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City Pulse turns 13 this week, and to 
celebrate, we are offering our first-ever 
Cheap Issue.

We offered advertisers a special deal: Run 
a coupon this week and receive at least 50 per-
cent off. The result: 34 local coupons. That’s a 
win-win for advertisers and readers alike.

Which is great, because City Pulse de-
pends on both. We have virtually no paid 
subscriptions. We thought The Cheap Is-
sue would be a great way to say thank you 
to both.

To make this issue work for our printer, 

we had to put our news section on hold for a 
week, but it will be back next week and bet-
ter than ever in the hands of our new editor, 
Belinda Thurston.

As we begin year 15, City Pulse is strong. 
We are distributing close to 20,000 copies 
a week, nearly 95 percent of which typically 
get picked up. More and more advertisers 
are discovering us. A sincere thank you to 
both and to everyone listed to the right in 
our masthead who make City Pulse possible.

— Berl Schwartz
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I ran into a former colleague from the 
Lansing State Journal as I left the Water-

front Bar & Grille 
last Friday.

His first words 
to me were, “You’re 
with the enemy 
now.”

This snarky 
comment was in 
reference to my be-
coming editor of 
City Pulse.

But in the last 
few years I’ve been active in the community, 
anything but being an enemy.

I realized he doesn’t know me, and nei-
ther do many of you. Let me introduce 
myself with 10 things I want you to know 
about me:

10. I might be rusty and a little nervous
Even after 20 years in daily news, jump-

ing back into the game feels like the curtain 
lifting on the stage. Will I connect with the 
community? Can I help cultivate good sto-
ries? Can we grow good writers? 

9. I’m mixed, but not mixed up
I’m a mixed-race woman originally 

from Washington, D.C. Don’t ask me my 
race or what I’m “blended” with. I can get 
rather ornery depending on if I choose to 
answer. And really, what does the answer 
tell you about me?

8. I’m not fashion-forward 
My wardrobe is a blend of deals from 

St. Vincent’s Catholic Charities (we call it 
St. Vinnys Couture) and what’s left over 
from my upper-management, executive-
aspiring days.

7. I love yoga
I own a donation-based yoga studio. That 

black Toyota Yaris with the JustBYoga mag-
net on the back is mine. Drive a safe distance 
behind me. I might stop for squirrels, chil-
dren or bicyclists.

6. I stop for animals and I love the 
planet

I have a pet-rescue habit. Dogs and cats 
that need a home find me. I have created 
Facebook pages for animals. I even stopped 
traffic on Mt. Hope for a mother duck and 
her ducklings once.

I love hiking at the Woldumar and biking 
on the River Trail. I love to fly fish, specifi-

cally for trout. We’ve got a garden at the yoga 
studio and I know tons of local farmers.

5. Yes, Baratunde Thurston is my 
brother

Nuff said. If you don’t know who he is, 
Google him.

4. I didn’t major in journalism
I’m just newsie by nature. I was trained 

one editor and newspaper and community 
at a time. I believe news writers need to 
know and write about life, not the systems 
and the politics. We should be plugged in 
and having conversations. I am animated 
and passionate about writing and storytell-
ing.  I want readers to be informed, engaged, 
enlightened, uplifted and empowered. I be-
lieve in experimenting with new things, new 
tools, new storytelling techniques.

3. Social media — digital media — 
multimedia. #Yes!

We will do all these things. Maybe 
not perfectly. But better than we have. I 
promise.

2. LGBTQ
I’m in a same-sex relationship. It’s my 

first open same-sex relationship. Nope, no 
kids. Never been married. Don’t know if I 
want to be. That’s about all you get about 
my personal life for now.

1. I love Lansing
I can still taste the fresh clean air that 

struck me when I arrived in Lansing in 
2004. It was a stark contrast to the smog 
in Dallas. This was crisp, green, alive. It felt 
like a homecoming. People were open and 
friendly. The sky was beautiful and inviting. 
I felt like myself.

Becoming the editor of City Pulse feels 
like that breath of fresh air all over again.

In some ways Just B Yoga gave me an op-
portunity to be on a long-term embedded as-
signment in Lansing.

You’ve shared your aches and pains. 
You’ve shared your dreams and your failings. 
You have big and poignant stories to tell.

I am honored to have a role in telling them.
I am Belinda. You can call me B.

10 things to know about the new City Pulse editor

BELINDA THURSTON

Correction
Because of a reporting error, a story last 

week on City Pulse’s new editor, Belinda 
Thurston, misstated her academic back-
ground. Her only degree is a bachelor’s in 
English from the University of Pittsburgh.

A birthday present for readers, advertisers
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By LAWRENCE COSENTINO

S
uzanne Love pulled Henry David Thoreau’s 
“Walden” from the shelf two weeks ago. She 
hadn’t looked at it since college.

Back then, it was required reading. Now it’s 
more like an inner voice.

At 66, Love retired on a fixed income last year.
“To maintain one’s self on this earth is not a 

hardship but a pastime, if we will live simply and 
wisely,” Thoreau wrote.

Simplification takes many forms. Some people do without 
cable TV or catch their own meal of fish now and then. Other 
folks go all in and change their lives from top to bottom.

Suzanne Love is somewhere in between. Duane El-
gin, guru of the simplicity movement, has pointed out 
that most people who choose a life of “conscious sim-
plicity” don't live in the backwoods or on farms, but in 
cities or suburbs.

“I didn't know this was a movement,” Love said with a 
smile. “But I’m simplifying, for sure.”

She loves to talk with people, read and think. She wants 
to reconnect with friends and neighbors, do volunteer 
work and take some time to just figure life out.

“I was busy at a job,” she said. “Now I have a chance to 
work.”

She drew up a budget: $40 a week for food. So far she's 
holding firm.

The backyard of her small Eastside house is fenced in 
by reused oak pallets and shaded by unkempt weed trees 

and mulberries that seeded themselves. Gravel 
and stones crunch underfoot. 

“This is kind of my Walden Pond,” she said.
A Buddhist shrine of glass brick and cheap lawn 

ornaments rests serenely under the shrubbery. (She’s 
not a Buddhist, but she meditates.)

Love has already been simplifying for a while. She got 
rid of her 1963 Corvair in 1970 and hasn’t owned a car 
since. She walks wherever possible. 

“The swiftest traveller is he that goes afoot,” 
Thoreau wrote. 

There’s also CATA. “I raised my daughter with a bus, 
and she’s raising her children with the bus,” Love said.

Modern conveniences don’t always interfere with 
simplification. To help meet her retirement budget, 
she cut out her book and magazine allotment of $50 a 
month, bought a Kindle and downloads materials free 
from the library.

Like Thoreau, she has no hankering to travel.
“My retirement destination is right here,” she said.
Yvonne LeFave is a database administrator (“a geek,” 

she said) for the state of Michigan. She swapped cars for 
bikes in the early 1990s and uses low-cost “electrohuman 
hybrids” like her Stites Design Truck Trike for heavy jobs.

LeFave is a conscious simplifier, geek style. She de-
clared that “probably all” the threads of her life connect 
with Thoreau’s. She doesn't have a TV. Her sole vanity is 
her early adopter compulsion.

On a bright Friday morning last week, the quietude of 

Vine Street on Lansing’s east side was not shattered by the 
whisper-like whir of LeFave’s latest metal mantis.

“How many cars could deal with that?” LeFave asked.
“That” was a huge plywood cabinet a resident had 

tossed to the curb. It was more than 8 feet long — more 
than LeFave expected — but she wrangled it onto the 
Truck Trike all the same. The job began with a good 
omen. Inexplicably, a crumpled-up dollar bill rested on 
top of the cabinet.

She pocketed the wig and whisked the behemoth to the 
former gas station at 1715 E. Kalamazoo St., soon to be 
the home of the Lansing Bike Co-op, where it will come in 
handy for tools and spare parts.

LeFave was intrigued by her grandparents who grew up 

See Walden, Page 6
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‘Walden’ in the city
Lansing area simplifiers go for less stuff and more soul

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse

Yvonne LeFave swapped cars for bikes in the early 1990s 
and uses low-cost "electrohuman hybrids" like this Stites 
Design Truck Trike for heavy jobs. 



CALL  517-455-4305 FOR FLYERS   E-MAIL: TAKEMEAWAYTOURS@OUTLOOK.COM

 WE JUST JOINED A PARTNERSHIP  WITH  
SPORTS, TRAVEL & TOURS 

"ANY GAME-ANY PLACE- ANY TIME"   Website Coming Soon!
Ex. Trips: The Masters, The British Open, Super Bowl, Hall of Fame Ceremonies etc. 

LUXURY BUS TOURS

COLLETTE  VACATIONS 
LONDON/PARIS 

Eiffel Tower Dinner, London Theatre Performance, Buckingham Palace
CALIFORNIA COAST 

Big Sur, San Diego, Monterey, San Francisco & more!
ROCKIES RAIL HIGHLIGHTS 

Banff, Icefields Parkway, Vancouver & More
GREECE & ITS ISLANDS 

Athens, The Acropolis Olympia, Santorini & More
BEIJING CITY STAY 

The Great Wall, Peking Opera, Beijing Zoo & More
NATIONAL PARKS OF AMERICA Scottsdale, Grand Canyon, Salt 

Lake City, Old Faithful, Mt. Rushmore, Yellowstone & More

DETROIT RED WINGS  7:30pm games on Oct. 31 
(free Halloween t-shirt) & Dec. 31 (New Year’s Eve Party)

MYSTERY COLOR  TOUR 3-hour Lunch Cruise on Lake Michigan, 
Casino, Fun & Food! Oct. 14-15

CHICAGO HOLIDAY TRIP Hilton Palmer House, Nov. 28-29
GREEKTOWN CASINO Receive $20 bonus play, Sept. 7 & Oct. 31 

$20 OFF
PER PERSON ON THE 

LUXURY BUS TRIPS LISTED ABOVE. 
Excluding Greektown Casino
EXPRIES: November 1, 2014

Congratulations to you

(517) 484-5327  | 1124 E. Mt. Hope, Lansing | www.smithfloral.com | friend us on Facebook

Coupon not applicable for metal art work, produce, sale items 50% off or more 
and large parties or wedding orders. Management reserves the right to decline 
excessive purchases. Cannot combine with frequent purchaser points.

For your 13 years of dedication to an 
“alternative” way of reporting what is 
important to the Lansing area.  

We are proud to have you as a small 
business partner!

LANSING - OFF SOUTH CEDAR AT 1-96
VISIT CELEBRATIONCINEMA.COM OR CALL 393-SHOW

US 127 & Lake Lansing Rd
www.NCGmovies.com  

(517) 316-9100
Student Discount with ID 

ID required for “R” rated films

during the Great Depression: They didn’t 
drive and re-used everything.

She read books by influential simpli-
fiers, including Duane Elgin’s “Voluntary 
Simplicity” and Bruce Elkin’s “Simplicity 
and Success.” The endless reuse ideas of 
Amy Dacyczyn (creator of “Tightwad Ga-
zette”) made a deep impression.

She retired her 1977 Thunderbird, 
which cost her a dollar to buy but consid-
erably more to maintain, and started bik-
ing everywhere. To cut her grocery bill, 
she started bulk shopping, but it’s hard to 
do that on a conventional bike.

LeFave was the first person in Mich-
igan to own an ELF, a three-wheeled 
bubble-shelled bike with a trunk for 
cargo and a solar-powered assist mo-
tor. One more acquisition — a CETMA 
Stretch “Cargo Margo” — is on the way 
(after she got a deal on a used one). Le-
Fave has big plans for her little fleet, 
which is part of her new business, Go 
Green Trikes LLC, a green delivery and 
hauling business.

“The best thing is, they let me live the 
way I want to live, which is non-car,” she 
said.

Not all simplifiers are proselytizers. 

Dawn and Matt Hill aren’t dogmatic about 
their way of life. Unlike snobs who can’t 
wait to point out that they have no TV, you 
have to ask them about it.

“I can't imagine paying so much for ca-
ble,” Dawn said. “It’s a waste of time and 
kind of boring.”

The porch of their northside home is 
piled with evidence of active play, from 
guitars to hula-hoops. The table is heaped 
with about 50 freshly picked onions. Their 
garden is bursting with greens, carrots, 
chard, beets and enough squash to last 
much of the winter.

There are two woodpiles in the back-
yard, one messy and one orderly. 

“Every man looks at his woodpile 
with a kind of affection,” Thoreau wrote. 

They’d love to cut out cars entirely, but 
with three kids, they’re pleased to make 
do with one. Matt commutes to his job at 
Impression 5 Science Museum in all kinds 
of weather. “It’s a nice quiet time for me,” 
Matt said. “I’m not distracted.”

They’ve been raising chickens for five 
years, but that didn't necessarily simplify 
life. “They're friends” Dawn said. “If you 
name them, it’s over with. But we get about 
an egg a day.”

“I am wont to think that men are 
not so much the keepers of herds as 
herds are the keepers of men,” Tho-

Walden
from page 5
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See Walden, Page 8

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse

Dawn and Matt Hill live with three kids, four chickens, a bountiful garden and no TVs in 
their North Lansing home.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
ORDINANCE # 2580

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LANSING, MICHIGAN, PROVIDING FOR THE REZONING OF 
A PARCEL OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE CITY OF LANSING, MICHIGAN AND FOR 
THE REVISION OF THE DISTRICT MAPS ADOPTED BY SECTION 1246.02 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES.

 The City of Lansing ordains:

Section 1. That the district maps adopted by and incorporated as Section 1246.02 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Lansing, Michigan be amended to provide as follows:

To change the zoning classification of the property described as follows:
Case Number: Z-3-2014
Address:  616 S. Washington Avenue
Parcel Number: PPN: 33-01-01-16-384-051
  Legal Descriptions: Lots 3 & 4, also East 2 Rods Lots 5 & 6 Block, 158  
  Original Plat, City of Lansing, Ingham County, MI, from “F-1” Commercial & 
  “DM-4” Residential Districts to “G-1” Business District. 

Section 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions hereof are hereby 
repealed.

Section 3. This ordinance was duly adopted by the Lansing City Council on August 11, 2014, and 
a copy is available in the office of the Lansing City Clerk, 9th Floor, City Hall, 124 W. Michigan 
Avenue, Lansing, MI 48933.

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect upon the expiration of seven (7) days from the date this 
notice of adoption is published in a newspaper of general circulation.

CHRIS SWOPE, LANSING CITY CLERK
                     CP#14_205

reau wrote. 
If dreams count for anything, put Caleb 

Kisor into the “all-in” group of simplifiers.
Three months ago, Kisor, 36, moved 

into a 3-acre lot in Dimondale, just south 
of the Lansing city limits. He wants to 
build a cobb house, with walls of mud, 
clay and straw, for his mother, Gwendo-
lyn Kisor, or “G.G.” She’s studying a book, 
“Cobb to Code,” to help navigate the le-
galities of building such a house.

“Shall we forever resign the plea-
sure of construction to the carpenter?” 
Thoreau asked.

The house is just the beginning. Togeth-
er, they plan to terraform a grassy field into 
an “edible forest” of fruit and nut trees and 
berry bushes.

“This will be my living legacy,” said G.G., 
63. The drought-resistant forest will mature 
in about 20 years. By then, Caleb plans to be 
“totally off grid.” Solar panels, wind turbines 
and hoop houses are all part of the plan.

“This old lady wants to be a pioneer,” 
Caleb said affectionately. “My duty as a son 
is to try my best to make it happen.”

Last week, they were planning one of 
the first projects. A dry creek bed lined 
with rocks will divert storm runoff into 
the pond, away from the lowlands where 

G.G.’s cobb house will go. The pond, full 
of fish, adds a touch of Thoreau to their 
ambitious plans.

“I don't know how long God plans on 
me being involved in it, but it's a pretty 
clear picture,” G.G. said.

Simplifying life can be a survival tactic, 
a conscious decision or a natural flow. Ev-
eryone will define it differently, but it often 
boils down to two things: Less stuff and 
more soul.

“I sometimes caught a mess of fish 
for my dinner,” Thoreau wrote.

In the heart of Lansing, people fish the 
Grand River every day, some for food, some 
for fun. Last Thursday, Michael Conrad of 
Lansing was settled in under the Saginaw 
Street Bridge with a buddy.

“I like to eat fresh fish,” Conrad said. 

“You can go to private lakes and pay $35, 
limit 11 fish.”

He tugged the pole. “It’s peaceful and 
relaxing.”

Conrad's friend, sitting nearby on the 
rocks, was fishing only for the sport. “I give 
‘em to him,” he said, nodding at Conrad.

Across the river near the Brenke Fish 
Ladder, a Lansing man who only gave his 
first name — Demetrius — checked his pole. 

“I’ve been fishing this river for five years,” 
he said. He agreed to have his picture tak-
en, then turned purposefully around to 
attend to his line. Without a word, he sat 
down and looked into the water.

I asked no more questions.
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Walden
from page 6
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“This old lady wants to be a 
pioneer. My duty as a son is to try 

my best to make it happen.” 
-Caleb Kisor
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By DYLAN SOWLE
Paying for things is stupid. The man 

is always trying to keep you down by de-
manding that you hand over your hard-
earned currency. There may be no such 
thing as a free lunch, but that doesn't mean 
you can't crash the buffet. 

Hold on tight while we suck up every 
last drop of discount in Lansing.

• Going to the movies is a painfully ex-
pensive ordeal, but in Grand Ledge, the 
one-room Sun Theatre is your beacon of 
hope with $2 movies. Take a moment to 
rejoice. And just down the street from the 
Sun every Friday night through Aug. 29 
there are free outdoor movies being shown 
in the park. Live on the east side? No prob-
lem. The (unrelated) Sun Theatre Wil-

liamston features $4 movies. 
• Libraries are good for borrowing free 

books and getting shushed by old ladies, but 
you can also take advantage of the Capital 
Area District Library’s MeLCat system, 
which allows you to get books and other 
media sent to you from over 400 libraries 
around Michigan. And if you're lacking in 
the computer department, the libraries are 
about the only place where you can use one 
for free whenever you want.

• What's awesome about Lansing is that 
there are so many events that are free to 
get into. Mac’s Bar has free comedy on 
Mondays. Michigan State University has 

Downtown Lansing's 
only Brewery

— AUGUST22ND —

— AUGUST15TH —

����9�9�9999��
�9��9�9�99�

����9�9�99�9��9�

�999�9��99�9�
�9����9�

�99�9���

��999���999��9�9��9

99999�9�9��999�99�9

99�99�9�99�99�9���99��99999
99�9����999�99��9�9�999�9�9

402 S. Washington Ave.    (517) 977-1349

999999999999999999
Sun-Wed 11 a.m.-11 p.m. Thurs-Sat 11 a.m.-midnight
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Lansing 
hacks
A brief guide to cheap 
and free entertainment 
options in the capital city 

See Hacks, Page 12

ENTERTAINMENT

City Pulse File Photo

If you’re on a budget, you can catch $2 
movies at the Grand Ledge Sun Theatre.
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two museums and free bowling Wednes-
day nights. And we have so many free fes-
tivals all year long it’s overwhelming. Take 
advantage of it!

• Horrocks Farm Market is a drinkers 
paradise, whether it’s just a jolt of caffeine 
or something for the over-21 crowd. You’ve 
got a free coffee bar and a wine tasting bar, 
and shoppers recently have been given the 
upgrade option to purchase a 12-ounce 
beer to drink while they shop. With great 
power comes great responsibility, people.

• Free samples are your friend. On Sat-
urdays, Meijer is full of people trying to fill 
your hands with as many little plastic cups 
full of food as possible. Pro tip: if you walk 
by any Chinese restaurant in a mall food 
court about once every 15 minutes, they'll 
force bourbon chicken on you every time.

• This one’s cheating a little, but here 
goes: If you and a friend are getting foun-
tain drinks at a sit-down restaurant, get 
cozy and share one. If it’s a self-serve and 
they offer you a size option, don’t pay for 
a larger size when you can just refill the 
small one. And make sure you take one for 
the road because at some point in your life, 
you’ll be thirsty again.

• Stop paying for lots and meters if there 
are side streets within a few blocks where 
you can park for free. Walnut and Chestnut 
streets just west of Lansing Community 
College can save an industrious commute 
hundreds of dollars that I didn't spend on 
ramp parking when I was in school.

• If you’re heading to the Lansing City 
Market and all eight parking spots are 

filled, park for free at the Lansing Center 
parking lot across the street. Just tell the 
attendant where you’re going. Of course, 
if yo go somewhere else downtown after-
ward, who’s to know? 

• If you're heading into East Lansing 
with a car (God help you), ditch the vehicle 
in the Frandor Shopping Center lot and 
pay the $1.25 to ride the bus into town. Or 
if it’s between 4 p.m. and midnight, hit up 
the free street parking in the residential 
area north of Albert Street and try to avoid 
the flying ping pong balls and plastic cups.

• Still got your old college ID? Just 
shave off that trendy lumberjack beard 
and use your alma mater to keep getting 
you discounts and half-priced stuff. And 
don’t feel guilty: We can probably all agree 
if you're still paying student loan debt, that 
qualifies you for the student rate. 

• There’s an entire page on the Lansing 
Craigslist site dedicated to people trying to 
give away their old stuff for free. A lot of 
it is just piles of crap and weird kid-made 
crafts, but there’s some gold in there too. 
Just bring a friend — we don’t need anoth-
er news story.

• If you’re swimming through mid-
Michigan trying to leech bandwidth like 
an Internet parasite, there are plenty of 
nice cafes where you can suck free WiFi 
in peace. Just buy one (refillable) coffee 
or a happy hour beer and the proprieters 
should leave you alone while you cling to 
your device in the corner.

• If you want to find the buried trea-
sure, you’ve got to climb in a Dumpster 
every now and then. But it’s worth it — I 
once found an entire Dumpster full of 
rollerblades in Frandor. And if you walk 
outside the dorms after MSU’s end-of-se-
mester clean-out, you will have everything 
you need to furnish a new home. Sure, you 
have to suck up your dignity, but sticking it 
to the man’s worth it. Right? 

— Our Dad and Grandfather, Ken Slocum circa 1982 —

West Lansing | (517) 323-6800 | 3700 W. Saginaw Hwy.
Grand Ledge | (517) 622-4855 | 516 S. Jefferson St.
Downtown Lansing | (517) 203-5348 | 220 S. Washington Sq.

BUY 2
GET 1 FREE

—equal or lesser value—

participating locations only
no exceptions

DEADLINE 9/2/14

FREE COMBO
—with any sandwich purchase

of $8.00 or more—

participating locations only
no exceptions

DEADLINE 9/2/14

First visit only $32 
for massage therapy

Pricing is �exible 
on subsequent visits

Specializing in
 Myo-fascial Release     Soft-Tissue Mobilization

Corporate Chair Massage
Stress Relief

Special Events

 O�ce Visits

REASONABLE RATES!

By Appointment only

(517) 410-1909
3480 Dunkel Road, Lansing
bhu�.camt@gmail.com

“. . . must be seen to be believed.“
~ EncoreMichigan.com

“. . . a wild, hysterically funny, and
thoroughly entertaining two-man show 
about the excesses of Broadway.” 
~ Lansing State Journal

Williamston Theatre
122 S Putnam St.,Williamston

517-655-7469
www.williamstontheatre.org

July 10 - August 17, 2014

Music by Jed Feuer
Book and Lyrics by Boyd Graham

Directed by Rob Roznowski
Musical Director: Jeffrey English
Featuring: Matthew Gwynn and 

Zev Steinberg

“. . . Gwynn and Steinberg are fearless 
and funny.” 
~ Lansing City Pulse

“. . . a zany look at some of the most 
famous personages in world history” 

~ New Monitor
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Hacks
from page 10

PARKING

AND THE REST

FOOD/DRINK
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Many more Michigan-Made Foods
and Michigan-Themed Gifts!

10% OFF REGULAR PRICE
 of Your Total Purchase

Excludes alcoholic beverages
One coupon per customer

Expires 8/31/14

408 E. Grand River
Old Town Lansing
(517) 487-6847

www.oldtown-generalstore.com

Michigan
Foods & Gifts
Local produce, Michigan wine and

craft beer, t-shirts, drinkware,
 and much more!
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By NATHAN KARK
Lansing’s rural areas are filled with 

farmers who grow too much for their 
own consumption. The result is the 
“ditch stand,” a place where freshly har-
vested goodies are positioned for people 
to pick up as they pass by. Some farmers 
simply ask for a donation for their ef-
forts while others just give it away. One 
thing you can count on is that most of 
the farmers will come out to say hello, 
boast about their growing practices, 
and tell you what they plan on harvest-
ing next — valuable intelligence for fu-
ture trips. Mid-summer through mid-fall is 

prime ditch stand season. Half of the fun 
is finding them yourself, but some gen-
eral hot-spots for ditch stands tend to 
be south of Lansing around Holt, Mason 
and Charlotte; east of Lansing toward 
Williamston; north around DeWitt; 
and west around the Grand Ledge area. 
Be sure to get off the main drag for the 
best results. A trip down College Road 
frequently results in giant zucchini. A 
country home west of DeWitt on Herbi-
son Road near Wacousta Road is churn-
ing out delicious cucumbers. There are 
also a lot of farmers producing fresh eggs 
south of Lansing. Though the eggs are 
generally not free, they are significantly 
cheaper than you can find in-store.

We live in a beautiful area filled with 
places you would never expect, dotted 
along the way with some of the best pro-
duce you maybe never thought to look 
for. Have fun exploring — you never 
know what you may find out there.  Newsmakers

THIS WEEK: State Legislature

Watch past episodes at vimeo.com/channels/citypulse

Newsmakers

Michigan Pride chairwoman 
Emily Horvath

State Rep. nominee
Jon Hoadley

9

Hosted by 
Berl Schwartz

THIS WEEK: Michigan Gay Pride

40% off  one item!
One coupon per visit

 Expires 8/24/14
*Excludes Brighton and Hallmark Ornaments

Come visit us during 
the Sundried Music 

Festival! 

August 22-24!

Hours:
Mon-Fri: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. | Saturday: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. | Sunday: Noon-5 p.m.

Kean’s Store Co.   406 S. Je�erson St., Downtown Mason   (517) 676-5144

Open till 8 p.m. on the 
Saturday of the fest!

For more information, visit
www.schulerbooks.com

Local Author Night

Wed, Aug. 20 @7pm 
Meridian Mall location

featuring
J.R. ARMSTRONG

(Beg(ga) (he)r)

LIA FARRELL
(Two Dogs Lie Sleeping)

LIZ HOMER
(Pioneers, Reformers, 

and Millionaires)
DOUGLAS TREVOR

(Girls I Know)
K.M. ZAHRT

(Odd Man Outlaw)

Friday, June 20 @6pm 
Eastwood Towne Center

Talk & Signing with 
THE INCREDIBLE 

DR. POL!

Thu., Aug. 28 @7pm 
Meridian Mall location

Meet the star of Nat Geo Wild’s 
The Incredible Dr. Pol, as he talks 
about his new memoir Never Turn 
Your Back on an Angus Cow: My 

Life as a Country Vet!
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Digging 
ditch stands
To find low-cost produce 
on the cheap, get rural  

Nathan Kark/City Pulse

There are no shortage of ditch stands in 
the Lansing area, where farmers share 
their overages for free or low cost. 



Presenting an exquisitely curated selection of 
artist-made jewelry, art to wear,  pottery, woodworking, glass, paper products.

211 M.A.C. Avenue, East Lansing | 517.351.2211 | mackerelsky.com | Find us online! 

Celebrating the 
Handmade and 

Function in Art and 
Craft since 1990.

Continuing service 
to the community 
by the original 

proprietors

Committed to 
perpetuating the 

livelihoods of 
creative individuals

20% OFF
THE PURCHASE OF ANY ONE ITEM

Expires: August 20, 2014

THE CHEAP ISSUE City Pulse • August 13, 2014 | 17



By BILL CASTANIER
If you’re not too picky and you can wait 

to read recent bestsellers, books are easy to 
snag for a couple bucks or even free.

The first place to look is at library book 
sales. The East Lansing, Delta Township, 
DeWitt, Mason, Haslett and downtown 
Capital Area District Library branch all have 
ongoing sales in permanent stores within 
their libraries. Check library websites for 
times and locations.

Libraries generally have sales in the fall 
and spring. The best way to learn about 
times, dates and locations is to check with 
the website booksalefinder.com. 

Grand Ledge Library and St. Johns 
Library both hold library sales the third 
weekend of the month; Grand Ledge’s is on 
Fridays and Saturday, St. Johns’ is on Satur-
day mornings. The most recent listings also 
show Delta Township Library will host its 

semi-annual book clean out on Aug. 22-23.
Also be sure to check out the semi-annual 

Mid Michigan Antiquarian Book and Paper 
Show at the Lansing Center Oct. 5. The show 
is managed by Ray Walsh, the proprietor of 
Archives Book Shop and Curious Book Shop 
in East Lansing. Walsh likes to point out 
that the nearly 1 million books on sale at the 
show include pricey collectibles but also low-
priced reading copies. 

Some of the best sources for used and 
cheap books are area thrift shops where you 
can pick up books starting at four books for 
$1. Included on that list are local Salvation 
Army, Goodwill, Volunteers of America, St. 
Vincent DePaul and Value Land World Mis-
sion stores. Not to be forgotten is the MSU 
Surplus Store on the campus of Michigan 
State University where each Tuesday and 
Friday at least 15 carts of books are put up for 
sale for $1 or $2 a book. Books range from 
textbooks to bestsellers and come primarily 
from donations.

Lansing’s two local Schuler Books & Mu-
sic stores also offer extensive collections of 
quality used books, sometimes including 
bestsellers at half price.

For those with e-readers, classics and 
other books outside copyright protection 
can often be downloaded for free. If you 
don’t mind subscribing, there are also hun-
dreds of thousands of books available for 
as little as $10 a month from sites such as 
Scribd, Oyster and Kindle Unlimited. It’s 
worth trolling Amazon for free or low cost 
e-books that are offered as promotional 
items. One website with a free subscrip-
tion is Bookbub, which will email you titles 
of e-books that are discounted or free. Ju-
lia Glass’ “Three Junes” was offered for 
$1.99 as an e-book recently. There are also 
random niche sites such as Open Culture, 
which recently offered nine books by Noam 
Chomsky online for free. 

But the best way to find free books is from 
a friend, or borrowed from your local library 
where you pay for unlimited use of books 
through millage. But remember to return 
them promptly and in good condition. 

BUY ONE
WRISTBAND

GET ONE FREE!
— MI Pride Festival —

Expires 8/23/14

37

Commercial & Residential
Fully Insured

Call Joan at:
(517) 881-2204

Lakeview
Apartments

(517) 339-3303

Ask about our specials
Starting at $585.00

Lakefront living!
Boating and fishing
Close to MSU on CATA
Bus routes
Next to elementary school                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

THE CHEAP ISSUE18 | City Pulse • August 13, 2014

Read ‘em 
and cheap
A guide to free and low-
cost reading options



By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
A spur-jingling cowpoke saunters 

through a Western street, picking up 
snatches of drama from every door: Guf-
faws, gunshots, a baby crying, some honky-
tonk piano, sighing lovers, the crash of the 
obligatory troublemaker flying through a 
plate glass window. He raises an eyebrow, 
touches his gun and moves on.

Now it’s your turn, pilgrim — and if you 
don't know how to saunter, attend a free 
workshop. This weekend, the Renegade 
Theatre Festival, in its ninth year, is about to 
corral most of Lansing’s established theater 
companies, several independent presenters 
and a crowded sideshow of music, spoken 

word and other events into one Wild West 
theater free-for-all. (See schedule and de-
scriptions on pages 20-21.) 

Why did they have to come here and make 
so much trouble, Marshal? Simple. Lansing 
has the theater talent in spades, and the per-
fect 1880s set — the real thing, actually.

“We're giving you a space and 50 chairs 
and that’s it,” co-organizer Chad Badgero 
said, spitting tobacco into the dust. “We’re 
not going to tell you what you can and 
can’t do.”

Twirling her Colt .45, co-organizer Me-
lissa Kaplan explained that there is no “cu-
ratorial process.” Hell, the nearest curator is 
three days’ ride away.

“We open the doors and send invitations 
to all Lansing theaters and past participants,” 
Kaplan said. “The only way we would turn 
people away is if they were doing something 
that is illegal or outright inhumane or cruel.” 

Each year, word of mouth brings inde-
pendent presenters and other theater groups 
to town. This year there are more than ever.

As always at Renegade, the subject matter 
ranges wildly, from Peppermint Creek The-
ater Co.’s bisexual-confusion drama “Cock” 
and Williamston Theatre’s horrific “Camp-

fire” to the pizzazz of Riverwalk’s musical 
“Just Wanna Dance” and a life lesson deliv-
ered by talking fruit (Ngoc Van obi Troung’s 
“Orange You Perfect”). 

The cubbyholes, alleys and storefronts of 
Old Town suit Renegade perfectly. It doesn’t 
matter whether new businesses move in, old 
ones fold up or long-empty spaces stay emp-
ty. Renegade adapts equally to gentrification 
and decay by latching on to the happening 
spots and occupying the dead ones.

This year, there are events tailored to 
spiffy new gathering places like the Old Town 
General Store, with its high-end comestibles 
and flower-filled “secret garden” courtyard, 
and newly renovated Zoobie’s Old Town Tav-
ern, transformed last year into a retro-style 
watering hole and microbrew destination. 
The former is hosting a spoken word slam at 
7 p.m. each day of the festival; the latter is 
hosting a first-time “Renegade Cabaret” that 
nudges the festival for the first time into fizzy 
nightcap territory.

The cabaret is no slapdash afterthought. 
An A-list of local musical theater luminar-
ies, led by Joe Quick and Kelly Stuible and 
accompanied by John Dale Smith, will per-
form a slate of real purty tunes from new 

and about-to-become-huge musicals. It’s an 
extension of a musical theater class Stuible 
taught at Lansing Community College last 
spring and a nod to a longtime theater tradi-
tion. Expect to schmooze with many of the 
actors and directors you’ve applauded earlier 
in the afternoon and evening.

“You get done with your show, you want 
to talk and drink,” Badgero said as the swing-
ing doors flapped behind him.

With Renegade, an empty shell is just as 
much of an opportunity as a trendy water-
ing hole. The historic edifice at 317 E. Grand 
River Ave., next to the railroad tracks, is no 
longer home to Aggie Mae’s Bakery, but this 
weekend will host the Mid-Michigan Family 
Theatre’s “The Castaways,” a musical about 
immigrant children living on the streets of 
New York in the 1900s and a story with reso-
nance for our own times.

The play was supposed to be presented at 
the historic Turner-Dodge House, an 1850s 
mansion ideally suited to the period, but the 
water-damaged venue wasn’t ready yet, so 
the shell of the defunct bakery will fill in at 
the last minute.

See Renegade, Page 22

          

2014 RENEGADE
THEATRE FESTIVAL

Renegade Theatre Festival 
brings stampede of theater 
companies, independents 
to Old Town

A fistful 
of drama







The big plays are scheduled for all three 
nights, but Kaplan is keen to see how new 
one-night events, like the Renegade Cabaret 
or the Thursday night’s Skildtrade Cabaret, 
an evening of improv at the old Mustang Bar 
on Turner Street, will score with audiences.

“This year we have more one-off things,” 
Kaplan said. “If that's successful, we may 
open up the schedule and do more of that.”

Some of Renegade’s independent pre-
senters are Lansing theater alumni who have 
struck out on their own and need a place to 
try out unproven scripts or productions. Les-
lie Hull, director of “With One Little Stone,” 
moved to New York after graduating from 
MSU’s theater department and is active in 
the Flint theater community.

Established companies also use Ren-
egade as a platform to polish shows for the 

upcoming season. Staged readings, with or 
without props, are as common as full-blown 
productions.

“We don't have any expectations,” Bad-
gero said. “Whatever you come to see, this 
is what you're getting. It may be highly 
polished or not, it may be experimental, it 
may not.”

Badgero’s Peppermint Creek Theatre 
Co. will put on a fully staged and memo-
rized play, but it’s still taking advantage of 
Renegade’s lax jurisdiction. For two years 
Badgero has wanted to produce Mike 
Bartlett’s “Cock,” a romantic drama about 
a man who is torn between his longtime 
boyfriend and a new girlfriend, but he ad-
mits it’s not without it’s challenges. 

“It’s tough to market a show some peo-
ple don’t even want to say,” he lamented. 
“It's not nearly as provocative as the title.” 
(In England, posters billed the play as 
“Cockfight” and in New York, posters read 
“C*ck.”) The four-member cast of “Cock” 
has been rehearsing under director Shan-
non Bowen for three weeks. 

Part of Renegade's appeal, especially to 
theater newbies, is mobility.  No one needs 
to fear being pinned in an uncomfortable 
or draggy experience for 90 minutes, espe-
cially when something else is happening a 
few doors away. But Kaplan hopes festival 
goers will bring more than a casual chan-
nel surfing mindset.

“We hope for a little bit of commitment 
from the audience,” she said. “You don't know 
where a play is going to go, and it may find a 
way into your heart and mind that you had 
not expected. But if something isn’t working, 
go do something else. The doors are open.” 

No matter how many boutiques and 
lofts crop up on Turner Street, Renegade 
kicks Old Town back to its 1970s heyday 
as a place where artists got into the streets 
and empty spaces and expressed them-
selves, often in unpredictable ways.

“The edges have smoothed out a little,” 
Kaplan said, “But it’s the perfect place to 
bring people together for a festival.” 

EVERY WEEKDAY MORNING

And hear Berl Schwartz of City Pulse
call Tim an ignorant slut — or worse.
Every Wednesday at 8:30 a.m.

TIM BARRON
6AM-9AM

Renegade
from page 19
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2311 Jolly Rd., Okemos |  www.vineandbrew.com  |  517.708.2030  |  M-Th 10-7, F/Sat 10-8, Sun Noon-7

Good wine. Good beer. Good food.

— Good beer —
     Build your own six pack

     Extensive selection of Belgian and Belgian-style beers

— Interesting foods —
     Chocolates, cocktail mixers, beer-friendly snacks, elegant appetizers

     Wine accessories and gift baskets

— Good wine —
     Great wines at even better prices

     Case discounts: 10% o� mixed cases, 15% o� full cases
     We love helping you �nd your next favorite wine

     Now featuring these �ne wines: 
     

THE CHEAP ISSUE City Pulse • August 13, 2014 | 23



THE CHEAP ISSUE24 | City Pulse • August 13, 2014

By MARY CUSACK
This summer a friend and I savored a 

gourmet meal at a local country club. It in-
cluded an appetizer, two glasses of wine and 
two enormous entrees. Total cost: $29. No, 
we didn’t know the waiter and there was no 
scam involved. We enjoyed this upscale ex-
perience thanks to online vouchers, which 
make it is easy to save big bucks on Lansing 
meals, massages, golf and goods.

“Deal of the day” sites, including Grou-
pon and Living Social, offer savings for 
cost-conscious consumers. The premise is 

simple: A business offers a voucher toward 
a good or service for a set price. The con-
sumer buys the voucher online, presents it 
to the merchant and enjoys a good bargain.

While some vouchers are limited in 
number or have a short deadline for pur-
chasing, many are available for longer. 
One local barbecue joint has had a Grou-
pon deal available all summer. Longer 
deadlines alleviate the pressure to click 
the “ Buy” button, allowing customers to 
research reviews on sites like TripAdvisor, 
Urbanspoon and Yelp. 

Research is key to ensuring that the offer 
is a good fit for you. As my coupon-cutting 
mom used to say, a half-price bag of manure 
is a bargain if you have a field to fertilize. If 
not, all you have is a cheap bag of turds.

I have used dozens of discount vouchers 
over the past three years and can attest for 
the value. I’ve made out like a bandit, but 
have also made my share of bad buys. Here 
are some basic tips:

Be adventurous. One of the main goals 
of the merchant is to attract new customers, 
while the attraction for customers is to try 
something new. Vouchers allow you to try 
new foods, experiences (tandem parachut-
ing, anyone?) and services.  

Choose wisely. Yes, be adventurous, but 
within reason. You have to be realistic about 
what you will or won’t eat or do. If you're on 
a low-fat diet, you're probably not going to 
use a voucher for a joint that specializes in 
deep-fried gizzards.  

Do your research. Read the details 
about the business, and if it really feels out-
side of your comfort zone, skip it. That intro-
ductory pole-dancing fitness class sounded 
like a lark when I hit “Buy,” but modesty and 
reality set in and I never called to schedule a 
class. The only workout I got was from kick-

Vouching for 
vouchers
Maximizing the utility of 
online vouchers 

See Vouchers, Page 25



ing myself. Although I can still redeem it for 
the price I paid, years later the well-worn 
voucher is buried deeply in my purse. 

Don’t stock up. Most vouchers for local 
businesses expire in 30 to 120 days. Don't 
buy more meals than you can eat in that pe-
riod and don't save them up for a rainy day. 
More than once I've been out of town and re-

alized that I have a voucher that is due to ex-
pire while I’m gone, then frantically emailed 
friends trying to find someone who will use 
it so that the bargain is not wasted. Oddly 
enough, not everyone can drop what they’re 
doing to go play putt-putt golf for free.

 
Print it. While many vouchers can be re-

deemed through smart phone apps, it may 
be more effective to print them, highlight 
the expiration date and put them in order of 
nearest to farthest expiration date. On date 
night, it’s easier to make a decision about 

where to eat or what to do if there’s a voucher 
nearing its expiration date.

 
Don't be stingy. Groupon reminds cli-

ents of this often, but it bears repeating: If 
a voucher involves a service where tipping 
is expected, tip on the total bill, not the dis-
counted amount. The server or service per-
son is not getting a cut of the voucher, but is 
still providing complete service. 

Shop around. Voucher sites tend to ori-
ent their offers around cities, but there is 
some crossover. Groupon has the toehold on 

Lansing, but check Living Social’s Flint, Ann 
Arbor and Grand Rapids pages — you can 
often find deals for businesses in the Lansing 
area, especially if the business is part of a 
chain or franchise.

Sealing the deal. Finally, remember that 
even when a voucher expires, you still get 
to use the expired voucher at that business 
for what you paid. You don’t lose money un-
less you never use the voucher. Who knows? 
Maybe someday I will get that pole-dancing 
lesson after all.

DOWNLOAD THE APP.
ENTER TO WIN.

THE PULSE 
City Pulse’s Free Mobile App
City Pulse’s Entertainment, Event, 
Restaurant, Live Music and 
City Guide for the Lansing area

IPHONE & ANDROID USERS: TEXT PULSE TO 77948

DOWNLOAD THE PULSE APP
AND BE AUTOMATICALLY ENTERED TO WIN

2 TICKETS TO PIPPIN
Jan. 27, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. 

Wharton Center for Performing Arts

TEXT PULSE TO 77948
Contest runs 8/13-19

THIS WEEK’S CONTEST:

PIPPIN
 AT WHARTON CENTER

The Center 
for Integrative
Wellness

Dr. Nicholas Morgan

1106 N Cedar St #200, Lansing   centerforwellness.org   DrNicholasMorgan@gmail.com
Call (517) 455-7455 to schedule a FREE 10-minute consultation

Suffering from 
chronic disease? 
If you're looking 
for non-invasive 
health care 
options, meet with 
Dr. Morgan. He's 
experienced, 
thorough, and has 
over 8,000 hours 
of health care 
training with PhDs, 
MDs, DOs, NDs, 
and DCs for a truly 
holistic approach.
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Research is key to ensuring that the offer is a good deal for 
you. A half-price bag of manure is a bargain if you have a 
field to fertilize. If not, all you have is a cheap bag of turds.
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restaurants 
and health 
and fitness 
businesses 
have 
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the popularity 
of online 
vouchers.



By ALLAN I. ROSS
Contrary to media doomsday polemi-

cists, the Internet did not kill television, 
just as TV didn’t kill radio in the ‘50s and 
radio did not kill newspapers in the ‘20s. 
As you’re reading these words, some DJ 
somewhere is giving “Hotel California” its 
billionth spin while a cub TV reporter is 
earning her wings interviewing a 90-year-
old yoga enthusiast. The broadcast indus-
try is rarely news itself. In Lansing this 
week, recent developments have included 
several noteworthy changes. 

The biggest is the addition of a new daily 
news program. Last month, mid-Michigan 
NBC affiliate WILX-TV (Comcast’s channel 
4 in Lansing and channel 10 in East Lan-
sing) launched “First @ 4,” a half-hour news 
digest show that airs weekday afternoons at 
4. That time slot had previously been filled 
by nationally syndicated programming, but 
Kevin Ragan, the station’s news director, 
said he thought his station “could do it bet-
ter ourselves.” 

“We looked at the syndication landscape, 
saw what was available and made the deci-
sion (to create this show),” Ragan said. “We 
wanted to control our own destiny, so we 
did. And we’re very proud of the results.” 

“First @ 4” summarizes the top news of 
the day, including entertainment reports 
and weather recaps. Ragan said the con-
cept of 4 p.m. news shows is about 5 years 
old — Detroit, Flint and Grand Rapids 
each have one — but this is the first one 
in Lansing.

“We’re very aggressive about expansion, 
so we started looking for a new news time,” 
Ragan said. “(The 4 p.m.) time period is be-
ing filled all over the country. We thought it 
was important to be there too.”

The show is hosted by Ann Emmerich 
and Kirk Montgomery, with Andy Provenz-
ano providing weather updates. Montgom-
ery returns to mid-Michigan after stints in 
California, Florida, Detroit and 13 years as 
an entertainment reporter in Denver, while 
Emmerich jumped channels from WLNS-
TV across town to helm the show’s news. 

“Ann is undoubtedly one of best reporters 
in town — we were very fortunate to get her,” 
Ragan said. “And Kirk is a fun, very engag-
ing entertainment reporter. We really fell 
into our talent.” 

Ragan said the 4 p.m. slot supplements 
the 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. broadcasts, and ap-
peals to a mostly female, 25-54 crowd. 

“That audience is very attractive for ad-
vertisers,” he said. “There was an awful show 
(that had been airing at 4 p.m.) that fell 
away. It’s a good example of why we’re doing 
‘First @ 4’ and not doing that.” 

Meanwhile, change is also happening 
over at WLNS. The station’s “6 News Eve-
ning” anchor Greg Adaline, who worked as 
a reporter at the station from 2005 to 2009 
and returned in 2011, leaves this week for 
New Orleans. He’ll anchor the morning 
news there. 

“It makes sense financially and for be-

ing able to spend more time with my fam-
ily,” said Adaline, 34. “I love Lansing, I love 
Michigan — I was born and raised here — 
but this opportunity presented itself and I 
couldn’t say no.”

As Adaline’s position opens in the eve-
ning, “6 News This Morning” anchor Evan 
Pinsonnault will fill in temporarily, spear-
heading a massive morning show overhaul. 
Last month, meteorologist Jake Dunne was 
booted to weekends and replaced by Emily 
Wahls. (Dunne had no comment about the 

ARTS & CULTURE ART  BOOKS  FILM  MUSIC  THEATER

Proper pruning, compost and mulching can transform any garden.  
Is your garden ready to thrive?
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It can be hard to get outside in these dog days of summer, but thousands of mid-Michigan residents 
braved the heat and ventured to downtown East Lansing last weekend for the Great Lakes Folk Festival. A 
large crowd gathered at the M.A.C. Stage on Saturday to swing along to the bluegrass band Detour. For 45 
minutes, festival attendees enjoyed the soulful lyrics while dancing in the streets, eating fresh cooked food 
from the food court and shopping for local artisan crafts at vendors up and down the nearby streets. 

Four blocks in downtown East Lansing held sights and sounds to accommodate any festivalgoers’ tastes, 
including performances from nearly 100 artists. From ethnic food to recycled art to Tibetan Monks creating 
majestic sand mandala art, there was much to see at the three-day festival. 

-Ariniko O’Meara

Folk and a smile

Broadcast news
Local TV, radio changes break 
new ground, say goodbye to 
longtime personalities

Alexa McCarthy/City Pulse

Ann 
Emmerich 
and Kirk 
Montgomery 
host the half-
hour news 
digest show 
“First @ 4” 
on WILX-TV 
at 4 p.m. 
weekdays. 

See Broadcast, Page 28



BRIGHTER HORIZONS ASSISTED LIVING CENTER, LLC

ADULT FOSTER CARE

Owners Bernadette Marietta and Patrice Weber 

LOCATION 

OPENING 

E N D  O F  
2 0 1 4

New location, Portland Assisted 
Living and Memory Center 
Loca ted  a t  223  Cha r lo t te  Hwy.
Po r t l and ,  MI  48875

Fully renovated Assisted Living and 
Memory Center with a capacity of 19 
residents. Reserve your spot today!

Contact:
Patrice Weber, Owner
(517) 643-2073 

5455 S.  MLK Blvd. ,  Lans ing    www.br ighterhor izons.net

Brighter Horizons 
Assisted Living 
Center o�ers a 
caring and peaceful 
environment for you 
or your loved one.

$100 CREDIT
(for new res idents )  

Good towards the monthly rate.
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move.) Morning anchor Chivon Klepfer will 
stay put, but morning reporter Francesca 
Amiker will depart later this week for Jack-
sonville, Fla., where she’ll be a nighttime 
reporter for the independent WJXT-TV. 
Amiker, 24, a native of Atlanta, had been at 
WLNS for a year. She said the move is part 
of her career plan.

“I’d love to be a reporter for ‘Good Morn-
ing America’ someday, traveling abroad — 
that really suits me,” Amiker said. “I have en-
joyed my time getting to know Lansing. This 
town is my second family. But when you get 
an opportunity to move on to a top 40 mar-
ket, you say yes. I’m a single girl, what have 
I got to lose?”

Jacksonville is the 47th biggest news 
market in the country; Lansing is the 114th,  
according to  StationIndex.com.

WLNS News Director Jam Sardar said 
shakeups like this happen all the time in TV. 

“Reporters come and go — it’s part of the 
game,” Sardar said. “We’re a market where 
we give a lot of reporters their first job. It’s 
kind of like grad school. They get experience 
and go on to bigger markets and get more 
money. I knew from Francesca’s resume tape 
that she’d go on to bigger and better things, 
and we were lucky to have her as long as we 
did. We enjoyed every minute she was here.”

Sardar said the station isn’t planning any 
changes to its scheduling anytime soon.  

“We’re going through the same thing 
every news org is going through,” he said. 
“Making use of social media platforms, 
adapting news to mobile devices, trying to 
figure out how to give news to people where 
they want it when. It’s a tricky industry.” 

And on radio, Amber “Alabama” Cole, 
the 2014 City Pulse Top of the Town win-
ner for Best Radio Personality, quit her job 
at WJIM-FM (97.5 NOW FM) last month 
after six years. A non-compete agreement in 
her contract means she can’t accept a job at 
another Lansing station, so she’s been travel-
ing to other cities — including Detroit, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., and Spokane, Wash. — looking 
for other gigs. 

“I haven’t paid my power bill yet this 
month,” said Cole, 29. “It’s been a struggle. 
I’ve got to find a job.” 

Cole said she quit because she became 
angry after being put on a 60-day probation. 
She said her station bosses felt she wasn’t 
giving the station “enough attention.” (Cole 
also DJs part time at a Detroit radio station.)

“I said this is bullshit, I’m not going to 
sit around and wait to be fired,” she said. 
“I want to be famous. I want to be big. I 
thought I could do that in Lansing but now 
it looks like it’s not going to happen.” 

Cole said she’d like to host a “Chelsea 
Lately”-type show eventually, and has made 
in-roads with TV producers on the West 
Coast. But the experience hasn’t burned her 
off the medium.

“I’ll always listen to the radio,” Cole said. 
“Radio will be fine.” 

By TOM HELMA
The 2014-‘15 theater season is off to an 

inauspicious beginning with 
"Married Alive," Over the 
Ledge Theater Co.’s lackluster 
midsummer musical.

Before the show, director Rick Deth-
lefsen urged the audience to follow his 
mother’s advice: If they find themselves 
with nothing good to say after the perfor-
mance, don’t say anything at all. On the 

other hand, my 
mom urged me 
to always tell the 
truth, so here 
goes.

The play serves 
up stereotypes of 
two married cou-
ples, one young, 
the other in 
midlife. Neither 

couple remotely resembles any married 
couple anywhere in real life, ever. 

The slim storyline consists of a chrono-
logical sequence of vignettes from the two 
marriages, all of them set to song, with an 
incessant, intrusive piano accompaniment. 

What went wrong? It could be the 
script, which is insulting to women and 
men alike. A husband dresses himself up 
as Zorro and wraps his wife in a strange, 
not-so-sexy shawl to spice up their sex life. 
But — wait for the punchline — he forgets 
to take his Viagra. The other husband is 
less articulate than an ape while his wife is 
a fluffy chatterbox.

Or maybe it’s the awkward, too-loudly-

miked acting. Or is it the off-key singers, 
straining to stay on pitch? Sorry to say it, it 
is all of the above.  

Dethlefsen isn’t usually off the mark 
like this, but he’s not the only one. Joe 
Dickson’s lighting skills often enhance 
the ambience of an already good play, but 
in this production, bright flashes of LED 
lighting momentarily blind the audience 
from time to time. 

Erratic, out-of-context videography is 
thrown into the mix. Did I mention the 
odd costumes and the clumsy choreogra-
phy? Yikes! Am I piling it on? It's hard not 
to, where this production is concerned.

capitalcitydragonboat.com
for more information and to register 

Call 517.372.9163 for 
on-the-spot registration 

and to get more information 
on this exciting and fun event

DID YOU KNOW?
• There is still space for 
   YOUR Team!
• Spaces are available in 
   the vendor area!
• There is no home MSU 
   Football Game on 
   Dragon Boat weekend!
• There will be lots of 
   great food!
• The Confucius Institute at 
   MSU is holding their 10th 
   Anniversary celebration at 
   the Dragon Boat Festival!

50% OFF
VENDOR

SPACE
if you sign

up by
Aug. 22

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Curious Book Shop 
307 E. Grand River * E. Lansing 
332-0112 * We validate parking 

Mon - Sat 10 - 8*, Sun 12 - 5  

All History, Movies, Entertainment, 
Music, Sports & Michigan books! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Archives Book Shop 
519 W. Grand River * E. Lansing 

332-8444 * Free parking 
Mon - Fri 10 - 7, Sat 11 - 6, Sun 12 – 5 

All genres of Hardback Fiction, 
Music, Art & Michigan books! 
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“Married Alive!”
Over the Ledge Theatre Co.
8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, 
Aug. 14-17; 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Aug. 18
Ledges Playhouse
137 Fitzgerald Drive, Grand 
Ledge
$12/$10 seniors/$7 students
(517) 318- 0579, 
overtheledge.org

Viagra falls
Musical comedy ‘Married Alive!’ 
takes aim at life after ‘I do’  

Courtesy photo 

“Married Alive!” is a musical comedy 
about two couples facing the trials and 
tribulations of married life.

Review

Broadcast
from page 26



WHARTONCENTER.COM • 1-800-WHARTON

G R O U P  D I S C O U N T S  A V A I L A B L E !

SUBSCRIBETODAY AND SAVE UP TO
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8 PERFORMANCES ONLY: OCTOBER 14-19!
8 PERFORMANCES ONLY: OCTOBER 14-19!

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS ON SALE AUGUST 18
GET GREAT SEATS TO THESE HOT SHOWS & MUCH MORE!

WHARTON CENTER
for PERFORMING ARTS

2014 -2015 SEASON

2CELLOS DAVID SEDARIS

AURTURO SANDOVAL

IRA GLASS DANCE THEATRE
OF HARLEMDANCE THEATRE
OF HARLEM
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218 Abbot Road East Lansing
beggarsbanquet.com(517) 351-4540

Shop Downtown East Lansing

Great selection of Craft Beers, Craft Cocktails and Boutique Wine. 

FREE appetizer or dessert

Not valid with any other discounts or coupons
Expires 10/23/14

with entree purchase.
One coupon per table

 Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner everyday.

 

Pilgrim Congregational 
 

      United Church of Christ 
 

               Lansing, MI 

125 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
(517) 484-7434 

PilgrimUCC.com 

Howard Storm  
Near Death Experience 

As seen on the Oprah Winfrey Show, 48 hours, and the Discovery Channel.  

Howard Storm will discuss the book “My Descent into Death” 
about his near-death experience (NDE) in 1985. 

Admission:  Free or Donation   

Saturday, August  16 at 7pm 
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6409 Centurion Drive - In West Lansing, 496 & Creyts - (517) 321-7440 - Find us on Facebook!

A great gathering place for friends in a very unique atmosphere

Simply extraordinary!

$5 off$5 off your total bill of 
$25 or more.

One coupon per couple or per person per visit. 

Dine in only. Valid after 4 P.M. 
Not good on gift certificate purchases. 
Expires 9/30/14

Happy Hour: 2-6 p.m. | $5 and $6 appetizer menu

6201 Bishop Rd., Lansing

Like us on Facebook

(517) 882-2013

Long Island or Long Beach Special -- $3.50
Buckets of Domestic Beer -------- 4 for $11

$5 o�
Purchase of $25 or more

One coupon per purchase

Expires 10/1/14

must present coupon
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As the Renegade Theatre Festival 
turns Old Town into a giant turntable of 
live theater this weekend, festivalgoers 
will need something to munch on. 
Anticipiating all those empty bellies 
taking in shows, Old Town will hold its 
inaugural ART Feast event, featuring 
23 local artists, three food trucks and 
a neighborhood sidewalk sale. The art 
fair takes place 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and the 
food slinging will go from 1-4 p.m. The 
participating food trucks will inlcude 
Shimmy Shack 
from South Lyon 
(Michigan’s first all-
vegan food truck), 
Good Bites from 
Mason (featuring 
farm-to-table fare) 
and Wooden Spork 
from Brighton (with 
sandwiches, salads 
and taco plates). 

Feeding off the 
energy of ART 
Feast, the Old Town 
General Store will 
hold its Off Center 
A r t  Fe s t i v a l . 
The festival will 
combine art, music 
and food tastings from noon-6 p.m. 

“When we describe where we are 
located we always say off Center 
Street,” said Old Town General Store 
owner Rhea Van Atta “And we are also 
a little off center as a store, so we 
thought the name fit well.” 

Van Atta said she found visitors to 
Old Town don’t often cross the road to 
the stores off of Grand River Avenue. 
The festival attempts to take part in ART 
Feast and to draw people their way. The 
festival is an extension of Van Atta’s 
vision for the store and courtyard. 

“Most of the artists I am very familiar 
with — some are personal friends and 

most have products in our store,” Van 
Atta said. “We are going to have a nice 
variety of different art forms.” Visitors 
will f ind stuffed animals, recycled 
jewelry glasswork and jewelry made 
of Petoskey stones. The store will also 
feature wine from WaterFire Vineyard 
in Torch Lake. 

Artists and craftspeople scheduled 
to display include Jojo Beans Barn 
recycled pallet furniture, Kathy's 
Cracker Jack Pottery, Lou Ann's Altered 

Attitude clothing, 
Nahnie's Flip Top 
earrings and Rhea's 
Punky Plants. Tracy 
Wolford of Tracy’s 
Sun Catchers and 
Jewelry will be at 
the festival selling 
Swarovski crystal 
and natural stone 
beaded jewelry 
and sun catchers. 
A regular at the 
store, she said 
the festival fits the 
store’s personality. 

“A lot of this side 
of Old Town gets 
forgotten,” Wolford 

said. “The store has such an eclectic 
mix. The off-center idea is so perfect 
for what this store is. It’s a great draw 
to get people down to this end (of Old 
Town).”

Next door, Preuss Pets will hold its 
first-ever sidewalk sale, also in an effort 
to draw more people to the east side of 
Old Town. 

“It’s a special event and we are hoping 
people will go past Turner Street to see 
what else is down here,” Van Atta said. 

—ALEXA McCARTHY  

Wednesday, August 13
ClAsses And seminArs
Family Storytime. Ages up to 6. Stories, 
rhymes and activities. 10:30 a.m. FREE. CADL 
South Lansing Library, 3500 S. Cedar St., Lansing. 
(517) 367-6363. 
Meditation. For beginners and experienced. 7-9 
p.m. FREE. Vietnamese Buddhist Temple, 3015 S. 
Washington Ave., Lansing. (517) 351-5866. 
Overeaters Anonymous. 7 p.m. FREE. First 
Congregational United Church of Christ, 210 W. 
Saginaw Highway, Grand Ledge. (517) 256-6954, 
fcgl.org.
Near-Death Experiences. Do these 
experiences have meaning? 6-7 p.m. FREE. 
Pilgrim Congregational United Church of Christ, 
125 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. (517) 484-7434, 
pilgrimucc.com.

events
Strategy Game Night. Learn and share favorite 
games. 5-7:30 p.m. FREE. Delta Township District 
Library, 5130 Davenport Drive, Lansing. (517) 321-
4014 ext. 4, dtdl.org.
Practice Your English. 7-8 p.m. FREE. East 
Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. (517) 351-2420.
Allen Street Farmers Market. Featuring 
locally grown/prepared foods. Live music. 3-6:30 
p.m. FREE. Allen Street Farmers Market, 1619 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. (517) 999-3911. 
Capital Area Crisis Men’s Rugby Practice. 
Weather permitting. All experience levels 
welcome. 6:30 p.m. FREE. St. Joseph Park, 2151 W. 
Hillsdale St., Lansing. crisisrfc.com. 
Teen Movie Mania. Watch a blockbuster hit on 
the library big screen. 1-3 p.m. FREE. East Lansing 
Public Library, 950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. (517) 
351-2420, elpl.org.
Mobil Super: Go the Distance. With an 
appearance by Dodgers legend Steve Garvey. 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. FREE. Meijer (East Lansing), 1350 W. 
Lake Lansing Road, East Lansing. (517) 349-2930. 

thursday, August 14
ClAsses And seminArs
Family Storytime. Ages up to 6. Stories, rhymes 

See Out on the Town, Page 34

ON THE

TOWN
Events must be entered through the calendar at  

lansingcitypulse.com. Deadline is 5 p.m. Thursdays 
for the following week’s issue. Charges may apply for 
paid events to appear in print. If you need assistance, 

please call Jonathan at (517) 999-5069.

Feast meets fest 
SATURDAY, AUG 16 
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Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdayLIVE & LOCAL
v

Contact  rich  tupica  at  rich@lansingcitypulse.com  >>>  to  be  listed  in  live  &  local  e-mail  liveandlocal@lansingcitypulse.com

To get listed just email us at liveandlocal@lansingcitypulse.com or call (517) 999-6710 

What to do: Submit information by the Friday before publication (City Pulse comes out every Wednesday.) Be sure to tell us 
the name of the performer and the day, date and time of the performance. Only submit information for the following week's paper.

play in a band?    book shows?
LivE  &  Local   lists   upcominG  gigs!

The Avenue Café, 2021 E. Michigan Ave.  Joe Buck Yourself, 9 p.m.  Ghoulie, 9 p.m. The Barnyard Stompers, 9 p.m.  Tease-a-gogo, 9 p.m. 
Coach’s Pub & Grill, 6201 Bishop Rd. DJ Trivia, 8 p.m.  Updraft, 9 p.m.   DJ Jimmy, 9 p.m. 
Colonial Bar, 3425 S. MLK Blvd.   Open Mic w/Pat Zelenka Project, 9 p.m.  Homespun, 9 p.m  Homespun, 9 p.m. 
Crunchy’s, 254 W. Grand River Ave. Ashly Chambers, 10 p.m.  Karaoke, 9 p.m.  Karaoke, 9 p.m.  Karaoke, 9 p.m. 
The Exchange, 314 E. Michigan Ave. Blue Wednesday, 8 p.m.  Skoryoke Live Band Karaoke, 8 p.m.  Avon Bomb, 8 p.m.  Avon Bomb, 8 p.m. 
Grand Café/Sir Pizza, 201 E. Grand River Ave.  Kathy Ford Band, 7:30 p.m.  Karaoke w/Joanie Daniels, 7 p.m.  Kathy Ford Band, 8 p.m.
Green Door, 2005 E. Michigan Ave. Johnny D Jam, 8 p.m.  Karaoke Kraze, 8:30 p.m.  Mix Pack, 9 p.m.   Soulstice, 9 p.m.  
Gus's Bar, 2321 W. Michigan Ave.   Open Mic w/Hot Mess, 9 p.m.  Karaoke
The Loft, 414 E. Michigan Ave.    Way to Fall, 6 p.m.    
Mac’s Bar, 2700 E. Michigan Ave. Kings Foil, 6:30 p.m. Soul Trial, 9 p.m. U.S. Royalty, 7 p.m.  Horse the Band, 7 p.m.  
Moriarty's Pub, 802 E. Michigan Ave.  The MTVs, 10 p.m.  Those Delta Rhythm Kings, 9:30 p.m.  Big Boss Blues, 9:30 p.m. 
Reno's East, 1310 Abbot Rd. Kari Propst, 6/8 p.m. Sean Bodell, 6/8 p.m.  Well Enough Alone, 6/8 p.m. Rick Wood, 6/8 p.m.
Reno's West, 501 W. Saginaw Hwy. XXX, 6/8 p.m.  Brent Burns, 6/8 p.m. New Rule, 6/8 p.m.  Rachel & Alex, 6/8 p.m. 
Tin Can West, 644 Migaldi Ln.  Waterpong, 11 p.m.  Scott Martinz, 8 p.m.   
Tin Can DeWitt, 13175 Schavey Rd.  DJ Trivia, 8 p.m.    
Uli's Haus of Rock, 4519 S. Martin Luther King Jr.  Prozak, 8 p.m. After the Minor, 8 p.m. Emperors and Elephants, 8 p.m.  
Unicorn Tavern, 327 E. Grand River Ave.   Frog & the Beeftones, 8:30 p.m.  Rif Raf, 8:30 p.m.  Full House, 8:30 p.m.  
Watershed Bar & Grill, 325 City Market Dr. Suzi & the Love Bros., 6 p.m. Jen Sygit, 6 p.m. Joe Wright, 6 p.m.  From Big Sur, 6 p.m. 
Whiskey Barrel Saloon, 410 S. Clippert St.  DJ, 9 p.m  Jon Pardi, 9 p.m.  DJ, 9 p.m.  DJ, 7 p.m.

turn  it
 Down

A survey of  Lansing's 
                                  musical  Landscape

By  SARAH  WINTERBOTTOM

Mighty Medicine plays “Meet Me at the Fountain,” a free 
lunchtime concert series at Reutter Park every Wednesday in 
August. Guitarist Larry Neuhardt, vocalist DeShaun Snead and 
percussionist/vocalist John Esser play a laidback mixture of blues, 
soul, reggae, jazz and classic rock. Mighty Medicine has a varied 
song list of about 200 covers and a catalog of originals. Since the 
summer of 2009, Mighty Medicine has played over 600 shows at 
different venues and festivals like the East Lansing Art Festival, the 
Lansing Jazz Festival and the Capital City Film Festival. The band 
has kept busy as full-time musicians with a schedule around the 
state, including Petoskey, Traverse City and Grand Rapids. 

FABULOUS   Oldies   but   Goodies   at   the   Lake   Lansing   Concert   Series

The ‘50s- and ‘60s-infused Fabulous Oldies But Goodies Band will play Friday at the Lake Lansing 
Concert Series. The band has opened the stage for acts like Chuck Berry, Dennis Yost and Bill Haley’s 
Comets. Each summer, Lake Lansing Park hosts live bands each Friday at the Lake Lansing South band 
shell near Marsh Road. Guests can expect a summer night of music in the park along with free admis-
sion, free parking, and free moonwalk and giant slide for kids. Bring lawn chairs or blankets to sit on. 
Next week the blues band Blue Catz performs, with Party of Seven closing the series on Aug. 29. 

FRI. AUG

15, 22 & 29

Lake Lansing Park, Band Shell concert stage, 7 p.m. FREE. Friday Aug. 15, 22, and 29

Eastwood Towne Center, 3003 Preyde Blvd., Lansing Township. 6 p.m. FREE, Tuesday, Aug. 19

Mighty   Medicine   plays   "Meet  Me  at  the  Fountain"  series

TUE.AUG

19TH

Playing the final show of the Eastwood Towne Center’s free Summer Music Series is Don Middle-
brook. Rumored to have stolen Jimmy Buffett’s TV Guide (which he wrote a song about), Middlebrook 
has been churning out tunes for over 13 years and gigs over 150 times each year. He has released eight 
albums and worked closely with Greg “Fingers” Taylor, Buffett’s harmonica player. Middlebrook has had 
two songs in a Showtime original movie and his music is played on radio stations around Michigan. 
His island sound earned him the title “mid-Michigan’s resident Beach Boy,” but he also delivers some 
country/folk music. His latest album, “The Key West Connection,” echoes the atmosphere of being at 
the beach — a suitable way to let summer drift to a close. 

Don   Middlebrook   at   Eastwood   Towne   Center's   Summer   Music   Series

Reutter Park, 400 S. Capitol Ave., Lansing. Noon. FREE. 
Wednesday, Aug. 13, 20 and 27
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and activities. 10:30 a.m. FREE. CADL Downtown 
Lansing Library, 401 S. Capitol Ave., Lansing. (517) 
367-6363. cadl.org.
Meditation. For beginners and experienced. 7-8:30 
p.m. FREE. Quan Am Temple, 1840 N. College Ave., 
Mason. (517) 853-1675, quanamtemple.org.
Tarot Study Group. With Dawne Botke. 7 
p.m. FREE. Triple Goddess New Age Bookstore, 
2019 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 883-3619, 
triplegoddessbookstore.net.
Lansing Area Codependent Anonymous. Held 
in room 214G. 7-8 p.m. FREE. Community Mental 
Health Building, 812 E. Jolly Road, Lansing. (517) 515-
5559, coda.org.
Ojibwe/Anishinaabemowin Class. Teaching the 
language of the first people from this region. 7-9 
p.m. Donation. Nokomis Learning Center, 5153 Marsh 
Road, Okemos. (517) 349-5777, nokomis.org.
Craft Night Social. Creating quill boxes, making 

dance shawls and teaching the peyote stitch. 5-7 
p.m. FREE. Nokomis Learning Center, 5153 Marsh 
Road, Okemos. (517) 349-5777, nokomis.org.
Sign Language Classes. For ages 12 and up. 
6-7:30 p.m. FREE. Meridian Christian Church, 2600 
Bennett Road, Okemos. (517) 492-6149. 
Basics of Microsoft Word. Beginners class. 6-8 
p.m. FREE. Foster Community Center, 200 N. Foster 
Ave., Lansing. (517) 708-4394, iteclansing.org.
Current Events. Coffee and discussion. 10:30 
a.m. FREE. Meridian Senior Center, 4000 N. Okemos 
Road, Okemos. (517) 706-5045. 
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. Contact Jan. 5:15 p.m. 
$5. New Hope Church, 1340 Haslett Road, Haslett. 
(517) 349-9183, newhopehaslett.com.
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. Weigh-in 6 p.m., 
meeting 6:30 p.m. FREE to visit. St. David’s 
Episcopal Church, 1519 Elmwood Road, Lansing. (517) 
882-9080, stdavidslansing.org.

events
Moonlight Film Festival. “Sleepless In Seattle” 
(PG). Music: Swift Brothers. 9 p.m. FREE. Valley 

Court Park, 400 Hillside Ct., East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com.
Spanish Conversation Group. Both English and 
Spanish spoken. 7-8 p.m. FREE. East Lansing Public 
Library, 950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. (517) 351-
2420, elpl.org.
Euchre. No partner needed. 6-9 p.m. $1.50. Delta 
Township Enrichment Center, 4538 Elizabeth Road, 
Lansing. (517) 484-5600.  
Karaoke. With Atomic D. 9 p.m. LeRoy’s Classic 
Bar & Grill, 1526 S. Cedar St., Lansing. (517) 482-
0184.   
YPAAL Happy Hour Meet and network with other 
local professionals. 5:30-7 p.m. FREE. Tavern On the 
Square, 206 S. Washington Square, Lansing. (614) 
266-0852. 
Dimondale Farmers Market. Live music, locally 
grown produce. 3-7 p.m. FREE.  Bridge Street, 
Dimondale. (517) 646-0230, villageofdimondale.org. 
On the Storm Front. Former WLNS 
meteorologist Rob Dale visits. 6-7 p.m. FREE. Delta 
Township District Library, 5130 Davenport Drive, 
Lansing. (517) 321-4014 ext. 4, dtdl.org.
2014 Gold Medal Wine Reception. Taste the 
breadth of quality of Michigan's wine. 5-8 p.m. $40-
$45. Kellogg Conference Center, 219 S. Harrison 
Road, East Lansing. michiganwines.com/events.
Student Organic Farm Farmstand.  Featuring 
local organic food. 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. MSU Erickson 
Hall, 620 Farm Lane, East Lansing. (517) 230-7987, 
msuorganicfarm.com.
Pizza Party on Capitol Lawn. To benefit MET's 
Charitable Tuition Program. 11 a.m-2 p.m. $5. Capitol 
Building, 100 N. Capitol Ave., Lansing. 1-800-MET-4-
KID, setwithmet.com.

musiC
Rally In The Alley Open Mic. 6:30 p.m. FREE. 
American Legion Post 48, 731 N. Clinton St., Grand 
Ledge. (517) 627-1232. 
{REVOLUTION} at Tavern. Electronic music, 
21-up. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. FREE. Tavern On the Square, 
206 S. Washington Square, Lansing. (517) 374-5555. 
Open Mic Night with Hot Mess. All acts and 
musicians are welcome. 9 p.m.-midnight, FREE. 
Gus's Bar, 2321 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 484-
4714, facebook.com/gusbuster11.
Open Jam at the Colonial. All talents welcome. 
$8 sizzler steak special. 8 p.m. FREE. Colonial Bar 
and Grill, 3425 S. MLK Jr. Blvd. Lansing. (517) 882-
6132, colonialbarandgrille.com.

theAter
"The Big Bang." Musical comedy depicts history 
of the universe. 8 p.m. $20. Williamston Theatre, 
122 S. Putnam, Williamston. (517) 655-7469. 
williamstontheatre.org.
"Married Alive!" Musical comedy about marriage. 

8 p.m. $12/$10 seniors. Ledges Playhouse, 137 
Fitzgerald Park Drive, Grand Ledge. (517) 318-0579, 
overtheledge.org.

literAture And Poetry
Writers Roundtable. Get feedback on your 
writing. 6-7:45 p.m. FREE. Delta Township District 
Library, 5130 Davenport Drive, Lansing. (517) 321-
4014. dtdl.org.
Nonfiction Book Club. Discuss "Girls of Atomic 
City" by Denise Kiernan. 11 a.m. Delta Township 
District Library, 5130 Davenport Drive, Lansing. (517) 
321-4014 ext. 4. 

Friday, August 15
ClAsses And seminArs
Alcoholics Anonymous. A closed women's 
meeting. 7:30 p.m. St. Michael's Episcopal Church, 
6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing. (517) 882-9733.

events
Drive-In Movie. Golf and drive-in movie. 5:30 p.m. 
$6 for golf. Groesbeck Golf Course, 1600 Ormond 
St., Lansing. (517) 483-4277. 
Lansing Bike Party. Bike ride with TGIF stop. 5:45 
p.m. FREE. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, 
MSU campus, East Lansing. facebook.com/groups/
lansingbikeparty. 
Moonlight Bootlegger. Live music and spirits. 
8 p.m. $25-$45. Ionia Free Fair Association, 317 
S. Dexter St., Ionia. bootlegger5k.com/ionia-
county2014.
Old Town Farmers Market. Featuring local foods 
and products. 3-7 p.m. Corner of Turner Street and 
Grand River Avenue, Lansing. (517) 485-4283. 
Used Book Sale. $1 for paperbacks, 25 cents for 
paperbacks. 6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. (517) 627-
9588, grandledge.lib.mi.us.

musiC
Matt LoRusso Trio. Jazz. 9 p.m.-midnight, FREE. 
Troppo, 111 S. Washington Square, Lansing. (517) 
371-4000.  
Karaoke Night. Food, drink specials and vocalists. 
9 p.m.-1 a.m. FREE. Gus's Bar, 2321 W. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. (517) 484-4714, facebook.com/gusbuster11.
U.S. Royalty. Live performance. 7 p.m. $10. Mac's 
Bar, 2700 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 484-6795. 
ow.ly/Ac3Kc.
Way To Fall. Live performance. 6 p.m. $7. The Loft,  
414 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. ow.ly/Ac917.

Out on the town
from page 32

See Out on the Town, Page 35

©201 Jonesin’ Crosswords • For answers to this puzzle, call: 1-900-226-2800, 99 cents per minute.  Must be 18+. Or to bill to
your credit card, call: 1-800-655-6548.            Answers Page 37

"Any Questions?"--
save them until the 
end.
Matt Jones

Across
1 Android download
4 "Letters from Iwo ___"
8 "Dancing Queen" grou
12 December danger
13 Ivy League sch.
15 Scanned pic
17 2013 single from DJ 
Snake and Lil Jon
20 Nod in unison
21 European high points
22 Gardner of "The Night 
of the Iguana"
23 Garden gastropod
26 Cleans (up)
28 Home to Missoula 
and Bozeman
31 Rolled pair
32 Ending after Japan or 
Taiwan
33 Long, long ago
38 Baseball family 
surname
40 "Neither snow ___ 
rain..."
41 It's a bit of a stretch
42 Norah Jones ballad
47 Jack-in-the-box sound
48 Brand that ran "short 
shorts" ads
49 "Let me clean up 
first..."
51 Speed's mysterious 
nemesis, in cartoons
54 Taboo act
55 ___ king
56 Best-of-the-best
59 They're all tied up
63 Dr. Seuss book made 
into a 2008 movie
67 Be stealthy

68 Alpaca relative
69 ___ Zeppelin
70 Literary Jane
71 "Good Will Hunting" 
director Gus Van ___

72 Shark's home

Down
1 Aqua Velva alternative
2 Electrical cord's end
3 Sound from a happy 
cat
4 He plays Dr. John 
Watson
5 Stock market debut, 
briefly
6 Sound from a happy 
kitten
7 Oscar winner Paquin
8 Highly nauseous?
9 Company based in 
Munich
10 "One planet" religion

11 Plant used to make 
tequila
14 Lombardi Trophy 
awarder
16 HHH, in Athens
18 Fit one inside another
19 Vision-related
24 A as in Argentina
25 "I Will Survive" singer 
Gloria
27 Like lawns in the 
morning
28 Trapper Keeper 
maker
29 City bidding for the 
2022 Winter Olympics
30 "Animal" band ___ 
Trees
31 Galapagos Islands 
visitor
34 Greet the queen
35 Obama 2008 cam-
paign word
36 Me-generation 

concerns
37 Grabs some shuteye
39 "___ Reader" (alter-
native digest)
43 Drunk singing, often
44 He claimed not to be 
a crook
45 Abbr. in an employee 
benefits handbook
46 Tugs on
50 ___ Lisa
51 Arena shouts
52 Lacking a partner
53 Barker's successor
57 Maple Leafs, Bruins, 
et al.
58 Squiggly critters
60 Night fliers
61 "... I ___ wed"
62 Fizzy drink
64 Paving material
65 A step below the 
Majors
66 44-Down's initials

Jonesin' Crossword                                               By Matt Jones

SUDOKU                     INTERMEDIATE

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that every 
row, column, and outlined 
3-by-3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 exactly 
once. No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 37
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theAter
"Baby Bear and the Big Bad Wolf." A twist on 
fairy tales. 7 p.m. $7/$5 ages 12 and under. Eaton 
Rapids Public School, 912 Greyhound Drive, Eaton 
Rapids. (517) 339-2145, ow.ly/Ac9MI.
"Married Alive!" For details, see Aug. 14. 8 
p.m. $12/$10 seniors. Ledges Playhouse, 137 
Fitzgerald Park Drive, Grand Ledge. (517) 318-0579, 
overtheledge.org.
"The Big Bang." For details, see Aug 14. 8 
p.m. $25. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. Putnam, 
Williamston. (517) 655-7469. williamstontheatre.org.

saturday, August 16
ClAsses And seminArs
Domestic Violence Support Group. Noon-1:30 
p.m. FREE. Women's Center of Greater Lansing, 
1710 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 372-9163, 
womenscenterofgreaterlansing.org.

Tai Chi in the Park. For beginning and 
experienced tai chi practitioners. 9-10 a.m. FREE. 
Hunter Park Community GardenHouse, 1400 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. (517) 272-9379.
Upa Yoga. Beginner class. Sign up at isha.barb@
gmail.com. 2-4 p.m. FREE. LotusVoice Integrative 
Therapies, 4994 Park Lake Road, East Lansing. (517) 
897-0714, lotusvoice48823.com.
Near Death of Howard Storm. 7 p.m. FREE. 
Pilgrim Congregational United Church of Christ, 
125 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. (517) 484-7434. 
pilgrimucc.com.
Tease-A-Gogo: Trailer Trash. Burlesque, drag, 
costume contest, dunk tank and more. 9 p.m. $10. 
The Avenue Cafe, 2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
teaseagogo.com.

events
Karaoke. With Atomic D. 9 p.m. LeRoy's Classic 
Bar & Grill, 1526 S. Cedar St., Lansing. (517) 482-
0184.   
Stewardship Morning. Volunteers help restore 
habitat; care for the park, 9-11 a.m. FREE. Harris 
Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos. (517) 
349-3866. meridian.mi.us.

Habitat's Bike to Build. Bike ride benefiting 
Habitat for Humanity. 8-10 a.m. $35. Redeemer 
United Methodist Church, 13980 Schavey Road, 
DeWitt. (517) 374-1313, active.com.
Grand Art Market. A day of art and music. 9-5 
p.m. FREE. Lansing City Market, 325 City Market 
Drive, Lansing. (517) 483-7460. lansingcitymarket.
com/events.
All-Class Eastern High Reunion. Bring a dish. 
Hot dogs provided. 1 p.m. Eastern High School, 
220 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. (517) 755-1050, 
lansingschools.net.
St Casimir Corn Roast 2014. Three days of 
food and music. 5 p.m.-midnight, FREE. St. Casimir 
Catholic Church, 800 W. Barnes Ave., Lansing. (517) 
482-1346, stcas.org.
Tee Off for Charity: GolfFest. To raise money 
for Meridian Township residents. 7 a.m.-3 p.m. 
$5. Meridian Sun Golf Course, 1018 Haslett Road, 
Haslett. 
Mason Aviation Day. Food, airplane rides and 
aviation exhibits. 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m. FREE. Mason 
Jewett Airport, 655 Aviation Drive, Mason. (517) 589-
5051, eaa55.org.
Bike to Build Fundraiser. To benefit lower 
income families of Greater Lansing. 8-10 a.m. $35. 
Redeemer United Methodist Church, 13980 Schavey 
Rd., DeWitt. (517) 227-1771 ext. 4, habitatlansing.org. 

musiC
Matt LoRusso Trio.  Jazz. 9 p.m.-midnight, FREE. 
Troppo, 111 S. Washington Square, Lansing. (517) 
371-4000.
Horse the Band. With special guest Math the 
Band. 7 p.m. $12. Mac's Bar, 2700 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. (517) 484-6795. ow.ly/AcciF.

theAter
"The Big Bang." For details see Aug 14. 3 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. $22 matinee/$25 evening. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam, Williamston. (517) 655-7469. 
williamstontheatre.org.
"Baby Bear and the Big Bad Wolf." For details 
see Aug 15. 7 p.m. $7/$5 ages 12 and under. Eaton 
Rapids Public School, 912 Greyhound Drive, Eaton 
Rapids. (517) 339-2145, ow.ly/Ac9MI.
"Married Alive!" For details, see Aug. 14. 8 
p.m. $12/$10 seniors. Ledges Playhouse, 137 
Fitzgerald Park Drive, Grand Ledge. (517) 318-0579, 
overtheledge.org.

sunday, August 17
ClAsses And seminArs
Spiritual Talk, Pure Meditation and Silent 
Prayer. 7 p.m. FREE. Self Realization Meditation 
Healing Centre, 7187 Drumheller Road, Bath. (517) 
641-6201, selfrealizationcentremichigan.org
Juggling. Learn how to juggle. 2-4 p.m. FREE. 
Orchard Street Pumphouse, 368 Orchard St., East 
Lansing. (517) 371-5119, ruetenik@gmail.com.
Charlotte Yoga Club. Practicing Vinyasa Yoga. 
For beginners to intermediate. 3:30 p.m. $5 
annual membership. AL!VE, 800 W. Lawrence Ave., 
Charlotte. (517) 285-0138, charlotteyoga.net.
Lansing Area Codependents Anonymous. 
Third floor meeting room. 2-3 p.m. FREE. CADL 
Downtown Lansing, 401 S. Capitol Ave., Lansing. 
(517) 515-5559, coda.org.

events
Great Lakes Feis. Traditional Irish dance music 
and art competition. 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. $7/free for 
16 and under. Lansing Center, 333 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. greatlakesfeis.org.
Swing & Light Variety Dance. Hosted by Lansing 

Eagles. 5-9 p.m. $8. Lansing Eagles, 4700 N. Grand 
River Ave., Lansing. (517) 490-7838. (517) 490-7838. 

theAter
"The Big Bang." For details see Aug 14. 2 
p.m. $22. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. Putnam, 
Williamston. (517) 655-7469, williamstontheatre.org.
"Married Alive!"  For details, see Aug. 14. 8 
p.m. $12/$10 seniors. Ledges Playhouse, 137 
Fitzgerald Park Drive, Grand Ledge. (517) 318-0579, 
overtheledge.org.

monday, August 18
ClAsses And seminArs
Adult Rape Survivor Support Group. 
Registration preferred. 6-7:30 p.m. FREE. Women’s 
Center of Greater Lansing, 1710 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. (517) 372-9163.
Job Seekers Support Group. Finding the right 
career. 10 a.m.-noon, FREE. Women’s Center of 
Greater Lansing, 1710 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 
372-9163, womenscenterofgreaterlansing.org.
Support Group. For the divorced, separated and 
widowed. Room 9. 7:30 p.m. St. David’s Episcopal 
Church, 1519 Elmwood Road, Lansing. (517) 323-2272, 
stdavidslansing.org.
5 Elements Qigong Class. Exercises to condition 
the body and quiet the mind. 5:30-6:30 p.m. $10. 
Harris Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos. 
(517) 349-3866, meridian.mi.us.
Sleep Deprived and Alive. Learn how to sleep 
better with nutrition. 6:15 p.m. FREE. Rassel-
Daigneault Family Chiropractic, 537 N. Clippert St., 
Lansing. (517) 203-2090, achiro.net.

events
Ancestry Club. Learn & share genealogy tips. 
Call to register. 10 a.m.-noon. FREE. Delta Township 
District Library, 5130 Davenport Drive, Lansing. (517) 
321-4014 ext. 4, dtdl.org.
Social Bridge. No partner needed. 1-4 p.m. $1.50. 
Delta Township Enrichment Center, 4538 Elizabeth 
Road, Lansing. (517) 484-5600.  
Mac’s Monday Comedy Night. Hosted by Mark 
Roebuck and Dan Currie. 9:30 p.m. FREE. Mac’s 
Bar, 2700 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 484-6795, 
macsbar.com.
Club Shakespeare. 6-8:45 p.m. Donations. CADL 
Downtown Lansing, 401 S. Capitol Ave., Lansing. 
(517) 348-5728, cadl.org.
Saints, Sinners & Cynics. Lively conversation, 
variety of topics, no judgment. 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
FREE. Coral Gables, 2838 E. Grand River Ave., East 

Out on the town
from page 34

See Out on the Town, Page 36

RED FOX COMICS

By ALLAN I. ROSS
When the company 

that Daniel Rust worked for 
relocated his insurance claims 
position to Wisconsin, he 
opted not to make the move. 
Instead, he followed a lifelong 
dream — heck, the lifelong 
dream of millions of kids. 

“As long as I can 
remember, I’ve always 
wanted to have my own 
comic book store,” Rust said. 
“It took long enough, but it’s 
a reality now.” 

His store, Red Fox Comics, 
opened last week (the name 
being an in-joke with his wife 
referring to a gag on “Trigger 
Happy TV,” a British “Candid 
Camera”-style show). It 

anchors the west 
end of the local 

comic book 
store scene; it 
joins Hollow 

Mountain 
Comics in East 

Lansing and Clem’s Comics, 
Stephen’s Way and Fun 4 All 
in Lansing. 

Rust, 39, has no 
employees, but said he will 
be hiring as the business 
grows. 

Rust doesn’t fit the “Comic 
Book Guy” stereotype — 

he’s not condescending to 
neophytes, and no, he doesn’t 
have a basement full of boxes 
of comic books. 

“I had to sell most of my 
stuff in my earlier years, so my 
personal collection only goes 
back to mid-‘90s,” he said.  “I 
kind of got out of it, but when 
I started going to Comic Cons 
in recent years, it reignited an 
old flame.” 

The 1,400-square-foot 
store is on Lansing’s west side, 
just west of the Lansing Mall. 
Red Fox Comics will start with 
all new releases, but Rust said 
as time goes on, he hopes to 
supplement his stock with 
older books. His store also 
specializes in an array of 
comics-related merchandise, 
as well as paperbacks and 
graphic novels. 

“(Comics) used to be only 
for the nerdy guys like myself, 
but now they’re chic because 
of the movies,” Rust said. “If 
you’re a fan of the movie, 
you’re a fan of the character. 
I doubt if most girls would 
know about Green Arrow if 
not for the ‘Arrow’ TV show, 
but they wear shirts with him 
on it. (This business) is more 
than just about comics.” 

He’s not going to be 

stocking any gaming 
materials, and hasn’t started 
carrying busts or figurines 
(yet). He said his personal 
favorite is Aquaman, but 
that a lot of people have 
an inherent misconception 
about what the comics world 
encompasses. 

“Comic books aren’t just 
cloaks and capes,” he said. 
“A lot of people don’t realize 
that  ‘Walking Dead’ is a 
graphic novel. The popularity 
of (comics) is just so huge 
right now.” 

But he has mixed 
emotions about the industry 
he loves going mainstream. 

“When you used to go to 
a Comic Con, you used to be 
able to just show up and walk 
right in,” he said. “”Now you’re 
waiting three-and-a-half 
hours to get in.” 

It’s a good problem to 
have. 

Red Fox Comics
723 Brookside Drive, Lansing
Noon-8 p.m. Monday-Friday; 
10 a.m.-8 p.m. Saturday; noon-
5 p.m. Sunday
(517) 574-4974, redfoxcomics.
co, facebook.com/
redfoxcomics

New
townin

Alexa McCarthy/City Pulse 
Red Fox 
Comics 

opened last 
week on 

Lansing's west 
side.
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Lansing. (517) 882-9733, saintmichaellansing.org.
Ballet StoryTime. Learn simple ballet moves. 
10:30-11:15 a.m. FREE. East Lansing Public 
Library, 950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. (517) 
351-2420, elpl.org.
Peace & Justice Planning. Greater Lansing 
Network Against War and Injustice. 7 p.m. FREE. 
donations welcome. Unitarian Universalist Church, 
855 Grove St., East Lansing. (517) 410-1243. 
Project 60/50 Film Series. Watch "Fruitvale 
Station." Panel discussion to follow. 6:30-9 p.m. 
FREE. East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbot Road, 
East Lansing. (517) 351-2420, elpl.org.
Out of This World Book Club. "Parasite" 
by Mira Grant. 7-8:30 p.m. FREE. East Lansing 
Public Library, 950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
(517) 351-2420, elpl.org.

musiC
 
Open Jam at (SCENE) Metrospace. All 
talents and styles welcome. 7 p.m. $3. (SCENE) 
Metrospace, 110 Charles St., East Lansing. (517) 319-
6832, facebook.com/scenemetrospace.

tuesday, August 19
ClAsses And seminArs
Not So Happy Endings Support Group. For 
women ending relationships. 5:30-7:30 p.m. FREE. 
Women’s Center of Greater Lansing, 1710 E. Michigan 
Ave., Lansing. (517) 896-3311.
Hopeful Hearts Grief Group. Learn, grow 
and heal together. 10-11 a.m. FREE. The Marquette 
Activity Room, 5968 Park Lake Road, East Lansing. 

(517) 381-4866. 
Capital City Toastmasters Meeting. Learn 
public speaking and leadership skills. 7 p.m. FREE. 
CADL Downtown Lansing, 401 S. Capitol Ave., 
Lansing. (517) 367-6300, cadl.org.
Speakeasies Toastmasters. Improve listening, 
analysis, leadership and presentation skills. 12:05-1 
p.m. FREE. Ingham County Human Services Building, 
5303 S. Cedar St., Lansing. (616) 841-5176.
Using Gmail. Beginners class. 6-8 p.m. FREE. 
Foster Community Center, 200 N. Foster Ave., 
Lansing. (517) 708-4394, iteclansing.org.
Starting a Business. Costs, planning and more. 
9-11 a.m. FREE. Small Business Development Center, 
LCC, Suite 110, 309 N. Washinton Square, Lansing. 
(517) 483-1921, sbdcmichigan.org.
HERO: Life after foreclosure. Call to register or 
email bruce@glhc.org. 6-8 p.m. FREE. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple St. Lansing. 
(517) 372-5980, glhc.org.
Reflexology. Stress relief. Call for an appointment. 
12:30-3:30 p.m. $15 per 15 minutes. Meridian Senior 
Center, 4000 N. Okemos Road, Okemos. (517) 706-
5045. 
Hearing Screening. No appointment needed. 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. FREE. Meridian Senior Center, 4000 N. 
Okemos Road, Okemos. (517) 706-5045. 
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. Have a support 
system, lose weight. 7 p.m. FREE to visit. Eaton 
Rapids Medical Center, 1500 S. Main St., Eaton 
Rapids. (517) 543-0786.
Lansing Area Codependents Anonymous. 
5:45-6:45 p.m. FREE. Everybody Reads Books and 
Stuff, 2019 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 515-5559, 
coda.org.

events
DTDL Crafters. Work on your handcraft project. 

Out on the town
from page 35

WEDNESDAY, AUg. 20 >> ROCKINg ON ThE RIvER 

Drop your anchor and belly up to the bar on the Michigan Princess as the band Charley 
Horse rocks Grand River Park on Lansing’s southwest side. Proceeds from food and 
drink sales go to Lansing’s Park and Recreation Youth Scholarship Fund. 7-9 p.m. FREE. 
Grand River Park at 3205 Lansing Road, Lansing. (517) 483-4277, lansing.org.

FRIDAY, AUg.15 >> MOONLIghT BOOTLEggER 5K 

Run from the imaginary feds over the hill and through the woods toward the finish 
line. Celebrate the end of the race the way our bootlegging predecessors would 
have celebrated the end of Prohibition: with booze, music and dancing. If only 
there was a speakeasy rest area loaded with cigar smoke, the illusion would be 
complete. 6:30-10:45 p.m. $28-$45. Ionia Recreation Area, 2738 W. Riverside Drive, 
Saranac. More information at bootlegger5k.com.

ThURSDAY, AUg. 14 >> PIzzA PARTY AT ThE CAPITOL 

A minimum donation of $5 will get you a slice of pizza, a beverage and an ice cream 
at the third annual pizza party on the Capitol’s lawn. Hosted by the Michigan Education 
Trust and sponsored by Hungry Howie’s, the donations will benefit foster youth getting 
into colleges. The luncheon takes place from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.; donations from debit and 
credit cards can also be made online at michigan.gov/setwithmet.

MONDAY, AUg. 18 >> OPEN JAM AT (SCENE) METROSPACE 

Pat Zelenka leads an open jam — bring your instruments and play music with other 
musicians and anyone else interested in performing. 6-10 p.m. FREE. (SCENE) 
Metrospace, 110 Charles St., East Lansing. (517) 319-6832.
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Charlotte is a sweet little 
girl. She bonds quickly 
especially if you have a few 
cookies to share!

Noodle is a unique girl! She loves playing 
and has quite a bit of energy. She will need 
an experienced owner.
Sponsored by: Linn & Owen Jewelers  
517-482-0054

Charlotte

Noodle
Whiskers is an older girl who is looking for a 
sunshiny spot to relax in the sun.

In Memory of Whitey

Whiskers

Okemos
1802 W. Grand River 

517.349.8435
Dewitt

12286 U.S. 127 
517.669.8824
Lansing
5200 S. MLK

517.882.1611
5206 W. Saginaw Hwy. 

517.323.6920
Charlotte 

515 Lansing Road 
517.541.1700soldanspet.com

Duckie is the sweetest pit! She is very calm 
& docile. She loves to waddle around on a 
walk and will do anything for a cookie/kiss.

Sponsored by: Dale & Matt Schrader

Duckie

Ingham County Animal Shelter
To adopt one of these pets from the ICAS call (517) 676-8370.  600 Curtis St., Mason, MI 48854.  ac.ingham.org

Opal is a younger, smaller 
cat. She is a nice, friendly 
girl, but she is not fond 
of dogs.

Opal STORE HOURS
Mon 9am - 9pm
Tue 9am - 9pm

Wed 9am - 9pm
Thu 9am - 9pm

Fri 9am - 9pm
Sat 9am - 9pm

Sun 9am - 8pm

2655 East 
Grand River

East Lansing, MI 48823
(517) 324-9010foodsforliving.com

Sponsor a pet on 
the next Adoption 
Page for only $35 

$6 goes to the shelter. 
To sponsor, call by Nov 3: 999-5061 Now!! 
Adopt a pet on this page & Soldan's will 

thank you with  a $10 gift certificate. 
Contact (517) 999-5061 after you adopt

See Out on the Town, Page 37



2:30-4 p.m. FREE. Delta Township District Library, 
5130 Davenport Drive, Lansing. (517) 321-4014 ext. 4. 
dtdl.org.
Bible and Beer. Discussion of scripture in 
everyday settings. 6 p.m. Midtown Brewing Co., 
402 S. Washington Square, Lansing. (517) 482-0600, 
bibleandbeer@ccclansing.org. 
Arabic Club. Practice listening to and speaking 
Arabic. 7-8 p.m. FREE. East Lansing Public 
Library, 950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. (517) 
351-2420, elpl.org.

theAter
"Snow Queen" Auditions. Production fee if 
cast. 6:45 p.m. Schmidt Community Center, 5815 
Wise Road, Lansing. (517) 339-2145, freewebs.com/
midmichfamilytheatre.

Wednesday, August 20
ClAsses And seminArs
Family Storytime. Ages up to 6. Stories, rhymes 
and activities. 10:30 a.m. FREE. CADL South Lansing 
Library, 3500 S. Cedar St., Lansing. (517) 367-6363.
Meditation. For beginners and experienced. 7-9 
p.m. FREE. Vietnamese Buddhist Temple, 3015 S. 
Washington Ave., Lansing. (517) 351-5866. 
Community Conversation. Beauty and variety of 
Michigan geology. 7 p.m. FREE. Okemos Library, 4321 
Okemos Road, Okemos. (517) 347-2021, cadl.org.
Sex Work and the Law. Discussion. 6-7 p.m. 
FREE. Pilgrim Congregational United Church of 
Christ, 125 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. (517) 484-
7434, pilgrimucc.com.
Overeaters Anonymous. 7 p.m. FREE. First 
Congregational United Church of Christ, 210 W. 
Saginaw Highway, Grand Ledge. (517) 256-6954, 
fcgl.org.

events
DTDL Book Club. Carol Rifka Brunt's "Tell the 
Wolves I'm Home." 6-7:30 p.m. FREE. Delta Township 
District Library, 5130 Davenport Drive, Lansing. (517) 
321-4014 ext. 4, dtdl.org.
Practice Your English. 7-8 p.m. FREE. East 
Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. (517) 351-2420.
Allen Street Farmers Market. Featuring 
locally grown/prepared foods. Live music. 3-6:30 
p.m. FREE. Allen Street Farmers Market, 1619 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. (517) 999-3911. 
Capital Area Crisis Men’s Rugby Practice. 

Weather permitting. All experience levels welcome. 
6:30 p.m. FREE. St. Joseph Park, 2151 W. Hillsdale 
St., Lansing. crisisrfc.com. 
Summer Baby Time. Intended for ages 0-2 yrs. 
with adult. 10:30-11 a.m. FREE. East Lansing Public 
Library, 950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. (517) 351-
2420, elpl.org.
Welcome Kindergarten. Story time for kids 
entering kindergarten. 2-3 p.m. FREE. East Lansing 
Public Library, 950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. (517) 
351-2420, elpl.org/register.
Teen Crafternoon: Tie Dye. You supply the shirt, 
we supply the dye. 1-3 p.m. FREE. East Lansing 
Public Library, 950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. (517) 
351-2420, elpl.org.
Practice Your English. 7-8 p.m. FREE. East 
Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing. (517) 351-2420.

musiC
Secret Grief. Live performance. 7 p.m. $8. Mac's 
Bar, 2700 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 484-6795, 
ow.ly/Acmk0.
IM5. With guests the House on the Cliff. 6 p.m. $15. 
The Loft, 414 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. fusionshows.
com.
Rockin' on the River. Rock music by Charley 
Horse. 7-9 p.m. Grand River Park, 3001 Lansing 
Road, Lansing. (517) 483-4277, lansingmi.gov/parks.

theAter
"Snow Queen" Auditions. Production fee if 
cast. 6:45 p.m. Schmidt Community Center, 5815 
Wise Road, Lansing. (517) 339-2145, freewebs.com/
midmichfamilytheatre.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 34

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 34 

City Pulse Classifieds
Interested in placing a classified ad in City Pulse?
(517) 999-5066 or adcopy@lansingcitypulse.com

City Pulse is seeking candidates to join 
its sales team.  Full time and part time positions available. 
Sales experience required, preferably in advertising/
marketing.  Opportunity to grow.  EEO.  Submit resume to 
denis@lansingcitypulse.com.

Lawn Mowing Service 
30 years experience. Reasonable. 

(517) 528-7870. Ask for Dave. 

Meridian Mall Arts, crafts, antiques, collectibles & 
home-business shows. Oct. 17-19, 31-Nov. 2, Nov. 14-16. 
Space limited. For info, visit smetankacraftshows.com or 
call  (810) 658-0440 or 658-8080.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Researchers in Peru 
have recently tracked down many previously unknown 
varieties of wild cacao plants. What that means is that 
there are exotic kinds of chocolate that you and I have 
never dreamed of, and they will be commercially avail-
able within a few years. As delicious as your Chocolove 
XOXOX Extra Strong Dark candy bar may taste to 
you now, you will eventually journey further into a new 
frontier of ecstatic delectability. I propose that we use 
this theme as a metaphor for the work you have ahead 
of you right now. It is time for you to make good things 
even better -- to take fun diversions and transform them 
into experiences that engender transcendent bliss. Turn 
"yes" into "YESSSS!!!!"

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): At your next meal, 
imagine that the food you are eating is filled with special 
nutrients that enhance your courage. During the meal 
after that, fantasize that you are ingesting ingredients 
that will boost your perceptiveness. The next time you 
snack, visualize your food as being infused with elements 
that will augment the amount of trust you have in your-
self. Then you will be ready to carry out your assignment 
for the coming weeks: Use your imagination to pump 
up your courage and perceptiveness as you carry out 
smart adventures that you haven't trusted yourself 
enough to try before now.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The leaves and berries 
of the deadly nightshade plant are highly poisonous. If 
ingested, they cause delirium and death. On the other 
hand, a drug obtained from the same plant is on the 
World Health Organization's List of Essential Medicines. 
It's helpful in treating many illnesses, from gastrointesti-
nal and heart problems to Parkinson's. Is there a meta-
phorical equivalent in your life, Gemini? An influence that 
can either be sickening or healing, depending on various 
factors? I suspect that now is one of those times when 
you should be very focused on ensuring that the healing 
effect predominates.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): A New York doctor 
offers a service he calls Pokertox. Jack Berdy injects 
Botox into poker players' faces so as to make their 
expressions hard to read. With their facial muscles 
paralyzed, they are in no danger of betraying subtle 
emotional signals that might help their opponents guess 
their strategy. I understand there might sometimes be 
value in adopting a poker face when you are in the midst 
of trying to win at poker or other games. But for the 
foreseeable future, Cancerian, I recommend the oppo-
site approach. You're most likely to be successful if you 
reveal everything you're feeling. Let your face and eyes 
be as eloquent as they can be.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): When we are launching any big 
project, our minds hide from us the full truth about how 
difficult it will be. If we knew beforehand all of the tests 
we would eventually face, we might never attempt it. 
Economist Albert O. Hirschman called this the principle 
of the "hiding hand." It frees us to dive innocently into 
challenging work that will probably take longer than we 
thought and compel us to access new resources and 
creativity. To be clear: What's hidden from us are not 
only the obstacles but also the unexpected assistance 
we will get along the way.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The literal meaning of 
the Swedish word smultronställe is "wild strawberry 
patch." Metaphorically, it refers to a special place 
that feels like your private sanctuary. It may be hard-
to-find or unappreciated by others, but for you it's a 
spot that inspires you to relax deeply. You might have 
had a life-changing epiphany there. When you're in 
this refuge, you have a taste of what it's like to feel 
at home in the world. Do you have a smultronställe, 
Virgo? If not, it's time to find one. If you already do, 
spend extra time there in the coming week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): If I'm reading the astrologi-
cal omens correctly, the bells are about to ring for you. 

The festive lights will flash. The celebratory anthems 
will throb. It's like you're going to win a fortune on a TV 
quiz show; like you will get an A+ on your final exam; like 
you'll be picked as homecoming king or queen. But it's 
possible I'm a bit off in my projections, and your success 
will be subtler than I anticipate. Maybe, in fact, you are 
about to accomplish the Healing of the Year, or discover 
the Secret of the Decade, or enjoy the Most Meaningful 
Orgasm of the Century.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): A teenage Pakistani boy 
decided he wanted to help his country's government 
clean up the local Internet. Ghazi Muhammad Abdullah 
gathered a list of over 780,000 porn sites and sent it to 
the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority. Big job! Hard 
work! I would love to see you summon similar levels 
of passion and diligence as you work in behalf of your 
favorite cause, Scorpio. The coming weeks will be prime 
time for you to get very excited about the changes you 
would like to help create in the world.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Working as a 
journalist for the Papua New Guinea Post-Courier, 
Simon Eroro wanted to interview a group of indigenous 
rebels in a remote jungle. He decided he was willing to 
do whatever was necessary to get the big scoop. After 
making a difficult journey through rough terrain to reach 
them, he was told he would be given the information 
that he sought on one condition: that he be circumcised 
with bamboo sticks as part of a cleansing ritual. Eroro 
agreed to the procedure, got the story, and ultimately 
won a prize for his report. I don't recommend that 
you go quite that far in pursuit of your current goal, 
Sagittarius. On the other hand, it might be wise for you 
to consider making a sacrifice.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Kintsukuroi is a 
Japanese word that literally means "golden repair." 
It refers to the practice of fixing cracked pottery 
with lacquer that's blended with actual gold or silver. 
Metaphorically, it suggests that something may become 
more beautiful and valuable after being broken. The 
wounds and the healing of the wounds are integral parts 
of the story, not shameful distortions to be disguised or 
hidden. Does any of that resonate with you about your 
current experience, Capricorn? I'm guessing it does. 
Let's call this the kintsukuroi  phase of your cycle.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Near the end of his 
career, the painter Henri Matisse created a paper-cut 
composition he called Le Bateau, or The Boat. It is an 
abstract piece that does not depict a literal boat. That's 
why the Museum of Modern Art in New York should per-
haps be forgiven for mistakenly hanging it upside-down 
back in 1961, upon first acquiring the piece. Fortunately, 
after a month and a half, a knowledgeable person 
noticed, and the position of Le Bateau was corrected. 
I'm wondering if there's a comparable phenomenon 
going on with you right now, Aquarius? Is it possible that 
a part of your life got inverted or transposed? If so, will 
you be sharp enough to see the goof and brave enough 
to fix it? I hope you won't allow this error to persist.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): "I owe my success to 
having listened respectfully to the very best advice," said 
British author G. K. Chesterton, "and then going away 
and doing the exact opposite." I'm going to endorse that 
approach for you, Pisces. In my astrological opinion, 
I don't think anyone can possibly give you accurate 
counsel in the coming weeks. Your circumstances are 
too unique and your dilemmas are too idiosyncratic for 
even the experts to understand, let alone the people 
who care for you and think they own a piece of you. I do 
suspect it might be useful for you to hear what everyone 
has to say about your situation, though. Seeing their mis-
taken or uninformed perspectives should help you get 
clarity about what's right.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny           August 13-19

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT MESSAGE 
HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Out on the town
from page 36
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Offering one of the largest selections of wine in the Lansing 
area

Build-your-own six-packs from our large selection of craft 
brews

We always offer 10% off on 6 bottles and 15% off on 12 
bottles of wine, mix/match
 
 (coupon)
10% off 3 bottles of wine, mix/match…coupon must be 
presented at our Williamston store only  Expiration 8/30/14
 

500 Williamston Center Road, Williamston    (517) 655-2898     merindorfmeats.com    Hours: Mon-Sat: 9a-7p, Sun: 10a-6p

Offering one of the largest selections of wine in the Lansing area
Build-your-own six-packs from our large selection of craft brews

We always offer 10% off on 6 bottles and 
15% off on 12 bottles of wine, mix/match

10% OFF
3 bottles of wine, 

mix/match
Must present coupon. Valid at 
our Williamston location only.

Expiration 9/20/14

Dusty's is proud to announce the arrival of 

Zingerman's Bakehouse 

                     beginning August 21st

Special orders welcome on most all Zingerman's bakehouse items with 2 day notice.

We need your feedback on what 
you want us to carry.

Email your suggestions to 
bread@dustyscellar.com.

HE ATE                             SHE ATE
East Lansing gets lucky with Black Cat Bistro

By GABRIELLE JOHNSON
First, the bad: The website looks like it’s only half-developed and doesn’t list pric-

es. You’ve got to pay for parking in downtown East Lansing. And it’s pricy — I’m not 
made of money, a fact I frequently lament. The good: Everything else. Everything we 
had there during two separate meals was fresh, innovative and worth eating again. 

My boyfriend and I met for lunch and decided to sit outside and enjoy the 
nearby courtyard. Crazed with hunger, the moment we sat dow-
nI ordered an appetizer I remembered seeing on the website, 
asparagus tartar ($8). I didn’t know what it was, but I knew 
that asparagus was a safe bet for both of us. Our bet paid off 
handsomely when we were presented with chopped asparagus 
topped with chopped tomato formed into a mound, surrounded 
by crisp slices of crostini and drizzled with balsamic vinegar. 
The tartar was cool, refreshing, flavorful, and the moment the 

crostini ran out the waitress offered more. 
He ordered the Cajun-spiced chicken club sandwich special ($9), which came 

with fries. I ordered the lobster roll ($15), which also came with fries. His only 
beef (er, chicken?) with the sandwich was that it was cheeseless. A well-spiced, 
oversized chicken breast was topped with two thick slices of bacon, crisp Ro-
maine lettuce, and mayonnaise. (He asked them to hold the tomato.) The fries 
were fantastic. We hadn’t read the description carefully and were surprised to 
see a mix of sweet potato and Idaho potatoes, obviously made in-house, thickly 
sliced, perfectly salted, hot and fresh. 

My lobster roll was out of this world. Slightly spicy, smoky lobster was mixed into 
a salad, topped with peppery arugula, slices of tomato and a spicy aioli on lightly 
grilled ciabatta bread. Yes, the sandwich was $15. Worth it. This was one of the best 
sandwiches I’ve had lately. 

We went back for dinner the next week and continued to explore the menu. We 
started with the chicken lollipops ($9), four chicken drumsticks on a thick slab of 
cornbread with honey and jalapeño sauce. This cornbread was exceptional, which 
is a rare find and something I didn’t know I was missing until I found it. I’d love to 
see the fabulous cornbread featured in more dishes, or just brought to the tables in a 
basket. I know I personally would shovel an entire basket in my face any old day. 

My boyfriend ordered the avocado crabwich ($12), an extra-large crab cake set 
on thick mango slices that was topped with arugula, tomato, avocado, and a mild 
roasted garlic aioli. The ingredients 

By MARK NIXON
Memo to the owners of Black Cat Bistro:
Check to see who prepared the food at about 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 22. Specifi-

cally, who prepared the asparagus tartar, the peanut crusted goat cheese fritters, the 
Albert Ave. street corn and the avocado crabwich. Seek them out. Praise them. Shake 
their hands and ask them to recreate these dishes every day, right to the very last 
drop of balsamic reduction.

Yes, it was that good. And totally unexpected, given our first, so-so 
experience with this new bistro in downtown East Lansing. 

But let’s not spoil the mood. Let’s first delve into what Black Cat 
does right. Our college-bound granddaughter oohed and aahed over 
the wrought-iron ceiling lights, the backlit bar and especially the 
glassware etched with sleek silhouettes of black cats. 

“It’s like cool people hang out here,” she said.  
To which Grandpa silently replied: “Yeah, whatever — where’s the food?”
When the appetizers arrived, it was my turn to ooh and aah. I had the Albert Ave. 

street corn ($6) — chunks of corn on the cob rolled in a spiced-up queso fresco and a 
little lime aioli. The only way it could be better is with local, height-of-season sweet corn.

My wife ordered the goat cheese fritters ($9), served with caramelized onions and 
saffron honey.  This had at least three of the elemental tastes — sweet, bitter and salty — 
plus crunch and silken creaminess thrown in for good measure. 

Our granddaughter had the asparagus tartar ($8), and this one took the prize. It’s a 
wheel of blanched, finely chopped asparagus, topped with a same-sized wheel of tomato 
concassé (finely chopped, seeded tomatoes). 

The dish is eye candy and tastes better than it looks, thanks to minced garlic 
mixed into the asparagus and a balsamic reduction drizzled on the plate. This is a 
perfect summer dish.

For the main course, I had the avocado crabwich ($12). Now, there are many crab 
cakes out there, and many are bad. The problem is usually too much filler — usually flour 
— that masks the crab’s natural sweetness. At Black Cat, the jumbo crabmeat is front and 
center. True, less filler means the crab cake may crumble if you look at it wrong. No mat-
ter. The crab is the star, even slightly rumpled and torn. It’s even more stellar with mango, 
arugula and roasted garlic aioli, as it’s served here.

But there is room for improvement. The steamed mussels ($16) were overcooked 
and thus tough. Mixing in bits of chorizo robbed the mussels of what flavor remained 
after overcooking.

Perfection on a plate

Black Cat Bistro
115 Albert Ave., East Lansing

11 a.m.-2 a.m. daily
(517) 580-3821, blackcatbistroel.com
FB, OM, P, RES, TO, WiFi, $$$-$$$$

Looks great, tastes better

See He Ate, Page 39 See She Ate, Page 39



were fresh, the mango was an interest-
ing play on the traditional flavors of crab 
cakes, but the sandwich needed a little 
texture. I marveled at the bright colors on 
his plate before I became preoccupied by 
my own meal, which again stole the show 
and had me congratulating myself for be-
ing an entrée-ordering genius. 

The steamed mussels and frites ($16) 
looks impressive before you even have 
your first whiff of garlic or your first slurp 
of chorizo-laced broth. Again, worth it. 
Mussels were heaped into a deep dish 
and bathing in a spicy, smoky broth with 
red onion, garlic, and chunks of chorizo. 
Thick slices of char-grilled baguette were 
perfect to soak up the juice when I took 
a break from scooping the mussels out of 
their shells and encouraging the boyfriend 
to stick his nose into the broth and take 
a whiff, because I am just that kind of 
annoying eater. The same sweet and salty 

fries as last time perfectly complemented 
the shellfish. 

We asked the waitress for more 
bread. She quickly brought more and 
didn’t charge extra. She also didn’t 
charge us for my club soda, which 
means that she forever has my heart and 
must understand the complete idiocy 
of charging upwards of $2 for a glass of 
bubbly water. 

Her dessert recommendation, roasted 
pineapple rum cheesecake ($5), was 
a perfect ending to a meal that had 
already blown me away. Roasted, almost 
caramelized pineapple topped a thick, 
round cheesecake, a perfect portion 
size for two (or for me alone, but only 
if nobody will ever know). The creamy, 
luxurious cheesecake and made me want 
to lie my weary head down on a pillow 
made of the filling. The boyfriend kept 
swooping in for dollops of the vanilla 
custard dotting the plate. 

The only other bad thing I’ve got is 
that we haven’t been able to stop in yet for 
Sunday brunch — cornbread cakes are on 
the menu. 

I ordered that night’s drink special, white 
sangria ($6). To paraphrase Gertrude Stein, 
“There was no there, there.” If there was 
anything remotely like wine and fruit in this 
drink, I couldn’t detect it. I was about to 
send it back, but my wife said she’d drink it. 
“Not bad,” she pronounced. (This from the 
woman who once ate a plate of rotten shark 
in Iceland and declared it to be “not bad.”)

Now, roll back the calendar 10 days to 
Black Cat’s Sunday brunch. If the weather 
is right, ask for a table on the patio. It’s 
good for people watching. Abutting the 
patio is a small fountain tucked into a 
“vest pocket” park, which offers a dose of 
tranquility in an urban setting.

We began with Bloody Marys ($6). Mine, 
the Classic, was more cookie-cutter than 
classic. She had a Spartan Mary, made with 
cucumbers and tomatillos. Well, they got 

the color sort of right — Spartan-ish green. 
It was like a rough-cut smoothie with a 
modest vodka kick. This Sparty-inspired 
drink draws a personal foul and should be 
suspended for unspecified team violations.

Ditto the Mexican Migas ($10). In 
theory, this was preordained to be a hot 
dish. My first bite informed me the Migas 
was likely heated by walking it through 
a warm room. There were tortilla chips 
tossed with eggs, jalapeños and onion, 
avocados and cilantro crème fraîche. Only 
the crème fraîche stood out. 

On a sunnier note, the shaved aspara-
gus and arugula salad ($10) was master-
ful. Tossed with bacon, red onions, Parme-
san cheese and red wine vinaigrette, this 
could be an entire meal if the portion 
were a bit bigger.

Black Cat Bistro is practically brand new, 
so missteps and misbegotten attempts are 
to be expected. The good news is, they are 
getting more things right than wrong. I give 
Black Cat a full-throated Arnold Schwar-
zenegger-ish  “I’ll be back!”  
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fifth annual

Hosted by Clinton County
and Lansing affiliates

Registration:
8-10 am

Start/Finish at
Redeemer United
Methodist Church

13980 Schavey
Rd, DeWitt

Ride the countryside and help support Habitat for Humanity 
Clinton County and Lansing with each push of the pedal.
 SAG support
 Refreshment stops
 Includes BBQ lunch at the DeWitt Ox Roast
(Lunch will be served beginning at 11:30 am)

•
•
•

8.16.14
3 SCENIC ROUTES

• 20 MILE
• 45 MILE
• 75 MILE

Rider registration
 Aug 1-16: $35

Register at 
habitatlansing.org
habitatclinton.org

or active.com

She Ate
from page 38

He Ate
from page 38

Fireside Grill

FiresideGrillLansing.com517-882-7297

6951 Lansing Rd Dimondale, MI 48821
(Between Canal & Crowner Rds)

Steaks • Seafood • Burgers • Pasta • Salads

Early Bird Dinner Special
Are you one that likes saving money for something you have been planning to do
anyway?! Bring in this ad for dinner between 3 pm and 5 pm any day throughout

the month of August and receive a 20% Discount!
Offer expires August 31, 2014

20% OFF 20% OFF



must present coupon at time of order
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