
Committee, Mike Rogers, Tim Walburg, 
Pete Hoekstra, Bill Huizenga, and John 
Boehner. Meijer has already given $5,000 
to Rep. Bill Huizenga for his 2012 race.

Kroger spent $275,000 on federal lob-
bying last year. Their Kroger PAC con-
tributed $41,240 during the 2010 elec-
tion cycle, with 52 percent going towards 
Republican candidates and 48 percent 
going to Democrats. None of those can-
didates were from Michigan. The United 
Food and Commercial Workers Union 
spent $240,000 on lobbying in 2011. They 
have contributed $602,000 nationally for 
the 2011-2012 election cycle, with a $5,000 
contribution to U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow, 
their only Michigan contribution to date. 
Meanwhile, Stan Martin, CEO of the local 
Quality Dairy chain, donated $500 to Virg 
Bernero’s campaign in 2010.

As we enter the mayhem of the electoral 
season you may want to see if your dollars 
are supporting your political values. While 
Citizens United makes it easier for big 
donors to hide their money, the online tools 
for tracking the more traditional campaign 
fundraising allow us to align another set of 
our values with our consumer actions.

(Terry Link was the founding director of 
MSU’s Office of Campus Sustainability and 
recently retired as director of the Greater 
Lansing Food Bank.) 

Politics and your food

“Workers will assess the site from the river 
later in the spring. In early to mid-March 
they’ll knock the old bridge out and begin 
putting in the new bridge support system,” 

Morosi said. Beginning March 5, drivers will 
have to follow a detour onto Oakland Avenue, 
part of which will become two ways to accom-
modate east-bound drivers. Maybe then 
they’ll uncover some mysteries. Until they 
take the old bridge out, though, it’ll probably 
be best to steer clear of the asbestos.	

— Joan Bolander

Bridge
from page 6
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PUBLIC NOTICES

CITY OF EAST LANSING

ORDINANCE NO. 1272

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING USE 
DISTRICT MAP OF CHAPTER 50 – ZONING – OF THE 

CODE OF THE CITY OF EAST LANSING

Please take notice that Ordinance No. 1272 was adopted by the East Lansing City Council at a 
regular meeting of the Council held on February 21, 2012 and will become effective 7 days after the 
publication of the following summary of ordinance.

THE CITY OF EAST LANSING ORDAINS:

The Zoning Use District Map is hereby amended to rezone the following described parcel 
from the B-5, Community Retail Sales Business District (subject to a Conditional Rezoning 
Agreement), to B-4, Restricted Office Business District:

A true copy of Ordinance No. 1272 can be inspected or obtained at the Office of the City Clerk at City 
Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan during normal business hours.

					     Marie McKenna
					     City Clerk

Parcel Number:		  33-20-01-02-427-015 (partial)

A part of the Northeast 1/4 of Southeast 1/4 of Section 2, T4N, R2W, Commencing at the 
Southeast corner of said Section 2; thence on East Section line N00°07'43" East 1325.94 
feet to the South line of Northeast 1/4 of Southeast 1/4; thence N89°51'37" West 50.00 
feet; thence N00°07’43” East 331.50 feet to the point of beginning; thence S89°53’12” West 
277.72 feet; thence N00°11’55” East 290.00 feet to South line of Lake Lansing Road, thence 
N89°53'12" East 127.54 feet, thence N00°24'15" West 17.02 feet, thence N89°53'12" East 
150.00 feet to the West line of Coolidge Road, thence S00°07'43" West 307.02 feet to point 
of beginning, containing approximately 1.91 acres more or less.

More commonly known as 1525 West Lake Lansing Road, East Lansing, Michigan

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Z-2-2012, 3303 N. East Street
Rezoning from “F” Commercial District to “G-2” Wholesale District

The Lansing Planning Board will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, March 20, 2012, at 6:30 p.m., 
Neighborhood Empowerment Center Conference Room, 600 W. Maple St. (Corner of W. Maple and 
N. Pine Streets) to consider Z-2-2012. This is a request by Auto Warehouse Body Shop to rezone the 
properties at 3303 N. East Street, legally described as:

	 OUTLOT A EXCEPT NORTH 100 FEET ALSO EXCEPT SOUTH 200 FEET; 
	 SUPERVISOR'S PLAT OF SCHWORER'S BLOOMFIELD FARMS
	
from “F” Professional Office District to “G-2” Wholesale District.  The purpose of the rezoning is to 
permit the use of the subject property for an automotive body shop (motor vehicle repair station).  

If you are interested in this matter, please attend the public hearing. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m.-5 p.m. on city business days if received before 5 p.m., Tuesday, March 20, 2012 at the 
Lansing Planning Office, Dept. of Planning and Neighborhood Development, Suite D-1, 316 N. Capitol 
Ave., Lansing, MI 48933-1236.  For more information, call Susan Stachowiak at 483-4085.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Notice is hereby given of a public hearing to be held by the East Lansing Community Development 
Advisory Committee on Monday, March 12, 2012, at 7:00 p.m., in the 54-B District Court, Courtroom 
#2, 101 Linden Street, East Lansing.

The hearing will be for the purpose of reviewing the FY 12/13 Community Development Block Grant 
and FY 12/13 General Fund Human/Public Service Budget recommendations prepared by the 
Community Development Advisory Committee.

Additional information on this hearing is available from the Department of Planning and Community 
Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing or by calling (517)319-6930.  All 
interested persons will be given an opportunity to be heard.

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as interpreters 
for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to 
individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) calendar days prior to the 
meeting.  Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services should write or call the Planning 
Department, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823. Phone: (517) 319-6930. TDD Number: 1-800-
649-3777

					     Marie McKenn
					     City Clerk

The Mitt Romney/
Rick Santorum/Ron 
Paul whack-a-mole 
road show is merci-
fully gone — off to 
torture another unsus-
pecting state.

It’s fair to say 
President Obama has 
never looked better in 
Michigan.

Attorney General Bill Schuette, 
Romney’s campaign chief in Michigan, 
is fond of saying that if Obama loses the 
Great Lakes State, he can kiss the General 
Election goodbye. Right now, the lowly 
Detroit Pistons have a better shot of win-
ning the NBA championship.

Don’t just look at the polls, even though 
theyÆre crummy enough. Public Policy 
Polling had the incumbent Democratic 
president up 11 points — 50 percent to 39 
percent earlier this month against Rick 
Santorum if he magically wins the nomina-
tion. 

Romney was down 16 points, 54 per-
cent to 38 percent, according to PPP and 
as much as 18 points according to NBC/
Marist.

Even Republicans who aren’t off-the-
reservation conservative are privately grum-
bling about their low level of excitement 
with the GOP field. Now even former can-
didate Jon Huntsman and Sarah Palin are 
wondering if a brokered convention isn’t 
the way to go. That’s the only way they’ll get 
someone they really like — Chris Christie, 
Mitch Daniels or Jeb Bush.

The whole brokered convention talk is 
just fantasy, really. Romney will have this 
thing wrapped later than sooner. Lucky us. 
We can all sit back and watch his painful 
shift back to the middle.

Michigan voters will need a lobotomy to 
forget Romney’s pandering to the tin hats 
of the GOP, which may be why Romney 
won’t show his face here again barring a 
family reunion. Given the less-than-warm 
hug we gave him, most voters obviously 
don’t care he lived in Michigan 40 years 
ago. If we did, Michigan would have looked 
like Arizona on Tuesday and it didn’t.

Instead, Santorum,  a voter-rejected for-
mer U.S. senator, hung with establishment 
candidate Romney.

Rick Santorum? Really? This state didn’t 
even know who he was three months ago. 
A Detroit Free Press/WXYZ poll Nov. 13-16 
had Santorum at 2 percent.

Charlie Brown and Mickey Mouse could 
get 2 percent in a poll.

Romney has been campaigning here for 
practically six years. He got the endorse-
ment of the governor, the lieutenant gover-
nor, the attorney general, the state House 
speaker, the state Senate majority leader, 
half the GOP Senate members, about half 
of the GOP House members, National 
Committeeman Saul Anuzis and gobs of 

other activists. 
And yet more than half of the 

Republican voters wanted someone other 
than Romney. Nearly an identical amount 
wanted Santorum, whose socially conser-
vative views are to the right of Captain 
Caveman.

The average Michigan voter under age 
50 doesn’t know Romney. They weren’t vot-
ing when George Romney was governor. 
He sipped Vernors and cruised Woodward 
Avenue back in the ’60s. But he left and 
didn’t come back. He traded in his Tigers 
loyalties for the Boston Red Sox.

When the Michigan-based General 
Motors and Chrysler stood at the preci-
pice of bankruptcy, Romney said fine, let a 
financially locked-down private sector fig-
ure it out. We can all cross our fingers both 
companies aren’t sold off as scrap. 

Thanks for the loyalty, Mitt. The govern-
ment saved Chrysler in the ’70s, but some-
how it’d screw it up in 2009? God forbid 
we use taxpayer money to save an industry 
that employs so many of our own people.

No, more than 50 percent of voters 
didn’t give Romney its vote in February, 
and it’s hard to imagine it’ll happen in 
November either.

Romney’s best chance to become presi-
dent is to go to other swing states where the 
margin between him and Obama doesn’t 
look like a small canyon. In Ohio, it’s about 2 
percentage points. It’s 5 percentage points in 
Florida and 2 percentage points in Virginia.

Maybe he can steal a few states out East 
or out in the Mountain West/Pacific Coast 
like Washington, where Obama’s only up 5 
or 6.

Romney left the Novi Suburban Show 
Center for Ohio and isn’t looking back, 
which is not the way Michigan Republicans 
drew this up at all.

The plan was to create an early 
Michigan primary (at the expense of los-
ing half the state’s delegates, putting it on 
par with such electoral power houses as 
Idaho and North Dakota), give Romney an 
easy victory and segue that into strength 
going into the General Election to help 
Republicans up and down the ballot.

After this pitiful showing? The GOP 
should be sweating bullets.

The Democrats are talking about putting 
collective bargaining, campaign finance 
reform and alternative energy questions 
on the ballot. That’ll draw union stalwarts, 
good government types and tree-huggers 
to the polls in November. Not what 
Republicans wanted.

All of the sudden, GOP majorities on the 
Supreme Court and the state House are in 
real jeopardy.

It’s all good news for Obama, the real 
winner of the Feb. 28 early Republican 
presidential primary.

(Kyle Melinn is the editor of the MIRS 
Newsletter. He can be reached at melinn@
lansingcitypulse.com.)

GOP primary winner: Obama



&Arts& Culture

By JAMES SANFORD

He shoots, he sings
Cameraman. Karaoke host. Rocker. 

Who says Jamie Rohda can't have it all?

By ALYSSA FIRTH

Photography show and reception
5:30-9 p.m. Sunday, March 4

SoupSpoon Cafe, 
1419 E.Michigan Ave., Lansing 

(Refreshments will be served, but 
the restaurant will not be open.)
The exhibit runs through March.

Rohda hosts karaoke at Esquire 
Bar (1250 Turner St., Lansing) 

on Wednesday evenings and at 
Buddies Pub and Grill (1937 W. 
Grand River Ave., Okemos) on 

Thursday evenings.

Rohda's band, Nothin 2 Lose, 
plays March 16 and 17 at The 
Barn Tavern,207 S. Bridge St., 

Grand Ledge and March 30 and 
31 at Colonial Bar & Grille, 3425 S. 

Martin Luther King Blvd., Lansing.

A six-month 
test drive
Lansing Art Gallery lets 

customers lease 

artwork before buying

March 1-23
Lansing Art Gallery,
119 N. Washington 

Square, Lansing
Reception 2-4 p.m. 

Sunday, March 4
(517) 374-6400



M a r c h  2 2  -  A p r i l  2 2 ,  2 0 1 2

Directed by Tony Caselli
Featuring: Leslie Hull, Emily Sutton-Smith

and Joseph Zettelmaier

Book & Lyrics by Alan Gordon
Music by Mark Sutton-Smith

World Premiere!!
Take one guy, add a shot of lonely 

girl and a dash of spunky bartender, 
blend and serve!

This modern musical journey 
through love and life will keep you 

coming back for more.
(Contains adult content.)

Pay-What-You-Can Preview 
Thursday, March 22 @ 8PM

RiverwalkTheatre.com RE
SE

RV
AT

I O
NS

48
2-

57
00

228 Museum Drive, across    from Lansing Center

Riverwalk Theatre

Two Beers & a Hook Shot
Drama by Kent R. Brown 

DEATH KNOCKS
Comedy by  

Woody Allen

Directed by Bill Helder 

Featuring Jerry & Isaac Sprague

2 BEERS: This basketball drama plays  
out years of family friction.   

ADULT LANGUAGE AND SITUATIONS. 
DEATH: In Woody Allen’s world, the  

Grim Reaper’s not much at cards.

March 2-4 and 9-11 
$12/$10 student/senior/military 

8 pm Fridays & Saturdays; 2 pm Sun.

&

By PAUL WOZNIAK

The darker side of the Emerald Isle

Michigan State 
University Theatre

7:30 p.m. tonight
Auditorium Arena Theatre

$10 all seats
(800) WHARTON

www.whartoncenter.com

By CITY PULSE STAFF

the move
Williamston's Western 

transfers to Ann Arbor



By UTE VON DER HEYDEN

Riverwalk double feature 

— and marks director Bill 

Through March 11
Riverwalk Black Box 

Stage
228 Museum Drive, 

Lansing 
7 p.m. Thursdays; 8 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays; 2 

p.m. Sundays
$12; $10 seniors, 
students, military 

personnel
(517) 482-5700

www.riverwalktheatre.com 



Off South Cedar at I-96
(517) 393-7469 

$2.00 off any concession combo.
Present coupon at time of purchase. Not good 

with other offers or coupons. 
Excludes Kids Combo. Expires 3/15/12

US 127 & Lake Lansing Rd
www.NCGmovies.com  

(517) 316-9100
Student Discount with ID 

Time for 'Celebrity Rehab: Academy Awards Edition'

only a 4 block walk to Cooley 
& 5 minutes from MSU

east main 
apartments

Innova Salon & Day Spa

Hair Color Special

single process color
haircut & style
conditioning treatment
eyebrow or lip wax
Shellac manicure
regular price: $111

for only $89

call to make your 
appointment today!

517.702.9549
1606 E. Michigan Ave.

Lansing
innovasalondayspa.com

art    creativity   imagination

By ALYSSA FIRTH



College of Communication
Arts and Sciences GIVE

 NOW!

The Sweet Sixteen     |  Support tournament quality, fan favorites and  
awesome match-ups on WKAR-TV March 3-18!

Les Miserables In Concert  (3/7)

Oscar Hammerstein II: 
Out of My Dreams  (3/11)

Idina Menzel Live: 
Barefoot at the Symphony  (3/11)

Great Performances: 
Hugh Laurie: Let them Talk  (3/11, 3/12)

Jon Bonamassa:
Live at the Beacon Theatre  (3/12, 3/16)

Great Performances: Phantom of the
Opera at Royal Albert Hall  (3/4)

Il Volo Takes Flight  (3/17)

Beneath the Pines  (3/4, 3/11, 3/18)

Big Band Vocalists  (3/3)

Great Performances: 
Tony Bennett – Duets 2  (3/4, 3/6, 3/18))

Great Performances: Eric Clapton’s 
Crossroads Guitar Festival  (3/4)

A Community Sings: 
10th Anniversary  (3/10, 3/13)

TransSiberian Orchestra: 
The Birth of Rock  (3/6)

Celtic Woman  (3/17)

‘60s Pop, Rock & Soul  (3/14)

Downton Abbey:
Behind the Drama  (3/11)

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO

A musical 
mixed bag

and stumbles before 

standing and delivering 

during an uneven evening



By BILL CASTANIER

For more information, visit
www.schulerbooks.com

Eastwood Towne Center
11 a.m. Friday  

March 2

All Dr. Seuss titles: Buy 2 

Get 1 Free from March 1-5!

Feading of  The Cat In the Hat and 

The Lorax in honor of the movie 

release, and an in-person appearance 

by the Cat in the Hat! Bring a cam-

era and catch your little one in a shot 

with Dr. Seuss’s favorite character!

Read Across America 
Celebration

Meridian Mall
1 p.m. Saturday 

March 3

Story-Time & Live 

Appearance by 

the Cat in the Hat!

Meet The Cat in the Hat, as well as 

award-winning children’s author 

Janet Halfmann, on hand to answer 

questions about being an author and 

read from her newest book, Home in 

the Cave! We’ll have yummy fruit 

and cookie refreshments, photo time 

with The Cat in the Hat, and book 

giveaways!

Quality used books at half the price! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curious Book Shop 
307 E. Grand River * E. Lansing 
332-0112 * We validate parking 

Mon - Sat 10 - 7*, Sun 12 - 5 
* June thru December 'til 8 
www.curiousbooks.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Archives Book Shop 
519 W. Grand River * E. Lansing 

332-8444 * Free parking 
Mon - Fri 10 - 7, Sat 11 - 6,  

Sun 12 - 5 
archivbk@concentric.net



FINE ART STUDIOS

Featuring Artists: Emily Wolf and Kathleen Coe

Portrait Workshop

Women and their Art

Fuel for Your Art!

Grand Art Supply

Monday - Thursday
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Friday - Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Discount Art & Drafting Supplies!
We specialize in quality art materials for 
the student and professional. 

grandartsupply@comcast.net

Find us on facebook!
facebook.com/grandartsupply

Located in Downtown Lansing
107 N. Washington Square
Lansing, MI 48933
517-485-9409

Visit sapergalleries.com today!

A selection of Dr. Seuss

artwork for everyone!

Lorax
comes to

Saper

Galleries!

Opens this

Sunday, March 4
from 1-4pm
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It’s un-American.
From the Declaration of Independence to the birth of Christ, everything that’s sacred in our land gets a temporary aisle at K-Mart. Who is cashing in on the 
rarest holiday of all? Where are our Leap Year Peeps? After all, Feb. 29 is an excess day to begin with. Where’s the rest of the excess?
That’s why City Pulse has taken on the uncalled-for job of commercializing Feb. 29 once and for all with this lavish gift guide. If in doubt, remember: everybody 
loves out-of-season tomatoes.

City Pulse Leap Year Gift Guide

Bookseller Matt Kitzman 
invites you to relive warm 
memories of leap years 
past, with vintage calen-
dars from 1932 (“German 
Masterworks”), 1960 
(“Scottish Clans”), 1968 
(“Season’s Greetings”) 
and a beauty from 1940, 
issued by the Lawrence 
Baking Co. in Lansing, at 
Archives Books, 519 W. 
Grand River Ave., Lansing.

Calendars

Produce man Bob 
Falsetta, a fixture at 
the Lansing City Market 
downtown for over 50 
years, is in the leap 
year spirit. All day Feb. 
29, he’ll sell you 29 to-
matoes for the price of 
28. Why so generous? 
“We got ‘em,” Falsetta 
said. Bob Falsetta is a 
man of few words and 
many tomatoes.

Tomatoes

African bullfrogs (pyxiceph-
alus adspersus) leap many 
times their height — until 
they reach their full size of 
12 inches, when they settle 
down like cats. (McFly, 
shown here, is just a baby.) 
According to Megan Shan-
non, education coordinator 
at Preuss Pets, 1127 N. 
Cedar St., Lansing, they 
love mud puddles and eat 
everything they can find, 
including mice.

Frog

On Leap Year Day, 
an Irish legend goes, 
no man can refuse a 
woman’s proposal of 
marriage, especially 
if she is wearing red. 

Ashley Lamb of Lamb’s 
Gate Antiques, 1219 

Turner St., Lansing, has 
more red coats that 

your average vintage 
shop. Lamb is already 
married, so the coats 

and their magic are up 
for grabs. 

Red Coat

This Leap Year Day, 
bungee jumping is out and 

ballet is in. Greater Lansing 
Ballet dancers Kailen 
Berry of Okemos and 

Rosalind Ames of Grand 
Rapids are wearing Mirella 
leotards, Watercolor skirts 

and Bloch tights, with Ca-
pezio shoes for Ms. Berry 

and Sansha shoes for 
Ms. Ames. It’s all for sale 
(some of it is on sale) at 

the Greater Lansing Ballet 
Co. studio store, 2224 E. 

Grand River Ave., Lansing.

Ballet 
Dancers

According to a little-
known Leap Year rule, de-
creed by Julius Caesar in 
Roman times, confirmed 
in 1582 by Pope Gregory 

XIII, Feb. 29 doesn't count 
toward any New Year's 

diet resolution. Baker 
supreme Morgan Yates 

of Bake N' Cakes, 3003 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing, is 
happy to help you exploit 

the loophole with a marble 
cake topped by 1/29th 

more frosting than usual.

In James Joyce’s “Ulysses,” Dublin pub owner 
Davy Byrne only serves a free drink once in four 
years, on Feb. 29. Partly because of Joyce, and 
partly because the Irish will drink to anything, 
Leap Year drinks pop up from time to time. Eric 
Allchen, general manager of Dublin Square, 217 
Abbot Road, East Lansing, has never been asked 
before, but after 20 seconds or research on his 
iPad, he came up with a Leap Year Cocktail: gin, 
Grand Marnier, sweet vermouth, lemon juice 
and a twist of lemon. It’s not free.

Drink

There’s a long shelf of beloved Dec. 25 movies, 
but Feb. 29 is stuck with 2010’s “Leap Year,” a 
weak romantic comedy with Amy Adams and 
Matthew Goode. The New York Times’ A. O. 
Scott called it “witless, charmless and unimagi-
native.” On the bright side, it has never been 
more timely, and video man Jacob Bahns tells 
us both copies are available for rent at Video to 
Go, 300 N. Clippert St. No. 18, Lansing, despite 
the rush.

Leap Year DVD

Cake
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DEAL OF THE WEEK

SAVE 55% 
AT Colonial Bar & Grille       on SaveLansing.com 

USE BONUS CODE: 
       YUM54

You must sign up and purchase our 
stupendous deals online only at: 

SaveLansing.com

Great food & fun at Colonial 
Family owned since 1965, The Colonial Bar & Grille is 

sure to have something for everyone from watching 

the games, playing pool or just stopping in for lunch. 

Almost all of the menu is made from scratch, including 

a daily soup and specials such as Mexican-style tacos 

with homemade pico de gallo & miniburgers loaded 

with chipotle mayo and sautéed onions.

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
A good repairman is hard to find.
Every four years, the calendar starts to 

shudder and creep out of place, like a dryer 
with a bad belt. Wait too long to fix it and 
the damn thing will creep across the floor.

On schedule, every four years, Feb. 29 
pulls up in a van, grabs a wrench and sets 
the year humming, with no fuss or fanfare.

Where does this quiet fixer come from? 
How does he do it? What, exactly, is he 
fixing?

Don’t jump in the van so fast. Have a 
beer, Leap Year. Tell us your story.

To explain the invisible dance of time, 
Dr. David Batch, director of the Abrams 
Planetarium at MSU, said it’s necessary to 
“back up a little.”

“When the planets were formed … ,” he 
began.

Better get a six-pack.
Before clouds of gas clumped together 

into the Sun and the planets, they were 
nebulous, if not unruly. Gravity walked into 
the solar schoolyard like a nun with a ruler 
and whipped things into order.

“Take something like a nebula, that’s 
spread out and large, and let gravity do 
its thing,” Batch explained. “It’ll shrink 
down. Things will spin. As more and more 
material builds up in the center, the spin 
becomes greater.”

Over time, the sun, the planets, the 
asteroids and whatnot settled into a 
routine. But they all have different sizes 
and distances from each other, so they 
ended up with different spins, at different 
speeds, on different scales.

The large-scale wheeling of the Earth 
around the sun — the first basis for our 
year — isn’t connected in any way with the 
small-scale spin of the Earth on its axis — 
the first basis for our day. They don’t even 
write to each other.

“We’re talking about the rotation of the 
Earth versus the revolution of the Earth,” 
Batch explained. “There’s no connection. 
There’s no reason there would be an equal 

number of days in a year.” 
That’s where Leap Year comes in.
“The way I think about it, it’s an attempt 

to match up the length of time it takes the 
Earth to go around the sun with an even 
number of days,” Batch said.

My grasp of the concept was nebulous, 
even with Batch’s help, until I realized 
that his name reminded me of cookies. I 
pictured the universe as a dysfunctional 
cookie factory where Earth years are 
tubes of cookie dough that hold 365 and 
one-fourth cookies each. The day worker 
in charge of extruding the dough refuses 
to change the cookie size, insisting that a 
cookie must as big as the day is long.

So every year, one-fourth of an extra 
cookie plops down onto the conveyor belt. 
What if the Health Department shows up?

Along comes Leap Year every four years, 
wearing sanitary gloves, to gather the four 
blobs into a full-sized cookie. Every fourth 
batch (small “b”) has 366 cookies. Nothing 
left over.

What would happen if that correction 
weren’t made? After 500 years, there would 
be a blob of dough big enough to make 125 
cookies oozing all over the machinery.

To bring it back to the calendar, if there 
were no leap days, the calendar would lag 
125 days behind the solar year’s familiar 
cycle of the seasons in 500 years. That’s 
about four months. You didn’t plant your 
beans in January? Too bad. No harvest 
for you in May, or whenever the harvest is 
these days.

To get a sense of how little discrepancies 
add up, try turning on your car radio and 
finding a song with a beat that matches the 
windshield wipers. After three or four wipes 
— the Leap Year interval — the match is 
still close. After 10 wipes, you start to hear a 
lag. Another minute or two and it’s obvious 
there was never any relationship at all.

It turns out that if you don’t insert leap 
days, the year’s round of familiar events, 
from monsoon to planting time to harvest 

See Leap Year, Page 18

The quiet fixer
How Feb. 29 keeps the year humming

Courtesy Photo



to ratings sweeps week, will cycle through 
the entire calendar in 1,460 years.

That’s the predicament the Romans 
found themselves in the time of Julius 
Caesar. Over the years, the vernal equinox, 
the first day of spring, had drifted into June. 
Caesar took a rare minute from his far-
flung campaigns to hammer the calendar 
back into shape.

It was time to “intercalate,” or insert 
“extra” days in the calendar to make it march 
in step with the thing it was supposed to 
measure — the “real” year, with its seasons 
and feast days and clearance sales.

The Romans turned to the Egyptians 
for advice, and not just because of the 
gravitational attraction between Caesar and 
Cleopatra. The Egyptians know their solar 
years. Unlike civilizations that used lunar 
calendars, like the Greeks, the Egyptians 
relied on annual rhythms, most of them 
linked to the all-important flooding cycle 
of the Nile.

A wise man named Sosigenes advised 
Caesar to insert a day every four years. 
Egyptians already knew that the day was 
slightly less than 365 and a quarter days 
long (later nailed down to 365.242199 
days), but the four-year leaping scheme 
was close enough for Roman government 
work.

After the Julian reforms, the year was 
still 11 minutes, 14 seconds too long, but 
that would cause much less trouble than 
six hours. “It’s just a longer time before 
it has to be corrected,” Batch said. “But 
most of us are happy with that amount of 
discrepancy.”

In the late 16th century, Pope Gregory III 
spearheaded the last (maybe) adjustment 
to the system. The years 1600, 2000 and 
2400 would stay leap years, but all other 
“century” years would go back to 365 days. 
Gregory also wiped 10 days out of the year 
to make up for the calendar’s gradual drift 
since Caesar’s day.

It took a long time for the Gregorian 
reforms to soak in around the world, 
especially in English-speaking countries 
where the pope wasn’t very popular. That’s 
why George Washington has two birthdays, 
Feb. 11 (when he celebrated it) and Feb. 22 
(when we celebrate it, now that England 
and America begrudgingly adopted the 
Gregorian calendar).

In Britain, the Gregorian reforms stirred 
up street riots over “stolen days.” Those 
kinds of fights seem distant now.

We don’t even use the Sun and planets 
to tell time anymore. Nowadays, a year is 
measured as 290,091,200,400,000,000 
oscillations of cesium. That kind of 
accuracy is too perfect for the wobbles and 
hiccups of the real Earth, buffeted by tiny 
gravitational nudges from Jupiter and the 
other planets. Every now and then, the 
International Earth Rotation Service adds 
or subtracts a “leap second” to the year to 

make super-accurate human-made clocks 
line up with eccentric nature. It may come 
as welcome news for people who want to 
do some more leaping after Feb. 29 that 
a leap second is due to be added June 30, 
2012.

There’s something reassuring about the 
way we take all this in stride. I asked April 
Clobes, vice president and chief operating 
officer at the MSU Federal Credit Union, 
how Leap Year affects the financial world.

“I don’t think I have anything to 
add to your story, as the software is all 
programmed to handle the additional day,” 
she wrote back calmly. Michael Diebold, a 
spokesman for the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Lansing, and Mandalyn Starski of MSU’s 
Pagan student society Green Spiral, both 
told me Leap Year is a non-event for their 
groups. Astrologer Lynn Crandall told me 
the same thing.

Maybe it’s Leap Year’s sheer insignificance 
that makes it worth a salute. For centuries, 
the calendar has been a means of control. 
The Roman calendar, with its endless feast 
days, kept citizens mindful of the imperial 
order. The Christian inheritors of that 
calendar filled it with feasts and saints’ 
days that regulated ritual and behavior 
through the year. In the consumer culture 
of modern America, the same calendar 
has become a rigid round of binge buying, 
yoked to many of those same holidays.

Against that backdrop, Leap Year, the 
quiet fixer, is an oasis of cooperation and 
practicality. It may be the only sane day of 
the year.
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Leap Year
from page 17

Believe it or not, there is a case to be made for Feb. 24.
The cocktail-party showoff term for Leap Year is “bissextile 

year,” which is easy to remember when you recall that Julius 
Caesar was bisexual (“every woman’s husband and every man’s 

wife,” quipped Caesar’s biographer Suetonius).
When Julius Caesar reformed the Roman calendar, he didn’t 
just tack a day on to the end of February. He inserted the 
new day after Feb. 24, “the sixth day before the kalends (be-

ginning) of March,” or, in Latin, “ante diem sextum kalendas 
Martias.” As a result, after Caesar’s reform, there were 

“two sixth days” before March 1, or “bis sextum.” If 
it helps, think of a man cutting in line to see the film 

“Julius Caesar,” ante sextum Marlon Brando. The man barging into the middle of the line, 
not the last person in line, is the “extra” guy. 
Today, we can still find vestiges of this arcane hair-splitting, according to Australian calen-
dar expert Duncan Steel. During leap years, some Roman Catholic Dioceses still shift the 
saints’ days usually celebrated from Feb. 25 through Feb. 28 forward by one day, to Feb. 
26-29. In Belgium’s Benedictine Order of Roman Catholics, the feast of St. Walburga — a 
kindly saint who protects sailors from hydrophobia and storms — shifts from Feb. 25 
to Feb. 26 on leap years. Why would it move, unless Feb. 24, the “real” extra day, hadn’t 
shoved it forward?
Among no-fuss Lansing Catholics, St. Walpurga’s feast day is still Feb. 25. Michael Diebold, 
spokesman for the Diocese of Lansing, looked it up Monday.
“I’m looking at the calendar of saints, and almost every day has a saint’s name,” Diebold 
said. “Today’s saint of the day is St. Gabriel. Tomorrow’s saint is Blessed Daniel Brottier.” 
He paused for dramatic emphasis. 
“I click on Feb. 29 and it’s blank.”
Diebold found only one reference to Leap Year on the Catholic “Saint of the Day” website: 
the 2010 romantic comedy, “Leap Year.”
As Diebold read from the entry, it became clear that the church has moved on to more 
important matters than playing a Leap Year shell game at the tail end of February.
“It has implied cohabitation, some mildly sexual humor, at least two uses of profanity, 
including the ‘s’ word, and a few crass terms,” Diebold read. “That’s the only reference to 
Leap Year here.”

Courtesy Photo

Gilbert & Sullivan’s ‘Pirates of Penzance’ 
has fun with leap year, “although for such 
a beastly month as February, twenty-eight 
days as a rule are plenty.” The gentleman 
hero Frederic is apprentice to a band of 
pirates “until his 21st birthday,” but he 
was born on Feb. 29, so he really faces 
servitude until he’s 62.

Is Feb. 29 really Leap Year Day?

Courtesy Photo



TREE KEEPER -Fruit Tree Pruning Free 
consultation to develop an organic care program. Fertrell 
natural fertilizers, mineral supplements, animal health 
products. 517 648 0527  hooperjwr@hotmail.com

City Pulse is seeking candidates to join its 
sales team.  Full time and part time positions available. Sales 
experience required, preferably in advertising/marketing.  
Opportunity to grow.  EEO.  Submit resume to monique@
lansingcitypulse.com.
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& Brush Removal - Hauling Stump 

Grinding - Bush Pulling Seeding, Snow 
removal and salting

R. Knott



WEDNESDAY

Local soul/blues veterans Twyla “Birdsong” 
Fleming (vocalist) and Mike Skory (keys) 
perform a free set of classic covers Friday at 
the Radisson Hotel’s Capitol City Grille in 
Lansing. The show is a part of “Free Fridays” 
at the restaurant, where guests can listen to live 
music and also take advantage of free appetiz-
ers and $2 wine and draft beers.
This particular gig showcases songs by Etta 
James, Koko Taylor, Marvin Gaye, Luther 
Vandross, Michael Jackson and Whitney 
Houston. Fleming and Skory will be joined on 
stage by a couple of area jazz vocalists, includ-
ing Satin (performing a Houston song) and Ty 
Teon Thompson, who will channel Vandross. 
Fleming’s 9-year-old nephew will also take the 

stage to play a keyboard version of “Crazy Man 
Blues.” 

Friday, March 2 @ Radisson Hotel Lansing - Capitol 
City Grille, 111 N Grand Ave, Lansing, all ages. 
FREE, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Two-time Grammy winners Cathy Fink and Marcy 
Marxer bring their repertoire of traditional and 
contemporary folk, old-time country and swing 
music to the Ten Pound Fiddle on Friday. Billboard 
Magazine called their sound “as close to flawless 
folk-bluegrass as it gets,” praising the pair’s superb 
harmonies and instrumental virtuosity. Fink and 
Marxer, who are known for their light-hearted chil-
dren’s albums, are proficient with the guitar, five-
string banjo, mandolin, cello-banjo, ukulele — and 
some witty chit-chat. The duo began performing 
together in the late 1980s and has since released 
two Grammy-winning albums: “cELLAbration: A 
Tribute to Ella Jenkins” and “Bon Appétit!” They’ve 
also nabbed a few other nominations throughout 
the years. Visit www.tenpoundfiddle.org for more 
information.

Friday, March 2 @ Ten Pound Fiddle – Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 855 Grove St., East Lansing, 
all ages. Box office at 7 p.m., doors 7:30 p.m., 8 p.m. 
show. Tickets are $15 public, $12 Fiddle members, 
$5 students.

Since the early 1960s, Lansing music legend 
“Boogie” Bob Baldori has been rocking crowds 
across the country. In 1966 his band, The Woolies, 
scored a hit single with a cover of “Who Do You 
Love?” (later issued on the “Nuggets” box set). That 
same year the band befriended Chuck Berry and 
began touring and recording albums with the guitar 
icon. Over the years Baldori has also worked and 
recorded with Muddy Waters, John Lee Hooker, 
Del Shannon, and Bo Diddley. While his past is rich 
with rock-n-roll and blues, Baldori is still keeping 
busy. He’s currently playing piano and harmonica 
in Seeley & Baldori — along with fellow-pianist Bob 
Seeley, a nationally renowned boogie-woogie and 
stride pianist. A new 86-minute documentary titled 
“Boogie Stomp!” stars Seeley & Baldori and docu-
ments how the basic elements of boogie-woogie 

rhythm became the backbone of American music. 
The film, showing twice on Saturday at Celebration! 
Cinema, includes live performances and also ties 
together the relationship between blues, jazz, boogie, 
swing, stride, rock, R&B and contemporary pop. 

Saturday, March 3 @ Celebration! Cinema Lansing, 
200 E. Edgewood Blvd, Lansing, all ages, tickets 
range from $6.50 to $8.50, showings at 4:30 p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.

“A Night Under the Covers” this Saturday at The Loft 
brings together six Michigan-metal bands, all per-
forming as a popular band they love. The all-ages 
show was spearheaded by vocalist Alfonso Civile, 
front-man of Know Lyfe, who will perform as the 
Deftones — a group that Civile cites as one of his main 
musical influences. Also taking the stage is Of Virtue 
(as Hatebreed), Crackjaw (as Alice in Chains), Born 
(as Chevelle), Dagon (as Metallica) and Devastator 
(as Slipknot). “It was my idea that I had been mull-
ing over in my head for over a year,” Civile said. “I 
wanted to do something different and get some of 
the best local bands to do something fun together 
and bring some of our favorite influences to life in 
our own ways.” Know Lyfe is supporting its latest 
album, “Empire of Wolves.”  

Saturday, March 3 @ The Loft, 414 E. Michigan 
Ave., Lansing, all ages, $10 advance, $12 at door. 
Doors at 6 p.m.

Cutthroat Shamrock, a Knoxville-based Celtic 
bluegrass-punk band, brings its rowdy sounds to 
Mac’s Bar Monday. The band melds Irish traditions 
with Appalachian rhythms and a touch of punk.  
The five-piece band features Derek McRotten 
(vocals, guitar, mandolin, tenor banjo), Benjamin 
Whitehead (vocals, guitar, mandolin, bouzouki), 
Guido Greaserag (stand-up bass), Suavo (drums) 
and Johnny Hyena (congas, bongos, washboard). 
Warming up the stage with some rustic sounds 
is Devil’s Cut, a local band that’s been gigging 
around Michigan since 2010. The folk-bluegrass-
rock band is releasing its debut CD at the show. 
Also making some roots ruckus will be Filthy Still 
(from Providence, R.I.), along with Rickett Pass, an 
Americana-punk band from Rockwood. Rickett 
Pass features Ted Whitman (washtub), Joe Vega 
(mandolin), Mason Damn Tinsley (banjo and lead 
vocals) and Matt Hicks (guitar).

Monday, March 5 @ Mac’s Bar, 2700 E. Michigan 
Ave., Lansing, 18 and over. $8, 9 p.m.
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We will match all competitor’s prices!

Free Delivery
HEALTHMART.COM

SPECIALIZING IN 
MEDICATION 

COMPOUNDING 
& CONSULTATION

Lansing Community 
Pharmacy 

925 E Kalamazoo
Corner of Kalamazoo 
& Pennsylvania Ave.

(517) 372-5760

Hours: Mon. - Fri.
9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Sat. 9 a.m. -2 p.m.
Closed Sunday



1915 E.  Michigan Ave.  Lansing, MI 48912
(517) 351-9339           www.capmac.net      

  info@capmac.net

Authorized Warranty Service

MICHIGAN
CHILDREN
are living in Foster Care.

Each child needs a safe,
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NEW IN TOWN         Renewed Spirit

New

By  Allison M. Berryman 
When Renewed Spirit 

opened in Okemos last 
January, owner Heidi 
Foland wanted to give her 
customers a refreshing 
experience. 

As it turns out, the 
opening of her first full 
service salon and spa was 
an experience that left her 
own spirit renewed.   

“I was ready for the next 
challenge in life,” Foland 
said. “Before, I was strictly 
a massage therapist. I was 
very limited. I was ready to 
grow as a person and ready 
to grow with the girls that 
work for me.”

While massage therapy 
remains Foland’s forte, 
she wanted her salon to 
include several types of 
services to make Renewed 
Spirit a one-stop shop for 
all things relaxing. 

As a full-service salon 
and spa, it offers services for 
hair, nails, facials, massage, 
waxing and makeup 
application as well.

 Renewed Spirit 's 

featured spa packages, 
which include two or 
more types of services, are 
designed to accommodate 
such occasions as wedding 
day,  girls’ night out and 
special treatments for 
mommies-to-be.

“We have girls working 
here that do 120 percent; 
they do excellent work," 
Foland said. "We’re very 
knowledgeable and keep 
up with the trends, such 
as the latest colors and 
haircuts.”

Renewed Spirit  is 
designed to give customers 
relief from stressful daily 
activities and a brief escape 
from the real world. The 
business's motto is “renew, 
revive and relax”, and the 
staff encourages customers 

to treat themselves with 
a day of pampering and 
relaxation.

Foland strives to build 
friendships with her 
clients. 

“When people come 
here, they will have their 
hair done and they will stay 
for hours, drinking coffee 
with us,” Foland said.

“It’s like you’re sitting 
at your couch at home, 
just having a friendly 
conversation with your 
girlfriends.”

»





City Pulse’s James Sanford 
talks entertainment news 
every Friday around 7:50 am

And hear Berl Schwartz of City Pulse 
call Tim an Ignorant Slut — or worse!
Every Wednesday at 8:30!

www.sucasajewelers.com

&

Food Finder listings are rotated each week based on space. If you have an update 
for the listings, please e-mail food@lansingcitypulse.com.

Eastern tastes
ANQI SUSHI EXPRESS — This 
tiny shop on Allegan Street has 
brought downtown diners what 
they’ve been craving: sushi. beef 
don, Udon soup and all sorts of 
sushi. 111 E Allegan St., Lansing. 
8 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
Closed Saturday and Sunday. 
(517) 485-9688. www.anqisushi.
com. OM, $.

APPLE JADE — Traditional 
Taiwanese and Chinese cuisine 
served in the Frandor Shopping 
Center. Featuring beef, chicken, 
pork, seafood and vegetarian 
entrées, as well as daily lunch 
specials. 300 N. Clippert St., 
Lansing. 11 a.m.-8:30 p.m. Every 
day. (517) 332-1111. TO, RES, $$. 

CHEN’S RESTAURANT — This 
northside stalwart serves stan-
dard Chinese fare in a uniquely 
shaped domed building. 600 E. 
Thomas St., Lansing. 11 a.m.-10 
p.m. Monday-Thursday; 11 a.m.-11 
p.m. Friday & Saturday; Noon-10 
p.m. Sunday. (517) 372-7292. TO, 
D, OM, $. 

CHINA EXPRESS — A small res-
taurant that offers a wide selection 
of lunch and dinner specials, such 
as the Hawaii Five-O (lobster, 
shrimp, scallop, crabmeat and 
chicken) and honey chicken. 1630 
Haslett Road, Suite 2, Haslett. 11 
a.m.-9:30 p.m. Monday–Saturday; 
10 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Sunday. (517) 
339-8318. TO, $. 

EMOS — This deli offers Korean 
cuisine, including spicy chicken 
bulgogi made with thinly sliced 
chicken marinated in garlic, gin-
ger, and soy sauce, then sautéed 
with onion and peppers. $5 lunch 
specials on Monday-Friday from 
10 a.m.-3:30 p.m.. 901 Trowbridge 
Road, East Lansing. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Monday-Thursday, 11a.m.-10 
p.m. Friday and Saturday, Noon-9 
p.m. Sunday. (517) 803-4921. D, 
TO, RES, OM, $$ 

FINE CHINA RESTAURANT — 
Twenty-three chef's specialties 
highlight an extensive menu that 
focuses on seafood and poultry. 
Plenty of lunch special combina-
tion plates and a kids’ menu are 
also available.  1701 S. Waverly 
Road, Lansing. 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 
daily. (517) 321-1879. www.fine-
chinarestaurant.net. TO, D, RES, 
OM, WIFI, $-$$.

FORTUNE HOUSE — This Thai 
and Chinese restaurant across 

from the Lansing Mall serves a 
wide variety of Asian special-
ties. 5407 W. Saginaw Highway, 
Lansing. 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday, 10:30 a.m.-
10:30 p.m. Friday- Sunday. (517) 
321-8808. TO, $

GOLDEN WOK — Dim sum, spicy 
Szechuan fish soup, sesame balls 
and salt and pepper squid are 
among the exotic items on the 
menu at this East Lansing eatery. 
2755 E. Grand River Ave., East 
Lansing. 11 a.m.- 11 p.m. daily. 
(517) 333-8322. TO, D, SS.

HONG KONG — Authentic 
Szechuan cuisine, typically served 
hot and spicy, dominates the 
menu, which features everything 
from lo and chow mein to beef 
with tripe and pork blood. 315 S. 
Homer St., Lansing. 11:30 a.m.-
9:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 11:30 
a.m-10 p.m Friday; Noon-10 p.m. 
Saturday; Noon-8:30 p.m. Sunday.  
(517) 332-5333. TO, D, RES, OM, 
$-$$.  

HOUSE OF ING — A mixture 
of traditional Chinese fare and 
American choices, with many 
seafood, beef, chicken and pork 
entrées to choose from. Friday 
and Saturday night specials 
include prime rib and crab legs. 
4113 S. Cedar St., Lansing.  11 
a.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 11 
a.m. –11 p.m. Friday; Noon-11 p.m. 
Saturday; Noon-10 p.m. Sunday. 
(517) 393-4848. www.houseofing.
com. FB, WB, TO, RES, OM, $-$$.

KAMP BO — Carry-out Chinese 
food served fast: Mandarin 

and Szechuan dishes, house 
specialties and two dozen com-
bination platters. 2220 N. Larch 
St., Lansing. 10 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday; closed Sunday. 
(517) 482-3880. TO only, $.
 
KOREA HOUSE — Look beyond 
the slightly shopworn interior: This 
East Lansing eatery offers such 
treats as tang-su yuk (sweet and 
sour pork served with vegetables, 
raisins and pineapple), bibimbap 
(crispy mixed rice) and a soup 
of seafood, tofu and vegetables, 
served bubbling hot. Full review 
online at tinyurl.com/korea120208. 
978 Trowbridge Road, East 
Lansing.  11 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday; 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Saturday; 12:15-9 p.m. Sunday. 
(517) 332-0608. TO, OM, $$$

THE KUNG FU SZECHUAN 
CUISINE — The Szechuan menu 
ranges from egg rolls and fried 
rice to stir-fried kidney and deep-
fried pork intestine — something 
for everyone. Weekday lunch 
buffet and bubble tea available, 
too.  730 N. Clippert St., Lansing.  
11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Friday; 
noon-10:30 p.m. Saturday; noon-9 
p.m. Sunday.  (517) 333-9993.  
TO, D, WiFi, $$

LAMAI’S THAI KITCHEN — 
Famous for its rotating, daily buf-
fet, Lamai’s is a Thai restaurant 
with a cult following. 2033 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. 11:30 
a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Friday; 
Saturday-Sunday 12 p.m.-8 p.m. 
(517) 267-3888. TO, RES, $$ 



 
MARU SUSHI & GRILL — In addition to its many 
signature sushi rolls, this elegant, intimate restaurant 
also serves hot dishes, like Japanese style beef 
tenderloin and teriyaki chicken, as well as vegetarian 
options. 5100 Marsh Road, Okemos. 11:30 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. and 4-9:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 11:30 a.m-
9:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday; 12 p.m.-9 p.m. Sunday. 
(517) 349-7500. www.marurestaurant.com. FB, WB, 
TO, RES, OM, P, WIFI, $$.  

MUMBAI — Chef Paddy Rawal brings the spice and 
flavor of India to mid-Michigan with a gourmet menu 
filled with authentic cuisine from the subcontinent. 
Elements of Indo-Chinese fusion are also featured, 
as well as a daily lunch buffet. 340 Albert Ave., 
East Lansing. 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. and 5:30-9:30 
p.m.Monday-Thursday; 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. and 
5:30–10:30 p.m. Friday; noon-2:30 p.m. and 5:30-
10:30 p.m. Saturday; noon-9:30 p.m. Sunday; (517) 
336-4150. www.mumbaicuisine.com TO, D, FB, $$$.  
 
NO THAI! — If you have never experienced Thai 
before, this East Lansing restaurant might be a spot 
to check out first. Sauces are homemade from fam-
ily recipes and almost everything is prepared fresh 
on-site. Five levels of spice — which include “weak 
sauce” and “yoga flame” — allow for customizable 
heat. 403 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 11 a.m.-
10 p.m. Monday-Saturday; noon-10 p.m. Sunday, 
(517) 336-5555. TO, OM, $

OMI SUSHI — This sushi bar has a wide variety 
of sushi rolls, including tempura, spicy or vegetar-
ian. Also features appetizers such as lightly salted 
edamame or miso soup. 210 MAC Ave., East Lansing. 
11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Saturday and Sunday 
12:00 pm - 9 p.m. (517) 337-2222. WB,TO, SF $$

PANDA HOUSE — An enormous menu and lots 
of lunch specials, from chop suey and sweet and 
sour dishes to chow mai fun and seafood. 3499 E. 
Lake Lansing Road, East Lansing. 11 a.m.-9:30 
p.m. Sunday-Thursday; 11 a.m.-10:30 p.m. Friday & 
Saturday; (517) 333-1818. SF, TO, D $-$$.
 
RICE KITCHEN — Whether you’ve got a craving for 
late-night munchies or are just in the mood for some 
fast Chinese food, Rice Kitchen should be a number 
on your speed dial. 551 E. Grand River Ave., East 
Lansing. 11 a.m.-11:30 p.m. Monday & Tuesday; 11 
a.m.-4 a.m. Wednesday-Saturday; noon-12:30 a.m. 
Sunday. (517) 336-5810. D, TO, RES, OM at www.
campusfood.com, WiFi, $
 
SANSU — Located in East Lansing’s Hannah Plaza, 
this Japanese restaurant offers a wide selection of 
sushi dishes, from five different kinds of California 
rolls to sashimi for more adventurous eaters. 4750 S. 
Hagadorn Road, East Lansing. 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
and 4:30 p.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Saturday, 3 p.m.-10 
p.m. Sunday. (517) 333-1933, www.sansu-sushi.com. 
FB, TO, RES, OM, $$

SINDHU INDIAN CUISINE — The buffet and a la 
carte menu offer classic Indian dishes like tandoori 
chicken and a variety of vegetarian meals. 4790 S. 

Hagadorn Road, East Lansing. 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday; noon-3 p.m. Friday-Saturday; 5:30 
p.m.-9:30 p.m. for dinner daily. (517) 351-3080. sind-
hurestaurant.com, FB, RES, TO, $$-$$$

SUSHI MOTO — Serving sushi and teriyaki dishes 
on Lansing’s west side. Don’t see what you want on 
the menu? Order an “omakase,” which translates to, 
“I leave it up to you,” and let the chef impress you 
with whatever seasonal ingredients are available. 436 
Elmwood Road, Lansing. 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Monday-
Saturday; noon-9 p.m. Sunday. (517) 580-4321. www.
sushimoto.us. TO, RES, OM, WiFi. $$-$$$.

TASTE OF THAI — This East Lansing eatery serves 
authentic Thai soups; meat, seafood and plenty of 
vegetarian entrées; and a wide selection of noodles 
and fried rice. Appetizers include keow krob (deep-
fried ground pork wontons) and tom yum soup (spicy 
lemon grass with chicken, shrimp or tofu). Weekday 
lunch specials are available. 1105 E. Grand River 
Ave., East Lansing. 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 
11 a.m.-10 p.m. Friday; 1 p.m.-10 p.m. Saturday; 
1 p.m.-9 p.m. Sunday. (517) 324-0225. www.tas-
teofthaimsu.com TO, RES, SF, WiFi $-$$ 

CooperativeYear
of the2012 United Nations

Buying in Bulk is a great way to $ave!
from granola, dried fruit and beans to flour we have it all

Lansing's newest specialty food, beer and wine store.

Say Cheese!

2311 Jolly Rd., Okemos |  www.vineandbrew.com  |  517.708.2030  |  M-Th 10-7, F/Sat 10-8, Closed Sun.

Check out our selection of 
interesting, local and artisan foods

Make any day a party...

Cheese, crackers, olives and more

Unique Pretzels and chips

McClure's, El Azteco, FarmBoy...

DOWNTOWN 
SOCIAL HOUR

SAVE BIG
at some of  Lansing’s best restaurants

visit savelansing.com
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Trusted by growers for over 28 years
www.superiorgrowers.com

West Lansing - 3928 W. Saginaw Hwy. .......... 517.327.1900

Livonia - 29220 Seven Mile Rd. ........................248.957.8421

Howell - 2731 E. Grand River Ave. ....................517.376.6843

NOW WITH FIVE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
East Lansing - 4870 Dawn Ave. ..................... 517.332.2663

South Lansing - 5716 S. Pennsylvania Ave..... 517.393.1600

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT.

Hydrofarm 
Xtrasun 6” 
Air-Coolable 

PlantMax 
1000W HPS Bulb

SG Lite 
1000w MH/HPS

Ballast 

Hydrofarm 
24 Hour,  
15A Grounded 
Mechanical 
Timer

Sun System 
Budget Grow II 
1000w MH/HPS 
Switchable Ballast

Titan Controls® 
Apollo 6
24hr Analog 
Timer

Sunlight Supply
Yield Master II
6’’ Classic

*Price Beater Guarantee

PlantMax 
1000W HPS Bulb

Your ChoiceHydroFarm OR 
Sunlight Supply 
Full 1000 Watt 
MH/HPS System 

 OFF
Stack up the savings
on ALL Advanced Nutrients products!
(SGS Livonia and W. Saginaw-Lansing stores only.)

Buy one of these systems and SGS  
will give you a 100ML bottle of 

 
(That’s a $22.00 value!)FREE!


