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Buy Event Tickets or Donate online at www.artinthewild.org 
Questions: Call Melody Angel, M.D. at 989-550-1181

Holiday Celebration

Art in the Wild will provide opportunites to continuously 
inspire a public passion to protect our water resources.

Join us on Thursday, November 29, 2018
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm

At MSU BROAD (Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum)
541 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing
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Alissa Sweet

SWEET CUSTOM
JEWELRY

(517) 267-7600

1232-B Turner St.
Lansing, MI 48906

JEWELRY

Custom jewelry in Old Town
 
Tell your beautiful story of falling in love with a truly unique,
made-in-house, custom designed engagement ring from our Old Town
store. We can also transform your great-grandmother’s chunky brooch
into a beautiful wedding band. We pride ourselves on creating fabulous,
distinctive designs that reflect the personality of our customer as well
as the beauty of the diamonds and gemstones used in each piece. We are
able to accomplish all this with our in-house start-to-finish process,
from casting to stone setting and two expert jewelers for every design
requirement. This process is reflected on the customer’s bill; by
cutting out the middleman, we are able to offer custom designs at very
affordable prices. Working one-on-one with the owners of Sweet Custom
Jewelry, know that we take your precious memories and create
something completely new! We use computer aided design programs with
our clients. This helps them fully understand and participate in the
design process. Make sure to check out our Facebook page for
#TransformationThursday, where you can see the before and after pictures
of the stunning jewelry we produce for our clients. Experience the
pleasure of having your own personal jeweler making the designs you
love. Please accept our invitation and consider yourself welcome in our
retail store location, in Old Town, Lansing. We can't wait to meet you!

Joe Vitale

COLDWELL
BANKER
HUBBELL
BRIARWOOD

(517) 712-4500

830 W Lake Lansing Rd Suite 210
East Lansing, MI 48823

JoeSellsMi.com
Joe@Cb-Hb.com

OPEN HOUSES

Winter is also a great time to sell
your house!
How can a house look good enough to attract buyers even in the middle of
a Michigan winter? I am happy to report that with a few simple steps,
this is possible. Make sure there is a clear path through any snow; salt
your walkway and drive, even if flakes are still falling. Have a rubber
mat by the front door for sludgy shoes and a rack for wet umbrellas.
Once they enter the house, imagine them scanning it and prepare
accordingly. Window treatments should be opened and every light in the
house, including accent and closet lights, should be switched on. As a
rule of thumb, don’t forget to increase the brightness of your bulbs
when selling! If you have a fireplace, light it up, open the damper,
place a screen and don’t leave it unattended for too long. If you don’t
have a fireplace, make sure you turn the heat up a few degrees. Playing
jazz or classical music will go a long way to create that ambience. All
these little steps are to ensure that the buyers feel welcome and not
rushed to make a decision about their future home. As always, please
feel free to contact me for further information on selling your house in
this season.

Dallas Angelosanto

BLISS SALON

(517) 323-6388

5320 Ivan Street
Lansing, MI 48917

www.blisssalononline.com

SALON \ BARBER

Bliss Salon’s Holiday Gala 2018
 
Join us for a sparkling, glimmering and exclusive holiday boutique party
at Bliss Salon on Nov. 25 from 3 to 6 p.m. Following years of holiday
tradition, we bring to you another gala filled with your favorite people,
clothes, drinks and hors d’oeuvres! This holiday season, our boutique is
throwing its doors open once again for a wonderful holiday celebration.
Our salon has many complimentary services during the gala, too. Hot
paraffin hand dips, massages and braiding and curling stations. Ashley
Medina, who was a finalist in this year’s Top of the Town contest for
Best Hairstylist, will be giving hair tattoos, too! We have special
holiday gift sets available, as well as deals on our gift cards — so
treat yourself and a friend or loved one! At the end of the gala, we
will be giving away a Michael Kors watch. You’ll also have the
opportunity to win a $1,000 Bliss gift card. Shop local this holiday
season with us on Black Friday and Small Business Saturday. Please
contact us for further information about the gala. Happy holidays
everyone!

Delphi Glass

DELPHI GLASS

(517) 394-4685

3380 E Jolly Rd
Lansing, MI 48910

www.delphiglass.com

HOME & GARDEN

Spend time creating connections
and art
 This time of year, social media posts are filled with sentiments of
thankfulness and sharing about family traditions. Overwhelmingly, these
messages are not about things, but about loved ones and time spent
together.If you’re looking for an opportunity to spend more time
making memories, a chance to slow down and enjoy the company of
friends and family this season, you’re sure to be excited by the Art a
la Carte offerings at Delphi. Schedule your private event, bring your own
refreshments, a festive mood, and your guests - it’s party planning
simplified! Let Delphi set up the space, guide your group through a fun
project and clean up after your event.Glass art is timeless, and creating
special projects with people of all ages has been Delphi’s specialty for
more than forty-five years. With options for every group, the
possibilities are endless. Girls night out? You can make custom jewelry.
Looking for something that appeals to all ages and genders? Consider
custom drinkware, with options to create pilsner beer glasses, mugs,
wine glasses, even water bottles for the kids. Take some time to build
connections with the people in your life and leave with a fantastic glass
project made by you! You’ll be glad you had a relaxing, creative night
out, and you’ll have a cool piece of art to remember the event. Give
Delphi Glass a call today!

Jonathan Grocki

DART BANK

(517) 244-4410

368 S. Park St.
Mason, MI 48854

ACCOUNTING

How much money should I be saving
in my 20s, 30s, 40s? 
 The short answer here is obviously "as much as you can." That is not
always very helpful though when you're trying to balance student loan
payments, car payments, health insurance premiums, etc. Early on,
focusing on taking advantage of any employer matching contributions to a
401(k) plan is a great way to multiply your savings quickly. Many
employers will offer matching contributions of three percent of your
income or even more. From there, actively reducing any high-interest
debt and managing your expenses and your financial lifestyle are going to
be just as critical as accumulating assets. Saving 10 percent of your
income is a great target, but don't panic if you're not able to make that
work right away. Plan on making small increases every six months or
so. Moving from a five percent contribution to 6 percent in your
retirement plan won't feel so bad if you've also managed to reduce some
of your other debts and expenses. Most importantly. Do it now; even if
you're only saving one percent of your income, you are developing good
habits and strengthening financial muscles that you will need to use for
the rest of your life.
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Williamston’s transgender policies still under scrutiny
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‘Sincerely, Brenda’ makes hometown debut

CITY OF LANSING
SUMMARY OF

ADOPTED ORDINANCE # 1238
 
Lansing City Council adopted an Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, , to amend the purchasing, 
contracts, and sales ordinance, Chapter 206 of the Lansing Codified Ordinances, by adding sexual 
orientation and gender identity to nondiscrimination provision, Section 206.20(b).
Effective date: Upon publication 

Notice: The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City Clerk’s Office, 9th Floor, City 
 Hall, Lansing, Michigan. A copy of the full text of this Ordinance may be obtained from the 
 City Clerk’s Office, 9th Floor, City Hall, Lansing, Michigan at a fee determined by City Council.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/CMMC 
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#18-285

LEGAL NOTICE
CHARTER TOWNSHIP of LANSING

The 2019 General Fund Budget and Special Fund Budgets were adopted by the Board of Trustees 
at a regular meeting on October 30, 2018 and are available for review in the office of the Clerk during 
regular office hours.

Susan L. Aten, Clerk
Charter Township of Lansing

CP#18-287

Have something to say about a local issue or an item that appeared in our pages? 
Now you have two ways to sound off:

1.) Write a letter to the editor.
• E-mail: letters@ lansingcitypulse.com
• Snail mail: City Pulse, 1905              
   E. Michigan Ave., Lansing,      
   MI 48912
• Fax: (517) 371-5800

• At lansingcitypulse.com

2.) Write a guest column:

Contact Berl Schwartz for more information: publisher@lansingcitypulse.com or (517) 999-5061
(Please include your name, address and telephone number so we can reach you. Keep letters to 250 
words or fewer. City Pulse reserves the right to edit letters and columns.)
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Policies designed to protect transgen-
der students at Williamston Community 
Schools could still be on the chopping 
block following a contentious school 
board recall election.

Three trustees — Nancy Deal, Sarah 
Belanger and Christopher Lewis — were 
able to survive the recall effort. But Greg 
Talberg, the school board’s president, 
lost to Karen Potter, an opponent of the 
board’s controversial trnsgender policies. 
As a result, there could be enough sup-
port to amend or eliminate the policies.

“I’m concerned about the district 
continuing to protect with equity and 
equality the rights and protections of all 
students in our district,” said LGBTQ 
advocate Nicole Ellefson. “That should 
be the basis of all people’s concerns that 
are having to do with the school board.”

Ellefson, the mother of a teenage 
transgender student, avidly supports the 
policies that the board passed last year 
that were designed to ensure all students 
can feel safe and welcomed within the 
district. She has since become a sort of 
de-facto leader for those student protec-
tions.

Policy 8011 requires district officials to 
accept students regardless of their cho-
sen gender identities. Policy 9260 man-
dates alternatives to “gender-segregated” 
restrooms, locker rooms and other stu-
dent-used facilities.

The controversial protections triggered 
a recall election against four board mem-
bers. And a deep, community divide.

Some parents were simply intolerant 
of transgender lifestyles. Others, backed 
by the Bible, claimed their religious 
beliefs clashed with the policies. Many 
more took issue with “and/or” language 
in the policy that essentially gives district 
administrators discretion over whether 
parents should be involved in the conver-
sation.

“I would just hope school board mem-
bers would take this very seriously,” 
Ellefson added. “It’s their job to protect 
students and balance that against the 
rights of parents. If they put a policy into 
place that would not allow for any excep-
tion” for parental involvement, “that’d be 
fiscally irresponsible.”

Policy 8011 states that staff shall 
accept the chosen and genuinely held 

gender of a student “once the student 
and/or his or parent/guardian, as appro-
priate, notifies District administration” 
of their intentions. It was passed by 6-1 
vote, with recently reelected board mem-
ber Jeffrey West serving as the lone voice 
of dissent.

The board has repeatedly insisted that 
the “and/or” statement regarding paren-
tal notification was designed only for 
adult students and emancipated teen-
agers. Some officials floated scenarios 
where student safety concerns could also 
necessitate parents being left in the dark 
but parental engagement has otherwise 
been kept a priority.

Others, however, think the policies 
gave district officials an undue ability to 
push parents out of their child’s educa-
tion. West, for example, still wants an 
amendment to provide clarity and man-
date parents to “always” be involved in 
any discussions regarding student gen-
der transitions, he said.

But largely because Superintendent 
Adam Spina has refused to provide any 
operational clarity, residents have been 
left to decipher for themselves how the 
policy would work. And interpreta-

tions vary wildly from person to person. 
Ellefson also suggested that rescinding 
the policies could eventually lead to law-
suits against the district.

Potter, West and newly elected trustee 
Julie Conley have voiced a desire to either 
amend the policies or eliminate them in 
their entirety. Deal, Belanger and Lewis 
have each said they aren’t interested in 
adjusting the language. Those board 
members, should they revisit the topic, 
would likely face a deadlock — if not for 
Scott Gaffner.

Gaffner, who ran unopposed for anoth-
er seat on the board, has managed to 
keep a relatively low profile during the 
recent election largely for that reason. 
He wasn’t on the board during either 
policy vote. He didn’t respond to a survey 
from the League of Women Voters. He 
also hasn’t returned multiple calls from 
City Pulse.

But Common Sense in Education, an 
organization that backed the challeng-
ers and criticized the policies, opted to 
throw its public support behind Gaffner 
in the weeks that preceded the elec-
tion. His personal thoughts on the topic 
remain largely unclear, but his supporter 
base provides at least some insight into 
his potential leanings.

“I’m not going to speculate,” Potter 
said. “We’re really going to have to work 
through this. When the dust settles, we 
need to bring everyone back to the table 
and restart the process. Parental rights 
need to be mandated. I also don’t think 
we can come up with a plan without 
talking with the community.”

Lewis said any amendments would 
need to go back through the board’s 
policy committee before any suggested 
changes can come to fruition. He said 
there would need to be “some big, sub-
stantial changes” to make him want to 
reconsider any portion of the policy. If 
there’s a valid reason, however, he said 
he’s open to the conversation.

“I just don’t know for sure,” Lewis add-
ed. “I know that the three of us that got 
reelected feel strongly that the policies 
are needed to safeguard all kids in our 
district. It hasn’t gone back to the policy 
committee. There have been no motions. 
That doesn’t mean in the future there 
won’t be a push to do that. It’s really hard 
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OF THE WEEK
C

Congregation Shaarey Zedek (mean-
ing ‘Gates of Righteousness’) recently 
celebrated the 100th anniversary of the 
signing of its Articles of Association. After 
merging with a younger congregation 
in the 1930s, together they grew large 
enough to plan for a permanent home 
in the 1960s. Lansing area land develop-
er Francis Fine, who was the founder of 
local Fine-Bilt Homes and a member of 
the congregation, donated this 10-acre site 
on East Lansing’s western edge.  

Fine’s company, which built the tem-
ple,also constructed thousands of post-
war, moderate income houses and mod-
est apartment buildings throughout the 
Lansing area. He worked to affect Lansing 
zoning code changes and would advise the 
Israeli government on building homes for 
immigrants in the 1970s. 

The building was designed by the 
Detroit-based architecture firm of Smith, 
Hinchman & Grylls. Sited near the mid-
dle of the large lot, the building’s west 
elevation consists of a nearly featureless 
expanse of bricks. This understated base 
provides both a neutral backdrop of the 
bronze sculptures on the front of the 
building and a solid, grounding contrast 
to the heaven-soaring curve of the central 
tower over the sanctuary. Translucent roof 
panels and clerestory windows draw day-
light into the sanctuary during services.  

DANIEL E. BOLLMAN, AIA

1924 Coolidge Road
East Lansing

“Eye candy of the Week” is our look at some 
of the nicer properties in Lansing. It rotates each 
with Eyesore of the Week. If  you have a suggestion, 
please e-mail eye@lansingcitypulse.com or call Berl 
Schwartz at 999-5061.

Transgender student policies still at risk
Williamston board president
unseated in recall election

See Transgender, Page 6

“I’m concerned about 
the district continuing 
to protect with equity 
and equality the rights 
and protections of all 

students in our district.”
- Nicole Ellefson of Williamston
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The uncertain future of Lansing’s eight 
operating but unlicensed dispensaries 
continued Tuesday while a judge mulled 
arguments on a potential statewide shut-
down.

After a four-hour hearing on Friday, 
Michigan Court of Claims Judge Stephen 
L. Borrello left in place his temporary 
restraining order against a state-mandat-
ed shutdown of more than 200 unlicensed 
dispensaries across Michigan. He said he 
hopes to finalize a more permanent ruling 
“soon.”

“I just need to think about it a little lon-
ger,” Borrello explained.

The hearing was scheduled in response 
to a lawsuit against the Michigan 
Department of Licensing and Regulatory 
Affairs by First Class Inc., a company with 
medical marijuana interests in Jackson 
County. The city of Lansing also pitched in 

a few attorneys after Borrello merged its 
similar lawsuit with that of First Class Inc.

The affected dispensaries are those that 
are waiting for decisions on their appli-
cations by the state Medical Marihuana 
Licensing Board or are appealing after 
being turned down.

That previous court order arrived just 
hours before all unlicensed dispensaries 
were previously ordered to close by Oct. 
31. Attorneys with First Class Inc. argued 
the deadline was arbitrary, capricious and 
in “direct contravention” of the purpos-
es of the Medical Marihuana Facilities 
Licensing Act.

Borrello’s order suggested the state was 
likely to lose the case. Last week, the bur-
den of explaining otherwise fell entirely 
on officials from LARA, which imposed 
the deadline. State attorneys suggested 
the date was designed to transition the 
industry into a fully regulated system and 
ensure the integrity of the licensing pro-
cess.

They also argued the deadline was set, at 

least in part, because Medical Marihuana 
Bureau Director Andrew Brisbo felt there 
were enough licensed businesses to ensure 
adequate medicinal access to patients. But 
First Class Inc.’s president, Eric Kanaia, in 
sworn testimony solicited on Friday after-
noon, strongly suggested otherwise.

Kanaia contended about 300,000 
Michigan medical marijuana cardholders 
will each blow through, on average, about 
one pound of marijuana every year. That 
equates to about 1.25 grams — or about 
two moderately sized joints — for each 
cardholder every single day of the year.

He suggested the 12 licensed marijua-
na–growing facilities throughout the state 
can only collectively produce about 12,000 
pounds each year. That means the state-
wide market, if every growing facility is 
able to keep up with Kanaia’s estimations, 
is only capable of providing an adequate 
supply for about 4 percent of patients.

Attorneys argued that imposing an 
operational deadline, while the industry 
remains in its infancy, would drastically 

curb patient access and pose an undue 
burden on temporarily operating dispen-
saries that haven’t yet had time to make it 
through the state’s licensing process.

Jim Smiertka, attorney for the city of 
Lansing, argued somewhat similar con-
cerns.

Lansing simply can’t keep up with the 
rapidly changing state deadlines, Smiertka 
said. No local dispensaries have been able 
to receive a license because applicants who 
have been denied need to be able to find 
space in the limited, 25-dispensary econo-
my — the cap imposed by the City Council 
— should they win on an appeal.

He said Lansing had come to depend on 
a previously established Dec. 15 deadline. 
Mayor Andy Schor has said the city should 
be able to dole out licenses by that date. 
It’ll just take “a lot” of work.

The curbed deadline still shocked city 
officials, who were only made aware of the 
change through a press release, explained 
Deputy City Attorney Heather Sumner. 
Smiertka also noted that every dispensary 
in the city would have been forced to close 
if they were required to abide by the previ-

NOTICE OF CITYWIDE PUBLIC HEARING
COMMUNITY NEEDS HEARING

  
TO:  Citizens of the City of Lansing

FROM:  Andy Schor, Mayor

Notice is hereby given that the City of Lansing will hold a public hearing to solicit public input 
on community needs and priorities for housing, public facilities and economic development. As 
required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the City of Lansing 
is in the development stages of its Annual Action Plan for Fiscal Year 2019, which covers the 
time period July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020. The Plan provides a concise summary of the actions, 
activities, and the specific federal resources that will be used over the next year to address 
priority needs and specific goals.
 
The annual planning process serves as the framework for a community-wide dialogue to identify 
housing and community development priorities that align and focus funding from the following 
block grant programs: Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment 
Partnerships (HOME), and Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG).  These program funds have been 
historically used for such activities as: housing rehabilitation, weatherization, public services, 
economic development, public improvements, new construction, down payment assistance 
and programs/services to assist the homeless.   

The City encourages participation at public hearings to allow citizens an opportunity to provide 
input and indicate needs, views and proposals for the use of CDBG, HOME, and ESG program 
funds, more specifically regarding housing and non-housing community development needs 
within the City of Lansing relevant to preparation of the plan.  
  
Comments received will be considered in drafting the City's Annual Action Plan.  The proposed 
use of CDBG, HOME and ESG program funds will be submitted to Lansing City Council for 
approval.   
 
This is an opportunity for all citizens and neighborhood organizations to participate in the 
planning process and influence future programming and use of these federally funded programs.  
 
  PLACE:  Lansing Planning Board Meeting
       Neighborhood Empowerment Center
            600 W. Maple
      Lansing, Michigan 48915

   TIME:    6:30 p.m.

   DATE:    Tuesday, December 4, 2018

If you cannot attend the hearing and wish to submit comments, or if you have questions about 
the public hearing, please contact Doris Witherspoon, Senior Planner of the City of Lansing 
Planning/Development Office, 316 North Capitol Avenue, Lansing, MI, doris.witherspoon@
lansingmi.gov, (517) 483-4063. 

Please note that identifying housing and community development needs in the Lansing area is 
a community effort and public participation is strongly encouraged.

CP#18-286

to say.”
Talberg, one of the most steadfast sup-

porters of the policies, however, will be 
absent from the conversation. He lost to 
Potter by fewer than 60 votes, accord-
ing to unofficial tallies. He didn’t return 
calls this week but told the Lansing 
State Journal that Williamston remains 
a “great district” and said he had no 
plans to request a recount.

Ellefson suggested Talberg’s narrow 
defeat could be at least partially blamed 
on a Facebook post he made in the after-
math of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School shooting in Parkland, 
Florida. He spoke out against arming 
teachers in the classroom and could have 
further polarized his voting base in the 
process.

“The NRA should not drive this bus,” 
Talberg wrote. “They should get run over 
by it.”

Potter, when asked about the post, 
suggested that “keyboard cowboys” don’t 
tend to think through the implications 
of their social media messaging in the 
heat of the moment. But she, too, faced 
criticism of her own when one of her 
Facebook posts also started to circulate 
around social media in the weeks before 
the election.

She wrote that transgender students 
are “confused and need their parents, 
not enablers who let them continue to 

make poor life choices” and appeared to 
liken transgender lifestyles to drug use, 
gambling and gluttony. She has since 
backtracked on the statements, noting 
the post was both poorly phrased and 
taken out of context.

Four of the seven board members will 
ultimately need to reach a consensus 
before any of the policies can be changed. 
But it only takes one to bring the topic 
up for discussion. Potter suggested she 
plans to talk with her colleagues about 
how to “attack” the policies after she has 
some time to acclimate herself on the 
board.

The Rev. Chris Beard, of First Baptist 
Church in Williamston, one of the more 
ardent critic of the policies and trans-
gender lifestyles, was still pleased with 
the election results even though three 
of the challengers he supported weren’t 
able to nab a seat at the table. He said 
the divided results still represent the 
overarching viewpoints of the commu-
nity. 

“I think there’s a very good chance 
with the two new board members along 
with Jeff West and Scott Gaffner to make 
some changes,” Beard added. “I don’t 
know. It’ll really be up to the new board 
but I’d hope they’ ll listen to the com-
munity as a whole. I’d hope they’d just 
rewrite the policy once and for all and 
clear some things up.”

Visit lansingcitypulse.com for previous 
and continued coverage at Williamston 
Community Schools.

— KYLE KAMINSKI
kyle@lansingcitypulse.com

Transgender
from page 5

Lansing’s unlicensed dispensaries still open
Judge ponders arguments
over potential shutdown

See Pot, Page 7
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Fiber-speed Internet connections are poised 
to spread rapidly throughout the capital city 
as officials at the Lansing Board of Water & 
Light look to adjust their policies on utility 
pole attachments.

Pressured by East Lansing’s LightSpeed 
Communications, BWL General Manager 
Dick Peffley has announced plans to allow 
Internet providers to dodge obstacles to net-
work expansion and streamline their access to 
32,000 utility poles scattered across the city 
of Lansing.

“We’ve really been scrambling to get this 
far,” Peffley said, noting dozens of contracts 
with telecommunications companies like 
AT&T and Comcast will need to be rewritten 
before any changes can come to fruition. He 
said any meaningful policy changes could still 
at least a year away but emphasized them as a 
top priority.

The announcement arrived weeks after City 
Pulse detailed concerns voiced exclusively by 
LightSpeed CEO Jason Schreiber. He con-
tended BWL’s policies on pole attachments 
were out-of-step with national trends and for 
years have stalled his company’s plans to con-
nect to virtually every utility pole in the city.

Schreiber said any proposed changes would 
be a “huge win” for local residents looking for 
faster Internet speeds. “I’m looking forward to 
working with BWL on ways to reach Lansing 

homes as quickly as possible,” he added.
Here’s the situation:
New Internet lines, regardless of the service 

provider, need to be installed along every city 
street before service can be connected. The 
customary practice is to use existing utilities, 
Schreiber said. In Lansing, most of those util-
ities are installed on poles already owned by 
BWL.

Other utilities on those poles often need 
adjustment before another can move in. 
Sometimes lines need to be moved up or down 
a few inches to bring them into compliance 
with regulatory codes. But the BWL requires 
providers to seek a permit from every other 
utility using those spaces before any newcom-
ers can arrive.

And there’s where Peffley — and officials 
statewide — want to introduce some key 
changes.

Sometimes dueling utility providers dis-
agree on the redesigned layout. Other times, 
companies will need to pay off their debts to 
one another before they’re willing to make 
changes. But in most circumstances, “it’s just 
plain politics,” Peffley said. Companies will 
often create delays simply to protect their 
share of the local market.

“One of the new attachers is trying to take 
business from the existing attachers,” Peffley 
added. “Well, we get stuck in the middle on 
that, as do a lot of utilities. We reach out and 
try to broker an agreement for the existing 
attachers and get things moved. It delays 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING HISTORIC DISTRICT BOUNDARY STUDY COMMITTEE

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearing to be held by the East Lansing Historic District 
Boundary Study Committee on Wednesday, November 28, 2018 at 7:00 p.m., in the 54-B District Court, 
Courtroom 2, 101 Linden Street, East Lansing.  

Review of proposed modification to the boundary of the Oakwood Historic District. The 
Boundary Study Committee that was appointed by the City Council is recommending the 
addition of the following properties to the Oakwood Historic District:

 PROPERTY ADDRESS  YEAR BUILT PARCEL NUMBERS
 819 ABBOT RD    33-20-01-12-428-001
 0 BALDWIN CT  vacant  33-20-01-13-213-005
 620 BALDWIN CT  1948  33-20-01-13-213-024
 621 BALDWIN CT  1948  33-20-01-13-212-013
 627 BALDWIN CT  1948  33-20-01-13-212-006
 632 BALDWIN CT  1942  33-20-01-13-213-004
 633 BALDWIN CT  1973  33-20-01-13-212-005
 638 BALDWIN CT  1941  33-20-01-13-213-003
 639 BALDWIN CT  1948  33-20-01-13-212-004
 617 HILLCREST AVE  1925  33-20-01-13-211-004
 622 HILLCREST AVE  1928  33-20-01-13-212-012
 630 HILLCREST AVE  1926  33-20-01-13-212-009
 635 HILLCREST AVE  1927  33-20-01-13-211-003
 636 HILLCREST AVE  1926  33-20-01-13-212-010
 644 HILLCREST AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-212-011
 651 HILLCREST AVE  1925  33-20-01-13-211-001
 652 HILLCREST AVE  1924  33-20-01-13-212-001
 240 SOUTHLAWN AVE  1951  33-20-01-12-427-006
 330 SOUTHLAWN AVE  1929  33-20-01-12-426-006
 331 SOUTHLAWN AVE  1925  33-20-01-12-431-007
 341 SOUTHLAWN AVE  1927  33-20-01-12-431-006
 342 SOUTHLAWN AVE  1936  33-20-01-12-425-005
 351 SOUTHLAWN AVE  1919  33-20-01-12-431-005
 801 SUNSET LN  1923  33-20-01-12-426-005
 810 SUNSET LN  1926  33-20-01-12-427-005
 814 SUNSET LN  1939  33-20-01-12-427-004
 815 SUNSET LN  1950  33-20-01-12-426-004
 820 SUNSET LN  1940  33-20-01-12-427-003
 821 SUNSET LN  1929  33-20-01-12-426-003
 826 SUNSET LN  1941  33-20-01-12-427-002
 827 SUNSET LN  1926  33-20-01-12-426-002
 835 SUNSET LN  1937  33-20-01-12-426-001
 836 SUNSET LN  1922  33-20-01-12-427-001
 901 SUNSET LN  1926  33-20-01-12-418-008
 904 SUNSET LN  1922  33-20-01-12-419-009
 909 SUNSET LN  1929  33-20-01-12-418-007
 910 SUNSET LN  1941  33-20-01-12-419-008
 916 SUNSET LN  1924  33-20-01-12-419-007
 917 SUNSET LN  1928  33-20-01-12-418-006
 920 SUNSET LN  1924  33-20-01-12-419-006
 921 SUNSET LN  1928  33-20-01-12-418-005
 926 SUNSET LN  1948  33-20-01-12-419-005
 932 SUNSET LN  1945  33-20-01-12-419-004
 935 SUNSET LN  1935  33-20-01-12-418-004
 938 SUNSET LN  1945  33-20-01-12-419-003
 939 SUNSET LN  1929  33-20-01-12-418-016
 946 SUNSET LN  1920  33-20-01-12-419-002
 951 SUNSET LN  1940  33-20-01-12-418-001
 952 SUNSET LN  1940  33-20-01-12-419-001
 809 WESTLAWN AVE  1930  33-20-01-12-425-004
 812 WESTLAWN AVE  1937  33-20-01-12-426-007
 815 WESTLAWN AVE  1929  33-20-01-12-425-010
 822 WESTLAWN AVE  1937  33-20-01-12-426-008
 832 WESTLAWN AVE  1937  33-20-01-12-426-009
 835 WESTLAWN AVE  1936  33-20-01-12-425-001
 840 WESTLAWN AVE  1931  33-20-01-12-426-010
 900 WESTLAWN AVE  1938  33-20-01-12-418-009
 901 WESTLAWN AVE  1933  33-20-01-12-417-006
 914 WESTLAWN AVE  1941  33-20-01-12-418-010
 915 WESTLAWN AVE  1928  33-20-01-12-417-005
 920 WESTLAWN AVE  1945  33-20-01-12-418-011
 927 WESTLAWN AVE  1926  33-20-01-12-417-004
 932 WESTLAWN AVE  1936  33-20-01-12-418-012
 933 WESTLAWN AVE  1936  33-20-01-12-417-003
 938 WESTLAWN AVE  1936  33-20-01-12-418-013
 948 WESTLAWN AVE  1930  33-20-01-12-418-014
 949 WESTLAWN AVE  1929  33-20-01-12-417-002
 950 WESTLAWN AVE  1930  33-20-01-12-418-015
 951 WESTLAWN AVE  1941  33-20-01-12-417-001
 324 WILDWOOD DR  1924  33-20-01-12-431-013
 325 WILDWOOD DR  1932  33-20-01-13-213-007
 329 WILDWOOD DR  1927  33-20-01-13-213-002
 334 WILDWOOD DR  1910  33-20-01-12-431-014
 335 WILDWOOD DR  1955  33-20-01-13-213-001
 340 WILDWOOD DR  1949  33-20-01-12-431-015
 343 WILDWOOD DR  1941  33-20-01-13-212-003
 350 WILDWOOD DR  1971  33-20-01-12-431-016
 353 WILDWOOD DR  1926  33-20-01-13-212-002
 362 WILDWOOD DR   1948  33-20-01-12-431-017
 400 WILDWOOD DR  1928  33-20-01-12-431-018

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

ously established Oct. 31 deadline.
Borrello’s order still remains the only 

mechanism allowing Lansing dispensaries 
to remain operational. Meanwhile, City 
Clerk Chris Swope is gearing up to accept 
a second round of applications for five 
additional dispensaries that will eventu-
ally open within city limits, as outlined in 
the city’s ordinance on medical marijuana.

A 30-day, written public comment 
period will continue through Dec. 15 
and is designed to solicit feedback on the 
application process. The next application 
acceptance period will commence Feb. 13 
and continue through March 15. By the 
end of the process, city officials hope to 
have licensed a total of 25 dispensaries.

“There are lots of lessons that we have 
learned from doing this the first time in 
how the checklist and application is laid 
out,” Swope said. “By receiving input from 

the public, especially past applicants, we 
can improve the process so that it can be 
done more efficiently and meet patient 
needs.”

The city of East Lansing also took steps 
last week to regulate a medical marijuana 
market of its own. The City Council — by 
a 5-0 vote — agreed to permit dispensaries 
in designated districts, primarily around 
the outskirts of the city limits. There’s no 
precise limit, but officials estimate only 
four or five will be able to open.

Officials there said they hope to learn 
from the “headaches” the local licens-
ing process has created in Lansing. East 
Lansing’s licensing structure creates a 
first-come, first-serve style application 
process designed to both curb concerns 
surrounding discretionary selection and 
to help the city avoid any potential law-
suits.

Visit lansingcitypulse.com for prior 
coverage and continued updates as they 
become available.

— KYLE KAMINSKI
kyle@lansingcitypulse.com

Pot
from page 6

Higher Internet speed on its way
to Lansing as BWL alters policy
LightSpeed’s efforts
trigger big changes

See Lightspeed, Page 8
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Jennifer Shuster
City Clerk

CP#18-288

 
 
The following properties are being considered for deletion from the Oakwood Historic District.

 0 ABBOT RD  vacant  33-20-01-13-229-006
 0 EVERGREEN AVE  vacant  33-20-01-13-228-005
 404 EVERGREEN AVE  2006  33-20-01-13-228-006
 332 GRAND RIVER AVE  2007  33-20-01-13-227-101
 342 GRAND RIVER AVE  2007  33-20-01-13-227-102
 352 GRAND RIVER AVE  2007  33-20-01-13-227-103
 362 GRAND RIVER AVE  2007  33-20-01-13-227-104
 372 GRAND RIVER AVE  2007  33-20-01-13-227-105
 382 GRAND RIVER AVE  2007  33-20-01-13-227-106
 392 GRAND RIVER AVE  2007  33-20-01-13-227-107
 310 HILLCREST AVE   2008  33-20-01-13-227-108
 320 HILLCREST AVE   2008  33-20-01-13-227-109
 330 HILLCREST AVE  2008  33-20-01-13-227-110
 340 HILLCREST AVE   2008  33-20-01-13-227-111
 350 HILLCREST AVE  2008  33-20-01-13-227-112
 360 HILLCREST AVE  2008  33-20-01-13-227-113
 370 HILLCREST AVE  2008  33-20-01-13-227-114
 400 HILLSIDE CT  1964  33-20-01-13-225-112
 400 HILLSIDE CT  1964  33-20-01-13-225-110
 400 HILLSIDE CT  1964  33-20-01-13-225-109
 400 HILLSIDE CT  1964  33-20-01-13-225-113
 400 HILLSIDE CT  1964  33-20-01-13-225-114
 400 HILLSIDE CT  1964  33-20-01-13-225-106
 400 HILLSIDE CT  1964  33-20-01-13-225-111
 400 HILLSIDE CT  1964  33-20-01-13-225-105
 400 HILLSIDE CT  1964  33-20-01-13-225-104
 400 HILLSIDE CT  1964  33-20-01-13-225-133
 400 HILLSIDE CT  1964  33-20-01-13-225-101
 400 HILLSIDE CT  1964  33-20-01-13-225-115
 400 HILLSIDE CT  1964  33-20-01-13-225-107
 400 HILLSIDE CT  1964  33-20-01-13-225-116
 400 HILLSIDE CT  1964  33-20-01-13-225-108
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-121
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-128
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-120
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-118
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-126
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-117
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-125
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-121
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-129
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-122
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-119
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-127
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-130
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-131
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-132
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-123
 351 OAK HILL AVE  1964  33-20-01-13-225-124

Call (517) 319-6930, the Department of Planning, Building and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 
410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, for additional information.  All interested persons will be given an 
opportunity to be heard.  After hearing public comment, the Boundary Study Committee will finalize 
their report and forward the report to the City Council.  The City Council will make the final decision on 
the boundary modifications.

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as interpreters for the 
hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to individuals with 
disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) calendar days prior to the meeting.  Individuals 
with disabilities requiring aids or services should write or call the Planning Department, 410 Abbot Road, 
East Lansing, MI 48823. Phone: (517) 319-6930. TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777.
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things. There are frustrations for everybody.”
The Federal Communications Commission 

voted in August to adopt one-touch, make-
ready policies for most pole attachments. The 
practice essentially allows for one contractor 
— usually paid by the company requesting 
expansion — to make all of the necessary 
adjustments without waiting for each individ-
ual company to move.

The system, in other communities nation-
wide, has streamlined a process that in some 
cases has forced service providers to wait years 
while their competitors slowly make space. 
And Peffley suggested the BWL should also 
adopt the policies within the next year. The 
maneuver will drive up revenues and ease 
ongoing concerns, he said.

“We do believe one-touch, make-ready is 
the way to go but we’re not going to get there 
overnight,” Peffley explained to his board of 
directors. “We’ll continue to process permits 
as fast as we can. We’re hanging a lot out there 
and there are a lot of companies that want to 
be on one of our poles.”

Officials said more than 130,000 tele-

communications attachments are affixed to 
the 32,000 poles across the city. More than 
1,600 additional permit requests have been 
filed since January as the market continues to 
expand. And at about $7.30 per attachment, 
the potential for additional revenues contin-
ues to drive the discussion.

Peffley said the BWL collects just shy of 
$600,000 annually from the process, pri-
marily from Comcast. If LightSpeed is able to 
expand their network as planned, then BWL 
stands to rake in hundreds of thousands more.

“We want everybody we can get on our 
poles,” Peffley said. “We have no authority to 
move them. By the end of next year, we hope 
to have the authority to move everybody. 
Contracts don’t contain that authority right 
now.”

In addition to rewriting contractual lan-
guage, Peffley suggested the BWL would part-
ner with a third-party firm that could handle 
the pole adjustments for every company. An 
in-house crew could also be assembled to help 
reduce costs but only if the ongoing permit 
requests continue to flood his office at the 
same rate, Peffley said.

— KYLE KAMINSKI
kyle@lansingcitypulse.com
(For more on this story, see www.lansing 

citypulse.com.)

Lightspeed
from page 7
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By KYLE MELINN

Voters want women in charge.
Amid the “Blue Wave” and anti-Donald Trump 

sentiment that marked the 2018 election comes 
this reality: Michigan enters 2019 with more female state 
officials than at any time in state history.

Michigan’s incoming governor, secretary of state and 
attorney general are women. A record 51 women are coming 
to the state Legislature, topping the previous record of 37 
by 46 percent. Michigan’s female U.S. senator was reelected. 
Both new members of Congress are women. Michigan’s 
seven-member Supreme Court will include three women.

All three of Ingham County’s state House members are 
women, as are both of Eaton County’s state House members.

Will state government operate much differently as a 
result? We asked Kathy Barks Hoffman, who covered the 
state government for The Associated Press for around 20 
years until she took a position with the Lansing-based 
public relations firm Martin Waymire.

“At least at the start, I believe you’ll see a more 
collaborative approach,” Hoffman said. “Women tend to be 
more collaborative, and, for a lot of them, everything doesn’t 
have to be more partisan.”

Michigan’s next governor, Gretchen Whitmer, sent signals 
in this direction last week when she called for a return to 
the regular “quadrant” talks with Michigan’s four legislative 
leaders.

Hoffman said as long as these meetings prove productive, 
they’ll likely continue. If not, Hoffman predicted that 
Whitmer, at least, will take the steps she needs to get her 

policies in place.
Women, of course, are not monolithic political entities. 

Each of them have their own own ideas as they tackle their 
new positions. Here are four big winners from Nov. 6 and 
what their elections will mean for their respective positions.

Gretchen Whitmer
Michigan’s 49th governor enters the job experienced. To 

be effective, Whitmer will need more than that.
If state government experience was the sole prerequisite 

for the job of governor, 65-year-old Bill Schuette — who has 
served in all three branchs of state government — would be 
putting his hand on the bible at noon Jan. 1. 

Instead, Michigan voters elected a 47-year-old Democratic 
governor, a Republican-controlled state Legislature and a 
Supreme Court with as 50/50 a partisan split as possible 
with a seven-member body.

These ingredients could mean the same political 
loggerheads that’s paralyzed Washington into a frustrating 
level of dysfunction. Political observers don’t see that being 
the case in 2019 and 2020, at least with Whitmer in charge.

“I think she’s well equipped to work with a Republican 
Legislature because she’s had the experience of doing it 
before,” said Rick Weiner, Gov. Jennifer Granholm’s first 
chief of staff, and former Democratic Party chairman. 
“Obviously, there will be challenges, but I think she will fare 
well.”

Gretchen Esther Whitmer, the state’s second female 
governor and first from the Lansing area in nearly 80 years, 
doesn’t enter the state government forest as a babe in the 

woods like Rick Snyder or Jennifer Granholm before him.
Her 14 years of prior legislative experience, including four 

as a caucus leader, set her up to be more like John Engler 
in terms of cutting deals and linking seemingly unrelated 
pieces of legislation. Granholm and Snyder loathed at doing 
either. Asked last week if was “prepared to do what Engler 
did from time to time,” Whitmer said:

“Yes. The people elected me governor and to use whatever 
leverage I have” to get things done. Asked if that she meant 
she would threaten legislators as three-term Gov. John 
Engler was notorious for doing, Whitmer deflected by 
responding, “OK. Next question.”

Whitmer can talk the progressive Democratic game as 
well as anyone when needed. However, when it’s time to cut 
deals on issues of public importance, whether it’s Medicaid 
expansion or infrastructure funding, she’s ready to do it.

In a similar vein, incoming Senate Majority Leader Mike 
Shirkey, R-Clark Lake, is an unabashed conservative, but 
he’s proven to be a policy wonk at heart, more interested in 
passing compromises than ideological grandstanding.

Over in the House, incoming Speaker Lee Chatfield, 
R-Levering, is just 30 years of age, but his youth is 
overshadowed by a strategic vision beyond his years, 
observers say. It allowed him to maneuver through a 
Republican caucus to become Tom Leonard’s heir apparent 
with light resistance.

Shirkey and Chatfield recently worked together to create 
the Medicaid work requirements legislation that disgusted 
the political left, but may — in the long-term — save 

Voters spoke. Now what?

See Election, Page 10

Photo  courtesy  Gretchen  Whitmer  for  Governor

Michigan Gov.-elect Gretchen Whitmer, striking a victory pose with daughters 
Sydney  Shrewsbury, (left) and Sherry Shrewsbury, at the Motor City Casino on 
election night. To the right are her running mate, Lt. Gov.-elect Garlin Gilchrist, 
holding his daughter, Emily. 
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Michigan’s expanded program from either 
financial or political collapse.

“This is going to be a telling time in 
Michigan history,” said former Senate 
Majority Leader Randy Richardville, 
Whitmer’s former legislative sparring 
partner. “The growing pains will be difficult, 
but these three have been around long 
enough to know what works and what 
doesn’t. This could be a special four years if 
they decide that’s what they want it to be.”

At the Detroit Economic Club last Friday, 
Snyder recommended that Whitmer not 
start with contentious issues and avoid the 
polarization that comes with them.

“I’m going to encourage her and the 
Legislature to find common-ground issues 
on how they can work together, get some 
wins under their belt working together first, 
if possible,” Snyder said.

What Michigan likely won’t see is sniffs 
of what is going on in Wisconsin, where 
lawmakers are looking at ways to weaken 
the power of the Governor’s Office after 
Democrat Tony Evers beat incumbent 
Republican Gov. Scott Walker, Hoffman 
said.

“I would think you’ll have people in 
leadership who will want to move Michigan 

ahead on such issues as roads, schools, 
education funding and infrastructure,” she 
said.

There certainly aren’t a lack of the hot-
stove issues unlikely to be addressed in 
Lame Duck and that will await Whitmer & 
Co.

• Fix the Damn Waterpipes? Whitmer 
made it clear in her first press conference 
as governor-elect that fixing Michigan’s 
underground water pipes is more pressing 
at the moment. Earlier this year, Snyder 
pitched a $5-a-customer fee on public water 
systems. It went nowhere.

Snyder’s own infrastructure commission 
reported there’s an $800 million annual 
funding gap to “meet our state’s critical 
water and sewer infrastructure needs.” The 
Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation 
Association pegs the gap at $280 million 
to $560 million annually. Snyder’s plan 
raised $110 million annually. It’s why 
environmental groups called his plan a 
“literal drop in the bucket.”

During her campaign, Whitmer noted 
Philadelphia’s “tiered-assistance program,” 
which generated more than $100 million 
a year for the city to invest in its aging 
infrastructure. Whitmer has been careful 
not to release any numbers beyond that.

• OK, Fix the Damn Roads. The 
centerpiece of Whitmer’s campaign focused 
on the state’s more visually apparent 
problem, but not the most pressing because 

there is a fix — albeit arguably insufficient 
— in motion. 

The Legislature is three years removed 
from its a roads plan that linked the 26.3-
cent gas tax to the rate of inflation starting in 
2022. By law, Whitmer needs to put another 
$175 million of General Fund money into 
the roads for her Fiscal Year 2020 budget.

With incoming Secretary of State 
Jocelyn Benson on record opposing higher 
registration fees, a yet-higher gas tax would 
be her only alternative to levelling out the 
projected downward trajectory of Michigan’s 
road conditions unless she goes the bonding 
route. Giving the Legislature the choice of 
bonding, the preferred method of Engler, 
and tax increases, Snyder’s preferred avenue 
may be one of the more interesting decisions 
they’ll make in the coming term.

• Restoring Income Tax Exemption On 
Pension Income. When Snyder steamrolled 
various state income tax exemptions back 
in 2011, the most controversial was the 
exemption on pension income. Whitmer 
rebranded what had been called the “Pension 
Tax” into the “Retirement Tax,” even though 
401ks, IRA and other retirement income 
have always been taxed by the state.

The change in pensions only impacted 
recipients born after 1946 or those who were 
64 and younger as of 2011. Still, nobody 
ever saw a political penalty for easing taxes 
on fixed-income retirees. If Snyder and 
legislators don’t spend down the projected 
$450 million before they leave office, using 
$350 million of that to give older pension 
recipients tax relief would be an easy win-
win.

Republican legislators, particularly those 
elected in 2012 and after, don’t tend to like 
the “pension tax,” anyway.

• Rolling back auto insurance rates. 
Republicans will make this a top issue if it’s 
not on Whitmer’s to-do list already. Folks Up 
North are serious about returning Michigan 
to a tort system if reforms can’t be made to 
the no-fault system. 

Whitmer is more interested in 
eliminating insurance company’s ability to 
grant discounts based on credit scores and 
a person’s ZIP code, which insurers say will 
only spread out costs as opposed to taking 
costs out of the system. Can the sides come 
to agreements on a hospital fee schedule and 
caps on attendant care without throwing 
out mandatory unlimited lifetime coverage?  

• Implementation of recreational 
marijuana legalization. Whitmer faces at 
least a two-prong issue here. First, there’s 
the administrative implementation of 
the licensing of a new flock of marijuana 
growers, testers, processors, transporters 
and sellers that will take about a year to 
get off the ground based on early state 
government estimates.

How will that function alongside an 
existing medical marijuana board that’s 
been so excruciatingly slow the courts have 
got involved to prevent operators from being 
shut down due to the state’s plodding pace.

Whitmer also wants to release inmates 
who are doing time for simple marijuana 
possession, but that’s going to take legislative 
action. 

How much of this and other high priority 
items will Whitmer get to?

Richardville said Whitmer’s term as 
governor could resemble the tenure of 
former President Bill Clinton, where 
the Democrat treated the congressional 
Republican majority more as co-equals and 
managed some significant reforms. Or it 
can be like Granholm’s term, marked by her 
uneasy relationship with Mike Bishop, Andy 
Dillon or Craig DeRoche.

“If she surrounds herself with the right 
people and sets the right tone, she has the 
opportunity to be the best governor in a 
long time,” he said. “The governor’s table 
has never been set as well as it is right now, 
but she and the Legislature are going to 
have to work together or they’re going to fail 
together.”

 Elissa Slotkin
The measured former 

intelligence official 
isn’t marching into 
Washington to salute 
presumed Democratic 
leader Nancy Pelosi 
and start to make the 
case against President 
Donald Trump.  U.S. 
Rep.-elect Elissa Slotkin 
made that clear during 
her three-stop, post-election tour last week.

Fresh off her 13,074-vote victory over 
U.S. Rep. Mike Bishop, Slotkin said she’s 
not interested in diving into 18 months of 
political back-and-forth trying to impeach 
Trump.

“I’m not looking to start off with this . . . 
intractable political battle,” she said.

Slotkin reiterated to reporters she also 
would not back Pelosi as speaker of the 
House. People are telling her that they want 
new leaders on both sides of the aisle. If that 
doesn’t make her friends with the current 
Democratic leadership, so be it.

She and 100 other candidates wrote a 
letter a few weeks back to say the first bill 
of the next Congress should be campaign 
finance reform. Slotkin specifically said 
the “role of corporate PACs in our elected 
officials’ lives needs to change.”

“You cannot take hundreds of thousands 
of dollars from the pharmaceutical industry 
and then be an objective… balanced broker 
when it comes to curbing the cost of 
prescription drugs,” she said, adding later 
that she’s “focused on corporate PACs, not 
nonprofit PACs.”

Another thing she’s going to do? Reopen a 
Lansing regional office.

The Democrats 2014 nominee, Eric 
Schertzing, enthusiastically campaigned for 
Slotkin this go around, telling voters, “Elissa 
is a much better candidate than I was.” 

See Election, Page 11

Slotkin
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This humble admission aside, Schertzing 
said he expects Slotkin to be more accessible 
than Bishop, whose infrequent and poorly 
publicized Ingham County visits were among 
the reasons for Bishop’s 68-to-30 percent 
defeat in the county.

“What member of Congress who represents 
a state capital doesn’t have an office in the 
city of the state capital or in the immediate 
vicinity?” Schertzing asked. “We started 
looking into this and we couldn’t find one.”

Jocelyn Benson
Jocelyn Benson enters the Secretary of 

State’s Office with about as large of a margin 
as Whitmer, but with much of her election 
reform agenda already adopted.

The passage of Proposal 3 constitutionally 
restores the straight ticket voting bubble. 
It also creates no-reason absentee voting, 
same-day voter registration, military voting 
reforms and other initiatives Benson has 
pushed for nearly 10 years.

As the state’s chief election official, however, 
Benson is still charged with appointing the 
state’s election director. The current director, 
Sally Williams was the choice of the venerable 
Chris Thomas, who retired earlier this year. 
And with Thomas making Benson his only 
public endorsement of the election year, 

it’s hard to see Benson 
throwing Williams 
overboard.

This leaves election 
security as Benson’s 
primary election-related 
focus and her top focus 
being on the vehicle 
registration front.

“Jocelyn Benson laid 
out a very specific agenda 
during the campaign, which a majority of 
voters embraced, and when the secretary-
elect takes office on Jan. 1 she’ll have a plan for 
tackling all that she has to do,” said Liz Boyd, 
her spokeswoman.  “But no one should be 
surprised if customer service and getting to 
work on honoring a ‘30-Minute Guarantee’ 
is at the top of her to-do list.”

Benson doesn’t want higher vehicle 
registration fees being a part of any 
transportation funding package, but outside 
of her soap box, she doesn’t really have a say 
in the matter.

She’s also like to see more government 
transparency and reporting of campaign 
contributions, but — again — outside of 
her soap box, all she can do is lobby the 
Legislature like everyone else.

 Dana Nessel
State government’s biggest change likely 

will be seen in the Attorney General’s Office, 
where residents can expect a full 180-degree 
spin in priorities. And unlike the Governor’s 

Office, where certain initiatives require 
legislative buy-in, Nessel’s power to bring 
legal action is unchecked outside of the 
judicial branch.

There’s no nuisance with Nessel. There’s 
no reading between the lines. During the 
campaign, she hit voters between the eyes 
with what she wants to do, leaving behind 
no mystery as to the ends or the means.

Snyder and Enbridge Energy will attempt 
to make their Line 5 tunnel under the 
Mackinac Straits as lock-solid as humanly 
possible before leaving office. That isn’t 
going to stop Nessel from trying to unravel 
it.

In a press conference held with the Sierra 
Club and Clean Water Action last month, 
Nessel made shutting down the 65-year-old 
pipeline a top priority. One of the drivers 
behind getting the Plymouth attorney to run 
for AG in the first place was the fear that the 
aging 5-mile-long line would snap, spilling 
light crude into the Great Lakes, she said.

Promising to entomb the line won’t stop 
her efforts, either, because it means seven 
to 10 years of frigid underwater currents 
swaying the line around. Whitmer, too, has 
pledged to shut down Line 5 and she, too, 
may take action on it. 

But with other sticks in the fire, Whitmer 
may let Nessel take the lead on this and lend 
assistance when needed.

Calling herself a “People’s Attorney,” also 
look for Nessel to go after health insurers 

who try to price people 
out of health insurance 
for their pre-existing 
condit ions .  She’s 
pledged to go after 
big pharmaceutical 
companies that are 
make opioids too 
available.

Nessel is pledging 
to not only prosecute 
corporate polluters who aren’t cleaning up 
their messes, but seeking civil damages to 
make whole any nearby resident sickened or 
otherwise damaged by the pollution.

When it comes to hate crimes, Michigan 
likely won’t see a better advocate among 
people with power. Michigan’s first openly 
gay statewide official is pledging to go after 
perpetrators of hate crimes, as she did with 
her Fair Michigan Justice Project, which she 
boasts as having a 100 percent conviction 
rate.

On the Flint Water Crisis, Nessel wants 
to bring an end to the civil suits by settling 
up with everyone hurt by the lead-tainted 
water. On the prosecutions, you can expect 
Todd Flood to begin packing up his boxes.

Nessel said she’d take a fresh look into 
what is, in many ways, a “public show trial.” 
She’d like to go after Snyder, but only time 
will tell if she can make the case for it.

(Melinn, of the Capitol newsletter MIRS, 
is at melinnky@gmail.com.)

Benson Nessel

Lots of holiday activities!
Stop by for Michigan-made spirits and gifts to take to friends and relatives.

Buy Red Cedar Spirits in local stores.
Bring your visitors here for a great time and a tour.

Book our event room for your holiday parties.
Join us for a pleasant evening and great cocktails any time!

4 - 10 p.m. Tues, Wed, Sun ;      4 - 11 p.m. Thurs, Fri
2000 Merritt Road, East Lansing

2 - 11 p.m. Sat ;     closed Mondays;   517-908-9950
redcedarspiritsdistillery.com
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By DENNIS BURCK 
Replacing damaged bulbs from 23-sto-

ry high buildings and setting an armada of 
electric timers to turn on in unison, IBEW 
665 workers are the spark behind Silver Bell’s 
lighting. And they’ve been doing it for more 
than 20 years. 

“You think Lansing is pretty big, but on top 
of the Boji Building it looks very small,” said 
Manuel Smith, Silver Bells’ rooftop lighting 
manager and Summit Contracting dispatch-
er. 

Growing up in Lansing, he remembers 
Silver Bells as the family holiday event.

“But to tell you the truth, as a kid, I never 
noticed the lights up there.” 

Now Smith is in charge of the 40,000-feet 
of cable strung across 118 buildings down-
town. 

It is a position he trained for years with the 
recently retired manager Jim Spitz, who was 
in charge from 1997 to 2016. 

“Climbing across the rooftops was a big 
undertaking so I had to follow him a few 
years to make sure everything was right,” 
Smith said. “Getting to learn it and see how 
everything works was eye opening.”  

Spitz came to Lansing from Marquette for 
Silver Bells in 1997 on what was supposed to 

be a four-week project. The job ended up fol-
lowing him through three different employ-
ers and three Silver Bells managers. 

“I had the most tenure of all of them, and 
keys to half the city,” Spitz said. 

After nearly 20 years on the job, Spitz 
braved many challenges. He’d deal with 
blowtorching ice to glue down new plastic 
clips for light bulbs and inclement weather 
blowing his extension ladders down. At first, 

he said he didn’t even use a 
safety harness.  

“One year I was working across the street 
from the Chamber of Commerce, and some-
one didn’t know I was through the roof hatch 
and locked it up for the night. I was stuck. 
The big billboard on top of the Exchange bar 
had a steel structure and I had to slide down 
a steel beam to get off the roof.” 

Spitz’s mother would always worry every 

year he went up to fix the lights he said. 
“I lost her a year ago in June and had 

promised her after 20 years I would be done 
Also, I myself am getting up there in age.” 

The work is hard on the body and equip-
ment, Spitz said. “I’ve worn out several pairs 
of toes on boots, because you are going across 
the roof on your hands and knees.” 

There was pride in the job, but it is not 
missed, Spitz added. “It took up all my fall, 
from Labor Day to Christmas.” 

Spitz’s advice to Smith? “Get everything 
done as early as you can.” 

Being on top of the rooftops in the cold air 
is special, Smith said. 

“I can’t believe I’m doing it now. It looks so 
awesome, but then I’ll see that one bulb that 
is out,” he laughed.

The Silver Bells’ lights will run from 6 a.m. 
to 9:30 a.m. in the morning, and 4:30 p.m. to 
midnight nightly.

Jim Spitz of 
IBEW-665 in 
front of snap-
shots from 
previous 
Silver Bells 
firework 
shows.

Can’t make it downtown, 
or just want to avoid 
the cold altogether? 
Watch the live 
broadcast 
Friday, 6 to 8 p.m., 
on FOX 47 and 
local Comcast 
Channel 12.

Friday
The 22nd Annual Electric Light 

Parade kicks off at 6 p.m. Due to safe-
ty regulations from Capitol building con-
struction, there will be no firework dis-
play following the parade. Fireworks are 
scheduled to return for 2019.

After the parade, the State Christmas 
Tree will be lit while “The Voice” con-

testant Meagan McNeal and Billboard-
charting saxophonist Phil Denny lead a 
community sing. 

Silver Bells Village, a holiday 
market featuring vendors dealing 

Christmas-themed goods, will be locat-
ed on East Allegan Street between South 
Washington Square and Grand Avenue.  

The 2018 Silver Bells in the City 
commemorative ornament can be pur-

chased at www.silverbellsinthecity.org. 
The ornament was designed by Lansing’s 
own Tiffany Marie of La Fille Gallery. You 
can purchase the $20 ornament Friday at 
La Fille Gallery and Silver Bells Village. 

Vocalist John Splithoff is this year’s 
headline performer. He performs from 

8 to 9 p.m. at the Lansing Center. 
Starting at noon, Friday, the 

Lansing Board of Water & Light Toy 
Mill will bring unwrapped toys and books 
to the corner of Ottawa Street and North 
Washington Square. Toys will be dis-
turbed to children in need through the 
Marine Toys for Tots Program. 

New books will also be collected 
at the Downtown Lansing Branch of 

Capital Area District Libraries. 
Santa and his reindeer will visit 

the riverfront plaza near the Lansing 
Center, where there will be free cider and 
cookies (while supplies last).

There will be performances by near-
ly 50 regional arts and cultural orga-

nizations, school groups, storytellers, 
theatrical troupes, hand-bell choirs and 
many others around downtown. 

There’s free admission and enter-
tainment at more than 10 downtown 

arts and cultural institutions, including 

self-guided tours of the Capitol. 
Downtown stores and restaurants 

will be open late to kick off holiday 
shopping and dining. 

Saturday & Sunday
You can have brunch with Santa Claus 

and Mrs. Claus Saturday and Sunday, 
with seating from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Troppo 
on 111 E. Michigan Ave. 
Brunch includes a digi-
tal photo with Santana, 
cooking decorating, 
writing letters to Santa 
and holiday arts and 
crafts. Reservations can 
be made at www.trop-
poitaliankitchen.com 
for $20. Free admis-
sion for children 2 and 
under.

The Silver Bells 5K, coordinated by 
the Michigan Fitness Foundation, starts 

Saturday at 9 a.m. The chip-timed run/walk 
supports Silver Bells in the City and the Chris 
and Louise Holman Foundation and is spon-
sored by Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, 
Blue Care Network and Dean Trailways. 
Register at www.runsignup.com/silverbells

Are you ready for one of Lansing’s favorite traditions? Friday, 
at 6 p.m., Silver Bells in the City will illuminate downtown 
while marching bands, horse-drawn carriages, mascots and 
glowing floats roll by the crowd. This year’s grand marshals 
are the Detroit Lions Cheerleaders and the team’s beloved mas-
cot, Roary. If you want to make the most of Silver Bells, take a 
look at City Pulse’s guide of Silver Bells events going down this 
weekend.

Silver Bells

Dennis Burck/City Pulse

Silver Bells Parade Parking: Free parking after 5 p.m. in all City of Lansing-
owned parking ramps during the event, along with the LCC Ramp, State of 

Michigan Roosevelt Ramp, the state lots behind the Hall of Justice off of Ottawa 
and Allegan streets, the Lewis Cass lot off of Kalamazoo Street, and the lots south 
of the Michigan Historical Museum, also off of Kalamazoo. Riding the bus? Check 
www.cata.org for event detours.

Meet the men who light the Lansing skyline
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FRIDAY, NOV. 16
5 p.m. | Gannon Building
lcc.edu/silverbells

FRIDAY, NOV. 16
5 p.m. | Gannon Building
lcc.edu/silverbells

Silver bells in the city

Watch Party
Silver bells in the city

Watch Party
After the watch party, head to Dart Auditorium for LCC Radio’s Annual Silver Bells Radio Play, “The Imminent Return of Anti-Claus.” Learn more at lccradio.org

The Peace Education Center’s Annual

in the Edgewood United Church Building
469 N Hagadorn Road in East Lansing (at Beech St. between Grand River & Burcham)

for more information contact: peaceedcenter@gmail.com

Friday, November 16, 5PM-9PM

Saturday, November 17, 9AM-5PM

Celebrate an annual community tradition!

Friday night at 7:30
The Ten Pound Fiddle 

presents in concert

extraordinary singer-songwriter:

Sam Gleaves
Ticket purchase information at  tenpound�ddle.org

Local Vendors  & Artisans
Fair Trade Goods

Peace & Justice
Groups

Food & warm drinks available
(dinner Friday night)

By SKYLER ASHLEY
It was an especially bitter November 

afternoon on Park Lake Road in Bath 
Township as artist Robert Park looked 
for somewhere to place an addition to his 
Blue Loop art installation, a miniature 
sign reading: “Much ado About Blue.”

Park was joined by pro bono attorney 
William Metros and boisterous support-
er Tom DelGiorno to discuss his options 
after losing a court case to Bath Township. 
Despite calling the Blue Loop art, Clinton 
County District Judge Michael Clarizio 
ruled it violated the township’s junk ordi-
nance. Park faces a $250 fine and a court 
order to rid his property of the Blue Loop, 
aside from a single aquamarine toy duck. 

But Park and friends are not backing 
down. Should the township — which has 
racked up costs exceeding $10,000 — not 
drop the case, Park is likely to appeal. 

DelGiorno, Metros and Park, each old-
er than 70, sat in a half-circle evoking 
memories of protesting the Vietnam War 
— a subject on the tip of their tongues 
thanks to the township’s legal argu-
ments invoking the 1967 case United 
States v. O’Brien, on a suggestion from 
Bath Township’s attorney, Christopher 
Patterson. 

The case saw the Supreme Court side 
against Vietnam draftee David Paul 
O’Brien, ruling that burning his draft 
card was destruction of federal property, 
thus not a First Amendment-protected 
act of free speech. 

The O’Brien case created a legal test 
for whether a government act violated 
the First Amendment: “The law must be 
within the constitutional power of the 
government to enact, further an import-
ant or substantial government interest, 
must be unrelated to the suppression of 
speech and prohibit no more speech than 
is essential to further that interest.”

“The judge heard the testimony of the 
witnesses and the facts that related to how 
the township’s ordinance was applied,” 
Patterson said. “Then it was a question, 
under those four factors, as to whether 
the Bath Township ordinance was con-
sistent with the First Amendment. The 
ruling the judge had is the answer to that 
is yes.” 

Metros was determined to prove that 
Park’s Blue Loop was indeed art, not 
junk, thinking that would close the book. 
But Clarizio ruled that according to the 
ordinance, art and junk are not mutually 
exclusive. 

“Metros’ presumption is that the two 
categories of being art or junk are mutu-
ally exclusive, which is not the case,” 
Patterson said. “What Clarizio is saying 
is that it can fall within the ordinance of 
being junk and still be considered art.”

Said Metros: “I’m hopeful we’ll be able 
to resolve this thing — it’s clearly art in my 
opinion. I don’t want to spend $50,000 

of their money, or Robert’s money.  I am 
willing to meet with trustees at any place, 
at any time to resolve this dispute before 
it’s appealed.”

So how did Park become a firebrand 
in a court case that has potential to 
change how artistic expression is regu-
lated? Flash back to spring, when Park 
was charged with violating the township’s 
junk ordinance because the Blue Loop 
comprises pieces made from repurposed 
materials, such as old kiddie pools, beach 
toys, cups, plates, Frisbees — anything 
blue-hued Park could get his hands on. 

“Obviously the reasonable use was art, 
but it was castoff material. If he had gone 
out and bought all new blue materials, it 
may, or may not have, violated our ordi-
nance. But the ordinance says, ‘any cast-
off material,’” said Dave Vincent, Bath 
Township ordinance compliance officer. 
“He pretty much admitted in court that 
he had been collecting this stuff. He cut 
out the bottom of some kids’ pools that 
were thrown away.”

The complaint, according to Vincent, 
originated from nearby condominium 
developer Marvin Fouty and a handful 
of other neighbors, whose names Vincent 
said he could not disclose. 

Though Fouty recanted his complaint 
well before Park’s Halloween court date, 
the damage was already done. Vincent 
had a helpful analogy to explain why:

“I see someone weaving on the high-
way. I call the police, because I think he 
might be drinking and driving. So the 
police come out, they do the breathalyzer 
and the guy fails,” he said. “Then the guy 
walks up and I say, ‘Oh, that’s my bud-
dy Bill. I want to drop the charges.’ Well, 
no —they’ve already done the arrest and 
need to complete the investigation.”

The township’s decision has not been 
popular. Metros has a thick stack of 
emails from supporters and a GoFundMe 
launched by Park for potential future legal 
fees, “Save the Blue Loop,” has already 
accrued $2,000 of its $10,000 goal. And 

signs printed by DelGiorno bearing the 
same message have begun popping up on 

front lawns. 
The Bath Arts Council’s chairwoman, 

Melissa Eggleston, said she wishes the 
township would simply dismiss the case 
or adjust the ordinance before it reaches 
an appeal. Her shop, Eggleston Gallery, 
has been selling blue ducks — now a sym-
bol for supporters — and plans to host an 
exhibit of Park’s work in December. 

Bath Township Trustee Denise 
McCrimmon said that while she is glad to 
see “any township ordinance withstand 
a judge’s ruling,” she also keeps an open 
mind to “the opportunity to review our 
ordinance and make it more art friendly.”

As for the more than $10,000 in expen-
ditures racked up by the township in pur-
suance of Park, Vincent said: “We have to 
enforce our ordinances. Sometimes we’re 
put to task and we have to spend money 
to enforce our ordinances. That’s the eas-
iest answer.”

Art, junk not mutually exclusive in Bath Township
Robert Park loses case, 
ordered to take down art

Skyler Ashley/City Pulse

Robert Park stands by the sign at the entrance to his Park Lake Road property in Bath 
Township. Supporters have contributed $2,000 thus far.

CORRECTION: Because of a report-
ing error, an article in last week's issue 
about jazz artist Jeff Shoup referred 
to Lansing JazzFest as the Lansing 
Jazz Festival.
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Pay-What-You-Can Preview
Thurs., Nov. 15 @ 8PM

$19 Previews
Nov. 16 @ 8PM
Nov. 17 @ 8PM
Nov. 18 @ 2PM

Williamston Theatre
122 S Putnam St.,Williamston

517-655-7469
www.williamstontheatre.org

November 15 - December 23, 2018

Charlie heads up to the family
hunting shack hoping for the peace 

he needs to sort out his life.
Instead of solitude, he finds himself 
buried in snow, unexpected family, 

beef jerky, a crazy internet
romance, and more snow!

By Jessica Lind Peterson

A Michigan Premiere

Directed by Tony Caselli

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
Composer David Biedenbender is out to 

restore awe and wonderment to a jangled 
world, with a little help from his kids.

“Their Eyes are Fireflies,” a new concer-
to written for the 
Lansing Symphony’s 
ferocious princi-
pal trombonist, Ava 
Ordman, will get its 
first orchestral perfor-
mance Thursday.

Biedenbender, a 
professor of composi-
tion at Michigan State 
University, is a little 
unnerved at the pros-
pect of his music being 

sandwiched between Beethoven’s “Egmont” 
overture and one of the noblest orchestral 
works of all, Brahms’s Third Symphony.

“It’s intimidating,” he said. “I feel a deep 
connection to Brahms’ Third. It’s my favorite 
of his.”

But Biedenbender is cutting his own swath 
through American concert halls with spiral-

ing epics like “The Cyclotron,” an orchestral 
and percussive eruption inspired by MSU’s 
Facility for Rare Isotope Beams.

At a recent Detroit concert, Ordman was 
floored by a duet with a booming bass trom-
bone rolling on steel rails of piano chords — 
Biedenbender’s “Liquid Architecture.”

That did it. She had to do a Biedenbender.
“It was in Detroit and it sounded industri-

al,” Ordman said. “It just drew me in. It’s a 
really new voice in the music world.”

But Ordman didn’t want a flashy virtuoso 
piece. One of the Lansing Symphony’s stron-
gest voices proved her technical abilities long 
ago.

“I wanted it to be a piece he would write 
from his heart, and that’s what he did,” 
Ordman said. 

This time, the composer found inspiration 
not from subatomic particles, but two sourc-
es of energy closer to home — his young sons, 
Declan and Izaak.

Entire worlds form, melt and reform in the 
concerto’s last movement, “Control Panels,” 
inspired by Izaak’s love of making elaborate 
control panels for everything, from airplanes 
to milk shakes, and setting them up all over 
the house.

“This piece is about taking a second to 
learn and to listen from kids,” Biedenbender 

said. “It’s so refreshing to me, in an environ-
ment of politics and school shootings, all 
kinds of adult things — it’s nice to go home 
and see the world with this innocence and 
joy that’s really special in kids.”

The last pages are marked “ecstatic” in the 
score.

“The orchestra is going wild and the trom-
bone is riding on top of that and adding to it,” 
Ordman said.

The aching slow movement is disarmingly 
titled “This song makes my heart not break” 
— a remark Izaak made while listening to 
music at age 4.

Ordman called it “drop-dead-gorgeous 

lyrical.”
Here, the synergy between composer and 

soloist is at its strongest. Biedenbender want-
ed to pull the music as far as he could from 
the extroverted, blatty side of the trombone.

“Ava is so warm. She loves people. She’s 
a good friend and she likes to socialize,” 
Biedenbender said. “I wanted to give her a 
chance to sing through the instrument, treat 
it like a voice.”

These days, it’s almost impossible for one 
person or institution to pay a composer for a 
major new work. To bring the concerto into 
being, Ordman formed a consortium of 15 top 
trombone players, including Tim Higgins, 
the principal trombonist of the San Francisco 
Symphony, and Kenneth Thompkins, prin-
cipal trombonist of the Detroit Symphony. 
She also got support from MSU band direc-
tor Kevin Sedatole and Lansing Symphony 
maestro Tim Muffitt.

All the members of the consortium get 
exclusive rights to play the work for the next 
three years, in wind symphony or orchestral 
versions.

But Biedenbender made it clear that he 
wrote the concerto with Ordman in mind.

“I don’t like to write abstract sounds for 
the trombone,” Biedenbender said. “I like to 
write for a person. Her quirky personality, 
the way she approaches the trombone and 
the kinds of things she can do — I started 
from there.”

Lansing Symphony 
Orchestra
Ava Ordman, 
Trombone
$20-55
7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 15
Wharton Center Cobb 
Great Hall
750 E. Shaw Lane, East 
Lansing
(517) 487-5001
www.lansingsymphony.org

Biedenbender bends the bone
New concerto freshens up 
Lansing Symphony concert

Courtesy photo

Ava Ordman

By DENNIS BURCK 
Queen of Soul Aretha Franklin and 

Cuban dictator Fidel Castro have one 
thing in common: They are both owners 
of a Nora Chapa Mendoza. The Detroit-
based artist is expressing her history and 

identity — spanning 
four decades and 
many mediums — in 
a new exhibit at Casa 
de Rosado.

“I don’t like to fol-
low rules very well, 
as if someone gets 
to decide you should 
be a certain way. If 

I did that, I’d choose another profession 
like a doctor or a lawyer, or something,” 
Mendoza said. 

Mendoza earned the Governor’s Arts 
Award: “Michigan Artist of the Year” in 
1999, toured internationally and is an 
active member in the Detroit community, 
teaching artwork to residents.

She said her love for art started at eight-
years-old. 

“One of my cousins came over with 
coloring book and crayons — I was just 
thrilled to death.” 

At 13-years-old, her father brought 
home paintbrushes one day and a picture 
of a bullfighter to paint, she said. 

“It never occurred to me that I couldn’t 

be an artist, because I knew I just had to 
get paints and a brush and go for it.” 

The exhibit at Casa de Rosado sports 
56 pieces of her original work. It will not 
be the first time Mendoza’s exhibited in 
Greater Lansing. Throughout the ‘70s and 
‘80s, Mendoza had art displayed in Old 
Town and Okemos.

“A friend of mine worked for MSU and 
she would invite me to the conferences to 
bring my work. A lot of conferences were 
in Lansing, because it has always been very 
gung-ho into the Hispanic movement.” 

Casa de Rosado owner Theresa Rosado 
said she visited Mendoza’s home studio 
and had the privilege to hand select works 
from throughout her career. 

“I look at her work in two ways: a civ-
il rights perspective and the Chicano 
identity,” Rosado said. “Drawing on the 
creative force among Chicano women is 
strong in her work, and she represents 
marginalized women with strong deter-
mination.” 

One piece in the exhibit showcases a 
gunman in black next to a woman with 
a passport and geographical map of 
Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador in 
the background. 

Rosado said she sees it as emblematic of 
the struggle of migration and violence in 
Central America. 

“I did this piece quite a few years ago, 

but it has never gone out of fashion and I 
don’t know if this is ever going to change,” 
Mendoza said. “I like to paint what I feel 
strongly about, otherwise I would get 
really depressed. I can let it go in this way.” 

Looking close at her works, some con-
tain intricate Aztec designs poking out 
beneath the paint. 

This is symbolic of the modern Chicano 
identity, Rosado said. 

“We come often not understanding our 
full identity. It is not taught in history. 
Even in our own communities, we don’t 
find ourselves in places that encourage the 
expression of our culture. As the years go 
by, there is a scratching process we have 
to peel back to see us identify and under-
stand who we are.” 

For more information on Mendoza visit 
www.norachapamendoza.com

Nora Chapa 
Mendoza Exhibit
Free
Open Saturdays & 
Sundays, noon to 5 
p.m.
Casa de Rosado 
204 E. Mt Hope Ave., 
Lansing
(517) 402-0282

Celebrated Detroit artist Nora Chapa Mendoza comes to Casa de Rosado
(Left) "Tractor 
Worker," on display 
at Casa de Rosa-
do.

Dennis Burck/City Pulse

By DAVID WINKELSTERN
“Framing Device” is an immersive the-

ater creation by Peppermint Creek Theatre 
artistic director Chad Swan-Badgero and 
three other co-directors from the Michigan 
State University Department of Theatre: 

Grant Cleaveland, 
Sarah Hendrickson 
and Rob Roznowski.

“There was no 
script until we got 
together and con-
ceived the show’s 
themes,” Roznowski 
said.

The premise of 
“Framing Device” is 

that a “new” exhibit at the MSU Broad Art 
Museum is being revealed. 

“A collection of artists, critics, donors and 
more gather for the opening,” Roznowski 
said. “A harried curator welcomes the audi-
ence to the opening and then sets the audi-
ence free to roam and look at the art, as 
well as talk with the other ‘patrons.’”

The cast of 25 planted attendees will be 
mostly made up of MSU students, some 
community actors and two school children. 
Roznowski said audiences should expect to 
see, “a zany collection of ‘artistic types,’ pre-
tentious performance art, critique sessions 
and coffee art.”

While experiencing “Framing Device,” 
actors will interact and encourage dia-
logues with the public. “There are times 
when audiences may be on their own seek-
ing out the next character,” Roznowski said. 

Interactive drama at Broad Museum

“Framing Device”
$15 General, 
$10 Students/Seniors 65+
8 p.m., Nov. 14-17
7 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 18
MSU Broad Art Museum
547 E. Circle Dr., East 
Lansing
Peppermint Creek 
Theatre:
517-927-3016
www.peppermintcreek.org

See Drama, Page 15  
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• Birthday Parties
• Team Building Events
• Girls’ Night Out

• Bachelorette Parties
• Family Get Together
• Private Party

PUBLIC CLASSES
7 DAYS A WEEK!

• Immunizations
• Prescriptions completed 
    in approximately 15 minutes
• Easy prescription transfer
• Children’s Vitamin Plan Program
• We can help seniors organize
   medications FOR FREE!

5THANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

FREE
DELIVERY!

Two drawings each week in November
for a variety of gift cards, 
2 complete turkey dinners

GRAND PRIZE: A New TV!
Possibility of winning more than one prize!

Saturday Nov. 17  • 9AM-2PM
Medicare “D” Reviews

1001 E. Mt. Hope Ave. Lansing  • www.centralpharmacymi.com
(517) 316-0711

Monday-Friday 9AM-6PM  Saturday 9AM-2PM

By MARY CUSACK 
The latest production by Michigan State 

University’s Department of Theatre, “Men 
on Boats,” may end up being 
one of the most underappre-
ciated shows of the season. A 

play about an epic expedition to the Grand 
Canyon, with an all-female cast, held in the 
tiny Studio 60 in the basement? Yes, the 
notion seems ridiculous. And that is exactly 
the point.

The script is based on the real adven-
tures of John Wesley Powell’s 1869 gov-
ernment-sponsored expedition to map the 
Grand Canyon with a crew of nine. Jacklyn 
Backhaus’s concept is clever and subversive 
on several levels. The casting of women in 
the roles of the explorers undermines the 

hyper-masculini-
ty nature of such 
adventuring. 

The script uti-
lizes actual events 
that occurred 
during Powell’s 
expedition, rein-
terpreting them 
through a lens that 

exposes the hypocrisy of the Manifest Destiny 
theory. For this reason, having a familiarity 
with the historical facts before attending the 
play will increase the audience’s appreciation 
of the script. A quick scan of the Wikipedia 
page will suffice to enhance the subtle humor 
related to the naming of natural landmarks, 
relying on Native Americans for survival, and 

the premise of historical legacy.
James Thomason’s excellent lighting pro-

vides all the special effects needed for one to 
suspend disbelief and accept the tiny stage as 
a river running through a big canyon. This 
effect is enhanced by the cast’s all-in physi-
cality, guided by movement director Alexis 
Black. After a goofy scene that introduces 
the large cast, they quickly distinguish the 
unique aspects of their characters. Perhaps 
the most fun is watching Dunn, played by 

Jayna Carden, posture, literally, for leader-
ship over Powell, played by Eli Drake.

“Men on Boats” is deceptively simple, 
from script to staging. Backhaus neither 
celebrates nor demonizes the explorers, 
but investigates the complexity of Western 
Expansion from a contemporary, informed 
and entertaining framework. Like the expe-
dition staple rabbit jerky, the more one 
gnaws on it, the more value one gets from 
the work. 

A worthwhile expedition: ‘Men on Boats’
“Men on Boats”
$15, General admission 
$13, Seniors, $10 Students
Through Nov. 18
7:30 p.m., Tuesday-
Thursday 
8 p.m. Friday & Saturday
2 p.m. Saturday & Sunday 
Studio 60 Theatre
542 Auditorium Road # 149, 
East Lansing
(517) 355-6690
www.theatre.msu.edu

Review

“They might not know who the audience 
and who the actors are.”

The public can also choose not to inter-
act with the “Framing Device” players. 

“Actors have been trained to interact with 
those based on their level of willingness,” 
Roznowski said. “So you can hang back and 
observe, but actors will try to involve you.”

He expects people will find the nev-
er-the-same “Framing Device” more fun 
than intimidating.  “Audiences like this 
sort of thing because it is like virtual reali-
ty where you feel immersed in the action,” 
Roznowski said. “However, it is reality.”

Roznowski has directed a similarly inter-
active play, “Thus With a Kiss I Die,” and 
“really loved the form and how it affected 
the audience.” With a desire to do anoth-
er immersive show, Roznowski contacted 

the MSU Broad Art Museum about doing 
a show there this year.  

“Once I had those meetings, serendipi-
tously, Chad had contacted me about con-
sulting on an immersive theater piece,” he 
said. “Sarah teaches improv for MSU and is 
a good friend of Chad’s who wanted to get 
involved as well.”

Fellow co-director Cleaveland is an MSU 
undergraduate student who worked with 
Roznowski on “Thus With a Kiss I Die,” 
running several cast improvisations. 

Hendrickson, an acting professor at 
Michigan State University, has a back-
ground in performing in many theaters, 
including Chicago’s the Second City and on 
the Norwegian Cruise Line.  Hendrickson 
has facilitated workshops, appeared in 
commercials and has worked as a media 
casting associate.

“We all four equally directed and con-
ceived the production — relying and 
depending on each other’s strengths,” 
Roznowski said. “We met regularly to dis-

cuss themes of the show.”
“Then we decided on the 20-plus char-

acters for the show and decided on who 
would write outlines and backgrounds 
for each,” Roznowski said. “Chad, Sarah, 
Grant and I did the outlines and the layout 
for the event, and then the cast were given 
prompts within which they improvise,” he 
added. “So I would say all involved were the 
authors.”

Note: For each performance of “Framing 
Device,” four participants will be selected 

as VIP patrons who must arrive one hour 
before show time. They will be taken to the 
Art Lab across the street from the MSU 
Broad for a creative activity.  Their work 
will be displayed at the museum. E-mail 
Sarah Hendrickson at sarahreules@gmail.
com and indicate an interest for what night.

(Left to right) 
Isabella Stenz, 
Beth Hendrick-
son and Leah 
Bauer comprise 
the cast of "Men 
on Boats."

Photo Charles Benoit

Drama
from page 14

READ THE 
"FRAMING DEVICE" REVIEW  AT: 

www.lansingcitypulse.com
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Children’s Story Time

Tuesday, November 13 @ 7p

The Lansing Storytellers are a group 
of mid-Michigan storytellers and story 
lovers, both amateur and professional, 
dedicated to keeping the tradition of 
oral storytelling alive.  Visitors and 
new members are always invited to 
monthly meetings.

Located in the Meridian Mall
1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos

www.SchulerBooks.com

Lansing Storytellers Meeting

Saturday, November 17 @ 
Join us for a special story-time event 
on the third Saturday of each month. 
A local volunteer will read a pitcure 
book to help instill the love of reading 
in your little ones.

Monday, November 19 @ 7p

Author J. Reuben Appelman joins us 
via Skype for this month’s meeting of 
the Booked true crime reading group, 
discussing his memoir, The Kill Jar: 
Obsession, Descent, and a Hunt for 
Detroit’s Most Notorious Serial Killer. 
Six years old at the time the murders 
began, he evaded an abduction 
attempt during that same time, fueling 
a lifelong obsession with what later 
became known as the Oakland County 
Child Killings.

Skype Event The Kill Jar

Magic Free Play and Magic 
Chaos Draft Evenings

Check out our monthly gatherings. 
Details at schulerbooks.com

307 E. Grand River  ✽  East Lansing
Mon - Sat 10-7 pm, Sun 12-5

We validate parking!
www.curiousbooks.com 

519 W. Grand River ✽ East Lansing
332-8444  ✽ Free parking

Mon - Sat 11-6 pm, Sun 12-5 pm
thearchivesbookshop@gmail.com

By BILL CASTANIER
A front page headline in the May 3, 1935, 

issue of the Des Moines Register set the 
stage for a great aerial derring-do, declaring: 
“How Human Will Fly Like a Bat Today.” 
Thousands of Iowans cheered as the dare-
devil Clem Sohn stepped from a plane and 
soared like a bat above the crowd.

Only two months had passed since the 
23-year-old aviator and daredevil from 
Fowler, Michigan, made his first free-fall 

jump using hand-
crafted bat wings 
that allowed him to 
soar — doing gym-
nastic-like loops 
before opening his 
parachute.

Within months 
of that first free fall 
using retractable 

wings attached with a harness to his muscu-
lar frame, the handsome daredevil was the 

featured act at many national airshows and 
was nicknamed the “Batwing Man.” 

However, like Icarus, the mythical Greek 
airman who flew too close to the sun, Sohn 
would spiral to his death. He died April 25, 
1937, while performing his act before a mas-
sive group of spectators at an air show in 
France.

Sohn, who had brought a depression wea-
ry country to their toes, was mourned and 
buried in his childhood home of Fowler.

Inspired by a handwritten entry in a family 
scrapbook, Fowler author Dean Feldpausch 
has penned an intriguing account of Sohn’s 
short life, “The Batman and the Ballerina.” 
Feldpausch has livened it up with a fiction-
alized account of a shipboard romance with 
the world-famous English ballerina Margot 
Fonteyn.

Feldpausch said the scrapbook entry 
recorded that Sohn had sent flowers to the 
ballerina shortly before his death. An entry 
in Fonteyn’s autobiography verifies the flow-
er story. In the book, Feldpausch takes those 
flowers and turns them into a love story for 
the ages.

“The idea they knew each other fascinated 
me. I’d fallen in love with them and needed 
to put the two together,” he said.

Feldpausch spent several months research-
ing their lives and settled on a serendipitous 
meeting aboard the steamship Queen Mary, 
as Sohn sails to Paris for the fateful airshow 
and Fonteyn returns home.

The first-time author, whose spouse is 
the second cousin of Sohn, also fictionalizes 
some small town hijinks when Sohn returns 
to his hometown to visit friends and regale 

them with sto-
ries.

“He didn’ t 
forget who he 
was. He would 
go to Miller’s 
Tavern — still 
open on Main 
St. in downtown 
Fowler — and 
tell his friends of 
his exploits,” he 
said.

Sohn grew up 
in Fowler, but when his mother died, he and 
his brother were separated and sent off to 
foster parents. Later, when his father remar-
ried, Sohn would join him in Lansing, where 
his father was a policeman. Clem Sohn would 
graduate from Lansing Eastern High School 
and his yearbook shows he was a member of 
the Aviation Club and his classmates called 
him “Our Lindy.”

Feldpausch also writes about how Sohn got 
his start in aviation from local pilot and avi-
ator Art Davis, owner of Michigan Airways 
and a daredevil pilot in his own right.

Davis hired Sohn to work around the air-
port and, in his free time, Davis taught Sohn 
to fly. By the time he graduated from high 
school in 1929, Sohn was an experienced 
pilot.

After spending a post-high school sum-
mer in the Upper Peninsula, Sohn returned 
to Lansing and went to work for Davis. It 
didn’t take long for Sohn to start jumping 
from an airplane, according to Feldpausch.

In 1932 he began static line-jumping 

where the chute is opened by a line after 
leaving the airplane. The author tells how, 
one year later, Sohn did his first free fall 
jump at the Ionia Free Fair in August of 
that year. 

Feldpausch writes how Sohn and other 
parachutists would take more and more 
risks as their proficiency increased. In one 
segment, the author describes a terrible 
accident by a fellow parachutist. He and 
Sohn were playing the game of “chicken” to 
see who could wait the longest to pull the 
ripcord on his chute.

Feldpausch writes: “Clem was deeply 
shaken by this accident, but performed his 
212th solo free fall from fifteen thousand 
feet the very next day, confident in his ability 
to avoid danger.”

The author said the hardest part of writ-
ing his first book of fiction was changing his 
writing style. He had been a computer tech-
nical writer previously, and he described his 
writing as “terse.”

Feldpausch said there is still a local fasci-
nation with the saga of Clem Sohn. He has 
six book signings scheduled, including one 
in St. Johns Nov. 20 at the Briggs District 
Library.

Feldpausch, using photographs of an 
original set of batwings in the Michigan 
History Museum, is crafting a replica of the 
batwings, which he can use in presentations. 
Another set is on display at the R.E. Olds 
Transportation Museum.

Following Sohn’s death, Lansing Eastern 
High School erected a plaque in his hon-
or. Lost to time, its whereabouts today are 
unknown.

Historic fiction crafts love story between daredevil and English ballerina

Dean Feldpausch 
Author Appearance
Free
Tuesday, Nov. 20 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
St. Johns Briggs 
District Library
108 E. Railroad St., 
St. Johns
(989) 224-4702
www.briggsdistrictlibrary.org

By DENNIS BURCK 
Miller Street Center might trade in its 

scripts for soccer balls pending a public hear-
ing on the sale of the building Dec. 10. 

On Nov. 5, the Lansing City Council unan-
imously approved a resolution setting a pub-
lic hearing for the sale of the Miller Street 
Center, which has housed the Peppermint 
Creek Theatre Co. since 2013. 

After the city solicited bids in July, the 
Capital Area Soccer League, or CASL, was 
selected as the new owner of the facility after 

they offered $125,000 — with $25,000 
down and $10,000 in annual payments for 
10 years. The nearly 6,000 square-foot prop-
erty was appraised for $155,000 in 2016. 

Once a closing date is set, CASL will begin 
a 120-day window to boot Peppermint Creek 
from the building. 

“We absolutely will not disrupt their season 
and their schedule,” CASL executive director 
Scott M. Dane said. 

CASL needed to have a dedicated office 
space and the timing seemed right to make 

the move for the Miller Street Center in July, 
Dane said.

Some in the theater community have res-
ervations. 

“Artistic space, particularly performing arts 
space, is difficult to find — even in the right 
circumstances,” said Joseph Dickson, direc-
tor of Over the Ledge Theatre Co. “When one 
is weakened by something like his, it nega-
tively affects us all.” 

Rob Roznowski, a director with the MSU 
Department of Theatre, worked with the 
Peppermint Creek on its latest production 
“Framing Device.”  

This will change things, Roznowski said. 
“It takes enough to open, start, run and 

create the infrastructure for a theater. When 
something closes, it is always a difficult pro-
cess.” 

If looked at purely monetarily, the sale of 
the Miller Street Center is a fair transaction, 
Roznowski said. “If we were to look at it from 
an aesthetic point of view of how the arts are 
valued in the city — that is the bigger ques-
tion to me as an artist.” 

But Roznowski said he is confident 
Peppermint Creek will land on its feet. 

“Before this, they’ve been nomadic, like a 
lot of theater companies, in trying to find the 
right space. It is also incumbent for people in 
the arts to help.” 

Capital Area Soccer League in, Peppermint Creek out
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ON THE

TOWN
Events must be entered through the calendar 

at lansingcitypulse.com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the following week’s issue. 

Charges may apply for paid events to appear 
in print. If you need assistance, please call 

Ella at (517) 999-6704.

A film produced in Lansing and shot 
in Michigan makes its 
hometown debut. Written 
and directed by Kenneth 
Nelson Jr., “Sincerely, 
Brenda” is set in Detroit 
and tells the story of an 
alcoholic father trying 
to reconcile with his two 
sons after a tragic acci-
dent.  This will be CTC 
film company's first fea-
ture. The company pro-

duced the shorts “Tolerance” and “Love 
Positive.” CTC's founder Sean Vaughn, stars 
alongside Rico Bruce Wayde, Leonydus 
Johnson and Tiffani Ferguson. Supporting 
actress Teri Brown said, “It is important 
for people in their local communities to 
know people want to make films about their 
hometowns. I want to say, ‘I grew up on that 
block and we are filming down the street.’” 
Director Nelson graduated with bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in digital arts from 
Michigan State University after focusing on 
theater at Detroit’s Cass Tech High School. 

“SINCERELY, 
BRENDA” 
RED CARPET 
PREMIERE  
5 to 9 p.m., $20, 
Lansing Public 
Media Center, 2500 
S. Washington Ave., 
Lansing 
www.
sincerelybrenda.
com

THURSDAY, NOV. 15 >> LOUDSPACE JAM 

No instruments? No problem. Loudspace brings its 
community jam session to the Lansing Brewing Co. 
with all instruments provided. Welcoming beginners 
and maestros alike, the jam session is donation based 
and used music equipment is welcome. 

7 to 11 p.m., donations welcome, Lansing Brewing 
Co., 518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing (517) 371-2600
www.loudspaceinc.org

'SINCERELY, BRENDA' RED CARPET PREMIERE

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 14 >> HISTORY HOUNDS PRESENTS 'WRECK OF THE EDMUND FITZGERALD' 

The Historical Society of Michigan’s “History Hounds” 
take on the mysterious sinking of the Edmund 
Fitzgerald freighter in 1976 off the coast of Whitefish 
Point. Living on in the famous Gordon Lightfoot song 
“The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald,” the reason for 
the ship’s sinking still remains a mystery to this day.  

7 to 8:30 p.m., $7, Historical Society of Michigan, 
5815 Executive Dr., Lansing (517) 324-1828
www.hsmichigan.org

See Out on the Town, Page 20

Wednesday, November 14
CLASSES-AND-SEMINARS

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION. From 7 to 9 p.m. Chua Van 
Hanh Temple, 3015 S. Washington Lansing. 

MSU LIBRARIES' CELEBRATE GIS DAY! EXPLORE GOOGLE 
STREET VIEW IN THE 360 VISUALIZATION SPACE. From 3 
to 6 p.m. free
Digital Scholarship Lab, 2 West. MSU Library, 366 W. 
Circle Drive East Lansing. (517) 353-8700. 

MSU LIBRARIES' DIGITAL SCHOLARSHIP CO-WORKS. 
From 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Digital Scholarship Co-Works 
are opportunities for meeting and working alongside 
colleagues and fellow practitioners of digital 
scholarship. Please consider joining us!. MSU Library, 
366 W. Circle Drive East Lansing. (517) 353-8700. 

MSU LIBRARIES' GETTING STARTED WITH ADOBE 
ILLUSTRATOR FOR LASER ETCHING AND CUTTING. From 
2 to 3 p.m. Digital Scholarship Lab Classroom, 2 West
free. MSU Library, 366 W. Circle Drive East Lansing. 
(517) 353-8700. 

OPEN STUDIO LIFE DRAWING. From 7 to 9:30 p.m. 
Model fee: $2 students (LCC, MSU, High School), $5 all 
others. Room 208,. Kresge Art Center, 600 Auditorium 
East Lansing. 

SHAMANIC EDUCATION & HEALING. From 6 to 8 p.m. 
Donation. Willow Stick Ceremonies & Healing Arts, 335 
Seymour Ave, Suite D Lansing. 517-402-6727. 

WRITING A BUSINESS PLAN: YOUR ROADMAP TO 
SUCCESS. From 9 to 11:30 a.m. Free! To register call 
(517) 483-1921.. Small Business Development Center, 
LCC, 309 N. Washington Sq. Suite 110 Lansing. 

THEATER

MEN ON BOATS. At 7:30 p.m. General Admission: 
$15, Seniors and Faculty: $13 . MSU Auditorium, 150 
Auditorium Road East Lansing. (517) 432-2000. 

EVENTS

ASHKENAZIM, SEPHARDIM, ROMANIOTS? BOOK OF 
YOSIPPON AS A MODEL FOR THE SHOAH. From 7 to 8:30 
p.m. James Madison College Library, 332 Case Hall. 
Free.. James Madison College, 842 Chestnut Road 
East Lansing. 

GAMES AT THE MERIDIAN SENIOR CENTER (SEE 
DESCRIPTIONS FOR DATES AND TIMES). From 12:30 to 
4 p.m. Bingo and Bridge- $1 - $2 per person to play. 
Meridian Senior Center, 4406 Okemos Road Okemos. 

MSU LIBRARIES' DIGITAL SCHOLARSHIP OPEN 
CONSULTATION. From 2 to 3 p.m. MSU Library, 366 W. 
Circle Drive East Lansing. (517) 353-8700. 

MSU LIBRARIES' GAME STUDIES GUILD: LIVE LET'S 
PLAY. From 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Digital Scholarship Lab 
Classroom, 2 West
free. MSU Library, 366 W. Circle Drive East Lansing. 
(517) 353-8700. 

MY BIG FAT GYRO DRIVE-THRU. From 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. $12 
for Gyro Pita Sandwich with Tzatziki sauce, Spanakopita, 
and Baklava delivered right to your car window!. Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, 1701 E. Saginaw St. 
Lansing. (517) 482-7341. 

Thursday, November 15
CLASSES-AND-SEMINARS

(TOPS) TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY . At 6 p.m. First 
meeting FREE.. Haslett Middle School, 1535 Franklin St. 
Haslett. 

A COURSE IN MIRACLES. From 7 to 8:30 p.m. Love 
offering.. Unity Spiritual Center of Lansing, 230 S. Holmes 
Lansing. 517-371-3010. 

MUSIC

 LANSING SYMPHONY: MASTERWORKS 02 BRAHMS 
SYMPHONY NO. 3. From 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. $20-$55, 
student pricing available. Wharton Center for Performing 
Arts, 750 E Shaw Ln East Lansing. 5173531982. 

EVENTS

DROP-IN LEGO CLUB (AGE 4 & UP). From 3:15 to 4:30 
p.m. FREE. CADL Webberville Library, 115 S. Main St. 
Webberville. (517) 521-3643. 

LUNCH AT THE SENIOR CENTER. From 12 to 1 p.m. 
suggested donations of $3.00. If you are age 59 and 
under, there is a charge of $5.75 (this is not a suggested 
donation). Meridian Senior Center, 4406 Okemos Road 
Okemos. 

SCRIBBLERS WRITERS GROUP (AGES 11?14). From 3:15 to 
4:15 p.m. FREE. CADL Williamston Library, 201 School St. 
Williamston. (517) 655-1191. 

ARTS

GREATER LANSING POTTERS' GUILD FALL SALES. From 5:30 
to 9 p.m. Free admission. All Saints Episcopal Church, 800 
Abbot Road East Lansing. 

Friday, November 16
CLASSES-AND-SEMINARS

MSU LIBRARIES' PREPARE YOUR DATE FOR UPLOAD TO A 
REPO. From 3 to 4:30 p.m. Digital Scholarship Lab
free. MSU Library, 366 W. Circle Drive East Lansing. (517) 
353-8700. 

MUSIC

TEN POUND FIDDLE: SAM GLEAVES. From 7:30 to 10 p.m. 
$18 Public; $15 Fiddle Members; $5 Students. Available 
online or at the box office at 6:30 PM. Edgewood United 
Church, 469 N. Hagadorn Road East Lansing. 

TGIF DANCE PARTY FRIDAY 11/16/18. From 7 p.m. to 12 a.m. 
$15 . Hawk Hollow Banquet Center, 15101 S. Chandler Rd. 
Bath. 

EVENTS

*THINGS THAT GO STORYTIME--MEET THE ENGINEER (AGES 
2?5). From 10:30 to 11 a.m. FREE. CADL Mason Library, 
145 W. Ash St. Mason. (517) 676-9088. 

FRIENDS OF THE HOLT-DELHI LIBRARY FALL USED BOOK 
SALE. From 2 to 5 p.m. CADL Holt-Delhi Library, 2078 
Aurelius Road Holt. (517) 694-9351. 

GAME NIGHT. From 6:30 to 9 p.m. $5. Mayflower 
Congregational Church, 2901 W Mount Hope Ave. Lansing. 
(517) 484-3139. 

HOWL AT THE MOON: GUIDED NIGHT WALK. From 7 to 8 
p.m. $3/person. Harris Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta 
Road Meridian Township. (517) 349-3866. 

POTTERMANIA (ALL AGES). From 4:30 to 6 p.m. FREE. 
CADL South Lansing Library, 3500 S. Cedar St. Lansing. 
(517) 272-9840. 

SUPERHERO HOLIDAY CELEBRATION (ALL AGES). From 5:30 
to 9 p.m. FREE. CADL Downtown Lansing Library, 401 S. 
Capitol Ave. Lansing. (517) 367-6300. 

ARTS

GREATER LANSING POTTERS' GUILD FALL SALES. From 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. free admission. All Saints Episcopal 
Church, 800 Abbot Road East Lansing. 

Saturday, November 17
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SUDOKU      Beginner

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that every 
row, column, and outlined 
3-by-3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 exactly 
once. No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 21

©2017 Jonesin’ Crosswords • For answers to this puzzle, call: 1-900-226-2800, 99 cents per minute.  Must be 18+. Or to bill to
your credit card, call: 1-800-655-6548.            Answers Page 21

Jonesin' Crossword                                               By Matt Jones

Aries (March 21-April 19) Interior designer Dorothy 
Draper said she wished there were a single word that 
meant "exciting, frightfully important, irreplaceable, 
deeply satisfying, basic, and thrilling, all at once." I 
wonder if such a word exists in the Chamicuro language 
spoken by a few Peruvians or the Sarsi tongue spoken 
by the Tsuu T'ina tribe in Alberta, Canada. In any case, 
I'm pleased to report that for the next few weeks, many 
of you Aries people will embody and express that rich 
blend of qualities. I have coined a new word to capture 
it: tremblissimo.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) According to my astrological 
intuition, you're entering a phase when you will derive 
special benefit from these five observations by poet 
and filmmaker Jean Cocteau. 1. "There are truths that 
you can only say after having won the right to say them." 
2. "True realism consists in revealing the surprising 
things that habit keeps covered and prevents us from 
seeing." 3. "What the public criticizes in you, cultivate. 
It is you." 4. "You should always talk well about yourself! 
The word spreads around, and in the end, no one 
remembers where it started." 5. "We shelter an angel 
within us. We must be the guardians of that angel."
Gemini (May 21-June 20)  Adolescence used to be 
defined as a phase that lasted from ages 13 to 19. But 
scientists writing in the journal The Lancet say that 
in modern culture, the current span is from ages 10 
to 24. Puberty comes earlier now, in part because 
of shifts in eating habits and exposure to endocrine-
disrupting chemicals. At the same time, people hold 
onto their youth longer because they wait a while 
before diving into events associated with the initiation 
into adulthood, like getting married, finishing education, 
and having children. Even if you're well past 24, Gemini, 
I suggest you revisit and reignite your juvenile stage in 
the coming weeks. You need to reconnect with your 
wild innocence. You'll benefit from immersing yourself 
in memories of coming of age. Be 17 or 18 again, but this 
time armed with all you have learned since. 
Cancer (June 21-July 22) Cancerian baseball pitcher 
Satchel Paige had a colorful career characterized 
by creative showmanship. On some occasions, he 
commanded his infielders to sit down and loll on the 
grass behind him, whereupon he struck out three 
batters in a row—ensuring no balls were hit to the 
spots vacated by his teammates. Paige's success 
came in part because of his wide variety of tricky 
pitches, described by author Buck O'Neil as "the bat-
dodger, the two-hump blooper, the four-day creeper, 
the dipsy-do, the Little Tom, the Long Tom, the bee ball, 
the wobbly ball, the hurry-up ball and the nothin' ball." I 
bring this to your attention, Cancerian, because now is 
an excellent time for you to amp up your charisma and 
use all your tricky pitches.
Leo (July 23-August 22) "Everyone tells a story about 
themselves inside their own head," writes fantasy 
author Patrick Rothfuss. "Always. All the time. We build 
ourselves out of that story." So what's your story, 
Leo? The imminent future will be an excellent time to 
get clear about the dramatic narrative you weave. Be 
especially alert for demoralizing elements in your tale 
that may not in fact be true, and that therefore you 
should purge. I think you'll be able to draw on extra 
willpower and creative flair if you make an effort to 
reframe the story you tell yourself so that it's more 
accurate and uplifting.
Virgo (August 23-September 22) In describing a man 
she fell in love with, author Elizabeth Gilbert wrote that 
he was both "catnip and kryptonite to me." If you've 
spent time around cats, you understand that catnip 
can be irresistible to them. As for kryptonite: it's the 
one substance that weakens the fictional superhero 
Superman. Is there anything in your life that resembles 
Gilbert's paramour? A place or situation or activity or 
person that's both catnip and kryptonite? I suspect 
you now have more ability than usual to neutralize its 
obsessive and debilitating effects on you. That could 
empower you to make a good decision about the 

relationship you'll have with it in the future.
Libra (September 23-October 22) "I had to learn 
very early not to limit myself due to others' limited 
imaginations," testifies Libran astronaut Mae Jemison. 
She adds, "I have learned these days never to limit 
anyone else due to my own limited imagination." Are 
those projects on your radar, Libra? I hope so. You now 
have extra power to resist being shrunk or hobbled by 
others' images of you. You also have extra power to 
help your friends and loved ones grow and thrive as 
you expand your images of them.
Scorpio (October 23-November 21) The U.S. is the 
world’s top exporter of food. In second place is the 
Netherlands, which has 0.4 percent as much land as the 
U.S. How do Dutch farmers accomplish this miraculous 
feat? In part because of their massive greenhouses, 
which occupy vast areas of non-urbanized space. 
Another key factor is their unprecedented productivity, 
which dovetails with a commitment to maximum 
sustainability. For instance, they produce 20 tons of 
potatoes per acre, compared with the global average 
of nine. And they do it using less water and pesticides. 
In my long-term outlook for you Scorpios, I see you 
as having a metaphorical similarity to Dutch farmers. 
During the next 12 months, you have the potential to 
make huge impacts with your focused and efficient 
efforts.
Sagittarius (November 22-December 21) "The world 
is like a dropped pie most of the time," writes author 
Elizabeth Gilbert. "Don't kill yourself trying to put it back 
together. Just grab a fork and eat some of it off the 
floor. Then carry on." From what I can tell about the 
state of your life, Sagittarius, the metaphorical pie has 
indeed fallen onto the metaphorical floor. But it hasn't 
been there so long that it has spoiled. And the floor is 
fairly clean, so the pie won't make you sick if you eat it. 
My advice is to sit down on the floor and eat as much 
as you want. Then carry on.
Capricorn (December 22-January 19) Novelist Anita 
Desai writes, "Isn't it strange how life won't flow, like 
a river, but moves in jumps, as if it were held back 
by locks that are opened now and then to let it jump 
forward in a kind of flood?" I bring this to your attention, 
Capricorn, because I suspect that the locks she refers 
to will soon open for you. Events may not exactly flow 
like a flood, but I'm guessing they will at least surge and 
billow and gush. That could turn out to be nerve-racking 
and strenuous, or else fun and interesting. Which way it 
goes will depend on your receptivity to transformation.
Aquarius (January 20- February 18) "Miracles come to 
those who risk defeat in seeking them," writes author 
Mark Helprin. "They come to those who have exhausted 
themselves completely in a struggle to accomplish the 
impossible." Those descriptions could fit you well in the 
coming weeks, but with one caveat. You'll have no need 
to take on the melodramatic, almost desperate mood 
Helprin seems to imply is essential. Just the opposite, in 
fact. Yes, risk defeat and be willing to exhaust yourself 
in the struggle to accomplish the impossible; but do so 
in a spirit of exuberance, motivated by the urge to play.
Pisces (February 19-March 20) "Never invoke the 
gods unless you really want them to appear," warned 
author G. K. Chesterton. "It annoys them very much." 
My teachers have offered me related advice. Don't ask 
the gods to intervene, they say, until you have done 
all you can through your own efforts. Furthermore, 
don't ask the gods for help unless you are prepared 
to accept their help if it's different from what you 
thought it should be. I bring these considerations to 
your attention, Pisces, because you currently meet all 
these requirements. So I say go right ahead and seek 
the gods' input and assistance.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny Nov. 14-21, 2018

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT MESSAGE 
HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

"Free Reign"--another 
freestyle for everyone.

Matt Jones

Across

1 Competition with bonus 
questions

9 "Let's do this!"

14 Buster's stance, 
maybe

16 MacGowan of the 
Pogues

17 "Animal" band whose 
name was inspired by 
In-N-Out Burger signage

18 Staves (off)

19 Word after fake or 
spray

20 "Grey's Anatomy" 
actress Ferrer

21 Mid-sized string 
ensemble

22 "... so long ___ both 
shall live"

24 ___ Plaines, Illinois

25 Canadian novelist 
(and partner of Margaret 
Atwood) Gibson

26 Closes up

28 Jared of "My So-Called 
Life"

30 Bluster

31 SFO posting

33 Verbose

35 Comment in a Johnny 
Paycheck song title

39 Scans over

40 Copier mishap

42 First (and last) king of 
Albania

43 Like 6 and 10

44 Yoke mates

46 Stuttgart sausage

50 Bring by the truckload

52 Former Cambodian 
premier Lon ___

54 Disney tune subtitled 
"A Pirate's Life for Me"

55 Cafeteria stack

56 Hill who joined the 
"SNL" Five-Timers Club 

in 2018

58 No-good heap of junk, 
euphemistically

59 "Sizwe Banzi is Dead" 
playwright Fugard

60 Handel pieces

62 Disney princess from 
New Orleans

63 1990s Nintendo 
cartridge attachment 
used for cheat codes

64 "Melrose Place" actor 
Rob

65 Pennsylvania Dutch 
symbols on barns

Down

1 Airline based in a 
suburb called Mascot

2 Anxiety

3 2017 biopic that won a 
Best Supporting Actress 
Oscar

4 West Coast red, briefly

5 Ram

6 "No turn ___"

7 "Night" author Elie

8 Frank who won a 
Pulitzer for "How to 
Succeed in Business 
Without Really Trying"

9 Words between a letter 
and a word starting with 
that letter

10 Jim Carrey movie 
directed by Ben Stiller

11 Afro-Cuban religious 
practice

12 Immediately available, 
like video

13 Golden Years 
resources

15 "The Puzzle Palace" 
org.

23 Age Bilbo Baggins 
turns at the beginning of 
"The Lord of the Rings"

25 Morticia's husband

27 Ending for ham or 
young

29 Pine product

32 Spicy spread

34 It may be mopped

35 Watch from the 
bleachers

36 Some Danish cheeses

37 Collapsible wear for 
some music fans

38 Word on two 
Monopoly spaces

41 Hanukkah centerpiece

45 Generic

47 Rodeo skill

48 Certain winner

49 Cornhole plays

51 Mallorca y Menorca, 
e.g.

53 Glove material

56 Workout on the 
streets

57 Pen occupants

61 Washington-based 
sporting goods store
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DESTINATION WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICATURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA

Funky Lansing-based band unveils new EP 

Saturday, Nov. 17 @ UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing.  21+, $10, 7 p.m.

Tell Yo Mama drops 
‘Enjoy Yo Self’ 
at UrbanBeat

The Avenue Café, 2021 E. Michigan Ave.  Service Industry Night 90s Karaoke Invisible Cartoons, Uma Burdin Culture Clash  

Buddies, 1937 W Grand River Ave  Karaoke, 9pm

Crunchy's, 254 W. Grand River Ave.  Karaoke, 9 p.m. Karaoke, 9 p.m.  Karaoke, 9 p.m. 

Claddagh, 2900 Towne Center Blvd.  Trivia, 7:30 The Oxymorons, 7pm    

Coach's, 6201 Bishop Road DJ Trivia  Live Music DJ 

Esquire, 1250 Turner St. Karaoke, 9 p.m.   

The Exchange, 314 E. Michigan Ave. Good Cookies Band Jeff Shoup & Friends Smooth Daddy Smooth Daddy

Green Door, 2005 E. Michigan Ave. Johnny D Blues Night Karaoke  

Lansing Brewing Co., 518 E. Shiawassee    

The Loft, 414 E. Michigan Ave.   Mason's Case, 9pm Big Hoodoo, Ouija, 7pm 

Macs Bar, 2700 E. Michigan Ave.  EGI, Magic Beans, 8pm  The Martyrs of Jon-estown Hoedown 

Nuthouse, 420 E Michigan Ave.   Bingo   

Urban Beat, 1213 Turner Rd    PUSH Women's Conference, 1pm 

Unicorn Tavern, 327 E. Cesar E. Chavez Ave. Comedy Open Mic, 8pm    

Sat., Nov. 17

!

Since its 2014 formation, Tell Yo Mama has steadily gained 
momentum, especially in late 2016, after the band’s 
co-vocalist Lucas Holliday went internationally viral with 
a video of him belting out a Maxwell tune acapella while 
working at a Dollar General store in Lansing. Holliday then 
appeared on a “Good Morning America” segment and was 
a contestant on NBC’s “The Voice.” This year, Tell Yo Mama 
toiled over its new EP, “Enjoy Yo Self.” Saturday, the band 
celebrates its release at UrbanBeat. 

“We started the band to be funky, soulful and a little bit 
of R&B,” said Raymond Crane, the band’s drummer, 
co-vocalist and manager. “We've tried to hone our groove-
centered sound.”

Being a seven-piece band, the danceable group’s list 
of influences remains wide-ranging. Each member also 
co-writes each track, making for varied lyrical stimuli. “The 
lyrics tend to have a street-wise message with an intellectual 
tinge,” Crane said. 

Wednesday, Nov. 21 @ Mac’s Bar, 2700 E. Michigan 
Ave., Lansing. All ages, $7, $5 adv., 8 p.m. 

Ten years ago, The Hat Madder released its debut 
experimental-pop LP, “Friend of the Devil.” Since 
then, the Lansing-based outfit has released a stack 
of other synth-laden indie-rock LPs, including 2017’s 
“Rotting on the Vine” via GTG Records. Nov. 21, the 
band celebrates the 10th anniversary of its debut LP 
at Mac’s Bar — openers are Cavalcade and Scary 
Women. “We’ve got our old drummer, Mark Jagmin 
back at the kit and we’re going to play the whole first 
record,” said Hat Madder guitarist/vocalist Isaac 
Vander Schuur. “We also recorded a bit of a reboot 
— a repackaged version of the record which we’ll 
have at the show and online.” 

Over the past decade, The Hat Madder’s distinct 
sound has drawn comparisons to Shudder to Think, 
Devo and Archers of Loaf, but the local group has 

Local experimental-pop outfit performs debut LP in-full

The Hat Madder celebrates 10 year 
anniversary Wed. Nov. 21

also never repeated itself. “We’ve absolutely evolved, 
or devolved, depending on how you look at it,” said 
Vander Schuur, the band’s chief songwriter and sound 
engineer. “The band has grown from a three-piece, 
to a four-piece and now a five-piece. We’ve really 
allowed ourselves to spread out sonically and I think 
our new approach to the earlier tunes showcases 
that.” 

Looking back at 2018, Vander Schuur said it was a 
rewarding stretch. “We’ve been touring a good deal 
this year,” he said. “We also started the writing 
process on some new tunes and did basic tracking 
for one new song. I think our plan in the next batch 
of tunes is to work in a bunch of different studios 
with some people we admire to help influence our 
decisions during the process.” 

LIVE

LOCA
L

AND

UPCOMING SHOW? CONTACT 
ELLA@LANSINGCITYPULSE.COM

The Avenue Café, 2021 E. Michigan Ave.  Industry Night Free Hip Hop Wormfoot Scary Women 

Crunchy's, 254 W. Grand River Ave. Dale Wicks Karaoke, 9 p.m. Karaoke, 9 p.m.  Karaoke, 9 p.m. 

Coach's, 6201 Bishop Road DJ Trivia, 8 p.m. Pool Tournament, 7:30 p.m.  DJ, 9 p.m

Esquire, 1250 Turner St. Karaoke, 9 p.m.   

The Exchange, 314 E. Michigan Ave. The Good Cookies, 8 p.m. Mike Skory & Friends Open Mic, 8:30 p.m. Showdown Showdown 

Green Door, 2005 E. Michigan Ave. Johnny D Blues Night CABS Beale Street Send off Party CABS Beale Street Send off Party CABS Beale Street Send off Party

Lansing Brewing Co., 518 E Shiawassee St.    Be Kind, Rewind, 8 p.m.

The Loft, 414 E. Michigan Ave. J Roddy Walston and the Business Jessimae Peluso Homegrown Throwdown Round 4 Young Pioneer

Reno's East, 1310 Abbot Rd, East Lansing       The New Rule, 7 p.m.

Tequila Cowboy, 5660 W. Saginaw Hwy.    Brent Lowry & the Drifters, 8 p.m.

Watershed Tavern and Grill, 5965 Marsh Rd.   Capital City DJ's Capital City DJ's

DESTINATION WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY



20 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • November 14, 2018

CLASSES-AND-SEMINARS

LEAN IN LANSING. From 9 to 11 a.m. FREE. Grand Traverse 
Pie, 1403 E. Grand River Ave. East Lansing. (517) 203-
3304. 

REIKI 1 TRAINING. From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. $75. Willow Stick 
Ceremonies & Healing Arts, 335 Seymour Ave, Suite D 

Lansing. 517-402-6727. 

HOLIDAYS

ALANO CLUB EAST HOLIDAY BAKE & CRAFT SALE. From 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. A.A. Alano Club East. 220 Howard St. 
Lansing, MI 48912. Fall Craft &Bake Sale. Saturday, 
November, 17th 8 am to 4 pm. If you are interested in 
renting a table for a charitable $25.00 donation, please 
contact - Carolyn Wood - 517.657.7158 or Taylor Swan - 
517.488.9940
Attendance is Free!
. Alano Club East Holiday Bake & Craft Show, 220 
Howard St. Lansing. 517 488 9940. 

MUSIC

BIG LEBOWSKI - PRIVATE SCREENING MOVIE PARTY. From 
12 to 2:40 p.m. Tickets are $6.00 to the private party, only 
200 available. Tickets must be purchased on the Delay 
Radio Comedy event or eventbrite listing: 

Eventbrite:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/big-lebowski-private-
screening-tickets-50749828102

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
events/2453327234685031/. Sun Theatre, 316 N. Bridge 
St. Grand Ledge. (517) 627-2346.

 EVENTS

COME-WRITE-IN WEEKEND (ADULTS). From 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m. FREE. CADL Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road 
Okemos. (517) 347-2021. 

DINNER DANCE. From 5:30 to 11 p.m. Cost of dinner is 
$10.00 ( $4.00 for children 11 and younger). Cost of dance 
is $6.00 ( free for children 11 and younger).. Lansing 
Liederkranz Club, 5828 S. Pennsylvania Ave. Lansing. 

HOLIDAY HEAVEN?AN ARTS & CRAFTS COLLECTION. From 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. St. Martha Catholic Church, 1100 W. Grand 
River Okemos. 

HOLIDAY HEAVEN--AN ARTS AND CRAFTS COLLECTION. 

From 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free!. St. Martha Catholic Church, 
1100 W. Grand River Okemos. 

HOLIDAY KICK OFF AT REO TOWN MARKETPLACE & ARTISAN 
POP-UP. From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. free. REO Town, 1123 S 
Washington Avenue Lansing. 

HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH FALL CRAFT 
SHOW. From 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free Parking and Free 
Admission. Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, 1701 E. 
Saginaw St. Lansing. (517) 482-7341. 

HOW TO ADULT-NEW SKILLS. From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. free. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E Jefferson St. 
Grand Ledge. 

NATURE NIGHT @ MSU. From 7 to 10 p.m. free. MSU 
Observatory, located at the corner of Forest and College 
Roads MSU Campus, East Lansing. 

TEN POUND FIDDLE: CONTRA AND SQUARE DANCE. From 7 
to 10 p.m. $10 for members, $12 for non-members, and 
$6 for students and first time dancers.. Central United 
Methodist Church, 215 N. Capitol Ave. Lansing. 

UKULELE STRUM-N-SING (ADULTS & TEENS). From 10 a.m. 
to noon FREE. CADL Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road 
Okemos. (517) 347-2021. 

ARTS

Out on the Town
from page 17

We are looking for homeowners in your immediate area to help us 
showcase our new metal roofing product using the latest and greatest 

technology. If your roof is 10-15 years old and in need of repair, PLEASE 
contact Metal Masters IMMEDIATELY to see if your home qualifies for 
our showcase home promotion and to receive a FREE estimate. If your 

home qualifies, you will receive an attractive offer to get the work done 
on your home that you need done anyway at a RIDICULOUSLY low price. 

CALL NOW! LIMITED SHOW HOMES NEEDED!

METAL ROOF CUSTOMERS

www.metalmastersroofing.com 
lansing@metalmastersroofing.com 

517-580-8849

$10 off
your purchase of
$30 or more

First Presbyterian Church of Lansing

All are Welcome
November 18

Food Basket Prep after Worship

LansingFirstPresbyterian

Worship Service
Sunday at 10 am
510 W. Ottawa, Lansing

517-482-0668
info@lansingfirstpres.com
www.lansingfirstpres.com

FRIDAY, NOV. 16 >> DEATH CAFE 

Demystify and destigmatize the concept of death 
in Lansing’s Death Cafe, a discussion over hot 
beverages about the topic. First formed in London in 
2011, Death Cafes have spread like the plague across 
the US, Europe, Asia and Australia with over 7,275 
internationally. 
6 to 7:30 p.m., Willow Stick Healing Arts, 335 
Seymour Ave., Ste D, Lansing (517) 402-6727
www.willowstickceremonies.com
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ALTERNATIVE HOLIDAY SALE. From 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Edgewood United Church, 469 N. Hagadorn Road East 
Lansing. 

Sunday, November 18
CLASSES-AND-SEMINARS

JUGGLING. From 2 to 4 p.m. FREE. Orchard Street 
Pumphouse, 368 Orchard St. East Lansing. 

MUSIC

INSIGHT PREVIEW: SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR. From 6:45 to 
7:30 p.m. Free. . Wharton Center for Performing Arts, 
750 E Shaw Ln East Lansing. 5173531982. 

WOLDUMAR FOLKGRASS JAM & PERFORMANCES. From 2 
to 6 p.m. $4 suggested donation
children free
Senior discounts. Woldumar Nature Center, 5739 Old 
Lansing Road Lansing. 

ARTS

GREATER LANSING POTTERS' GUILD FALL SALES. From 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. free admission. All Saints Episcopal 

Church, 800 Abbot Road East Lansing. 

Monday, November 19
CLASSES-AND-SEMINARS

A COURSE OF LOVE. From 1 to 2 p.m. Love offering. Unity 
Spiritual Center of Lansing, 230 S. Holmes Lansing. 517-
371-3010. 

ADDICTION RECOVERY THERAPY AND YOGA. From 6 to 7 
p.m. Health Insurance of Sliding Scale Fee. GPS Guide to 
Personal Solutions, 913 W Holmes Road Suite 141 Lansing. 
5176670061. 

MSU LIBRARIES' HOW WEBSITES WORK: WEB 
DEVELOPMENT FOR DIGITAL SCHOLARSHIP. From 3:30 to 5 
p.m. Digital Scholarship Lab. MSU Library, 366 W. Circle 
Drive East Lansing. (517) 353-8700. 

EVENTS

SOUTH LANSING FILM SERIES (ADULTS). From 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. FREE. CADL South Lansing Library, 3500 S. Cedar 
St. Lansing. (517) 272-9840. 

Tuesday, November 20
CLASSES-AND-SEMINARS

BASIC YOGA @ THE LIBRARY. From 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
FREE. DeWitt District Library, 13101 Schavey DeWitt. 

MENS ISSUES THERAPY GROUP. From 6 to 7 p.m. Call office 
for more information. Health insurance and sliding scale 

fee.. GPS Guide to Personal Solutions, 913 W Holmes 
Road Suite 141 Lansing. 5176670061. 

LITERATURE-AND-POETRY

PAWS FOR READING. From 6 to 7 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME. From 11 a.m. to noon Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E Jefferson St. Grand 
Ledge. 

MUSIC

JAZZ TUESDAYS AT MORIARTY'S. From 7 to 10 p.m. FREE. 
Moriarty's Pub, 802 E. Michigan Ave. Lansing. (517) 485-
5287. 

EVENTS

EARLY LITERACY PLAYTIME (AGES 1-5). From 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m. FREE. CADL Williamston Library, 201 School St. 

Williamston. (517) 655-1191.

 PRESCHOOL STORYTIME (AGES 3-6, ENTER VIA RAMP 
DOOR). From 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. FREE. CADL Mason 
Library, 145 W. Ash St. Mason. (517) 676-9088. 

READ TO A DOG (ALL AGES). From 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. FREE. 
CADL Downtown Lansing Library, 401 S. Capitol Ave. 
Lansing. (517) 367-6300. 

TUESDAY GAMES. From 1 to 4 p.m. Euchre, Free
Bridge, $1 - $2 per person. Meridian Senior Center, 4406 
Okemos Road Okemos. 

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 18

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 18

SATURDAY, NOV. 17 >> HANMADANG

Michigan’s Taekwondo aficionados descend on the capital for a day of 
board breaking, demo teams and form competitions. The annual event 
sees multi-generational Taekwondo family teams participate in group 
sessions to hone their craft.
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Schmidt Community Center, 5825 Wise Road, Lansing 
(517) 483-6686
www.michiganustc.com/home

SUNDAY, NOV. 18 >> 'DIE FLEDERMAUS,' BY JOHANN STRAUSS II

East Lansing’s kids theater takes on the classic British 
detective tale for its fall season.  Mistaking an old man 
for an easy pickpocket, main character Wiggins tries 
to steal from Sherlock Holmes, and is left empty with 
his prized ring missing and a note on how to get it 
back. Watching Sherlock Holmes solve cases, Wiggins 
proposes to be Holmes’ assistant and the duo takes on 
solving new mysteries. 
3 to 5 p.m., $22, 542 Auditorium Road, East Lansing, 
MI (517) 355-1855
www.music.msu.edu

Out on the Town
from page 20

ALL-SCHOOL RECITAL: NOV 17
3:00 P.M.  •  CMS PERFORMANCE HALL  •  FAMILY-FRIENDLY  •  FREE & OPEN TO ALL

www.cms.msu.edu  •  (517) 355-7661
4930 S. Hagadorn Rd., East Lansing, MI 48823

Community Music School
College of Music

40

Commercial & 
Residential

Fully Insured

Call Joan at:
(517) 881-2204

3955 Patient Care Dr. Ste A Lansing 48911

1st Annual 
CIMA Winter Craft Show

Saturday Dec. 1 • 9AM-3PM
FREE Admission

Raffle of items from 
each vendor!

Bring a canned food item for 
a free raffle ticket. Donations go to 

Greater Lansing Food Bank.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

Rick J Smith, MD

Call for a consultation today!
517-908-3040 • RickJSmithMD.com 

1504 E. Grand River Ave. #100
East Lansing, MI 48823

· Breast augmentation & reduction
· Breast Lift
· Facelift
· Eyelid surgery
· Abdominoplasty
· Rhinoplasty
· Liposuction
· Gynecomastia correction
· Thigh lift
· Botox & Dermal fillers
· Laser services & Tattoo Removal
· Microneedling
· Chemical Peels

PLASTIC SURGERY
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By DENNIS BURCK 

The smells of fresh baked bread 
rise over South Lansing as a new 
halal bakery run by Palestinian, 

Iraqi and Syrian refugees brings authentic 
Middle Eastern baked goods to the culi-
nary scene. 

Opened in late October, Siraj Bakery 
and Grill specializes in a variety of tra-
ditional Middle Eastern pies, including 
meat, spinach, potato and  “zaatar” — an 
earthy blend of sesame, thyme, marjoram 
and oregano spices. 

They will also serve Middle Eastern 
favorites such as falafel, hummus, tabbou-
li, baba ghannouj, grape leaves and mous-
saka. 

“When I was young, I started working in 
bakeries in Jordan and always dreamed of 
opening up my own business,” owner and 
baker Khaled Eshkuntana said. 

As a Palestinian, Eshkuntana sought ref-
ugee status in 2008, but was denied until 
he married his Iraqi wife, Insaf Alrubaiey.

“Back home, we didn’t have any rights 
to a house, business or a life,” Eshkuntana 
said.  

Searching for acceptance in the United 
States or Europe, the couple landed in 
Lansing in 2012 after four years of waiting. 

“We were able to adjust quickly to life 
in Lansing,” Eshkuntana said. “There is 
no comparison between the life I lived in 
Jordan and Palestine and the life I live 

here. The simplest rights we didn’t have 
back home we found here, like the right 
for our children to go to school.” 

Haimen Al-Sumaidaee, a job devel-
oper with St. Vincent Catholic Charities, 
helps refugees get the necessary job train-
ing and logistical support to find work 
in the United States. He works with the 

Eshkuntana family closely. 
“Some refugees have skills and degrees. 

We help them here to translate and evalu-
ate these to be more useful and have a job,” 
Al-Sumaidaee said.  

According to St. Vincent Catholic 
Charities’ website, the organization reset-
tles 600 refugees per year. 

What Siraj Bakery is doing is special, 
Al-Sumaidaee added. 

“They made a big move and were really 
courageous with their passion to have their 
own business and do what they like, which 
was cooking, baking and serving the com-

FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

F i r e s i d e  G r i l l
6951 Lansing Rd • Dimondale, MI 48821

(Between Canal & Crowner Roads)

Monday • Tuesday
& Wednesday

20% OFF Your
Total Bill

Bring this entire ad for 
your discount

Expires Jan. 2, 2019

Dine in only. Cannot be combined 
with other coupons, offers or 
discounts. Not valid for gift 

certificate purchases.

517-882-7297
FiresideGrillLansing.com

steaks  | seafood  | burgers  | pasta  | salads

New in Town: Siraj Bakery

Siraj Bakery 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Monday-Saturday
3700 S. Waverly Rd.

(517) 763-2326
siraj-bakery-grill.business.site

Khaled Eshkuntana is 
proud of the recipes 
he's brought from his 
homeland.

See Siraj, Page 23  

Dennis Burck/City Pulse

Khaled Eshkuntana (left) and Ahmed Daboul (right) present an array of Middle Eastern 
baked goods at Siraj Bakery in south Lansing. 

Dennis Burck/City Pulse
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Try our
Fish, Burgers & Steak
Fresh off the Grill!

2417 E. Kalamazoo
Lansing, MI 48912

(517) 993-5988
www.eastsidefishfry.com

The only American owned & 
operated fish fry in Lansing

Featured 
on:

BUY ANY
DINNER

GET 2ND

DINNER

50% OFF
One per customer

Expires 5/31/19

FRANDOR: 1429 W. SAGINAW ST.
(517) 351–1066

EAST LANSING: 211 E. GRAND RIVER
(517) 657-2762

CATERING FOR PARTIES 20-200! WE DO IT ALL!

2015, 2016, 2017

Home of the Gyro
Since 1992 DAILY 

SPECIALS
ALL COMBOS 

$799

Monday & 
Wednesday

Original Gyro
Tuesday &
Thursday

LouHa’s Burger
Friday

Chicken Gyro (517) 220-0560
523 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing

Tue. - Fri. 4PM-Midnight
Sat. Noon-Midnight • Sun. Noon-8PM

MichigrainDistilleryInc

Hosting an event 
for all your 

favorite people?
We have the space for that!

Holiday Parties • Birthday Parties
Bridal/Baby Showers • Rehearsal Dinners

Business Meetings
info@michigrain.net for more information

Our Cocktail Lounge 
is the perfect place to enjoy 

Delicious Drinks
Small Appetizer Plates 
Bottles of our Spirits - 

made in house from Michigan 
products are also available!

212 S. Washington Sq. 
Downtown Lansing • (517) 657-7585

Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

EVERYDAY IS TACO DAY!
Buy The Taco Combo
Get One ½ OFF!

Tacos
Monterrey

ONE FILLING FOR ALL TACOS. EXPIRES 11/30/18

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

Takeout Orders
Perfect for lunch!

AWARD WINNING BBQ + 18 TAPS 
OF PURE GOLDEN JOY = A GREAT TIME! 

18 ROTATING CRAFT, MICHIGAN MADE AND 
3 DOMESTIC BEERS ON TAP 

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

CARNIVORES  

LOVE MEAT! 

Buy One Dinner
GET ONE ½ OFF!

Monday- Thursday 11AM–10PM • Friday 11AM–10:45PM
Saturday 11AM–10:30PM • Sunday 11AM–9PM

A special just for you!

5801 N. Aurelius Rd.
Lansing

cleatsbarandgrille.com
517-712-7651

Catering available for:
Wedding Receptions • Holiday Parties

Baby & Bridal Showers  • Business Meetings

6201 Bishop Road • Lansing
517-882-2013 

Under New Management

CoachsPubandGrill

SEASONAL CRAFT BREWS
Taps Rotated Weekly

Gift Cards Available

MONDAY-THURSDAY
Get FREE CHEESE BREAD

with the Purchase of an Entree

Large Parties Welcome
Holiday Get-Togethers

Family Parties • Business Lunches

Coming Soon Online OrderingCheck our Facebook for More Info!

munity.”
The name Siraj is symbolic to their jour-

ney, he said. Siraj is the arabic word for 
lamp. 

“From their own life story, they came 
from their countries and faced all this 
trouble and sadness and living in dark-
ness,” Al-Sumaidaee said. “Once they got 
out, they got out to live a free life in the 
U.S. and start over. They found the light 
here and this is a symbol of their life expe-
rience.” 

I’ve never had this opportunity and 
want to give this bakery to my family in 
the future, Eshkuntana added. 

“Everyone should try us one time and I 
promise they will never regret it. My food 
is fresh, clean and authentic, coming from 
the heart.” 

Customers can pick up single small pies 
under $2 each and $10 a dozen. 

All Eshkuntana quotes translated by 
Al-Sumaidee from Arabic to English.

Siraj
from page 22

Dennis Burck/City Pulse

A fresh made 
zaatar pie from 
Siraj Bakery.
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WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

Breakfast
all the time

any time
Brunch on weekends, too!

809 E Kalamazoo St.
www.artspublansing.com

BUY ONE 
BREAKFAST

GET ONE
½ 
OFF

MONDAY - THURSDAY ONLY 
EXPIRES 11/30/18

3420 S Creyts Rd, Lansing • www.tonyms.com • (517) 322-2069

Our Banquet Room 
is Ready for Your 
Holiday Party! 
Big or Small

We can 
accommodate you!

5421 W. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing, MI 48917
(517) 323-9050
Monday-Saturday 11AM-2AM
Sunday Noon-2AM

Monday-Thursday

BUY ONE ENTREE 
GET ONE HALF OFF! 

Second entree must be of equal or lesser value. Dine in only. 
Excludes daily specials. Drink purchase required.

Must present this coupon.

Drink Specials • Bar Games

1/2 OFF 
LUNCH OR 

DINNER
Buy one lunch or dinner and recieve a 2nd 

of equal or lesser value for 1/2 off 
Valid Sunday-Thursday Only. Dine-In Only. Valid with coupon only.  Void if reproduced.

Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Expires 11/27/18.

5000 N. Grand River • (517) 321-3852 

Home of the World Famous Sizzler

400 E César E. Chávez Ave
OLD TOWN

(517) 574-3020

DELICIOUS 
AUTHENTIC 

MEXICAN 
FOOD!

OUR BANQUET FACILITY HOLDS UP TO 65
4625 Willoughby Rd • Holt

www.delhicaferestaurant.com
517-694-8655

T-F 11AM-8PM
Sat & Sun 9AM-3PM

Lunch & Dinner Specials
Greek Specials
Soups & Salads

Breakfast Saturdays 
& Sundays

DELHI CAFE
FAMILY • CASUAL • DINING

QUIET ATMOSPHERE 
& FRIENDLY STAFF

FAMILY FRIENDLY RESTAURANTS
as voted on in the 

2018 Top of the Town Contest

1. DeLuca's • (517) 487-6087
2006 W. Willow St., Lansing, MI 48917  |  www.delucaspizza.com

2. Cugino's • (517) 627-4048
306 S. Bridge St., Grand Ledge, MI 48837  |  www.cuginosmenu.com

3. Cancun Mexican Grill • Multiple Locations
Menu: www.allmenus.com

4. Buddies - Holt • (517) 699-3670
2040 N Aurelius Rd #13, Holt, MI 48842  |  Menu: www.buddiesbars.com

5. Applebee's • Multiple Locations
www.applebees.com

TOP FIVE

DINING GUIDE

East Lansing - 3048 E Lake Lansing Rd • (517) 333-9212
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 12pm to 1am

Holt • 2040 Aurelius Rd #13 • (517) 699-3670
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 9am to 1am

Okemos • 1937 W Grand River Ave • (517)-347-0443
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 9am to 1am

3 LOCATIONS

Fresh food
Family fun!
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Thanksgiving
Please Join Us to Celebrate

Enjoy the day with 
family and friends  
and leave the clean  
up to us!

Thanksgiving Buffet 
(11am–3pm)� 
Traditional roasted turkey 
and accompaniments.� 
Adults $36, 6-12 years $18, 
5 & under FREE

Thanksgiving Dinner 
(3–9pm)� 
Our complete dinner menu, 
plus a traditional roasted 
turkey dinner special.�

CAll TOdAy FOR REsERvATiOns:
(517) 37PRIME

We are thankful for you!

2324 showtime drive, lansing, Mi 48912  |  517-37PRiME  |  capitalprimelansing.�com

Order Online at pizzahouse.com

DINING AND DELIVERY UNTIL 4 am EVERYDAY!

Voted Best Pizza by  
MSU students & faculty

– State News

Seating 
for up to

420!

Reservations
for Large  

Groups Available!

517-336-0033

www.pizzahouse.com • 4790 S. Hagadorn • 517-336-0033

All-You-
Can-Eat 
Fish Fry
Fridays 

4 to 8 PM

HARRY’S PLACE

404 N. Verlinden, Lansing    517.484.9661

All-you-can-eat Fish Fry
Fridays 4pm-8pm

$1195

THANKS FOR MAKING US 
Final Five Best Fish Fry and Final Five 

Best Gay/Lesbian Bar!
Please give us one more vote!

$1295

404 N. Verlinden
Lansing 

517.484.96615732 W Saginaw Hwy, Lansing • Inside the Lansing Mall • www.houlihans.com

2018

BEST HAPPY HO
U

R!

ORDER 
ONLINE  & 

PICK UP 
AT OUR 
DOOR!

LUNCH SPECIALS EVERY DAY
PLATTERS TO FEED THE CROWD

THE BEST HAPPY HOUR FOOD AND DRINK SPECIALS!

C H E E R S !

123 S Washington Sq. Lansing, MI 48933 | (517) 708-8144 | Mon - Sat 10am-9pm

1135 E GRAND RIVER 
EAST LANSING

(517) 332-0858 OPEN 7 DAYS 10AM-4AM

buy a slice
GET ONE
FREE!

Dine in or carry out only.
Exp. 12/31/18
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Appetiz� s WANT YOUR 
RESTAURANT LISTED? 

CALL 517-999-5064

Tony M’s Restaurant 
& Banquet Center
3420 S. Creyts Rd.
Lansing, MI 48917
(517) 322-2069

TONY M’S RESTAURANT - SINCE 1981
We have been serving only the fi nest Ital-
ian-American home style meals. Recipes have 
been passed down from generation to gener-
ation. The banquet room can seat up to 130 
people. Under new ownership, but the family 
tradition and great recipes will not be lost!

Harry’s Place
404 N. Verlinden Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48915
(517) 484-9661

VOTED ONE OF THE TOP 3 
NEIGHBORHOOD BARS in the Top of the 
Town Contest in 2018! Join us at Harry’s Place 
for a delicious meal, craft beer or cocktail, and 
your favorite sporting events. Come in as a 
customer, leave a friend!

La Cocina Cubana
123 S Washington Sq. 
Lansing, MI 48933
(517) 708-8144

LOOKING FOR FRESH FOOD? Come 
to La Cocina Cubana where you can eat good 
and fresh authentic Cuban food. Breakfast and 
dinner are served all day. Sandwiches, tacos, 
empanadas, croquettes and desserts, Cuban 
coffee, Mexican and Cuban sodas. Come and 
enjoy our amazing service. Te esperamos.

Lou & Harry’s
1429 W. Saginaw St.
East Lansing, MI 48823
(517) 351 – 1066

LOUHA’S GRILL AND BAKERY Daily 
specials: Mondays and Wednesdays Original 
Gyro, Tuesdays and Thursdays LouHa’s Burger, 
Fridays Chicken Gyro. Beverage and choice of 
side for $7.99. We do catering for events large 
and small. Voted Best Greek restaurant in ‘15, 
‘16, and ‘17!

Buddies Holt
2040 Aurelius Rd, Ste 12
Holt, MI 48842
(517) 699-3670

DISCOVER YOUR NEW FAVORITE 
SPOT! Traditional classics and great drinks. 
Burgers, Mexican entrees, pizza and appetiz-
ers. Five versions of loaded tots and Buddies 
Bowls you can’t get anywhere else. Locally 
owned and operated for over 20 years.

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing, MI 48906
(517) 580-4400

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES 
GREAT BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, 
French fry bar, chili, sides including BBQ pit 
baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating taps 
of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. 
We cater, too!

Acapulco Mexican Grill
300 N. Clippert St.
Suite17, Lansing, MI 48912
(517) 203-0096

NOW OPEN WITH A FULL BAR 
Mondays were made for margaritas. Daily 
food and drink specials! Beautiful decor and 
wonderful service. Fresh, from scratch entrees 
and sides. Takeout is available!

Houlihan’s Restaurant 
and Bar
5732 W. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing, MI 48917
(517) 323-3550

HOULIHAN’S IN LANSING MALL
Whether you’re looking for a great meal, or 
just a place to unwind with the best happy 
hour, Houlihan’s provides a great dining 
experience. Drink up our happy hour specials, 
check out our current happenings or fi nd your 
favorite item on our menu.

Tacos Monterrey
212 S. Washington Sq.
Lansing, MI 48933
(517) 657-7585

NOW OPEN SERVING BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH AND DINNER! Right in the heart 
of downtown Lansing! Tacos Monterrey is 
perfect for a quick breakfast burrito or a fresh 
lunch on the go! We now offer Taco Salad - 
choose your fi lling from our 12 kinds and add 
your own toppings from our salad bar!

Capital Prime
2324 Showtime Dr.
Lansing, MI 48912
(517) 377-7463
Capital Vine
2320 Showtime Dr.
Lansing, MI 48912
(517) 377-8463

LOOKING FOR A FINE DINING EXPERIENCE 
LIKE NO OTHER? Come into Captial Prime. We 
pride ourselves on fabulous steak and seafood and 
exceptional service.
SPEND THE EVENING AT CAPITAL VINE’S 
WINE BAR We offer the largest seletion of wine in 
Lansing. Happy hour selections include special small 
bites and starters as well as drink specials.

Midtown Brewing Co.
402 South Washington
Lansing, MI 48933
517-977-1349

THERE IS ALWAYS SOMETHING NEW 
TO TRY. Our locally owned brewery uses 
neighborhood goods and food, passing our 
success on to the rest of the community. 
Forty-fi ve taps, ten of our own brand, ciders, 
meads and other Michigan products that 
complement our meals and that local fl avor 
you love.
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Delhi Cafe Family 
Restaurant
4625 Willoughby Road
Holt, MI 48842
517-694-8655

COME JOIN THE FAMILY! COMFORT 
FOOD FROM GENERATIONS! A great meet-
ing place for family and friends. Relax with a glass 
of wine and try our daily lunch/dinner specials, 
soups, salads, Greek plates and more. Breakfast 
Saturday & Sundays. Quiet atmosphere and friend-
ly staff. Visit us and continue the tradition!

DELHI CAFE

AUTHENTIC GREEK
FAMILY • CASUAL • DINING

By TIARA TERRY
Back in 2015, Michigan State University 

graduates Andrew Gauthier and Monica 
Lucas opened their first ‘60s and ‘70s themed 

bakery known as 
Groovy Donuts in 
Williamston. The 
retro shop officially 
became a small fran-
chise in 2016 when 
they added their sec-
ond location in East 
Lansing. The duo 

felt the Mid-Michigan area was in need of 
a unique local bakery and gave it a go with 
their own psychedelic twist on the industry. 

What inspired the vintage rock look?
Andrew: Doughnut shops in general are 

kind of a retro concept. Cafes and bakeries 
were more common back then and locally 
owned. I hear stories from grandparents 
and other folks from the baby boomer 
crowd that were really nostalgic for these 
types of places, so I thought it would really 
fit the timeframe we are in. The music and 
the posters in the shop are a representa-
tion of the late ‘60s, early ‘70s era. I think 
the theme, overall, is appealing to a lot of 
people.

Back of House: Groovy Donuts owners Andrew Gauthier and Monica Lucas

Groovy Donuts
6 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Tuesday-Friday
7 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Saturday
8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Sunday 
3054 E. Lake Lansing 
Road, East Lansing
(517) 580-7302 
www.groovydonuts.com

See Donuts, Page 27  
Tiara Terry/City Pulse

Groovy Donuts 
co-owners Andrew 
Gauthier and 
Monica Lucas.
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Appetiz� s WANT YOUR 
RESTAURANT

 LISTED? 
CALL 517-999-5064

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing, MI 48912
(517) 977-1033

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS 
BACK AND BETTER THAN EVER Art’s 
returns with the same great fl avors you love in 
a revamped, modern setting. We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever 
you want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also 
pouring seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Coach’s
6201 Bishop Rd. 
Lansing, MI 48911
(517) 882-2013

LANSING SPORTS BAR FUN! Seasonal 
craft brews that change weekly. We’ve got room 
for your large holiday party - family get-to-
gethers and business lunches. Online ordering 
is coming soon. Keep up with all our changes, 
daily specials and promotions on Facebook!

Claddagh Irish Pub
Eastwood Towne Center
2900 Town Centre Blvd.
Lansing, MI 48912
(517) 484-2523

MONDAYS - BUY ONE GET ONE FREE 
FISH & CHIPS with the purchase of 2 drinks. 
ALL DAY Mondays. Happy Hour - Mon-
day-Friday 3-6PM with “Half Off” Pub Bites 
and deals on house wines, pints and cocktails. 
Themed Trivia Thursdays at 7:30PM

Taqueria El 
Chaparrito
401 E César E. Chávez 
Ave., Lansing, MI 48906
(517) 574-3020

FRESH INGREDIENTS - MADE FROM 
SCRATCH We offer delicious and authentic 
Mexican Food. We do catering and we also 
host events. Breakfast and seafood coming 
soon! Be transported to a warm Mexican beach 
with our rich, fresh fl avors!

Pizza House
4790 S. Hagadorn Rd.
Stes 114-116 
East Lansing, MI 48823
(517) 336-0033

EXPERIENCE LANSING’S PREMIER 
CHICAGO-STYLE PIZZA or explore our 
menu featuring many family favorites. Quick 
lunch bites or catching the game on one of our 
many big screens, Pizza House’s service and 
menu will leave you truly satisfi ed!

The Rusty Mug
5421 W. Saginaw Hwy. 
Lansing, MI 48917
(517) 323-9050

COME WATCH THE GAME OR PLAY 
YOUR OWN! TV’s for all the college and 
pro games. Pool tables, Party Pong, Jenga and 
Cornhole for your entertainment, too! Burgers, 
dogs, salads and entrees - you won’t leave The 
Rusty Mug hungry!

Jimmy’s Pub
16830 Chandler Rd.
East Lansing, MI 48823
(517) 324-7100

UPSCALE DINING Our menu includes 
Mexican, Italian and American cuisine. Catch 
a game on one of our 15 HD TVs. We have a 
laid-back atmosphere that is fun for all! Come 
grab one of our lunch specials for a quick bite. 
Catering is also available!

DIRECTORY LISTINGS  |  PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing, MI 48912
(517) 977-1033

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured 
on Food Network’s Diners, Drive-Ins and 
Dives. Our fried home-style classics and fresh 
seafood are some of the best to be found in 
Lansing. We’ve got the classics: fried chicken 
buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, like frog 
legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. 
Desserts, too!

Airport Tavern
5000 N. Grand River 
Ave. Lansing, MI 48906
(517) 321-3852

FOR NEARLY 50 YEARS, Airport 
Tavern & Steakhouse has been a staple of 
Lansing’s community. Full bar, prime rib 
weekends, daily lunch and dinner specials. 
Ribs, steak, burgers and salads are all crowd 
pleasers at this neighborhood establish

tel 517.977.1349
402 S. Washington Sq. • Lansing, MI 48933

WWW.MIDTOWNBREWINGCO.COM

Bring this AD into Midtown Brewing Co for

T$5.00 Off BrunchT
Orders over $20.00 • 11AM - 2PM

FHappy Hour 3-7pm Daily - $4 Pints
FHappy Hour Pricing All Day Sunday! 

F45 Taps
FCiders, Meads, and Specialty Beers 

from around the Michigan
FTop Shelf Whiskey

Monday - Open Mic Night 8pm

Tuesday - 50% off night 8-11pm

Wednesday - DJ Trivia 8pm

Thursday - "Speakeasy Night"
Live Jazz, Drink and Food Specials

Beside your aesthetic, what makes Groovy 
Donuts special?

Andrew: They are made as fresh as they 
could possibly be. We work throughout the 
night to make sure that the product that you 
get is fresh. We invest in high quality ingredi-
ents and we make our prices very reasonable. 
Everything is hand-rolled, hand-cut and 
handmade — we don’t rely on machinery and 
other things. 

Our coffee is roasted fresh every week from 
Bloom Coffee Roasters. The quality of the 
flavor, the smoothness and the complexity of 
the subtle flavors underneath the main coffee 
adds something different. It’s not your typical 
diner coffee, which I think sets us apart. 

How do you craft the recipes?
Andrew: Before we opened, I scoured the 

state to visit as many doughnut shops as 
possible. I had the opportunity to meet with 
different owners and bakers. There was also 
a lot of searching on the web, as well as just 
going through trial and error.

What’s special on the menu right now?
Andrew: We have the basics: glazed, filled, 

cream custard, a wide variety of cake dough-
nuts and beer infused doughnuts. We do a lot 
of holiday and seasonal themed doughnuts. 
Right now we have apple cider and pumpkin 
spice doughnuts and in a few weeks, we will 
start with our ginger bread doughnuts for the 
Christmas season. 

What keeps people coming back to Groovy 
Donuts?

Andrew: A lot of it has to do with the fact 
that we really care about the quality of the 

products and the service here, and I think 
our customers recognize that. We also server 
a darn good cup of coffee and doughnuts.

Monica: We really care about our com-
munity and try our best to help others. 
Everything that we have left over at the end 
of the day, we give it away to people who 
don’t have access to food. We visit food banks, 
homeless shelters and look after the mentally 
disabled.

What have been the highs and lows since 
opening?

Andrew: Highs would include the first 
grand opening, our first Fat Tuesday and the 
second grand opening in East Lansing. A low 
would be coping with having to manage two 
stores. You have a lot more things to keep 
track of when you can only be at one place 
at a time. You also have a higher demand of 
doughnuts to make.

'60s and '70s era 
rock posters 
cover the walls 
of Groovy 
Donuts' East 
Lansing location.

Donuts
from page 26

Tiara Terry/City Pulse
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The Card Clinic
Haslett, MI
(517) 706-1309
Hours vary by
appointment

Certification for your Medical Marijuana Card. 
We are dedicated to “raising the bar” by offering a 
comfortable, professional, respectful and discreet 
experience. We are the place you can take your 
grandma! Conveniently located off I-69 in Haslett, 
Michigan. Call today to schedule your appointment.

Want your dispensary listed? Call Lee Purdy 517-999-5064

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDSTHE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

Email 
ella@lansingcitypulse.com 

for advertising 
details

Pulsified rates starting 
at $24 for 4 lines
$6 per additional line

EXTRAS:
Bold: $7 per line

Border: $11
Headline: $11 per line

2702 S. Cedar St. Suite C, 
Lansing

(517) 882-5000
Mon- Fri 9-6 • Sat 9-4

Coupon expires 11-21-18

25% OFF Simplicity Vacuums
While Supplies Last!

For medical marijuana advertising, 
contact Lee Purdy

(517) 999-5064 • lee@lansingcitypulse.com

Medical 
Marijuana 

Card Clinic
517.339.9900

 Visit this Saturday, Nov. 17, from 10-3

For the annual signing of the 

Biedermann Commemorative ornament

      Decorating 
   for Celebrating 

We are hanging a selection of glass, ceramic, and pewter ornaments 
Arranging our collection of menorahs,

And enjoying an enormous selection of Hanukkah and Christmas cards.

Greater Lansing Potters’ Guild 
Pottery Sale

Fall 2018

Thursday - Nov. 15th - 5:30 pm to 9:00 pm
Friday - Nov. 16th - 9:00 am to 9:00 pm

Saturday - Nov. 17th - 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

All Saints Church, 800 Abbot Road
East Lansing, Michigan

        FOOD SAFE!




